
 



  



Sermon Notes – Don’t Forget Who God Is! 
Psalm 98 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• Describe a situation when you were doing something and things got out of 

control? 

 

• What areas of life feel or have felt out of control?  

 

• Why do we want to be in control so badly? 

 

• What are we missing by grasping at control? 

 

• What are we afraid will happen if things don’t go according to our plans? 

 

• What is significant about all of creation worshiping as found in verses 7-8? 
Can you think of other ways that creation worships? 

 

• What’s the difference between mankind and the rest 
of creation in the context of worship? Why is this 
important? 

 

• How does worship help us loosen our grip on 
control? What does worship remind us?  

 

• What steps toward worship can we take daily that will 
help let God be in control of our lives? 

 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 49 
 Day 241 

John 20-21 
Prov 22:17–29 
 Day 242 

1 John 1:1-2:17 
Prov 23:1–9 
 Day 243 

1 John 2:18-3:24 
Prov 23:10–20 

Day 244 
1 John 4-5 
Prov 23:21–35 
 Day 245 

Jonah 1:1-4:11 
Prov 24:1–22 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+98%3A7-8&version=ESV
file://SRV2008DC-01/Common%20Files/Devotionals/secret%20of%20happiness/John%2020-21
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+22%3A17%E2%80%9329&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1%3A1-2%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+23%3A1%E2%80%939&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+2%3A18-3%3A24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+23%3A10%E2%80%9320&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4-5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+23%3A21%E2%80%9335&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jonah+1%3A1-4%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+24%3A1%E2%80%9322&version=ESV


Monday – Now and Forever 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

“Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you 
blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our 
Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, 
before all time and now and forever. Amen.”                                      Jude 24-25 

 

Pause 

1. In verse 24 Jude calls Jesus the one who can “keep us from stumbling” 
and “present us blameless”. Have you ever thought that it was your job 
to make yourself perfect? 

 

2. These two verses in the book of Jude are known as a “doxology”. A 
doxology is just a statement of God’s glory. What would you say about 
God’s Glory? 

 
 

3. Jude mentions four things that we are to give to God. What are they? 
How can we ascribe to Him those things? 

 

 

Pursue 

Memorize the four things that Jude ascribes to God: 

1. Glory 

2. Majesty 

3. Dominion 

4. Authority 

 

 

Pray 

A doxology can be a pray unto itself. Pray slowly the words of Jude 24-25, 
thanking God for who He is.  



Tuesday – Sing a New Song 

By David Mathis, desiring God  

We all love old music. Whether it’s centuries old or even just a few months, the 
tunes we enjoy most are unavoidably the ones we already know. Music has a 
strange power to capture thoughts and feelings from the past, recent or long ago, 
and send them streaming into our present at the sound of just a few bars. 

It’s a common experience to find yourself moved by some old song that you’ve 
sung for years. And if it’s a Christian hymn or worship chorus, you might feel 
freshly connected to God’s amazing faithfulness, not just through the ages, but in 
your particular life.  

But I’m unaware of any command in the Bible to “sing old songs.” It’s not 
disobedient to sing old songs; it simply isn’t something God needs to remind us 
to do. Our inertia is toward humming and singing and selecting the stuff we 
already know. We already like the songs we like, after all.  

What we don’t yet know is the new songs. And it takes some energy to write 
them and learn them. So the Scriptures need to remind us again and again to 
“sing a new song.” 

Three Psalms start with precisely these words — Psalms 96, 98, and 149 — 
“sing to the Lord a new song.” The psalmist has “waited patiently for the Lord” for 
some deliverance. God hears him, and rescues him, and one of the things he 
does for him in the deliverance is “he put a new song in my mouth, a song of 
praise to our God” (Psalm 40:3).  

New songs of praise are appropriate for new rescues and fresh manifestations 
of grace. As long as God is gracious toward us, as long as he keeps showing us 
his power, and wowing us with his works, it is fitting that we not just sing old songs 
inspired by his past grace, but also that we sing new songs about his ever-
streaming, never-ceasing grace. 

And this isn’t just true in this age, but for eternity. God will never cease to inspire 
awe in us about the breadth and depth and height of who he is and his 
mindboggling love for us in Christ. If we take our cues from the worship of heaven 
in the book of Revelation, and get a little foretaste now of the feast of worship to 
come, it seems God would have us blend in new songs with the old as we prepare 
to “sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever” (Psalm 89:1). 

In Revelation 15:3, we’re told that “those who had conquered the beast” sing 
“the song of Moses” — which is an old song, from Exodus 15 or Deuteronomy 32 
— but they also sing “the song of the Lamb,” a new song. So also the worshipers 
of heaven are said to be “singing a new song” in Revelation 14:3. And in 
Revelation 5:9, the four living creatures and 24 elders “sang a new song.” 

Forever God will continue to “show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:7), and as he does — for his 
glory and for our joy — we will keep singing new songs. 

Read the entire article at www.desiringgod.org/articles/sing-a-new-song.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/sing-a-new-song
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/sing-a-new-song


Wednesday – Coffee Shop Conviction 
By Faith George 

“There is therefore now no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

Romans 8:1 
 

Lately I’ve been learning I cannot complain about anything if I am not willing to 
do something to create the change I think is necessary. It’s a harsh truth, because 
it requires me to do more than talk; it calls me to action. I think this is more than 
just a nice motto to live by, it’s one that needs to revolutionize the body of Christ.  

I am guilty of meeting a friend for coffee, discussing the real and deep issues 
we see in ourselves, just to say, “This was fun! So good talking about stuff like 
this, let’s do it again!” We pay for our overpriced (but delicious) coffee, head home, 
and nothing changes. The thing is, my downfalls and disobedience are not 
matters to flippantly talk about while sipping my coffee. If I see a problem in my 
life, I am called to do something about it, not mope around in a woe-is-me fashion. 
I’m so guilty of wallowing in my sin and shame, not going to the One who is faithful 
to forgive me and cleanse me of all unrighteousness. Now why would I choose to 
live in guilt and remorse when I have the ability to move on by accepting God’s 
forgiveness? 

Quite simply, because accepting grace means acknowledging that I need 
grace. Not only that, but encountering the mercy of the Lord doesn’t come without 
the command to change. Many of us would rather continue in sin and guilt 
because if we stay there, we don’t have to do anything differently. 

We often confuse condemnation with conviction. Conviction commands change 
and comes from the Holy Spirit. Condemnation cripples change and comes from 
the enemy. Conviction says “You are more than your sin. You’re forgiven. Take 
My hand and get up, let Me work in your heart.” Condemnation says, “Your sin is 
what defines you. God will never be able to forgive you. You aren’t capable of 
change, so why even try?” Read Romans 8:1-11. 

Do you see the difference? When we first accepted the blood of Christ as 
payment for our sin, the work was finished. Our past, present and future sin has 
all been paid for. But when we accepted that gift, we agreed to live our lives in a 
way that honors and glorifies the One who died for us, and sin hinders us from 
doing that. 

This week ask God to help you recognize the difference between conviction 
and condemnation. Ask Him to show you the areas where you’re refusing His 
grace and invite Him to work with you there.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8%3A1-11&version=ESV


Thursday – It’s About God 
By George Volpe 

“Be still and know that I am God.” 
Psalm 46:10 

 

Sometimes in our rapidly moving world, it’s easy for the important things in life 
to become a blur when we’re trying to keep up with everything. We switch quickly 
between the rearview mirror and what’s ahead of us while trying to balance things 
like health and family matters and making sure the bills are paid. Time seems to 
move so quickly. 

We love to lift our voices in prayer and worship to a gracious and merciful God. 
But it can be a challenge to stop long enough to actually enjoy the reality and the 
awesome wonder of the God who arranged every detail of our world, our lives, 
and our redemption long before the world began.  

There is an unexplainable calm and inner peace that can only come when we 
focus our attention on God. The God of dimensions we can’t even understand is 
able to clearly see all of our feelings, and the slightest of our intents. He captures 
everything. I don’t know how a God so immense, who defines power and who is 
so majestic could stoop to even be concerned about every little tear that falls. But 
Scripture says He does.   

There is breath-taking magnificence in everything God has made. But that’s just 
His creation. How much greater, how much more spectacular is God Himself? 
There is no one like Him. There is none beside Him. His excellence is infinite. He 
is without limit.  

So how is it that during a time when we celebrate the incarnation of the Son of 
God, that we could find ourselves glossing over the splendor of such an incredible 
event, the birth of the One who provided the way for the rescue of all mankind? I 
guess as we focus on all the things that need our attention day in and day out, we 
don’t realize how we might be brushing by the most important Person of all. 

Christmas is one of those special holidays that is so full of happy memories, 
twinkling lights, presents, food, family. It’s joyful and wonderful worship. Smiles 
and wishes that only come once a year. It’s a lot to take in. And it could keep us 
so occupied that we focus on stuff and forget about God. 

There was never a life that changed the world like Jesus. There was never a 
more willing sacrifice who paid the greatest possible price to rescue us. There will 
never be a plan and purpose that ever approaches the overwhelming greatness 
of the God who came in the manger. Despite the distractions of the Christmas 
season, we do well to give special thanks and praise to the greatness of our God.  



Friday – Jesus Sings 
By Tony Reinke, desiring God 

 

Jesus sings. If Scripture didn’t say it, I wouldn’t either. But it’s true. In four places 
in Scripture we read that Jesus, the Son of God himself, raised his voice in 
worship. 

Matthew 26:30 and Mark 14:26 are two parallel texts picturing Jesus “singing a 
song of praise.” Both passages are brief. We read that Jesus sang a hymn with 
the disciples at the conclusion of the Lord’s Supper. In their fellowship, Jesus lifted 
up his voice and sang a hymn, a customary finale to a Passover meal together. 
And that’s it. The biblical writers have little more to say about it.  

Hebrews 2:12 pictures Jesus “singing a song of praise.” In this next passage 
we find a New Testament writer quoting a line from a rich messianic psalm, Psalm 
22:22. The psalm seems to be used to illustrate the solidarity of the incarnate 
Christ and believers.  

Apparently embedded in Christ's incarnation is his commitment to participate in 
community worship. And if this is true, it helps to explain his commitment to local 
synagogues during his ministry. But this may also help explain why Jesus sings 
with his disciples. At the Lord’s Supper, he raised his voice in worship of his 
Father, and by this he actively engaged in the disciples’ humanity. He shared their 
life, participating in their human experience (Hebrews 2:14). 

He sang to make possible his unique, substitutionary work on the cross. Christ 
was not ashamed to stand beside us. He was not ashamed to become our brother 
(Hebrews 2:11). What inconceivable mercy that he was not ashamed to suffer 
and die for us! His participation with humanity qualifies him to suffer as our 
punitive and substitutionary sacrifice (Hebrews 2:10). 

Jesus, as the perfect worshipper, sang hymns to the Father. As we will see in 
a moment, he continues to sing hymns to the Father. But here we need to see 
that Jesus sang because he is our Brother. 

Romans 15:9 pictures Jesus singing and playing an instrument, fulfilling the role 
as the Church’s chief worship leader. In this final text, the Apostle Paul also cites 
from the Old Testament a line from David and his psalm of thanksgiving (Psalm 
18:49). But in the Old Testament language we discover a singer engaged in more 
than a solo. Here the singing includes an instrument, and David takes a role 
similar to that of a worship leader. Again, a corporate theme emerges here.  

Of course any Jewish worship leader could lead the Jewish nation in worship. 
But this worship leader has set his sights on something larger, on leading worship 
among all the Gentile nations. This worship leader will not sing in spite of the 
Gentiles, but he will sing among the Gentiles. Paul is speaking about Christ by his 
reference to Psalm 18:49. The resurrected Christ is a victor and has taken his 
place as a global worship leader. We are united to Christ, and in him all our 
worship is brought together into one global choir to the praise of the Father. 

Read the entire article at www.desiringgod.org/articles/jesus-sings.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/jesus-sings
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+18%3A49&version=ESV
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Weekend – Living a Story Worth Telling 
By Phillip Hamm 

If you had to name your favorite movie what would you say? If you asked me, I 
would respond with an early 90’s western entitled Tombstone. But I would also 
include two romantic comedies staring Meg Ryan and Tom Hanks entitled 
Sleepless in Seattle and You’ve Got Mail. As honorable mentions I would have to 
add Mel Gibson’s The Patriot as well as Forest Gump. (Notice I couched the 
romantic comedies between two very tough manly movies. I hope my man card 
isn’t in jeopardy.)  

What’s the commonality between all these movies? I’ve watched them over and 
over. Now, before you start your email describing how disappointed you are that 
your pastor watched these movies, hear me out. They’re good stories. No, they’re 
incredible stories! And we will watch an incredible story over and over. We will tell 
an incredible story over and over. We will even tell someone else’s story if it’s 
good enough. Because we love good stories.  

Here’s the point: Is the story of your life one that could be told over and over? 
Maybe someone will tell the one about you getting up and going to work. Or the 
one about you coming home tired. Or the one about you watching TV until you fell 
asleep on the couch. Compared to movies our lives can seem pretty boring. But 
with God as the author, the story of our lives doesn’t have to be.  

God is constantly inviting us to join Him at His work. And His work is pretty 
exciting. Of course, we’ll still be getting up and going to work. And we’ll all keep 
falling asleep on the couch. But when we have the courage to join God in the 
adventure He’s writing for us, there will be stories to tell for generations.  

For the next few weeks we are going to look at stories of three women who 
joined God in His adventure. As we watch their stories unfold, let’s listen for God’s 
invitation to join Him in the story He’s writing around us. Look at the Book of Ruth 
as you prepare for Sunday’s worship.  

Pray for the World: Ukraine 
Ukraine, located east of Poland and south of Russia, is home to 45 million people in a 

country that is similar in size to West Virginia. Of the total population, 79% profess to be 
Christian. There is still a place for long-term workers willing to learn the language and 
culture, most particularly in Bible teaching, leadership training and facilitating and assisting 
Ukrainians in setting up their own ministries and missions. 

A blossoming of agencies followed independence with Ukrainians and are now working 
in outreach, with children, and especially in humanitarian work. Pentecostals/charismatics 
and Baptists minister both within Ukraine and without, sending missionaries to other 
former Soviet states.  Pray for the burgeoning Ukrainian missionary movement – for further 
growth, provision and fruitful partnership with Western and other agencies. 

                         (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 128 and reflect 
upon the blessing of those who fear the Lord and walk in His ways. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth+1-4&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+128&version=ESV




 


