
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – February 5th, 2017 
Welcome Center Vision 

 

Project Goals 

 Create a functional front door 

 Create a gathering space 

 Secure children’s area 

 Provide elevator service to all 2nd floor spaces 

 Create new office/flex space 
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Discussion Questions 

 How did you feel the first time you visited our church? Did your first impressions 
prove to be true? 

 Imagine you were visiting our church for the first time. What do you think would 
be the positive and negative aspects of that experience? 

 The campus we enjoy each week is the result 
of God’s work through the faithful giving of 
past generations. How would you want our 
current church family to be remembered in 25 
years? 

 The purpose of our church is to develop 
missionaries who will share the love of Christ 
with our community and beyond. How do you 
think the proposed Welcome Center vision 
could help us accomplish that goal? 

 Who in your life needs to know Jesus? What 
can you do this week to reach out to them 
with His love? 

Bible Reading Plan 

2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  
OT, NT & Poetry: Week 58 

 Monday 
 1 Chronicles 11:10-47 

 Romans 9:13-29 

 Psalm 24 

 Tuesday 
 1 Chronicles 12-13 

 Romans 9:30-10:21 

 Psalm 25 

 Wednesday 
 1 Chronicles 14-15 

 Romans 11:1-10 

 Psalm 26 

 Thursday 
 1 Chronicles 16 

 Romans 11:11-24 

 Psalm 27 

 Friday 
 1 Chronicles 17 

 Romans 11:25-12:2 

 Psalm 28 
 



Monday – Imagine 
By Kel Cunard 

“See to it…” Hebrews 12:15 

    My wife and I first started attending FBC Palmetto in 2002. Our oldest son was 

just a few months old, and we were a young family looking for a church home. We 

had heard great things about this church, and we were excited to give it a try.  

    I can still remember our confusion on the morning of our first visit. Which door 

should we enter? How do we check in our child, and will he be safe? How do we 

get to a Bible Study and still find the worship service? And even worse, how do 

we find our way back? I’m no Lewis, Clark, or Sacagawea, but my sense of 

direction is at least average. Nevertheless, it took me a long time to figure out our 

campus. I knew where to drop off our son, where our class met and where we sat 

in the worship center. But that was about it. It felt like I needed to drop bread 

crumbs just to navigate the tangled maze every Sunday. 

    While it’s been a long time since we were visitors, many of the same hurdles 

still exist. While our buildings are functional, they are not welcoming. The first visit 

for an unchurched or unconnected family is a huge step, but before a guest ever 

enters our building, we have placed obstacles in their path.  

    To that end, our church identified five facility challenges and tasked the 

Welcome Center Committee to develop a plan to address them: 

 A clear front door – The multiple entrances to our building are confusing to 

guests.  

 A gathering space – Our growing church needs spaces where we can 

connect and cultivate community.  

 A secure children’s area – Our current children’s area is not secure from the 

rest of the building.  

 An elevator – All areas of our facilities need to be accessible to everyone. 

 New office/flex space – Our current and future needs require additional 

flexible space.  

    Picture the people who you have prayed would give church a chance. Imagine 

them pulling up to a building with a clear front door. Imagine meeting them and 

catching up over a cup of coffee in a warm and inviting space. Imagine their 

children learning about Jesus in a secured children’s area and enjoying Kids 

Worship in the new flex space. Imagine their parents and grandparents having 

safe access to the second floor. Imagine if our campus reflected our purpose by 

welcoming the next generation of missionaries who will be equipped and inspired 

to share the love of Christ with our community and beyond.  

    Within our walls each week, we proclaim the good news of God’s great love 

through Jesus Christ, but while the Gospel is hopeful it is also offensive. Hearing 

you are a sinner in need of a Savior is a big hurdle, and we want to “see to it that 

no one misses the grace of God.” (Hebrews 12:15). This Welcome Center plan is 

about more than just a building. We don’t want anyone to trip over anything on 

their way to being confronted with their need for Jesus.  



Tuesday – Rise and Build 
By Kel Cunard 

“And they said, 'Let us rise up and build.'” Nehemiah 2:18 

    Though his book is brief, Nehemiah remains a huge figure in Scripture. His 

story communicates themes that remain relevant after almost 2,500 years.  

    Nehemiah entered the stage as a servant in the court of Artexerxes, the King 

of the Persian Empire. He was part of the remnant of God's people who were 

exiled from the Promised Land because of their continual rebellion against the 

Lord and His law. More than a century had passed since his people were driven 

out of Jerusalem, but the city still laid in ruins. Though he had never seen the city, 

Nehemiah was broken hearted when he heard the state of its walls. Read 

Nehemiah 1.  

    There is something remarkable in this passage. Nehemiah not only provides a 

vivid picture of a heart broken for the things that break the heart of God; He also 

makes a startling confession. He wept before the Lord over "the sins of the people 

of Israel, which we have sinned against you. Even I and my father’s house have 

sinned." Now understand, Nehemiah wasn't even born when his people were 

punished, and yet, he confessed their sins.  

    Having prepared through prayer, Nehemiah asked the king for permission to 

act on his heartbreak. He asked for the king's blessing to return to Jerusalem and 

rebuild its walls. The king agreed, and Nehemiah traveled to the homeland he'd 

never seen in order to restore the greatness of God's city. Upon arrival, he 

surveyed the situation, consulted with key leaders and then invited the people to 

join him in God's work. Read Nehemiah 2:11-18. 

    Our pastors and leaders have surveyed the needs of our church and invited us 

to "rise up and build." How will we respond? When we are confronted with change, 

we will actively reject, silently resist or passionately support. The people of 

Jerusalem had lived among the ruins for decades, but they were confident in the 

Lord's plan and convicted to answer His call to action. Will we answer as they did? 

"Let us rise up and build." 

    The purpose of our church is to develop missionaries who will share Christ's 

love with our community and beyond. We believe every aspect of this project is 

focused on fulfilling this purpose by removing obstacles. We don’t want anything 

to stand in the way of someone coming to Christ and finding a church home. We 

invite all of you to join us in prayer for clarity and unity as we seek God’s will during 

this important time.  

 



Wednesday – Whatever You Do 
By Cathy Slusser 

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” Colossians 3:17 

    I heard a discussion on the radio the other day prompted by the DJs question, 

“If you could go back and witness a story in the Bible which one would it be?” 

People said that they wanted to be at creation, see the raising of Lazarus, visit 

with Paul in jail, walk with Jesus on the road to Emmaus or talk to Job.       

    Personally, I would like to be with the woman at the well. I want to see the 

compassion in Jesus’ eyes as He looks at her, the astonishment on the disciple’s 

faces, and her expression of joy. Thinking about going back in time to Bible days, 

led me to imagine what it would be like if Jesus walked on earth today. I think He 

would hang out at a coffee shop discussing current movies and turning them into 

parables. He would volunteer at a Crisis Pregnancy Center, holding a young 

woman’s hand as she sees the results of her pregnancy test. He would walk the 

halls at a hospice center, praying for and comforting the dying and their loved 

ones. He would sit on the floor of the nursery, gathering little ones in His lap as 

He sang them a song. He’d read stories at an after school program, serve meals 

at the homeless shelter, bring toys to the children’s hospital and distribute clothes 

to prisoners newly released from jail. He would build houses with Habitat for 

Humanity (they need good carpenters!), help seafarers make phone calls home, 

buy books for impoverished children, and pick up litter at the beach. He’d mentor 

a young adult, take someone in a nursing home for a walk, fix a single mother’s 

car and teach in AWANA.  

    I don’t really have to imagine what that would be like though. I see Christians 

doing those kinds of things all the time. It is like we supply the arms, feet, voice 

and laps, but Jesus is the one really at work. You know what Jesus wouldn’t do? 

He wouldn’t make excuses that He is too old, too young, too busy, or too poor. 

He wouldn’t make light of His talents, “I’m just a carpenter,” or wait for someone 

to ask Him to serve. He wouldn’t complain that He had nursery “duty” or expect 

recognition for His volunteer work. Jesus would serve, quietly, wherever He saw 

a need. How about you? How do you serve? 

    Read Colossians 3:1-17. In this chapter, Paul starts out by stating that if we 

have been “raised with Christ,” then we should act differently? Why? Why does 

Paul tell us to set our minds on things above? What should the characteristics of 

a Christian be? How do Paul’s words impact the service that you give to God?  

 



Thursday – The Non Cookie-Cutter Approach 
By Keith Thomas 

“For we are his workmanship,  

created in Christ Jesus for good works . . .” Ephesians 2:10 

    Some things are worth repeating. The voice was crystal clear, but I didn’t hear 

it with my ears. I was alone on the ship’s deck. In fact, all the passengers were 

inside the ship's cabin, most of them doubled over from seasickness. A storm was 

creating an endless roller coaster-like effect from the 10-12 foot swells. Being a 

thrill ride aficionado, I stepped out into the pitch black of the night to enjoy the 

ride.  As I leaned into each plunge of the bow, and faced the gale force winds with 

the sting of rain on my face, I felt at peace. The voice I heard in that moment was 

not audible, but it might as well have been. The message spoken to my heart was 

familiar, and yet, the insight was new and fresh. I experienced God in the middle 

of the Adriatic Sea. My heart recognized His voice, and it changed everything. 

    I was returning to Italy from Albania as part of a mission team from First Baptist 

Church of Palmetto helping Italian believers to plant churches. Our daily routine: 

go to the market in the mornings, the parks and beaches in the afternoons, and 

the town squares in the evenings. We went to where the people were, instead of 

expecting them to come to us. This theme took root in my heart.  

    Now that we were returning, I wondered how things would be like when I 

returned to the States. Would I maintain my focus and enthusiasm? Or would I 

return to the same old ruts that limited me before? I didn’t want the mission to 

end.  

    God answered my heart’s questions with The Great Commission found in 

Matthew 28:16-20. “Go . . . make disciples . . . baptizing them . . . teaching them 

all I have commanded you.” It was a very familiar verse. All my life I have heard 

it, studied it, sang it, memorized it and even Vacation-Bible-School-decoupaged 

it.  

    Then God provided a fresh perspective as He revealed to me, “Yes, go and 

fulfill the Great Commission, but do it in a way that is unique to you. When you 

apply the gifts that I have created in you with the giftedness of others, amazing 

things can happen. Play to your strengths, and use them for My glory, so that the 

world will know who I am.”  

    Fulfilling The Great Commandment does not require a “cookie cutter” 

approach. Discover how God has gifted you, and use it to glorify the Lord. God 

has spoken and continues to speak. Keep listening and repeat.   
  



Friday – Our Purpose 
By Kel Cunard 

““Go… and make disciples…” Matthew 28:19 

    "If you don't know where you're going, any road'll take you there." This familiar 

line is true in Lewis Carroll's Wonderland, but it is also true for churches. If we 

don't know where we're going, does it really matter what we do and how we do it? 

We have to know why we're here if we're ever going to know where we should go. 

    Before He ascended to heaven, Jesus laid out a mandate for us to accomplish. 

In Matthew 28:19-20 He said, "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you." And in Acts 1:8 He 

said, "you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end 

of the earth." 

    Look at the verbs and actions mentioned in His Great Commission. Consider 

the specificity of Christ's purpose statements for His Church.  

 Go – We can't sit in the pews and accomplish His purpose. 

 Make disciples – Don't just make converts. Develop followers of Christ. 

 Baptize them – This is their external testimony of an eternal change. 

 Teach them – Impart God's truth to these new, baptized disciples. 

 Receive power – We are to perform these actions in His power, not ours. 

 Be Witnesses – The Lord is making His case through us. 

 Keep Going – (Implied) Don't stop until you reach the end of the earth. 

    The mission statement of our church is to "develop missionaries who will share 

Christ's love with our community and beyond.” This statement stands on the truth 

of God's Word and provides the filter through which we evaluate everything we 

do. As we prayerfully consider the vision for the new Welcome Center, remember 

this is more than just a building. These enhancements to our facilities will help our 

church continue to know Jesus and make Him known to our community and 

beyond. Every one of the five goals strives to welcome a new generation of 

missionaries who will be inspired and equipped to share Christ’s love.  

    However, the Great Commission and our mission statement will not be fully 

realized at a congregational level. They will not be completed when we sit in rows 

on Sunday, no matter what the buildings look like. Our purpose comes to fruition 

in the lives of our people every day of the week. When you are a missionary 

across the street and around the world, God's purpose for His church is fulfilled. 

When your life reflects Christ and His love our purpose is lived out. Do you know 

where you are going? Are you living out the reason you are here?  



Weekend – Summary Statements 
By Kel Cunard 

“I am the Lord your God.” Exodus 29:46 

    Big stories can be summarized in small statements. Moby Dick boils down to 

“Man vs. whale and the whale wins.” The Grapes of Wrath contends that “the only 

thing worse than farming in the dust bowl is the road trip to escape it.” Even The 

Karate Kid (the classic one with Macchio and Morita) can be summed up as 

“Bullied kid gets a girlfriend and solves all of his problems by learning how to kick 

people in the face.” 

    How would you summarize the big story of the Bible? Could you capture its 

core in one sentence? Perhaps the Lord has already done it for us. One phrase 

is repeated more than 40 times in Scripture: “I am the Lord your God.” Through 

signs and wonders He rescued His people from Egypt so they would know He 

was the Lord their God. When the tabernacle was dedicated, its purpose was to 

declare that the Lord was their God. When Solomon prayed over the first temple, 

he prayed that “all the peoples of the earth may know [His] name.” And as John 

was concluding his gospel, he stated he had “written so that you may believe that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.”  

    The purpose of creation is the glory of the Creator, and the purpose of the Bible 

can be summarized in His people coming to know their God. Read Exodus 25 & 

29 and join us this weekend as we discover what our Heavenly Father wants us 

to know.  

  

 

  

Pray for the World: Kenya 
     In the Republic of Kenya, majority of the population is Christian, however, only 48 

percent are Evangelical Christian. Kenya is in need of Bibles and Bible translation. 

Most languages have Scripture portions, and 16 indigenous languages have the 

whole Bible. Also pray for:  

 The end of government corruption that continues to broaden the gap between 

rich and poor. 

 Foreign agencies and missionaries to transition from leadership to consulting 

for growing national organizations. 

 The Holy Spirit to move among the majority, though nominal, Christian 

population. 

Prepare for Worship 
    Read Psalm 15 as you prepare your heart for worship today. This Psalm describes 

what it looks like to dwell with the Lord. Ask Him to give you discipline to create habits 

like the Psalmist.  



 

  



 


