
 



  



Book of Ruth - Discussion Questions 
• What events in your life do you wish had ended differently? Why? 

 

• Can you look back on your life and see where decisions you made changed 
your future? What were they? 

 

• Summarize the situation in which Naomi and Ruth are living as found in 
chapter 1.  

 

• What do you start to notice about Ruth in chapter 1 that makes her different 
than her sister in law? 

 

• The passage doesn’t tell us, but what are some possible reasons Ruth makes 
the choice to stay with Naomi?  

 

• Boaz is called Ruth’s redeemer (v 2:20). What is that? 

 

• One decision seems to lead to another for Ruth. 
Review the decisions she’s made. 

 

• How could Ruth’s life have been completely different 
if she had made other choices? What is the impact 
of the decisions she made? 

 

• What decisions do you need to make? How do you 
know you’re making the right one? 

 

• What’s the next right thing you need to do?  
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Devotion One – God Is In Control 
By George Volpe 

“Where you go, I will go . . .” 
Ruth 1:16 

 

Who would think that the birth of Moab by the incestual relationship of Lot and 
his oldest daughter would lead us along the line of David’s ancestors by way of a 
non-Jewish woman? How could the desperation of a famine in Israel, forcing a 
Jewish family to travel to the idolatrous land of Moab to survive, turn out for good? 
How could the death of all of the men in a starving Jewish family bring anything 
but hopelessness and depression? 

God is able to turn desperation into abundance. Unwilling to go her own way, 
Ruth clings to her mother-in-law, with nothing left but an unwavering trust in 
Israel’s God. She commits her life to whatever He has left for her. There is no 
complaint that God has taken her husband, or that she has nothing left. We could 
easily understand it if there was. But there is no bitterness in Ruth. Little does she 
know how great the God of Israel is, and how He will orchestrate events so that 
she will find peace and be placed not only in the lineage of King David, but also 
the coming Messiah. 

Single women did not find it easy to survive in Biblical times. Without a means 
to provide a subsistence, with no family and no inheritance, Naomi turned back to 
her roots in Bethlehem, hoping to obtain mercy and to do what she could to 
survive. At least she would be back in a familiar land with her own people. But 
Ruth was leaving her home, going to an unfamiliar land among people who 
worshipped the God of Israel, whom she had only heard about from her husband 
and mother-in-law.  

Why didn’t Ruth just stay in familiar surroundings? What drew her to Naomi and 
the land of Israel? Only God knows. But we catch a glimpse of Ruth’s heart when 
she voices her famous words:  

“Where you go, I will go; and where you lodge, I will lodge: your people shall 
be my people, and your God my God: Where thou die, will I die, and there will 
I be buried: the Lord do so to me, and more also, if anything but death separates 
you and me.” (Ruth 1:16-17) 

In just 85 verses, the book of Ruth demonstrates how God restores those who 
look to him with hope. It’s about God’s remarkable plan and His covenant of 
faithfulness. Ruth, Naomi, and Boaz show us how God works in mundane, 
everyday events in the lives of his people and what human faithfulness looks like 
in return. The Book of Ruth encourages us to view our day-to-day lives as an 
important part of God’s bigger plan.  



Devotion Two – The Shepherd’s Story 
By Jim Pike 

“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 

Luke 2:15 
 

Have you noticed God doesn't always follow our script? A church committee 
would have planned Christmas very differently. I am sure there would have been 
no virgin birth. Little unimportant Nazareth would not have been a place chosen 
to find a mother for Jesus, and Mary would not have been their choice. Bethlehem 
wouldn't have been chosen as the birth place, and certainly not a cattle stall. But 
God doesn't follow our play book. He does things His way.  

The committee definitely would not have chosen shepherds to be the first to 
hear the announcement from Heaven. Who were they? We don't even know their 
names. They were not important to anyone − except God. Shepherding was not 
a very respectable vocation. Shepherds were on the bottom rung of the social 
ladder. They were not allowed in the temple or synagogue. They were not allowed 
to give testimony in a court of law. They grazed their sheep throughout the 
countryside and paid little attention to property boundaries. They would even 
graze on land owned by Gentiles, which was unthinkable for pious Jews.  

These shepherds had a story to tell. Imagine years later one of the shepherds 
telling his son about this night. It might have gone something like this: 

 "We bedded down our sheep for the night and were huddled around the fire 
rolled up in our blankets in the chill of the night. I was about to doze off when 
suddenly there was a big bright light in the sky like nothing we had ever seen. 
It was scary. We thought the world was coming to an end. Then we saw angels 
in the sky, and one of them told us not to be afraid, that they had come to tell 
us the Messiah, the Christ had been born. The angel said we would find the 
baby in Bethlehem wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. We decided to go 
to Bethlehem and see if we could find the newborn Messiah. Sure enough, we 
found Him with Mary and Joseph in a cattle stall behind an inn. There He was, 
lying in a manger just like the angel said. By this time it was getting daylight, 
and we had to get back to our sheep. We were so excited we had personally 
met the Christ and told everyone we met." 

The shepherds didn't just marvel at the hillside experience. There was 
something greater to their story. They went to Bethlehem to see the Christ child.  
That was the most important part of their story. For many, Christmas is the hillside 
experience, the lights and the excitement of the season. What is your story? Have 
you personally met Christ? Are you telling others about Him? If you haven't met 
Him, He waits for you. Why not make this part of your story? It will change your 
life for eternity.  



Weekend Devotion – Esther 
A Story Worth Telling 

By Phillip Hamm 
 

It’s ok to be scared. In fact, it’s healthy to be a little afraid of some things. Fear 
is what keeps me from hang gliding, parachuting, and base jumping. Fear makes 
me smell the milk jug before I pour a big glass. And fear leads me to turn on the 
lights in a dark room. 

Fear sometimes keeps us safe and healthy. But fear can also paralyze us. Too 
many of us have missed big opportunities because we couldn’t guarantee the 
future. Too many of us have regrets about decisions we didn’t make because we 
were scared of the unknown. And too many of us have been immobilized with fear 
when God invited us into His plan.  

Some allow fear to control them. And some learn to control the fear. The 
difference can be life changing. In preparation for Sunday’s message read over 
the Book of Esther. 

Pray for the World: United States of America 
The United States is the world’s third largest nation in area and population. Russia and 

Canada hold the first and second largest, respectively. Home to 318 million, 78% profess 
to be Christian.  

Student ministries continue to play a vital role. Movements such as InterVarsity 
Christian Fellowship (IFES), Navigators, CCCI, Campus Outreach, Chi Alpha, Campus 
America, Campus Church Net, SVM2 and others combine to generate effective outreach, 
discipleship and prayer on campuses. The large Urbana conferences of InterVarsity, The 
Traveling Team and other ministries challenge many students with the needs of a lost 
world.  

The ministries of Navigators and CCCI have diversified into a wide range of activities in 
the USA and around the world. The Passion conferences profoundly impact the lives of 
many thousands of students every year. It is in their college years that the largest 
percentage of Christians fall away; yet, student movements have been at the heart of 
almost every revival and missions movement in America’s history. 

                         (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 129 and may 
the blessing of the Lord be upon you! 
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