
  
  



  



Sermon Notes – August 20, 2017 
I Doubt It: 

Is God Silent? 

 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 

2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  
OT, NT & Poetry: Week 85 

 Monday 
 Jeremiah 18-19 

 John 11:45-12:8 

 Psalm 119:81-96 

 Tuesday 
 Jeremiah 20:1-22:10 

 John 12:9-26 

 Psalm 119:97-112 

 Wednesday 
 Jeremiah 22:11-23:8 

 John 12:27-36 

 Psalm 119:113-120 

 Thursday 
 Jeremiah 23:9-24:10 

 John 12:37-50 

 Psalm 119:121-136 

 Friday 
 Jeremiah 25 

 John 13:1-20 

 Psalm 119:137-144 
 

Discussion Questions 

 What are some areas of life where we would like to hear from God? 

 What do we hope will happen when we hear from Him? 

 What are we afraid will happen if make the wrong decisions? 

 What are some hard questions that God has 
already addressed in scripture? 

 In which ones do you see people ignoring 
God’s answers?  

 If God is silent He might be waiting for you to 
obey the last thing He told you. What is He 
waiting for you to obey? 



Monday – I Can’t Hear You 
By Kel Cunard 

“The voice of the Lord is over the waters…” Psalm 29:3 

    When children don’t want to hear something, they stick their fingers in their 

ears and shout “La! La! La! I can’t hear you!” As we get older, there are days we 

wish we could still employ this tactic. When another crisis scrolls across the 

evening news, we change the channel. When the boss goes on another tirade, 

we zone out. By the eleventh hour of a twelve hour road trip, we’re ignoring 

everyone who shares our last name.  

    As adults, we can’t go around shouting “La! La! La! I can’t hear you!” But 

that’s exactly what we do to God. When we come across a command we don’t 

like, we stick our fingers in our ears and ignore it. We want nothing to do with 

some of the most difficult commands in Scripture.  

 Luke 14:26 – If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father 

and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and 

even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 

 Matthew 16:24–25 – Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would 

come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 

me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 

life for my sake will find it. 

 Matthew 5:29–30 – If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and 

throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than 

that your whole body be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes 

you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one 

of your members than that your whole body go into hell.  

    All our ignoring seems to make life easier. There’s less guilt and more 

freedom – at least the illusion of freedom. We think all is well until life gets hard. 

In our darkest and most difficult moments, we want the comfort and security that 

comes when our Father speaks, but when we’ve trained ourselves to ignore 

Him, I don’t know if we’d even recognize His voice. Even worse, when we stick 

our fingers in our ears, He might stop speaking all together.  

    If we’re honest, it’s not only the hardest sayings of Christ that receive a deaf 

ear from us. We fall short in His most basic command of loving God and loving 

others, let alone learning to bend our will to His and sacrifice our desires for His 

glory.  

    Read Psalm 29. When we wonder why God is silent, we should probably ask 

if we just don’t want to hear what He has said. As we continue to confront our 

doubts, we invite you to take a hard look at your life and see if there are any 

ways you are ignoring the voice of God. He has given us His word, so we can 

never accuse Him of having nothing to say. Perhaps it is time for you to listen 

and obey His voice.   



Tuesday – Can You Hear Me Now? 
By George Volpe 

“And after the fire came a gentle whisper.”  1 Kings 19:12b 

    Have you ever experienced noise so loud that you couldn’t hear someone 

right next to you? The loudest sounds drown out everything else. Listening for 

God’s voice can be like that. God is communicating something important to us, 

and there are so many voices around us we don’t hear the most important one. 

We hear the distractions. Then, when we think it’s time we to hear from God, we 

wonder why we can’t hear anything from Him. 

    Is God really silent? If He is, then He must have changed along the way. 

Throughout the Bible God speaks to people, some in audible voices, and some 

in other ways. He speaks to sinners and saints, children and adults, and even 

animals. He is speaking all the time. If God never changes, then the problem is 

not with God. 

    To say that God is silent is to admit that we do not hear Him, but because we 

do not hear, does not mean His communication to us has stopped. He has 

made us abundantly aware of what is required of mankind to approach God, to 

obey God, to commune with God, to worship God. He who made all things is not 

limited in how He communicates with us, including ways we cannot understand. 

He hardened the heart of Pharaoh. He softened the heart of Pharaoh’s 

Daughter. He moved in the heart of David.  He changed the heart of Peter. He 

can communicate directly to our souls, our hearts, and our minds. He speaks to 

us through His word, through others, and through His creation.  

    I submit that God loves us so much that He never stops communicating with 

us. But not everyone is listening. Jesus said, “He who has ears to hear, let him 

hear…” It’s not that He’s not speaking. We’re just not listening. We latch onto 

other voices for guidance and drift away from the “still small” (1 Kings 19:12) 

voice of God. Then we blame Him for not accommodating us. 

    God is the greatest communicator the world will ever know. He is not like man 

that He needs to give us audible commands in order for us to know that He is 

speaking. The Word God has spoken and recorded is alive, true, perfect, 

unchanging, relevant forever, and permanent. God speaks through the pages of 

scripture because He is the author of scripture.  

    God’s communication to us is only as silent as we make it. If we are 

immersed in His word and listening with humility, desire, and sincerity to His 

message, He will speak to us. His desire for us is the most intimate relationship 

possible with Him. It is symbolized by the marriage picture in scripture.  Read 

Proverbs 2:1-11 

 



Wednesday – How to Hear From God 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“All scripture is breathed out by God…” 2 Timothy 3:16 

    Growing up in church culture, I was familiar with hearing phrases like “God 

told me this…” or “God spoke this to me…” I was always under the impression 

that a majority of people around me were hearing God’s audible voice. I 

remember asking Him questions and listening intently to hear in response a 

booming majestic voice that would surely belong to the Lord. I thought it was 

normal as a Christian to hear God’s actual voice as clearly as I could hear yours 

if we were conversing. But, when I talked to God, I never heard His voice like 

that. Was there a problem with me? Was there a problem with God? It was all 

so confusing and I felt like a lesser Christian, as silly as that sounds.    

    What I can say about this topic now is that I hear God on a daily basis. It just 

sounds a lot different than I thought it was supposed to. It’s not a booming 

majestic voice, but rather a knowing in my soul. I think God’s Holy Spirit is 

constantly speaking to His people, but we just might have a wrong expectation 

of what His voice sounds like. Therefore, we may have the misconception that 

God is silent, when He is actually communicating quite clearly to us.  

    There are many ways that I’ve come to recognize God’s voice, and they are 

ways that I believe we as the body are supposed to hear our Father. Some of 

the ways I hear from Him are through the reading of His Word, prayer and 

silence in prayer, conviction, prophecy, worship, and conversations with other 

Christians. If you participate in any or all of these activities, then I believe God is 

speaking to you. I want to focus on one of these areas in particular, because I’ve 

found it to be the most consistent place for hearing the Lord’s voice in my own 

life.  

    This method is studying the Bible. If you don’t routinely read and study the 

Bible for yourself, then I encourage you to begin doing so. Every time I read and 

study the Word, His Spirit speaks something to me. Honestly, I believe that 

those who do doubt God’s voice are the ones who choose not to meditate on 

the Bible regularly. I doubted God’s voice for a long time, and it’s because I 

wasn’t pouring over scripture often. But now I hear from God on a daily basis 

because I study His Word every day, and His Spirit speaks to me through it. It 

isn’t a booming and majestic voice, nor is it even a literal sound. I don’t quite 

know how to explain it to you other than a knowing that He births and grows in 

my soul.  

    What a gift it is that we have God’s Word in our language. If you don’t already 

have access to a Bible, FBC Palmetto offers free Bibles to its members and 

visitors. Come and get one! If you are aching to hear His voice, start with what 

He’s already breathed out. What do you have to lose? 

    This week, read Genesis 1:1 – Revelation 22:21. Just kidding. But hey, it’s 

possible! Maybe start by reading today’s Bible reading plan offered in the 

beginning of the bulletin. Make it a habit for the next few months to complete the 

Bible reading plan each week offered in the bulletin. I promise you that once you 

begin to hear God’s voice through His Word, you won’t want to stop.  



Thursday – Who Lays The Best Plans? 
By Nick Molick 

“The Lord was with Joseph and he prospered and he lived in  
the house of his Egyptian master.” Genesis 39:2 

    The question of whether God is silent is one that has haunted us all at some 

point in our lives. In those times we struggle for direction, guidance, comfort and 

inspiration. If we allow ourselves to stay in this predicament, our faith can even 

being to erode. So it is important that we have a good response to this doubting 

question. The fact that you have this doubt and have raised this question at 

multiple points in your life, like I have, does not mean that you are a raving 

heretic in dire need of excommunication. What it does mean is that our soul 

seeks an answer, a direction, an encouragement, a comfort from somewhere 

outside of us. When that doesn’t come on our schedule, we assume the worst 

and often times get to work on our own plans – to our own detriment. 

    The Bible has many stories of people who suffered through God’s perceived 

silence. If there is a theme that is repeated in the Bible, it more than likely 

means that we are supposed to take notice of it and learn something from it. For 

example, look at the lives of Abraham and Joseph. Abraham was promised a 

child by God and had to wait twenty-five years. Think of that for a moment in 

light of our present culture. What would you be willing to wait twenty-five years 

for? During this time we know that Sarah and Abraham came up with their own 

plan for a child and that led to its own difficulties for all involved. Abraham grew 

impatient and perhaps assumed God was abandoning His promise of a child so 

he was going to have to do it himself. Impatience with God often can lead to an 

erosion of faith. Did Abraham lose faith that God would keep his promise? Do 

we do the same when we feel the silence of God and forget His promises from 

His Word? God is not silent. He has given us His Word. We plug our spiritual 

ears when we fail to make ourselves available to it.  

    Now look at Joseph, sold out by his brothers into slavery in a foreign land and 

had to wait thirteen years to be freed. During this time however Joseph 

prospered because the Lord was with him. Joseph did not go about making his 

own plans and strategies but was patient in some of the most difficult 

circumstances. Both of these men were great men of faith, and we should learn 

much from them. But one of the most important things to know is that God’s 

Word is not silent on His timing and His involvement. At times God makes us 

wait until we are ready to listen. 

    When you feel God is silent what do you do? How can reading God’s Word 

help break the silence? What is it you want to hear from God today? Pray that 

you hear that and study God’s Word for it. 



Friday – Dessert or Desert 
By Keith Thomas 

“The grass withers, the flower fades,  
but the word of our God will stand forever”.  Isaiah 40:8 

    I struggle with spelling. Always have. When the spelling bee came around 

every year, I could never make it past the first round. My high school essays and 

term papers were always returned to me covered with red ink. I did find some 

relief in college when the development of spell check software became widely 

available to the personal computer market. Suddenly my graded, term papers 

didn’t resemble an embarrassed zebra (black and white and red all over).  

    I still use the tools given to me by my teachers. Things like, “i” before “e” 

except after “c”, or songs like “Conjunction Junction what’s your function…” from 

Schoolhouse Rock. I even came up with a few of my own. When it comes to 

remembering how to spell dessert and desert, I picture the desert as a very 

barren place without water and vegetation. Since the desert lacks those things, 

the word has one less “s” in its spelling. Dessert, on the other hand, is filled with 

lots of sugar, and its spelling will have an extra “s”.  

    The difference between dessert and desert is only one letter. Leave out a 

letter in the word and its meaning is “barren” and “dry.” Add the letter to the word 

and its meaning is “sweet.” Just one letter, added or eliminated, creates a vastly 

different result. 

    God gave us a letter, a love letter we call the Bible. It’s full of historical 

accounts of people with great faith, but who also struggled through “dry” 

seasons of life. Seasons of mountain top successes were followed by valleys of 

fears and questions. People like Joseph who was sold into slavery by his 

brothers, and spent many years as a slave and imprisoned unjustly. Nearly 15 

years passed before he was used by God to save many nations from a seven 

year famine. Joseph experienced his own “God famine” before his gifts were 

fully used for a greater purpose.  

    God’s timing is so very different than ours. God’s ways are not our ways 

(Isaiah 55:9), and it may seem like God is not present, but He is. He promised in 

Joshua 1:9 “…for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” God has 

given us his word to “teach us, rebuke us, correct us, and train us in 

righteousness” (II Tim. 3:16, 17). When you feel as though God is being silent, 

open up your Bible and feast during the famine. 

    Don’t desert God’s word. It can be a sweet dessert for the soul for those who 

feel stranded in a desert season of life. His word is alive. Read (Hebrews 4:12).   



Weekend – Where Is God? 
By Kel Cunard  

“Now faith is…” Hebrews 11:1 

    On April 8, 1966, Time magazine’s cover declared “God is dead.” This 

startling headline was nothing new. People have been questioning His 

presence, if not existence, since the dawn of history.  

    Today, the world stills tells us God is dead and mockingly asks “Where is your 

god?” But you don’t have to be an atheist or agnostic to have moments that 

make you wonder where God is hiding. When hope fades and worries rise, we 

can ask: “Is God hidden?” 

    The answer is a resounding no; not if we look with the right eyes. Through the 

lens of faith, we can see Him in every detail of this world. By faith, we can be 

certain of His presence even when our circumstances tell us He is light-years 

away. When we “walk by faith and not by sight,” we can be “assured of things 

hoped for and certain of things not seen.” (2 Corinthians. 5:7 and Hebrews 11:1)  

    Read Hebrews 11 and join us this weekend as we conclude our I Doubt It 

series by confronting the question: Is God hidden? 

 

 

  

Pray for the World: Paraguay 
    Paraguay is a landlocked nation between Brazil, Argentina, and Bolivia. Six 

percent of the people there are Evangelicals.  

    The Roman Catholic Church has long dominated the spiritual and political life of 

Paraguay. Although it admirably opposes corruption and immorality, there is also 

much superstitious traditionalism, strong devotion to Mary and occult-related 

bondage to many pre-Christian deities and customs. These practices keep millions 

from liberty in the Lord Jesus and must be broken by prayer. The Catholic Church 

often actively opposes the work of evangelicals. Paraguay has never had a true 

spiritual awakening, and few of the Catholic Spanish-Guaraní majority have a living 

relationship with Christ. Pray for a great spiritual awakening, and a great mission 

vision in the evangelical churches.  (Taken from operationworld.org)    

Prepare for Worship 
    Read Psalm 63. When was the last time you looked upon the hand of God and 

beheld His power and glory? When was the last time you lifted up your hands to 

bless Him? This morning, reflect upon the hand of the Lord in your life, and prepare 

your heart to praise Him in worship. 



 
  



 


