
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – October 22, 2017 
Reverse: 

Unseen Realm 
Luke 8:26-39 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 93 

 Monday 
• Ezekiel 19:1-20:32 
• Hebrews 2 
• Proverbs 4:12-27    

 Tuesday 
• Ezekiel 20:33-21:32 
• Hebrews 3:1-6 
• Proverbs 5:1-9    

 Wednesday 
• Ezekiel 22 
• Hebrews 3:7-19 
• Proverbs 5:10-23    

 Thursday 
• Ezekiel 23 
• Hebrews 4:1-13 
• Proverbs 6:1-19    

 Friday 
• Ezekiel 24 
• Hebrews 4:14-5:14 
• Proverbs 6:20-35   

 

Discussion Questions 
• What examples can you give where you accept things you don’t see?  

• How does this effect the way we think about spiritual activity around us? 

• Why were the demons so terrified that they resorted to begging Jesus? 

• What role could the demonic play in the 
increase of evil in our world?  Do you see a 
pattern in death and destruction that could 
point to their activity?  Give examples.  

 

• Why did the townspeople ask Jesus to leave?  
What were they afraid of? 
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Monday – More Than Meets the Eye 
By Kel Cunard 

“. . . there met him a man from the city who had demons.” Luke 8:27 

    Prior to joining our church staff, I was an educator. During my years as a 
principal, I would occasionally be asked by a student to investigate a “missing” 
item. In most circumstances, the book, bag or article of clothing in question had 
merely been misplaced, but there were instances when one of my students 
made a poor decision and took something that wasn’t theirs. There was one 
student who seemed to make that poor decision a regular habit. 
    Andy (not his name real name) was a frequent flyer to my office who 
struggled with taking things that didn’t belong to him. So when a student whose 
friend had given them a goodie bag of treats for their birthday told me a candy 
bar was missing, I knew who I might find with chocolate covered fingers. Upon 
checking the security footage, one of the cameras had captured the locker 
where the small plastic bag had been hanging. The hall was filled with energy as 
the kids headed to their next class, but no one came anywhere near the goodie 
bag. I wondered if the case of the missing candy bar would remain unsolved, 
until a blurry image turned the corner at the end of the hall. It was Andy coming 
back from the bathroom, and he was the only person in the deserted hallway. 
    If I had paused the clip at this point, I was pretty sure I knew what was about 
to happen. Andy was going to walk down the hall and catch a glimpse of that 
delicious candy bar. After a swift glance for potential witnesses, he was going to 
quickly grab it and go. That outcome would have disappointed but not shocked 
me. However, what I saw next gave me the chills. 
    As the footage played out, Andy walked down the hall, but before he could 
reach the locker, the candy bar spontaneously fell to the floor. Well actually, 
saying it “fell” does not adequately describe what happened. When Andy was 
still several strides away, the candy bar jumped out of the bag, flew through the 
air and landed in the middle of the hall ten feet away from the lockers. No one 
touched it. No one threw it, but it certainly had all the signs of being thrown. 
There is no physical explanation for a stationary object attaining enough 
horizontal velocity to travel ten feet and land precisely in the path of a teen who 
was ripe for temptation. On the video, I saw Andy take the candy, but an unseen 
something set the scene.  
    I am certain that camera recorded spiritual forces working to deceive and 
destroy. God’s word tells us “we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” 
(Ephesians 6:12) I intellectually understand what this verse says, but it took a 
candy bar and a camera to make it real, that there are dark forces devising 
temptations to ensnare and enslave us.  
    Read Luke 8:26-39. What would we discover if we had eyes to see the forces 
at war in the spiritual realm? How would our lives change if we truly understood 
the power of Christ over the forces of evil? 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+8%3A26-39&version=ESV


Tuesday – Invisible Dangers! 
By George Volpe 

“For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and  
that are on earth, visible and invisible….” Colossians 1:16a 

Our physical eyes are only able to see what appears in the visible spectrum—
only a portion of what God has made. Some of His creation is invisible to us.  
We know that angels exist who serve God continually. They are personal beings 
who move between Heaven and Earth unseen by human eyes. There are also a 
portion of the other evil spirit beings we cannot see that move about in our 
world. They are the fallen angels we refer to as demons. 

Demons did not start out as evil spirits. They were originally created as angels 
who served God, but they broke away from God to follow Lucifer, who is Satan. 
(Revelations 12:9)  

We don’t talk about demons much today. Either we consider them to be 
fantasy or we are uncomfortable with the topic, but the Bible does not soften the 
truth or paint pictures of fantasy. If God saw fit to include it in scripture, it is for 
our instruction and ultimately for His glory, and we are wise if we pay close 
attention. 

There are numerous events in scripture where demons are part of the 
narrative. In Luke 8 we see a man filled with many demons. Whatever this man 
did that allowed the demons to enter him is unknown. They controlled him 
physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually. The man was helplessly 
dominated by the power of the demons within him.  Isn’t it interesting how the 
evil spirits in him recognized Jesus and His power over them immediately? 

Scripture says this man had been in this condition a long time. The curse of 
sin had a grip on this man’s life that would not be broken if Jesus had not 
rescued him. Jesus did not try to reason with the man, but immediately 
commanded the demons to leave him, reversing the wicked curse that was 
corrupting his life. He gave the demons permission to enter a herd of pigs that 
were killed when the demons drove them to drown themselves in the sea. It was 
a terrible but strong demonstration of the end-game of evil. And a clear 
message to us on the value of the soul of one man. 

The same evil spirits that indwelt that man are still around, looking for those 
who are willing to turn away from God and open their hearts to wickedness. 
Every day we see hopeless souls lost in sin’s destructive grip. Only Jesus can 
reverse the spiritual darkness that poisons the souls of men.  Read Revelations 
12.    

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelations+12%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelations+12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelations+12&version=ESV


Wednesday – Restoring Our Spirit! 
By Nick Molick 

“’Return home and tell how much God has done for you.’ So the man went  
away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him.” Luke 8:39 

This week’s sermon focuses on the story of the man possessed by many 
demons in the country of the Gerasenes. This may be a familiar story to you but 
there is something that we need to focus on that we may not have before. Do 
you see yourself in the possessed man? If so, how?  If you do not see yourself 
in him, why not? This man’s plight is laid out for us in this biblical account in 
Luke 8:26-39 and it doesn’t sound like something we want to sign up for. For 
starters he is regularly chained, but through the power of his many possessors 
he breaks these chains. He also lives in the tombs that may be nice for a 
Halloween story but not where I want to set up my home. He also lived in 
isolation and under guard; this man was cut off from the rest of society.  

The people of that region knew who he was and they wanted to keep him at 
arm’s length. But this man knew something was wrong with him, and he did not 
want to live that way. Even the demons that possessed him wanted to vacate 
once Jesus arrives. Whether it was this man’s own consciousness, recognizing 
his need for something different, or the power of the demons letting him know 
this or some combination of the two, the point is he was aware something bad 
was happening to him and someone infinitely good had just showed up right in 
front of him. 

This man was in the midst of some real and painful spiritual depravity. He 
needed a savior who would rid him of what was afflicting him. I am no different. 
We all can fall susceptible to the dark night of the soul where God seems far off, 
indifferent and not intimately involved in our soul’s health. But the word of God 
tells us something beautifully different. The word of God presents the love and 
power of Christ to us just as real and clearly as Jesus appearing before this 
possessed man. No matter what is afflicting us, whether it is addiction, 
depression, anxiety or doubt. Jesus has an answer for it, Himself. The mere 
presence of Jesus before this man and before us changes our circumstance and 
our spiritual depravity.   

Jesus presents a way for us to be made new and different from the falling 
world around us and to have His power in us overcome all that the evil one 
would have us focus on. One last and possibly the greatest point in this story is 
that the man recognized Jesus immediately. He didn’t have to ask anyone 
around who this was. Let us become so familiar with Jesus and His ways that 
we recognize Him when He performs spiritual restoration in us and those around 
us. 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+8%3A26-39&version=ESV


Thursday – The Devil Made Me Do It! 
By Cathy Slusser 

“For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with 
virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and 
self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and 

godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.” 
2 Peter 1:5-7  

 
In the early 1970s, comedian Flip Wilson hosted a weekly variety show that 

earned many awards.  At one time, it was the second highest rated television 
show.   Wilson created a character named, Geraldine Jones, a preacher’s wife.  
Wilson, as Geraldine, coined the phrase, “The devil made me do it,” while 
explaining the purchase of an expensive new dress. In the act, Geraldine 
explains that the devil pushes her into a dress shop threatening and bullying her 
until she gives in and buys a dress.  Though Geraldine goes to great lengths to 
resist him, the devil is just stronger than she is; therefore, she is not at fault.  

Wilson’s fourth album entitled, “The Devil Made Me Do It” won a Grammy 
award, and “The devil made me do it,” became a well-known phrase that many 
Americans used to explain their behavior.  However, as Christians, we know that 
Christ is stronger than the devil.  In fact, the Gospel writers go into great detail to 
tell us how Jesus Himself resisted the devil.  It is not the devil who is our 
problem; it is our own lack of self-control.   

I am just as guilty as anyone.  A small piece of candy leads me to eat the 
whole bag.  An ad from Amazon draws me in and with “one click”, I purchase 
more books than I will ever read.  A trip to buy one piece of fabric becomes a 
two hour shopping spree as I buy enough material for several quilts.  Don’t ask 
me how many earth boxes I have.  It is already a sore spot with my husband.   

It is too bad that they don’t sell self-control in the store!  Peter gives us a 
formula for development of self-control in 2 Peter 1:5-7.  We build self-control in 
our life by starting with faith.  When we believe that no matter what happens, 
God is all we need, we build our faith.  Faith leads to virtue defined as good 
character when we remember that we can trust God to follow Him.  From the 
knowledge of Who God is and remembrance of times in the past where God has 
provided all we need, develops self-control.  I can turn my back on those things 
that give me temporary pleasure because I know from experience that only God 
provides lasting satisfaction.  The devil didn’t make me do it, I made myself do it.  
But, trusting God can help me stop.     

Read 2 Peter 1:3-15.  What does Peter say is the cause of corruption in our 
world today?  List the steps to love that Peter lists in 5-7.  What is the result of 
having them in our life?  (Verse 8)  Paul calls self-control, one of the fruits of the 
Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23).  What fruit is evident in your life?  Are you cultivating 
self-control? 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+1%3A5-7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+1%3A3-15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A22-23&version=ESV


Friday – We Have an Enemy 
By Kel Cunard 

 “…that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are 
not ignorant of his designs.” 2 Corinthians 2:11 

    Just a few minutes of watching the nightly news should be enough to 
convince us we live in a world at war. The carnage and devastation of this 
broken realm are on display for all to see, and yet most of us live our lives 
blissfully ignorant of the schemes and designs of our enemy.  

    In an article entitled “Satan’s Ten Strategies against You,” pastor and author 
John Piper invites us to open our eyes to the reality that we have an enemy. 

   One of the most sobering facts about life is that all humans have a 
supernatural enemy whose aim is to use pain and pleasure to make us 
blind, stupid, and miserable — forever. The Bible calls him “the devil and 
Satan, the deceiver of the whole world . . . the accuser” (Revelation 12:9–
10), “the ruler of this world” (John 12:31), and “the god of this age” (2 
Corinthians 4:4). 

   He is our “adversary [who] prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). Yet, in the most appalling and 
unwitting bondage, the whole world willingly “follows the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience” 
(Ephesians 2:2). At his most successful, his subjects march obliviously to 
destruction, and take as many with them as they can. 

    Just as it is dangerous to ignore our enemy, it is delusional to treat Satan as 
God’s equal. The Lord is sovereign over Satan. He is only able to do what God 
allows. Piper asserts, “In effect, [Satan] must get permission — as in the case of 
Simon Peter, where Jesus discloses, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has asked 
to have you, that he might sift you like wheat” (Luke 22:31)… So evidently God 
sees the ongoing role of Satan as essential for his purposes in the world, since, 
if God willed, Satan would be thrown into the lake of fire now, instead of at the 
end of the age… His complete defeat is coming and sure. But not yet.” 

    While we wait for the Lord to unfold His plan, we can be confident in its 
conclusion. “The Son of God appeared to destroy the works of the devil.” (1 
John 3:8) At the cross, Christ “…disarmed the principalities and powers and 
made a public example of them, triumphing over them.” (Colossians 2:15) And 
one day, “the devil… [will be] thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone… and 
will be tormented day and night forever and ever.” (Revelation 20:10) 

    With recognition of our weakness and confidence in Christ’s victory, please 
read Piper’s complete article and approach this day like you have an enemy. 
(https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/satan-s-ten-strategies-against-you)  
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Weekend – The Ultimate Reversal 
By Kel Cunard  

“Do not fear; only believe…” Luke 8:40 

    A centurion’s servant was “lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly,” but it 
only took a word from Jesus to heal him in an instant.  

    As a storm battered the disciples’ boat, Jesus was asleep in the stern. The 
wind and waves were overwhelming them, and they feared death would 
overpower them. But at the voice of Christ, the wind and the waves were silent. 
When He shouted “Peace! Be still!” the weather obeyed.  

    A man had lived his life in the worst type of bondage. A legion of demons had 
made him their home as they drove the man away from his. By the time he met 
Jesus, he was living among the tombs, completely and utterly alone. But when 
Christ arrived, the demons departed, and the man was set free indeed.  

    These stories of powerful reversals have been awe-inspiring. We have been 
reminded of who Jesus is and what He can do in our lives, but if His stories 
stopped here, we would still be a people without hope. Read Luke 8:40-53 and 
join us this weekend as we catch a glimpse of the ultimate reversal.   

Pray for the World:  Senegal 
With a population of almost 13 million, Senegal is mainland Africa’s most westerly 

state. While the official language is French, Wolof is spoken as a first language by 
40% of the population.  Christian and Evangelicals make up 6.6% of the population; 
Muslim 91%. 

Pray for Bible translations. Much has been achieved in the last 25 years. At least 
seven long-awaited New Testaments are published, namely Wolof, Serer, 
Mandinka, Tukulor, Fulakunda, Jola Kasa and Bassari. Work is underway on 17 
other translations, with several teams being led by Senegalese. Pray especially for 
work on several Jola languages (WEC, WBT). The Wolof Old Testament is being 
translated. Just as vital is the work in literacy training – translations without readers 
are useless. Pray for the Scripture translation teams, and for widespread distribution 
of and response to the Scriptures. 

Prepare for Worship 
As you prepare your heart for worship, read Psalm 71 and give praise to the One 

who is your strength when you grow weary. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+8%3A40-53&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+71&version=ESV


                                                                                                            
  



 


