
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – May 14, 2017 
Purpose: 

Money Doesn’t Satisfy 
Ecclesiastes 5:10-17 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 71 

 Monday 
• Job 13-14 
• Galatians 5:1-15 
• Psalm 74:10-23 

 Tuesday 
• Job 15-16 
• Galatians 16-26 
• Psalm 75 

 Wednesday 
• Job 17-18 
• Galatians 6 
• Psalm 76 

 Thursday 
• Job 19-20 
• Ephesians 1:1-14 
• Psalm 77 

 Friday 
• Job 21-22 
• Ephesians 1:15-2:10 
• Psalm 78:1-10 

 

Discussion Questions 
• What are things that people keep doing but are surprised when the results are 

the same? 

• How have you seen people manage money poorly? What did they do with it? 
What was at the heart of their mistakes? 

• Why do we keep looking to money, or the 
things money can provide, to give us 
satisfaction?  

• Why do people hoard things? Why do people 
collect things? Why do we have so much 
stuff? 

• What is God trying telling us through our 
dissatisfaction about money? How do we 
become satisfied in life? 



Monday – Lottery Winner? 
By Kel Cunard 

“He who loves money will not be satisfied with money...”  
Ecclesiastes 5:10 

    Our fallen, human nature often makes us seek empty rewards. You can see it 
in the lottery. One recent report found that families who make under 
$12,400 spend about $645 a year on lottery tickets. Very few ever win, and life 
doesn’t always get better for those who do.  

    Bud Post had a rough life, and he had to fight for everything he got. He went 
from job to job, scraping out a living and even pulling a scam or two. That was 
until he won the lottery.  

    In 1988, Bud won $16.2 million in the Pennsylvania lottery. After he received 
the first of his 26 annual payments of nearly $500,000, he purchased a liquor 
license, leased a restaurant for his brother and sister, bought a used car lot for 
another brother, and even purchased an airplane (in spite of the fact he did not 
know how to fly one). He blew through $300,000 in the first two weeks and 
ended the first year half a million dollars in debt. 

    A year later, Bud was estranged from his siblings, and purchased a mansion 
to try and get away from them. Bud's brother wanted more cash, so his brother 
hired a hit man to kill him planning to collect the inheritance.The hit man failed, 
and Bud just kept on living and spending.  
    In 1996, he sold his mansion for $65,000 and auctioned off his last 17 lottery 
payments. He netted $2.6 million but that didn't last long. He bought two homes, 
another truck, three cars, two Harley-Davidsons, a luxury camper and a 
$260,000 sailboat. When a bill collector later approached him, Bud fired a 
shotgun over the man's head which landed Bud in jail for assault. 

    Once he got out of jail, Bud was bankrupt and lived on food stamps and a 
$500 per month disability check. Looking back on everything wealth had 
wrought, Post moaned, "I was much happier when I was broke." 

    In an article regarding the fate of lottery winners, Fortune magazine reported: 
“The Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards says nearly a third of lottery 
winners declare bankruptcy—meaning they were worse off than before they 
became rich. Other studies show that lottery winners frequently become 
estranged from family and friends, and incur a greater incidence of depression, 
drug and alcohol abuse, divorce, and suicide than the average American.” 

    If money can buy happiness, then lottery winners should be some of the 
happiest people on earth. So if the sudden injection of wealth doesn’t bring 
purpose to life, then a few more dollars isn’t going to unravel the sense of futility 
we often feel. Read Ecclesiastes 5:10-17 and pay attention to the wisdom of one 
of history’s wealthiest men and how King Solomon discovered that money will 
never bring meaning to this life.  



Tuesday – Meaning & Money 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“As for the rich in the present age, charge them not to be haughty,  
nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God,  

who richly provides us with everything to enjoy.” 1 Timothy 6:17 

    In the Purpose sermon series, we’ve been searching God’s Word to find the 
meaning of life. According to the theme in the book of Ecclesiastes, everything 
is in fact meaningless if God is not at the center of one’s life. From this we can 
conclude that in whatever endeavor we seek fulfilment, if God is not our greatest 
love and motive, we will be left dissatisfied. Let’s look at a few pieces of 
scripture to test this conclusion, specifically in the area of finding meaning in 
wealth over God.    

    Ecclesiastes 5:10 says that, “He who loves money will not be satisfied with 
money, nor he who loves wealth with his income; this also is vanity.” Those who 
pursue meaning in money will not find it.  

    Secondly, 1 Timothy 6:10 says, “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of 
evils.” This scripture does not claim money to be evil – it is, after all, an object 
with no moral compass. Instead, it states that evil is found in the love of money. 
Having wealth is not the problem, but rather it’s how we react to wealth that can 
make it evil idolatry. 

    So far we know that satisfaction in wealth cannot be obtained, and loving 
riches is idolatrous. Since money is a part of our day to day lives, how then are 
we to relate to it? How do we find true satisfaction in life? 

    If we were to read on in 1 Timothy 6, an answer can be found. Verse 17 says, 
“As for the rich in the present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set 
their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with 
everything to enjoy.” If you live in America and have an income, even if you 
don’t consider yourself to be wealthy, you are considered to be rich in 
comparison to most people groups of the world. Therefore, I believe this verse in 
1 Timothy is speaking directly to you and me.  

    The Bible calls us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches but on God, 
for it is Him who richly provides us with satisfaction. God must be the center of 
our lives, the source of our joy, or everything is meaningless – even money.  

    Having wealth is not condemnable. God definitely rains blessings upon His 
people in hopes they will then bless others. But has the pursuit of wealth 
become more important than your pursuit of God? Do you spend more time 
reading books on how to get rich, than you do reading God’s Word? Do you 
spend more time seeking avenues to obtain wealth, rather than seeking God in 
prayer? Your Father in Heaven loves you, and is waiting to fulfil every 
satisfaction you crave. After all, He is the One who gave you those cravings. If 
money is on the throne of your heart today, repent and turn to Jesus, and let 
Him begin to satisfy you.  



Wednesday – Where Is Your Worth Found? 
By Nick Molick 

“This too is a grievous evil: As a man comes, so he departs and what 
 does he gain, since he toils for the wind?” Ecclesiastes 5:16 

    You may have heard the phrase “Go big or go home.” While it may not apply 
in many of your daily interactions, it seems to be a tidy summation of our 
society’s outlook on things. This view of the world is not only tied to this society, 
but very obviously the society in which Solomon lived. Throughout the book of 
Ecclesiastes we see how good things taken to extremes can obscure our true 
purpose in this life. Knowledge, wisdom, wealth and work are all good in their 
own right. But when pursued and worshipped by fallen man, we have the basis 
for a society gone askew and the reason for a book like Ecclesiastes. 
Thankfully, we have a Father who knows what we are prone to do, and wants to 
remind us that He is right here waiting for us to worship Him and Him alone. The 
rest is chasing the wind.  

    Our purpose and our worth are not found in what we have accrued, but it can 
be defined by what we pursue with our hearts. That heartfelt pursuit can only be 
satisfied by the One who created you. As Solomon so rightly states, the rest is 
“chasing the wind.”  God wants us to know, pursue and cherish Him, not stuff or 
wealth.  

    Can we have both? Sure, but there is a definite prioritization to these things in 
our lives. God and His commandments, His Word and His love supersede 
everything else. His worth is infinite while the things of this world will pass away. 
It is useful for us to remember that our Father is a God who tells us to “Be still 
and know that I am God” not “gather more things and wealth to your own glory 
and make your days busy with your own business.” God cannot make it any 
clearer for us. He loves us, He knows what will make us flourish and knows 
what will fulfill and satisfy our souls.  

    What does satisfy our souls is none of the things we have seen Solomon list. 
That ache in a soul that does not know God will pursue many things until the 
Spirit works in their lives. Then they will know the One true thing that allows us 
to take a breath. Be still and know that God is here, and that He wants to have a 
loving relationship with you. 

    What things in your life have you pursued that in retrospect were chasing the 
wind? What caused you to realize that those pursuits were futile? How would 
your relationship with God benefit if you pursued Him with the same zeal you 
first pursued other things? 



Thursday – The Art of Losing Your Life 
By George Volpe 

“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils.” 1 Timothy 6:10 

    I recently read of a minister who shared with a group of Junior High School 
Christian athletes. He asked each one to respond to a question about their 
purpose in life. The pattern that emerged was this: “To make the right grades, so 
I can get into the right college, so I can get the right job, so I can make the right 
money, live in the right house, drive the right car, have the right things…”  

    No one will argue that getting a good education and working hard are 
admirable qualities. But where do you think our Christian youth are getting the 
idea that riches and wealth should motivate and dictate our reason for living? 

    Jesus spoke of this philosophy. He said, “Take heed! Beware of all 
covetousness. For a man’s life does not consist of the things he has.” (Luke 
12:15). 
     In spite of all his worldly “success,” a certain wealthy ruler (Luke 18:18) had a 
nagging sense that something important was missing in his life. In desperation 
he came to Jesus for answers, and Jesus told him the truth. But knowing the 
truth is only part of the equation. If you don’t follow it, you’re admitting you 
disagree, you don’t care, and you think you know better. Who is going to win an 
argument with God? If you know it’s true and you refuse it, you are calling God a 
liar.  
    The young ruler was missing a relationship with the Savior. He was not even 
aware that God had created him for a specific purpose. The savior he was 
worshipping was wealth. It was his center, his identity, his purpose. He had 
amassed more than enough, but he was unhappy. 

    He was so attached to his wealth that he was not willing to let go, even if it 
meant finding his true identity and purpose in life.  God had plans for him that 
he would never know. His purpose was waiting to be discovered in Christ who 
loved him and made him for His glory.  

    The trouble with finding purpose in wealth is that it’s rich in things and poor 
in God, rich in this life and poor in the eternal life to come. It serves the wrong 
master, sees life through the wrong lens, seeks the wrong satisfactions, and 
stores up in the wrong place. It can never satisfy the need that God has 
placed in a man’s heart. 

    Jim Eliot, missionary to the Auca Indians in South America, said of the 
missionary lifestyle, “He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep in order 
to gain that which he will never lose.”  Read 2 Timothy 1:6-13. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2012.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2012.15


Friday – Ask for Less 
By Kel Cunard 

“Two things I ask of you; deny them not to me before I die.” 
Proverbs 30:7-9 

    If you had one wish, what would it be? With the whole world there for the 
taking, what desire would sprint to the tip of your tongue?  

    As we have discussed this week, our tendency is to long for more. If we are at 
all dissatisfied, the answer must be more of something – more pleasure, more 
power, or more wealth. But has more of these things ever provided lasting 
satisfaction? Has more wealth ever given you a better sense of life’s greater 
purpose? Or has more always ended up feeling like less? 

    The book of Proverbs parallels many of the truths we have been studying in 
Ecclesiastes. Every phrase drips with wisdom that we would do well to heed, 
and the following passage is no exception. 

   Two things I ask of you; deny them not to me before I die: Remove far 
from me falsehood and lying; give me neither poverty nor riches; feed 
me with the food that is needful for me, lest I be full and deny you and 
say, “Who is the Lord?” or lest I be poor and steal and profane the name 
of my God. (Proverbs 30:7–9) 

    With the whole world there for the asking, the writer of these verses, Agur son 
of Jakeh, requested two specific and surprising things. He did not ask for more 
pleasure or power or wealth. He asked for less. He wisely sought to have no 
deception in his heart, and amazingly he asked for less stuff. His desire is so 
counter to our culture, it’s difficult for us process. We don’t have a category for a 
deep longing for less! 

    Consider the wisdom of these verses for a moment. If we don’t have enough 
to meet our basic needs, we might be tempted to steal and bring shame to our 
witness and our Savior. If we have more than we need, we might believe we can 
go it alone saying, “God? Who needs Him?” Neither approach would bring us 
the life we’ve always wanted, neither would satisfy the longing in our souls. 

    As you wrestle with the purpose of life, consider how fulfilling it would be if 
these verses were your heart’s desire. With just enough for your daily needs, 
your mind and heart would be free to focus on knowing Jesus and making Him 
known. Free from the burdens of always striving for more, you would have the 
time to truly get more of Him. If you asked for less, I believe your Heavenly 
Father would certainly give you so much more of what really matters.  

 



Weekend –Small Statements 
By Kel Cunard  

“The end of the matter; all has been heard.” Ecclesiastes 12:13 

    Small statements can have a big impact. If brevity is the soul of wit, then 
slogans are succinct gems. In just a few words, they connect corporate goals to 
complex emotions and motivate consumers to respond.  

    To all those who struggle to turn intention into action, Nike beckons “Just Do 
It.” To the hungry masses with hectic lives, Kentucky Fried Chicken entices with 
food that is “Finger Lickin’ Good.” And on the heels of Mother’s Day, in the face 
of several aisles of greeting card options, Hallmark reminds you they are the 
only option “When you care enough to send the very best.” 

    So far in Ecclesiastes, the ancient treatise on defining the purpose of this 
futile existence, King Solomon dismissed pleasure, work and wealth as suitable 
motivations for living. It took 4,500 words for him to describe everything life 
wasn’t, but he summed up why we are here in just one sentence.  

    As we conclude our Purpose sermon series, read Ecclesiastes 12 and join us 
this weekend as we discover the big impact one small statement could have in 
our lives.  

 

  

Pray for the World: Mexico 
    Mexico is Latin America’s third largest country. Eight percent of Mexico’s 
population is Evangelical Christian.  

    There has been a significant growth of salvations in Mexico over the past forty 
years, which is an answered prayer worth celebrating. If anything, the growth 
appears to be accelerating, not slowing.  

    Mexico is a growing nation that is still discovering its own identity. Meso-
American origins, Hispanic history and a dynamic but turbulent relationship with its 
neighbors all shape Mexico profoundly. This search often manifests itself through 
religious identity (both animist and Catholic) and the inevitable accompanying anti-
Protestant sentiment. Pray that Mexicans, both indigenous and mestizo, might find 
their ultimate identity and destiny in the love of Christ and the purposes of God. 
(Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    Read Psalm 32 as you prepare for worship this morning. Steadfast love 
surrounds those who trust in the Lord. Be glad in Him, rejoicing and giving thanks to 
the Lord for His love.  



 
  



 


