
   
  



  



Sermon Notes – June 18, 2017 
Victorious: 

The End Is Near 

1 Peter 4:7-19 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 

2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  
OT, NT & Poetry: Week 76 

 Monday 
 Isaiah 2:1-4:1 

 Colossians 4:2-18 

 Psalm 90 

 Tuesday 
 Isaiah 4:2-5:30 

 1 Thessalonians 1 

 Psalm 91 

 Wednesday 
 Isaiah 6-7 

 1 Thessalonians 2:1-16 

 Psalm 92 

 Thursday 
 Isaiah 8 

 1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:13 

 Psalm 93 

 Friday 
 Isaiah 9:1-10:19 

 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 

 Psalm 94 
 

Discussion Questions 

 What did Peter mean when he said “the end of all things is near”? What are the 
implications of this statement for our lives today? 

 It’s been 2,000 years since Peter said the end was near. Was he wrong? Why or 
why not? 

 With the belief that the countdown of time is always near zero, how should we 
spend the time we have? (vs. 8-11) 

 What are some difficult circumstances you 
can endure if you know they won’t last 
forever? 

 To a group of people facing painful 
persecution, Peter told them to not be 
surprised by their suffering and to fix their 
eyes on thing. What is that one thing and how 
does this event impact your life? (vs. 13-14) 

 What can you do this week to find victory 
through the hope of Christ’s return? 



Monday – No Regrets 
By Kel Cunard 

“The end of all things is at hand…” 1 Peter 4:7 

    Most of my life has been spent playing or coaching sports, and whether I 

spent the games inside or outside the lines, there is one thing that kept me up at 

night: regrets. Nothing frustrated me more than the missed opportunities and 

preventable mistakes. I hated when an essential lineup change came to me 

after the final whistle blew or when my team failed to properly respond to a 

foreseeable scenario for which I should have had them better prepared. The 

result of the game had little to do with how well I slept. I could sleep like a baby 

when we were on the losing side of a game if we played with no regrets, but 

even a huge victory can be unsatisfying when it is filled with missed 

opportunities.  

    The regrets of a game are nothing to the regrets of life. Shortly before pastor 

and author Dallas Willard died from cancer in 2013, John Ortberg asked him, 

"Do you regret anything?" Willard answered, "I regret the time I have wasted." 

Stunned by this response, Ortberg wrote in his book Soul Keeping: 

   If there is any human being on the planet who has not wasted time, it is 

Dallas Willard. I don't think he'd know what a television was if it hit him on 

the head. He is either reading or teaching or doing ministry. Or doing bits 

of carpentry around [his house], or mentoring students, or praying. If he's 

guilty of wasting time, the rest of us may as well [give up] right now. 

   "Redeem the time," the apostle Paul wrote, "because the days are evil." I 

think Dallas regretted all the time he wasted, not because he compared 

himself to other more efficient people, but because he began to see what 

life could be. I remember him saying that all of us lost souls allow 

ourselves to live in worry and anger and self-importance and pettiness 

when life with God is all around us. 

    To early Christians who were facing hard times, Peter wrote a surprisingly 

encouraging note: “the end of all things is at hand.” Read 1 Peter 4:7-19. To 

those who were sick and tired of the times they were in, he encouraged them to 

not waste a moment. He urged them to live life without regrets.  

    If you knew Jesus was coming back tomorrow, what would today look like? 

Would it look different than every other day? If so, why? How we answer these 

questions will give us a clear indication if we are amassing regrets. One day the 

trumpet will sound and Christ will appear and there will be no more time to make 

the most of every moment. What if you lived like today was that day? If the end 

of all things is always at hand, you will live with no regrets. You can start today. 

  



Tuesday – Temporary Pain 
By Cathy Slusser 

“Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.” Isaiah 35:3 

    It has been over a month since my knee replacement surgery. After a week of 

intensive physical therapy in rehabilitation, I now go to outpatient therapy three 

times a week. The physical therapists call me their star patient. It is not really 

because I am so good at lifting my knees and riding a bicycle, but because of 

my outlook. I try hard because I am motivated to get better.  

    As soon as my orthopedic doctor told me that I had no cartilage in my knees 

last fall, I agreed to surgery. Though it was delayed a few months due to my 

work schedule, I took the leap as soon as possible. For three years, I thought 

the pain in my legs was caused by my MS. While MS is not fixable, knees are. 

Joint replacement was the least of my worries. While my age and the fact that I 

was still active and mobile played a large part in my quick recovery, a lot of my 

rehabilitation was impacted because of my mindset.  

    Controlling your mind is one of the greatest ways to promote healing. Some of 

the ways of thinking I adopted included: being positive but prepared for some 

setbacks, setting goals while also giving myself permission to rest, being 

grateful and kind, and pushing myself beyond what I thought I could do. The 

most important aspect of my healing is remembering that the suffering is 

temporary and the result will be walking correctly and pain free.  

    Whenever I get discouraged, I remind myself of what life was like before 

surgery. I was already in a lot of pain that I thought was a permanent part of my 

health. Suddenly, it is temporary. Surely, I can make it through physical therapy, 

learning to walk again, aching muscles and irritating stitches when I know an 

end to the pain is in sight! Every day, I am getting better. I do not regret having 

both knees done. The quality of my life has already improved. Every day, I am 

one step closer to wholeness and healing.  

    My experience is very comparable to living life in this earthly realm. While our 

pain and troubles may not end until we get to Heaven, they will someday be 

over. This is a promise that we can count on, and is enough to get us through 

each day – whether in rehab or out.  

    Read Isaiah 35. What is this verse describing? List the attributes of Heaven 

that the prophet outlines. What does verse 4 mean to you? How can “everlasting 

joy be on your head” in the midst of your current suffering? 

  



Wednesday – The Refiner 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“So that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is 

perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise  

and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 1 Peter 1:7 

    A refiner’s work is to take an ordinary rock (ore) and, through processing, 

extract its most valuable elements. A refiner will first break open the ore and 

then put it through several rounds of firing. The firing process removes 

unwanted impurities from the ore that have intermingled with the valuable 

metals like gold or silver. After each round of fire, as the metal becomes more 

pure, the refiner will be able to look at the metal and see his reflection more 

clearly.  

    There are many biblical references to God as our Refiner, and knowing the 

work of an earthly refiner has given me a whole new perspective on suffering. I 

have come to more of an understanding of what it means to “rejoice in trials of 

many kinds.” What if I were to tell you that suffering and trials can sometimes be 

brought upon us by the Lord for our good and His glory?  

    Like I stated earlier, an earthly refiner’s job is to take what is seemingly 

worthless and uncover it’s true worth and beauty. However, the process with 

which that occurs is through brokenness and fire. To be broken and placed in 

fire sounds extremely painful! But this process actually brings out the most pure 

and magnificent metals hidden inside the ore. 

    God as our refiner puts us through similar processes. It may not be literal 

breaking and fire, but we definitely experience painful circumstances in life. 

Lately, I’ve been dealing with some health issues that have been very difficult. 

During this season of small suffering, God has actually been humbling me, and 

revealing areas in my life that need to be consecrated to give Him glory. It is 

through this current trial that certain impurities I was unaware of have been 

burned away, and God’s image in me can be more clearly seen. Even though 

it’s been a painful, frustrating, and confusing time, there is joy in knowing that 

He is refining me to reflect more of His glory. 

    A refiner also keeps careful watch over the ore while it is in the firing process, 

to make sure that the heat is never more than it can bear. I don’t know what 

you’re going through right now – you may be just past a trial, or in the midst of 

one. But I pray that this revelation of God as your refiner will encourage you 

when times of suffering occur. Rejoice in the truth that God keeps tender watch 

over you while you’re in the fires of life. He isn’t ignoring you, but strengthening 

and refining you to carry more of His purity and character.  

   It’s because of this revelation of God that I choose to find joy in my suffering, 

instead of misery. Something I’ve been meditating on lately is that when people 

look at me, in any area of my life, I want them to see God. I’ve got a long way to 

go, but I celebrate in my sufferings knowing that their result will be “praise and 

glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus” in my own heart, and hopefully the 

hearts of others.  



Thursday – While We Wait, There Is Much to Do 
By Nick Molick  

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another,  

as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” 1 Peter 4:10 

    It is said that opportunity comes to those who wait. I’m not a huge fan of that 

school of thought due to my own struggle with waiting and being still. I’m not a 

fan despite the fact that I have seen this waiting play out positively in my own life 

and in the lives of those around me. However, I think Peter is giving us a twist 

on this thought in 1 Peter 4:10 that speaks to how we are victorious while 

waiting on Jesus’ return. In this verse, Peter packs a lot into this verse for us to 

consider. He is laying out all the great opportunities we are each called to while 

we await Christ’s return, and this isn’t a mere suggestion. This is an emphatic 

call to be about the Lord’s work while we are here. 

    Peter says each of us has received a gift, and I know for some that 

immediately can instill panic and a race to the nearest spiritual gifting decoder. 

But that isn’t needed because look at the beautiful inclusive qualifier Peter gives 

it: EACH. Each of us has received a gift so there is no shirking that duty of using 

it, as Peter follows up with a call to serve one another.  

    John Piper defines gifting like this: “A personally unique capacity for 

stewarding grace to others.” Now this definition fits beautifully with what Peter is 

teaching us here, the gifting comes to each of us and it is a unique chance for 

us to steward the grace that has been shown to us, to others. This is a great 

calling while we wait upon the Lord to show others a glimpse of the grace that 

we have been shown by God. This is far from sitting on our blessed assurance 

and waiting for Jesus to return. We are to be involved and passionately utilizing 

all that God has given us to make much of Jesus to all whom would have ears to 

listen. By doing this, we become the good stewards that Peter calls us to be. 

You can do this because God blesses each of us to serve one another and the 

grace with which He does this is awesome. 

    That grace is termed by Peter as varied, think about that. What does that 

mean? Doesn’t that stretch the 12 categories of spiritual gifting on that website 

you filled out? Yes! It absolutely does because God is bigger than that list and 

He and His grace will not be limited to a list. Some gifts we have are with us for 

life while others seem to come to us when we most need them. This is because 

the needs of those around us are varied, just as God’s grace is. We have much 

to do while we wait, but how exciting is it to know that God’s call for us to be 

good stewards is partnered with His varied grace so we can serve one another! 

  



Friday – O Victory In Jesus! 
By George Volpe 

“For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the 

thanksgiving of many abound to the glory of God.” 2 Corinthians 4:15 

    The apostles did not have it easy in ministry. In fact, they struggled every step 

of the way, but they were determined to bring honor and praise to God by 

whatever means possible. Their toil was meant to bless the lives of those who 

would be saved by the grace of God and thereby bring about thanksgiving and 

praise to God. And they fought a daily battle: “We are troubled on every side, yet 

not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not 

forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed.” (2 Corinthians 4:8-9) 

    Paul refused to stop serving Christ, in spite of the suffering he faced daily. “Of 

the Jews five times received I forty stripes minus one. Thrice was I beaten with 

rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have 

been in the deep; In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in 

perils by my own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in 

perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; In 

weariness and painfulness.” (2 Corinthians 11:24-27a) 

    It is not hard for us to identify with those who are suffering. We have all been 

through it to some degree, and some of us are still aching every day. For some 

of us it is a plea that God will lessen or remove pain and sickness. For others it 

is a cry for God to rescue us from ourselves and the snares of our own sinful 

ways.  

    Sin has so damaged our world and pressed hard upon our hearts so that we 

find ourselves bruised from all kinds of pain. We are experiencing a world that 

was not meant to be this way, and it is natural for us to look for relief. Paul 

identifies with the Corinthians in their pain but then reveals the hope that the 

child of God has in Christ: “For which cause we faint not; but though our outward 

man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, 

which is but for a moment, works for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 

of glory.” (2 Corinthians 4:16-18) 

    Notice the comparisons: a light affliction and an exceeding weight of glory. 

Temporary suffering = eternal glory. A great day is coming soon when all sin 

and suffering will be erased for the child of God. Jesus is coming back just as 

He promised. Tears will turn into shouts of praise to our God who will make all 

things new!    



Weekend – I Am 

By Kel Cunard  

“I am the bread of life...” John 6:35 

    The FDA recommends the average male should consume approximately 

2,500 calories per day; however, the content of those calories is as important as 

their count. Our collective meals should contain 130 grams of carbs, 38 grams 

of fiber and 56 grams of proteins. While you calculate how well a Chick-Fil-A 

sandwich measures up to these guidelines, consider all the other benchmarks 

we are supposed to hit. We are supposed to ingest four grams of phosphorous, 

20 milligrams of boron and 10,000 micrograms of copper. Have you checked 

your boron levels lately? 

    Before you obsess about your next meal, realize that you can meet and 

exceed every recommended nutritional standard and still be utterly unhealthy. 

Why? Because your next meal, no matter how healthy, will not have a lasting 

impact. Sure, it may influence your waistline or your next doctor visit, but it won’t 

meet your most significant need.  

    The greatest thing we can ever consume is Christ. To a group of people who 

were starving for answers, Jesus said, “I am the bread of life… that came down 

from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever.” (John 6:35, 51) 

The power of this statement is unquestionable, but the practical implications of it 

are unclear. Read John 6:22-49 and join us this weekend as we begin a new 

series entitled I Am and discover what it means to feed on the bread of life.  

 

  

Pray for the World: Namibia 
    Namibia is semi-desert and the driest African land south of the equator. It is 

located west of Botswana and north of South Africa. Twelve percent of the country’s 

population are Evangelicals.  

    Missions in the country is experiencing a time of growth as the need to re-reach 

many people in Namibia becomes apparent. Pray that they would minister in the 

power of the Gospel, but also with sensitivity. (Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    Reflect on Psalm 37 today. Be still before God and wait patiently upon Him. He 

knows your days and promises a future for His people of peace. Ask the Lord to 

help you wait patiently upon His timing for He is your Helper and Deliverer. 



 

  



 


