
 



  



Sermon Notes – Are We There Yet? 
2 Thessalonians 2 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 
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Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• Read verses 1-3. What were the Thessalonians being tempted to feel and 

believe, which Paul needed to correct?  

• Deception by definition is tricky. Has there been a time in your life when you 
were deceived? How did you become aware of the truth?  

• List some people or places from where we may gain instruction, direction, or 
teaching? How does one determine whether or not that “source” is reliable?  

• Have you ever been falsely led? 

• What did Paul say must happen first, before the return of Jesus?  

• What phrases does Paul use to describe the “man of lawlessness?” See also 
verses 9-10.  

• What evidence do you see as the work of the Holy Spirit in the world that is 
holding back full-blown evil? Think for just a moment of what it would be like 
when the Holy Spirit is taken away and evil is allowed to run rampant. 

• It is very significant that we note the reasons for those who “are perishing.” 
What does verse 10 tell us is the reason?  

• Now what happens in verse 11? Who sends the 
strong delusion, and what is the reason behind it?  

• In verse 15 the “so then” tells us that with the 
guarantee of their salvation, the Thessalonians are 
to do certain things. What are they to do? What are 
we to do? 

• We see Paul chose to use verbs in the past tense in 
this verse. He LOVED us and GAVE us eternal 
comfort and hope, etc. In what way has God done 
these things in the past? To what is he referring? 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 47 
 Day 231 

John 11:38-12:19 
Prov 18:1–10 
 Day 232 

John 12:20-50 
Prov 18:11–24 
 Day 233 

John 13 
Prov 19:1–12 
 Day 234 

John 14:1-15:17 
Prov 19:13–29 
 Day 235 

Isaiah 1, 2, 6 
Prov 20:1–13 
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Monday – Our Inheritance 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, 
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God's power are being guarded 
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you 
rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by 
various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than 
gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and 
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen him, 
you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with 
joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, 
the salvation of your souls.” 1 Peter 1:3-9 

 

Pause 

1.  How does Peter describe our inheritance in verse 3? 

2.  Verse 6 describes the hardship Peter’s audience is enduring. What are they 
to “rejoice in” despite their suffering? 

3.  Do you think about the fact that Jesus is going to restore this broken world 
to Himself? How does this bring hope to the hurting? 

4.  In what ways does understanding Jesus will return in victory change the way 
we live our lives right now? 

 

Pursue 

Commit to memory what Peter says about our inheritance. He calls it 
“imperishable, undefiled, and unfading.” He says that it is being kept for us in 
heaven by God. When doubts or failure or trials come you can rely on what God 
says about your future. 

 

Pray 

Ask God to create in you a longing for His return. Thank Him that He has 
promised to come back and restore everything to His perfection. Pray for 
brothers and sisters at FBC Palmetto who are being “grieved by various trials,” 
pray they would be comforted by the assurance of Christ’s return.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A6&version=ESV


Tuesday – Are You Destined to Possess 
the Glory of Christ? 

By John Piper, desiring God  

What I want you to enjoy as you read this is the destiny of your calling, the aim 
− the God-appointed, blood-bought, Spirit-assured goal of your life. What is the 
final, highest enjoyment in your future? Your election and salvation and 
sanctification and faith and calling are all aiming at this: “that you may obtain the 
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

• The caller is God. 
• The root of the call is election. 
• The instrument of the call is the gospel.  
• The pathway to the goal of the call is holiness and faith.  
• The workers of holiness and faith are the Spirit and truth.  
• And the goal of the call is the possession of the glory of Christ. 

Yes, “possession of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” is the literal translation. 
The glory of Christ will be your possession. This is your final, highest enjoyment 
in the future. You will come into the possession of the glory of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. What does that mean? 

You were made for this glory. This alone will satisfy the longings of your heart. 
Jesus prayed that you would see his glory in its fullness, on the other side of his 
resurrection: “Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be 
with me where I am, to see my glory” (John 17:24).  

The glory of Christ is our “blessed hope.” We long for him to appear. “We wait 
for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ” (Titus 2:13). When he appears shining with it − we will see him. More truly, 
more clearly, more compellingly, more emotionally, more attentively, more 
undividedly than we have ever seen anything or anyone − good or evil. All the 
good emotions we have ever known, and all the good aspects of all the bad 
emotions, will come together in the fearful, unprecedented joy of that sight. 

Then we will be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, and we will 
become glorious as he is glorious. We will be changed by the sight of his 
incomparable glory. Our union with him will be changed from invisible to visible. 
And in him we will become glorious. 

And thus we will be “conformed to the image of his Son” (Romans 8:29). Which 
means that we will not only be given the radiance of the Son, but the character of 
the Son — the heart-eyes of the Son. With this character and these heart-eyes 
we will be able to see and enjoy the gift of the Son’s radiance in us, and the gift 
of the Son’s radiance before us, in such a way that our own radiance will never 
tempt us to think we are God. He himself will always be the height and the depth 
of our glory and our joy. This is the goal of our calling, our life — the possession 
of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Read the entire article at: www.desiringgod.org/articles/are-you-destined-to-
possess-the-glory-of-christ.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/are-you-destined-to-possess-the-glory-of-christ
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/are-you-destined-to-possess-the-glory-of-christ
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/are-you-destined-to-possess-the-glory-of-christ


Wednesday – Daddy Daughter Dance 
By Faith George 

“Come to Me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest.” 

Matthew 11:28 
 

The first time I remember experiencing the presence of God and the truth I knew 
He put in my heart, was at youth camp the summer after eighth grade. I was 14 
years old. I remember struggling that whole year with where I was supposed to 
go for high school. I wanted to stay at my safe, comfortable private Christian 
school, but I couldn’t shake the feeling that I was being called somewhere else. I 
felt so restless and stressed and worried all the time, afraid of the unknown I knew 
I was being called into. During worship time that week at camp, we sang a song 
that went something like this: 

“You are here, in Your presence I’m made whole. You are God, of all else I’m 
letting go. I’m running to Your arms, I’m running to Your arms. The riches of 
Your love will always be enough. Nothing compares to Your embrace.” 

As I sang those words, an image came to my mind of a little girl dancing with 
her daddy. Her feet were standing on his as he led her in a dance. She smiled 
and laughed because she didn’t have to worry about taking a wrong step or 
missing a beat, her father was guiding her where she needed to go. I opened my 
eyes and was overwhelmed by this tangible peace that had fallen on my heart. 
After months of feeling stressed and anxious, I was finally at rest, having found 
comfort in the Father.  

But here’s the thing. I never would have had such a sweet moment of trust and 
intimacy with God if I was not in a season of tension and discomfort. Looking back, 
having to decide where to go to high school seems like such a silly problem to be 
worried about. At that time it was very real and valid as I was navigating for the 
first time through the process of letting go of control and allowing myself to find 
comfort in knowing that I know the One who knows.  

Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-11. Not only do tough seasons allow us to experience 
comfort in the arms of the Father, they give us wisdom and grace to understand 
our brothers and sisters when they go through something that perhaps God has 
brought us through before. Sometimes our painful situations have literally nothing 
to do with us. Sometimes our hard times are meant to prepare and equip us to 
minister to each other. Once you’ve experienced the peace that surpasses all 
understanding, you can’t help but want to share it with every hurting heart you 
meet.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+1%3A3-11&version=ESV


Thursday – You Are My Joy 
By David Mathis, desiring God 

 

Evangelism is fraught with difficulties and natural resistances: the awkward 
moments, the strained interactions, even harsh responses. But part of what 
makes evangelism so gratifying is the barriers and hardships. When God gives 
us the wherewithal to express his gospel with clarity, it is a spiritually rewarding 
experience, even when our message is rejected outright. 

Such is also the case with disciple-making. Disciple-making, in fulfillment of the 
Great Commission, is of a whole with evangelism. Jesus charges his church both 
to baptize and to teach. “Baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit” is a one-time, evangelistic event at the outset of the 
Christian life, while “teaching them to observe all that [Jesus has] commanded” is 
the extended process by which a young believer is nurtured toward maturity in the 
faith (Matthew 28:19–20). Both have their difficulties, and both have their 
remarkable, irreplaceable, soul-stirring rewards. 

God richly rewards the many costs of disciple-making, and also laces disciple-
making with remarkable joys, which make all the unavoidable costs worth it. God 
holds out unique pleasures when we empty ourselves, at depth and length, for 
the spiritual well-being of others. 

What makes discipling worth the cost is that those in whom we invest become, 
in a real and God-glorifying sense, our glory and our joy. And such sweet-tasting 
fruit from our investment is not in competition with our joy in Jesus, but is itself a 
kind of completion of it. Those whom we disciple are not the enemies of our joy in 
Christ, but an expression of our joy in him. 

If you wonder whether Paul got a little carried away in expressing his joy in 
people in 1 Thessalonians 2:19–20, notice how he turns up the dial in the following 
verses. Finally, the apostle John writes, “I have no greater joy than to hear that 
my children are walking in the truth” (3 John 4). No greater joy.  

How can he say that? Because this is precisely how Jesus himself would have 
it. This is what joy in Jesus does — it grows and expands to draw others in. “No 
greater joy” does not mean that Jesus himself is less than our greatest treasure, 
but that the way in which he is our greatest joy is not inward and sequestered from 
others, but that such joy ripens and extends and draws others in — that our joy 
becomes greater as we invest at depth in particular individuals for an extended 
period of time, and see God work to give the growth. 

Disciple-making is indeed costly — and designed by God, when healthy, to be 
a great joy-producing enterprise. It is not easy, but hard work. Yet it is deeply 
rewarding, with joys we will not otherwise taste apart from God’s work in and 
through us in sharing “our own selves” with others. 

Read the entire article at www.desiringod.org /articles/you-are-my-joy.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/you-are-my-joy


Friday – Who Appreciates It More? 
By George Volpe 

“Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; 
for she loved much: but to whom 

little is forgiven, the same loves little.” 
Luke 7:47 

 

I saw a commercial the other day where a young guy was sitting back in a 
lounge chair with his feet up, dressed in exercise clothes. He was parked right in 
the middle of a large room where a lot of people were jumping around and 
exercising vigorously, while he gently moved his hands and feet barely a few 
inches to mimic their movements on a much smaller scale. Obviously, he was 
getting almost no exercise, while those around him were working up a sweat. If 
this scenario were real, whom do you think would most appreciate the rest 
afterward? 

What requires little effort shows little sacrifice. We admire hard work because 
simple and easy can be done by most anyone. It takes little if any motivation, 
preparation or determination. The things that require planning, sacrifice, 
determination, and dogged persistence demonstrate far more motivation and 
commitment. And there are always a few who are willing to do whatever is 
required to go above and beyond to get the tough jobs done. Their 
accomplishment and reward is so much sweeter than the one who is unwilling to 
put forth the effort. 

I remember a scene in the movie “The Blind Side” when Mrs. Tuohy was getting 
big Mike, the homeless teen football prospect, settled in a bedroom in her home.  
He said, “I never had one before.” To which she replied, “You mean a room all to 
yourself?” “No,” he said. “I mean a bed.”  I’m sure there are untold numbers of 
people tonight who do not have a bed. I think a bed would mean so much more 
to them than a bed has ever meant to me.  

In sports, they don’t replay all the boring plays. They love to rally for the 
underdog, the team that came from behind and won. Why is that? There is 
something wonderful when weakness becomes strength, inability turns into 
capability, or the impossible becomes possible.  

And that reminds me of God’s gracious gift. It is not possible on our own merits 
to be restored to a right relationship with God. There are people who appear nice 
and upstanding. In their minds, they are good enough and don’t need forgiveness. 
There are also people who feel like God would never forgive their awful sins. But 
we’re all sinners − and Jesus paid the price for every sin. The heavier the load 
lifted, the sweeter the restoration.  

The calm is always sweeter at the end of the roughest storm.   



Weekend – Are We There Yet? 
By Phillip Hamm 

 
I like to watch people. While in a store I’ll watch which shirts the man on the 

next aisle is looking at and the ones he’s passing over. While at the doctor’s office 
I’ll watch which magazines get picked up and which ones are left unread. While 
checking out at the grocery store, I’ll watch how the clerk interacts with the 
customer and vice versa. Sometimes I make eye contact. And sometimes it gets 
awkward.  

What I’ve noticed in most every circumstance is that as long as we have 
something to do we won’t mess with our phones. But the moment there is nothing 
to do the phone comes out. I think we just like being distracted.  

Our minds hate idleness, so we search for something to occupy our thoughts. 
We check email, look at the news, check social media, or play a game. As long 
as we are doing this our brains are feeling useful. But therein lies the deception. 
Sometimes we fool ourselves into thinking we are busy doing something when in 
fact we are not really doing anything.  

In the midst of all this nothing we run the risk of missing the something God has 
in store for us. In preparation for Sunday’s message read 2 Thessalonians 3. 

Pray for the World: Thailand 
The Kingdom of Thailand is a fertile and well-watered land bordering on Myanmar, Laos, 

Cambodia and Malaysia. Over 68 million people call this country home. It is roughly the 
size of Wyoming and in this Buddhist dominated society, a mere 1% profess to be 
Christian. 

Thailand has been an island of stability and freedom in a troubled region, but “The Land 
of Smiles” is also awash with difficulties. Pray for these pressing issues and for the wise 
leadership and reform needed to address them: 

a) The political upheaval of 2006-2008 revealed deep fault lines among various political 
parties, the military and the royalty. Protests brought the country to a standstill. 

b) The violent insurgency in the southern areas near Malaysia has claimed thousands 
of lives. It is a result of discrimination against the predominantly Malay Muslim minority 
and the radicalization of the same. 

c) Tensions with other neighbors, including disputes with Cambodia and more notably 
Myanmar, from which over a million have fled disaster and persecution into Thailand. 

                                                     (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 126 and rejoice 
that the Lord has done great things for us. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Thessalonians+3&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+126&version=ESV




 


