
 



  



Sermon Notes – My Story - Esther 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What are you afraid of? Why? 

 

• What decisions are affected by these fears? Why? 

 

• Review the story of Esther: How did she become the queen? 

 

• Why did Haman want all the Jews in the country dead? 

 

• What does this tell you about the national sentiment toward Jews? 

 

• Why was Esther’s ethnicity a secret? What was she afraid of? How did this 
fear impact her decisions? 

 

• What did Mordecai ask her to do? Why was she 
hesitant? 

 

• In what ways do our fears control the decisions we 
make? Give examples of opportunities that are 
missed and/or regrets that we have because of fear? 

 

• We’re never going to stop making decisions based 
on what scares us, but how can we start being fearful 
of the right things? 
 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 51 
 Day 251 

Ezekiel 36-37 
Prov 27:1–11 
 Day 252 

Rev 5-7 
Prov 27:12–27 
 Day 253 

Rev 8-9 
Prov 28:1–12 
 Day 254 

Rev 10-12 
Prov 28:13–28 
 Day 255 

Rev 13-14 
Prov 29:1–11 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+36-37&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+27%3A1%E2%80%9311&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev+5-7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+27%3A12%E2%80%9327&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev+8-9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+28%3A1%E2%80%9312&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev+10-12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+28%3A13%E2%80%9328&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev+13-14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+29%3A1%E2%80%9311&version=ESV


For His Glory 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

And they told Mordecai what Esther had said. Then Mordecai told them to reply 
to Esther, “Do not think to yourself that in the king's palace you will escape any 
more than all the other Jews. For if you keep silent at this time, relief and 
deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father's 
house will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for 
such a time as this?” Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, “Go, gather all 
the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or 
drink for three days, night or day. I and my young women will also fast as you do. 
Then I will go to the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish.” 
Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him. 

Esther 4:12-17 

Pause 

1. In the passage, Esther needed to be reminded that God was in complete 
control. When have you needed that reminder? 

 

 

2. Esther was willing to risk everything, “if I perish, I perish,” in order to do 
what she knew God was telling her to do. What are you not willing to risk 
in order to do what God is telling you to do? 

 

 

3. What is God calling you to do that seems too risky or too costly? 

 

 

Pursue 

Spend the next 60 seconds thinking about what you would do for God if you 
weren’t worried about the possible cost. 

 

Pray 

Thank God that He is in total control. Ask Him to give you clarity about what He 
is calling you to do. Ask Him to start removing the fear and doubt from your life 
so that every day you can attempt greater and costlier things for His Glory.  



The Angel’s Song 
By Jim Pike 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

Luke 2:13-14 
 

Christmas is a time of celebration and singing songs like Joy to the World! and 
Silent Night. The birthday of the King resounds with "Alleluia! O how the angels 
sang. Alleluia! How it rang! And the sky was bright with a holy light, 'Twas the 
birthday of a King."  

Perhaps the best song is the one least sung. It is the song the angels sang. We 
only have a few words of the song, but how powerful and beautiful they are. The 
heavenly hosts proclaimed, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men." It was an act of praise and worship on the highest order.   

That night something wonderful happened. The God of Heaven had entered 
our world through the womb of a virgin. The Apostle John said the One who 
created the world, became flesh and lived among us. The One who walked 
Heaven's streets of gold came to walk on earth's streets of dirt. The One who 
knew no sin, who dwelt in Heaven where there was no sin, came into a sin filled 
world to live among sinful man. No wonder the angels sang, "Glory to God in the 
highest." The King of the Ages, the God of Glory, the long-awaited Messiah has 
come! Christmas should elicit praise and worship from our lips.  

But there was more to the angel's song. There was worship and praise because 
the Prince of Peace had come. For hundreds of years, people had sought peace 
that would satisfy their longing heart. There was a spiritual war raging in the hearts 
of mankind. Sin and Satan had invaded their world. Various measures were 
instituted in attempts to find lasting peace, but to no avail. Suddenly that night 
everything changed. The Prince of Peace entered the world to bring the peace 
mankind was seeking. It is no wonder angels sang "Glory to God." 

Sadly, the song of the angels will not be sung by the multitudes this Christmas. 
There will be no thought or time to worship the Most High God. The hustle and 
bustle, the mad rush of shopping, parties, and the noise and commotion will drown 
out the angel's song. There will be no worship and there will be no peace. 

Don't get so caught up in the holiday that you miss the song. Christmas is not 
about you, your family or your friends. It is about God demonstrating His love for 
sinners by coming into our world to save us and give us peace through the 
forgiveness of sin. The Christ Child became a man, died on the cross, and arose 
from the grave that we might have peace with God. That is really what Christmas 
is about. Let every tongue sing Glory to God in the highest. "Celebrate the King, 
put all your trust in Him. Celebrate the King, lift your voice and sing."   



Just Ordinary People 
By George Volpe 

“Now in putting everything in subjection to him, 
he left nothing outside his control.” 

Hebrews 2:8 
 

Looking up information used to require digging into a book. Now we have the 
Internet. You can type in the name of anyone and learn a lot about them, 
especially if they are well known. For most of us though, we’re not responsible for 
some world-changing event historians deem worthy to record. There will not be 
some big splash about our superhuman athletic prowess or how our lives changed 
the world through some great invention or intellectual discovery. We’re just every 
day, ordinary people. 

I think Esther would have echoed that sentiment about her life growing up. She 
was just an ordinary Jewish girl, living an ordinary life. Like today, there were 
people in Esther’s day who were the tools of the adversary, bent on destroying 
the people who worshipped the God of Israel. Before they knew what was 
happening, the Persian king had agreed to an evil plan allowing the murder of all 
Jewish people in the kingdom. 

God knows every scheme of Satan and his influence on men’s hearts even 
before they do. What the forces of evil cannot understand is that God uses 
everything and everyone to accomplish His will. God is in control of every aspect 
of our lives, whether we want Him to be or not, and there is nothing that is not 
subject to Him. (Hebrews 2:8) Esther was not trying to be a “somebody.” She was 
just living a life of obedience to God. He used the courage and faithfulness of a 
Jewish woman to foil an evil plan and save His people.   

There may be days when we view our lives as unimportant. No one is standing 
in line to interview us about what we did yesterday or what we’re doing tomorrow. 
What the world does not know is our God put every single person on this earth to 
fulfill His purpose. You are not here by accident. Sometimes an unknown girl 
becomes a queen. But the rest of us should recognize that God uses even the 
simplest of lives in His eternal plan.  

If we look at our lives as a boring, useless journey we not only overlook the 
awesome greatness of how God uniquely created us, but we may miss the highest 
calling of all − fulfilling God’s purpose with every opportunity. We may not be 
important in the eyes of the world, but in God’s eyes, we are His children, His 
love, His bride. He spared nothing to rescue us. 

In every life God silently weaves events for His glory. When our will aligns with 
His, we are effective tools in the Master’s hand. 
  



For the Sake of the Gospel 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would 
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For 
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and 
the gospel's will save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and 
forfeit his soul? For what can a man give in return for his soul?” 

Mark 8:34-47 

Pause 

1. Why does it seem like Jesus is trying to convince people NOT to follow 
Him? 

 

2. Try to put yourself in the crowd as Jesus offers this invitation to radically 
change your story. Do you think you would have accepted the invitation? 

 
 

3. Jesus is asking the crowd to bet their life and their eternity on Him. Why 
would we trust Him with so much on the line? 

 

 

Pursue 

Memorize Verse 35: 

“For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 
my sake and the gospel's will save it.” 

 

 

Pray 
Thank Jesus that He is trustworthy with our lives and our eternity. Ask the Holy 
Spirit to empower you to follow Jesus in laying down your wants, needs and 
desires for the sake of the Gospel. Listen closely for the Father to direct you 
to where He is calling you to go and serve for the sake of Jesus Christ and His 
Gospel.  



What’s In a Name? 
By Jim Pike 

“She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save 
his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 

spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 

Matthew 1:21-23 
 

The mention of a name elicits interesting responses.  What comes to mind when 
you hear the name Albert Einstein? Bill Gates? Jeff Zuckerberg? What about 
names of preachers like Spurgeon, Wesley, Moody, or Graham? And names of 
military leaders, like Napoleon, Washington, or Patton? There are great names in 
literature and politics, but when it comes to salvation, there is only one name that 
matters. It is the name of Jesus, the name above all names. What a powerful 
name! 

Shakespeare asked the question, "What’s in a name?" Everything if that name 
is Jesus. His name changed the world. At the name of Jesus troubled hearts are 
soothed, sins are forgiven, lives changed, fears conquered, hope renewed. He 
restores the broken, comforts our hurts, brings joy to our hearts, guides our steps. 
The Bible tells us Jesus is the Creator of Heaven and Earth, the Beginning and 
the End, the King of kings and Lord of lords, the Messiah, the Only Wise God, 
Wonderful Counselor, Almighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, the 
Good Shepherd, the Light of the World, the Way the Truth and the Life, our Rock 
and Redeemer, Immanuel − God with us.   

In the name of Jesus there was healing for the cripple, sight for the blind man, 
life for Lazarus, forgiveness for the sinful woman at the well, a new life for Saul of 
Tarsus, and salvation for all who call upon His name. Tyrants have tried to destroy 
that name, philosophers have ridiculed it, but the name of Jesus is engraved in 
history and can never be removed.   

As Gloria Gaither rightly proclaimed, "And there shall be that final day when 
every voice that has ever uttered a sound, every voice of Adam's race, shall raise 
in one mighty chorus to proclaim the name of Jesus. For in that day, every knee 
shall bow, every tongue shall confess, that Jesus Christ is truly Lord. You see, it 
was not by mere chance that caused the angel one night, long ago to say to a 
virgin maiden: His name, His name shall be called Jesus...Jesus...Jesus... Yes 
there is something, something about that name." 

In the name of Jesus there is forgiveness, joy, peace, comfort, a wonderful life 
in this world and an eternal home in Heaven. That is what is in the name of Jesus. 
That is what Christmas is all about − Immanuel − God with Us, God invading our 
world to be with us.   



Just Say Yes 
By Phillip Hamm 

“And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the 
Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” 

Luke 1:38 
 

It’s interesting the things we don’t have to teach kids. I’ve never known a parent 
to teach a kid to say the word ‘mine.’ Yet, from the next room, two toddlers can 
be heard screaming that word as they wrestle over a toy. 

I’ve never seen a parent throw herself on the floor while kicking and screaming 
when she didn’t get her way. But in far too many checkout lines I’ve seen children 
do just that when they weren’t allowed to get a piece of candy.  

And I’ve never heard a parent intentionally teach their child to say the word ‘no.’ 
But try to feed a baby mashed peas, get a toddler in the bath, or lay any kid down 
for a nap and this will likely be the first word you hear.  

While Nancy Reagan popularized the phrase in the early 80’s, we can miss out 
on some amazing things by just saying no. Sometimes all God wants from us is a 
yes when it’s easier to say no.  

In preparation for Sunday’s message and communion read Luke 1:26-38. 

Pray for the World: Venezuela 
About 80% of the 29 million people of this South American country live along the 

Caribbean coastal belt in the north; the center and south are grasslands and tropical forest. 
The size of Venezuela is comparable to the combined square miles of Texas and 
Colorado. 

Some challenges for prayer are: a) The upper and middle classes are under-
evangelized but influenced by other religious groups. A number of missions and churches 
are concentrating efforts to reach these important groups. b) Caracas, the capital, is one 
of the least-reached areas. Over one million live in the ranchos (slums), and gangs or drug 
barons control entire areas. c) Students, young people and children need more focused 
outreach. d) Prisoners live with severe overcrowding, inhumane conditions, frequent 
violence, torture of detainees, lengthy pre-trial detention and seemingly untouchable 
criminals operating within the government, police and armed forces. e) The growing Arab 
community (more than 130,000) has become prominent in commerce. Most are Lebanese 
and Syrian. Most are Shi’a and Sunni Muslims. No direct effort to evangelize them has 
been made.                                                                                              (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 130 and wait 
upon the Lord, for in Him there is forgiveness. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+1%3A26-38&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+130&version=ESV


  



 


