
 
  



  



Sermon Notes –  
August 27, 2017 

I Doubt It: 
Is God Hidden? 
Genesis 25-33 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 86 

 Monday 
• Jeremiah 26-27 
• John 13:21-38 
• Psalm 119:145-160 

 Tuesday 
• Jeremiah 28:1-29:23 
• John 14:1-14 
• Psalm 119:161-176 

 Wednesday 
• Jeremiah 29:24-30:24 
• John 14:15-31 
• Psalm 120 

 Thursday 
• Jeremiah 31 
• John 15:1-17 
• Psalm 121-122 

 Friday 
• Jeremiah 32 
• John 15:18-16:4 
• Psalm 123-124 

 

Discussion Questions 
• What seems to be the common denominator behind our lingering doubts with 

God? 

• Why do we use comfort and pain in our life to determine God’s character? 

• Have you ever felt as if God was hidden? When and why? 

• What were the circumstances surrounding 
that conclusion? 

• What types of events lead someone to 
conclude God doesn’t care or God doesn’t 
exist? 

• Why do some assume that if God is kind and 
loving then He will prevent pain and suffering 
from our life? 

• What do we do when God doesn’t meet our 
expectations?  



Monday – Always Picking on Me 
By Kel Cunard 

“Jacob I have loved but Esau I have hated.” Romans 9:13 

    There were three men who played vital roles in my life: my father, my youth 
pastor, and my soccer coach and principal, David Sanford. As I look back on my 
teenage years, I don’t have to question whether they cared for me. I could write 
for hours about the ways the Lord used their love and influence to shape my 
character, but the adolescent version of me had moments of doubt. At one time 
or another, each one of those men called me on the carpet. They took time to 
say hard things that I needed to hear even though I hated every moment of it. 
    Going into my junior year playing for Coach Sanford, I had high hopes. I had 
started every game as a sophomore, and after winning the state championship, I 
didn’t see why my junior year would be any different. But the season didn’t get 
off to a good start. By the second week of the preseason, Coach Sanford had 
me practicing with the second team, and it didn’t seem like I could do anything 
right. I was certain he was picking on me.  
    After a discouraging practice, I called Coach to see if we could talk. He didn’t 
hesitate to say yes and proceeded to take time away from his family to teach me 
a priceless lesson as we walked around his neighborhood. Coach Sanford 
wasn’t picking on me, he was refining me. Success had made me complacent, 
and he knew I was capable of more than I was showing. A fifteen year old 
version of me felt picked on. Thirty years later, I know it was nothing but love. 
    My Heavenly Father has never given me just cause to question His love, but 
that hasn’t stopped me from having moments of doubt. When He has led me 
through trials, I have questioned His plan and His heart. When His firm hand of 
correction has come upon my life, I have wondered why He was picking on me. 
And there have been moments of pain when I have felt like He was hiding. But 
the longer I live the more I am certain, He is closest when life hurts the most.  
    Our doubt arises from flawed beliefs. We measure God’s love by life’s 
comfort, and wonder where He is hiding when life hurts. But His love is often 
exemplified in the refining pains of this life. To understand this truth, we need 
look no further than Jacob and Esau. Read Genesis 32-33.  
    On more than one occasion, the Bible tells us of God’s preference for Jacob 
over his older brother, but the evidence of His love is surprising. Throughout the 
book of Genesis, we never see God disciplining Esau, but Jacob’s life is a series 
of unfortunate events. After years apart, Jacob came back into the land and 
found Esau so prosperous that he had no need of anything from Jacob as a 
peace offering. While Esau was amassing wealth, Jacob was beaten, broken 
and bearing a lingering limp. Why? God disciplines those He loves.  
    What would change in your life if you redefined your view of God’s love? 
Maybe the moments when He seems hidden are the ones when He is loving 
you the most. Will you set aside your doubts in order to embrace the refining 
love of God? 

 



Tuesday – We Shall Behold Him! 
By George Volpe 

“He covers himself with light as with a garment. He 
stretches out the heavens like a curtain.” Psalm 104:2 

Why is there a danger of looking at an eclipse with the naked eye? Even 
though most of the sun’s rays are blocked, it is possible to stare at the sun 
longer, allowing the powerful rays to enter and damage our eyes. What would 
happen if we could actually see God with our physical eyes? 

The Bible says no man can see God and live. In fact, God protects us by not 
allowing us to see Him directly. Instead, He shows us evidence that He is 
greatest in beauty, brilliance and power. Our physical eyes cannot handle 
seeing God in His glory. The power of that sight would incinerate us. The Bible 
says He covers Himself in light, as if it were a garment. He is so brilliant that He 
is brighter than light!  

But the God of all glory humbled Himself to inhabit and live as a man. Except 
for the transfiguration, those who saw Jesus saw only another physical man. No 
halos. No brightness. There was nothing about His appearance that indicated 
He was God.  

Even though we cannot see God Himself, we see the evidence of His work 
everywhere. The primary proof of God’s existence is creation, including 
ourselves and everything we see. God has also revealed Himself to mankind 
through the revelation of His word, recording the events of His relationship with 
man from the beginning of time.  He has also revealed Himself through Jesus 
Christ. And today the Holy Spirit resides within every believer nourishing, 
strengthening and guiding us. We do not need to see God to have a rock-solid 
faith in Him. 
   But when we say “God is hidden” we’re not likely to mean we can’t see His 
actual form. For Christians, we probably mean that we feel like He is not letting 
us know He is present. And yet as believers we know God is everywhere. So 
how do we reconcile this?  God manifests His presence to our world when He 
wants to express something for His glory and for our benefit. And the Spirit of 
God is able to convey the things of God to us individually according to His 
purpose. 

 But there are times when God hides His manifest presence from us because 
of unrepentant sin. There might also be times when God hides His face from us 
to help us feel our desperate need for Him, and to draw us closer to Him. But 
God Who is always near never abandons any of us. He’s as close as the 
whisper of His name. Read Psalm 104. 
  



Wednesday – Visible in Faith! 
By Nick Molick 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and 
let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.” Hebrews 12:1 

 
The members of the “Hall of Faith” mentioned in Hebrews 11 are great and 

glorious examples of faithful people who exhibited great faith in God in a 
multitude of incredibly difficult circumstances. When we read and think about 
these people they may seem far off from us both chronologically and in terms of 
their faith. I know I often look at them as something to aspire to and hoping that 
one day maybe I will have faith like that. Most of us have probably had those 
thoughts at some point; we read about these biblical people of great faith and 
tell ourselves we can only wish to be that way. But I believe that is not true, I 
believe we all have stepped out in faith at various times in our lives, and God 
has then made Himself visible. 

Early in the year 2000 my wife Tina and I were getting serious about moving 
to Florida.  Her parents had recently moved there from our native Illinois and the 
fact that we had their two grandchildren led to the inevitable questions of “when 
are you moving? How about now?” And so on. We prayed about the move 
intently and the final decision really fell to me as all of my extended family was in 
a ten mile radius of where we lived at the time.  In my prayers I wanted God to 
yell an answer to me but whatever we chose (we moved) I wanted us to honor 
Him in everything. I received more peace in my time with God in leading up to 
the move.  By October of 2000, we were in Florida and realized just how far we 
had stepped out in faith. We had both left jobs we would probably be retired 
from now and we had new job paths here. But God had a plan, things worked 
out, and we are still here. 

Our faith trajectory took a great upward turn as our young boys attended Wee 
World and we became members of FBC Palmetto and our boys ended up 
attending Bradenton Christian School. We sought ways to serve and contribute 
and have met many great brothers and sisters in the faith who were doing the 
same.  I know each of you have a similar story about a time when you stepped 
out in faith, and in retrospect, you are able to see God’s fingerprints all over that 
moment of faithful boldness and the events that followed. That makes God 
known, that makes God visible. God is not dead, He is not silent and He is 
certainly not hidden. The question for all of us is how are we looking for Him? 
He wants us to step out in faith so He can show Himself, His great love, grace 
and mercy to us. Soli Deo Gloria 

When in your life did you step out in faith? How can you see God in those 
events when you look back at them? How has God shown His mercy to you 
when you did not step out in faith?  



Thursday – The Proof Is in the Pudding 
By Keith Thomas 

“Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.  
Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him.” Psalm 34:8 

    Every culture has its own proverbs or idioms that provide advice and teach 
values. Here’s a few you might recognize: “Actions speak louder than words,” 
“Don’t count your chickens before they hatch,” “Don’t let the cat out of the bag,” 
and “Everything but the kitchen sink”. One such proverb has been around since 
the early 1600s: “The proof of the pudding is in the eating.” We know this idiom 
by its modern day version as, “The proof is in the pudding.” 

    “Proof” is translated as the verb “test,” and the “pudding” was not a creamy, 
sweet dessert, but rather, a mixture of meat, oatmeal, and seasonings stuffed 
into a casing like sausage. In those days, a taste test confirmed if the meat was 
spoiled.  Therefore, the wisdom we gain from taste testing pudding translates 
into: The truth and value of something can be judged through personal 
examination for its intended use. 

    Missouri is known as the “Show Me” State, but their motto applies to all of us 
since we have this compelling need for proof before we believe. Even those who 
encountered Jesus everyday wanted a sign to prove His authority and purpose. 
Over and over, Jesus showed them, but they still weren’t satisfied. John 12:37 
says, “Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe 
in him.” 

    Romans 1:20 tell us God’s craftsmanship of the universe is proof enough, 
“For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that 
have been made. So they are without excuse.” 

    Signs can be proof of truth, but momentary and easily forgotten. Our souls 
crave something more, something that goes much deeper. 

    Christianity is based on faith found in a relationship of trusting and believing in 
God who we cannot see. How is this possible? Seeing God is like seeing the 
wind – we can’t see the wind, but we see the effects of the wind. You can’t see 
God, but you can see the miracle of childbirth (Psalm 139:14). You can’t touch 
God, but you feel the love when someone from your Sunday school class 
delivers soup when you’re sick (Matthew 25:35). You might not hear God’s 
audible voice, but you can experience the Spirit’s “still small voice” (I Kings 
19:12).  

    The world’s idiom is, “Seeing is believing,” but God turned everything around 
by His act of mercy and grace through Jesus Christ, so that now we can say 
“Believing is seeing.” 

    Taste test God’s word. It never spoils. Read I John 3:24 to see the proof of 
God’s presence.  



Friday – Insufficient Evidence 
By Kel Cunard 

“…what can be known about God is plain to them…”  
Romans 1:19 

    Bertrand Russell is seen as one of the leading minds of the twentieth century. 
The British philosopher, logician and social activist was an outspoken critic of 
faith and religion through his life. His quick wit and sharp tongue often succinctly 
described the objections of agnostics and atheists to traditional religious beliefs.  

    In a 1963 article, The New Yorker recounted one interaction that happened 
on Russell’s 90th birthday: 

   A London lady sat next to him at this party, and over the soup [asked] 
"What will you do, Bertie, if it turns out you were wrong? I mean, what if 
when the time comes, you should meet Him? What will you say?"  

   Russell was delighted with the question. His bright, birdlike eyes grew 
even brighter as he contemplated this possible future dialogue, and then 
he pointed a finger upward and cried, “Why, I should say, 'God, you 
gave us insufficient evidence.”’ 

    As we conclude a series on our lingering doubts about God, Bertrand Russell 
arrogantly asserted what we have agonizingly wondered: Lord, are you there? 
Our doubts arise from our feelings that He is hidden, but our uncertainties can 
be answered by His truth. 

    In Romans 1, Paul introduces his letter with a powerful passage: “For what 
can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 
For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that 
have been made. So they are without excuse.” (Romans 1:18–20)  

    The last thing we can ever accuse God of is being hidden. Each day holds 
sufficient evidence for His existence so each of us are without excuse. At a 
predictable time, the sun rises every morning, and the swirling ball of nuclear 
fury is at the perfect distance from Earth to make life possible. From our first 
breath to our last, we take in air that contains the ideal amount of oxygen and 
our respiratory and circulatory systems effectively carry the essential element to 
every cell in our bodies. At sunrise and sunset, the sky is awash with 
indescribable beauty, and we have eyes that are capable of perceiving and 
processing the spectrum of brilliant colors. And most importantly, every day we 
have ever lived has unfolded under the shadow of the cross. We live in the wake 
of history’s most outlandish act of love. Jesus even died for those who say there 
is insufficient evidence for His existence. Bertrand Russell’s intelligence may 
dwarf ours, but his ignorance is startling. We need never doubt whether God is 
hidden because His power, provision and love are right there for all to see.  



Weekend – One Day! 
By Kel Cunard  

“One day Elisha went on to Shunem, where a wealthy woman 
lived, who urged him to eat some food.” 2 Kings 4:8 

    One day, I knelt by my bed and asked Jesus to save me.  

    One day, I got down on my knee and she said “Yes.” 

    One day, two of us walked into the hospital and three of us walked out.  

    One day, my mom called to tell me my dad was in hospice.  

    One day can change everything, but the thing about those monumental days 
is that they are orchestrated by a mighty God. The Bible is filled with the stories 
of men and women who saw one day send ripples through the rest of their days, 
and the same can happen for us. 

    Read 1 Kings 4:8-17 and join us this weekend as we begin a new sermon 
series discovering what our God can do with just One Day.   

Pray for the World: Peru 
   Peru is a nation of 29 million on the northwest coast of South America. Only four 
percent of the population are Evangelical Christians. Specific areas for prayer are: 
 Lima is Latin America’s fifth-largest city. Almost two-thirds of the population 
live in slums ringing the city where abject poverty, unemployment and malnutrition 
are rife. Evangelization of the sprawling slums of Lima and nurture of churches in 
that difficult environment are a challenge.  
 Less reached Amerindian tribal peoples. There are still a number of unreached 
peoples (at least 12) with populations often only a few hundred per group. Wariness 
of outsiders and inaccessibility make reaching them extremely sensitive work that 
must be undertaken with great wisdom and patience. 
 Ethnic minorities. The 9,000 Gypsies are coming to Christ in significant 
numbers. The nearly 900,000 Chinese have only a few established evangelical 
churches, and the Japanese population (declining in number) needs more of a 
witness. 
 Street children have multiplied in number, especially in certain areas of Lima. 
Poverty, social breakdown and war led to many being abused, exploited and forced 
to work long hours for a pittance. SU and others are working in their midst. 

 (Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
As you prepare your heart for worship, read Psalm 64 and consider all the ways 
God has protected you this week. 



 

 
  



 
 


