
 



  



Sermon Notes – Not Yet 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• Discuss the phrase “no good deed goes unpunished.” What does it mean?  

 

• Tell of a time when you did the right thing and seemingly got punished for it. 

 

• Why does the author keep reminding the reader that the Lord was with 
Joseph? 

 

• Why do we expect God to reward us for doing right? What happens to our 
faith when life doesn’t turn out that way? 

 

• Review the story. What was the nature of Joseph’s predicament? How had 
his family prepared him, or not prepared him, for this situation? Review 
chapter 38 to see his brother Judah’s behavior.  

 

• What is significant about how Joseph responded to Mrs. Potiphar? Why do 
you think Mrs. Potiphar made up the story? 

 

• What happened to Joseph for doing the right thing? 
Read verses 21-23. What possible reasons could 
God have had for allowing Joseph to go to jail? What 
might He have been preparing Joseph to do? 

 

• Read Isaiah 40:31. What does Isaiah say we are to 
wait on? What difference does it make what we wait 
on? How can what we wait for either renew our 
strength or take our strength? 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 4 
 Day 16 

Mark 12 
Ps 18:1–13 
 Day 17 

Mark 13 
Ps 18:14–23 
 Day 18 

Mark 14:1-31 
Ps 18:24–37 
 Day 19 

Mark 14:32-72 
Ps 18:38–50 
 Day 20 

Genesis 8-9, 11:1-9 
Ps 19 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+38&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+39%3A21-23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+40%3A31&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+18%3A1%E2%80%9313&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+18%3A14%E2%80%9323&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+14%3A1-31&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+18%3A24%E2%80%9337&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+14%3A32-72&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+18%3A38%E2%80%9350&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+8-9%2C+11%3A1-9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+19&version=ESV


Monday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served 
to advance the gospel, so that it has become known throughout the whole 
imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. And most 
of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are 
much more bold to speak the word without fear.” Philippians 1:12-14  

 

 

 

Pause 
1. Paul is in prison for doing what God told him to do. How might you react in 

that situation? 

2. How does Paul’s focus on the Gospel, even through suffering, change the 
way we see our own difficulties? 

3. Can you think of someone who has used trials in their life as a way to 
“advance the Gospel?” 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Memorize Philippians 1:21:  

“For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 

 

 

 

Pray 
Ask God to help you have Paul’s focus during times of difficulty. Ask God to 

help you see how you can use the hardships in your life for the advance of the 

Gospel. Ask God to help you make decisions which honor Him even when there 

may be consequences.   



Tuesday – When Right Goes Wrong 

By George Volpe 

“For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, 
you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it 

you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God.” 
1 Peter 2:20 

 

There are people who value peace and quiet so highly they believe the only 
way they can find it is to move to some remote part of the world. They live alone 
with no neighbors, hospitals, or towns for hundreds of miles. They achieve the 
goal of quiet and there is no one around to create conflict. But the outward 
isolation they experience does nothing to nourish the most valuable inner peace 
that cries out in every man. 

The Bible says to “Seek peace, and pursue it.” (1 Peter 3:11) And, “If it is 
possible, as much as it is up to you, live peaceably with all men.” (Romans 
12:18) Most of us interact with other people every day. It doesn’t always go 
without conflict, even if we are trying to avoid it. There are numerous examples 
in scripture of those who did not intend to stir up conflict, but it found them 
anyway.  

People were angry at Moses when they were challenged as he led them 
through the wilderness. David ran for his life while Saul tried to kill him because 
of Saul’s jealousy. Elijah was chased by Jezebel for standing up to wickedness. 
Paul preached Christ and was stoned in Iconium and left for dead.  

Joseph was sold, falsely accused, and incarcerated for doing right. Nowhere 
in the story of Joseph do we see him defending himself against false accusers 
and complaining that he was wrongly treated. If you are accused and you are 
innocent, what would you do? Why didn’t Joseph seethe in anger and shake 
his fist against what was happening to him? From the time his brothers threw 
him in the pit, until he revealed the king’s dream, he found himself unfairly 
judged. Time after time, his life was put on hold while he bore punishment that 
was undeserved. 

Joseph’s faith in God did not depend on his circumstances. He knew he was 
doing the right thing, and he had no control over the outcome. But his faith and 
trust in God never wavered. He loved God more than his comfort or even 
justice. Things did not seem to be going according to the dream Joseph had as 
a young boy. But Joseph had eternity’s values in view. What he could control 
he did. What he could not, he placed in God’s hands and accepted as part of 
God’s purpose for him.  



Wednesday 
By Faith George 

 

Scripture 
"Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But even if 
you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of 
them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always 
being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the 
hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good 
conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good 
behavior in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, 
if that should be God's will, than for doing evil.” 1 Peter 3:13-17 

 

Pause 
1. Think of a situation in your life, past or present, where you got in trouble for 

doing what you thought was right. Now, think of when you got in trouble for 
doing something wrong. Compare the consequences of each.  

2. Continue to think about the first scenario above. What do you think God was 
trying to teach you through that circumstance? What did you learn from it? 

3. What does the way you respond to suffering in your life reveal about your 
relationship with God? How can you use your suffering to share the love of 
Christ with the people around you? 

 

Pursue 
Use this week to find ways you can use “righteous suffering” to bring others 
closer to God. Think of at least three people God has put in your life and 
consider how you can use your current circumstances to pour into them. If it 
helps, think back through your life and remember a person who made an impact 
on you, and use him/her as your inspiration. If you’ve never had anyone like 
that in your life, be the person who you needed when you were younger. 

 

Pray 
Ask God to reveal the ways He wants to draw you close to Him. Talk to Him 
about how you feel about the things happening in your life. Ask God what He is 
trying to teach you through what is hurting you, and how He wants you to use 
it to glorify Him.  



Thursday – As a Man Thinks 
By Nick Molick 

“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is 
anything worthy of praise, think about these things.” 

Philippians 4:8 

Since Genesis chapter three man has sought to redeem a broken relationship 
with the Creator. However, our own thoughts and precepts for our lives get in 
the way of redeeming that relationship. What was once thought of as true 20 
years ago can now be viewed as archaic and closed minded. The radical shifts 
we have seen on the landscape of our society have proven the vital importance 
of worldview in the life of all thinking Christians.  

Our worldview is shaped by our thought life. What we allow and what we do 
not allow our minds to dwell upon go very far in determining our character and 
habits. What we have seen in the world to date is a series of moral reversals 
not just shifts. Institutions and social constructs that were once upheld as 
righteous are now being torn down in the name of equality and progress. The 
corollary to this is that the people who hold to those constructs and institutions 
where once viewed as champions of truth, honor and justice but now the 
opposite is thought of them. That is a moral reversal. 

Paul calls us in this passage to think about the things that are good and true, 
not from a worldly context but from one that is dictated by the Holy Spirit. Our 
involvement in the Word and prayer are so vital to our thought life that without 
them we lose hold as to what is true and excellent. God knew we would have 
this struggle from the Garden to present day and until the trumpet sounds. What 
He has provided in His Word is a guide for behavior and thought for all of our 
days on this Earth. At times we may struggle to hold to these behaviors or 
thoughts. The call is to not leave the fight there. Paul asks us to think critically 
and act honorably, and if that was a struggle in the ancient world it certainly is 
today.  

We are all too aware of what is wrong in this world. How refreshing it is to be 
reminded by Paul to set our minds on what is truly excellent and worthy of 
praise. May we prayerfully consider at several points throughout our day what 
is true and commendable to God and set our minds and hearts on those things. 
Recognizing that without guardrails in place we are prone to wander, even in 
our thoughts. 

Read James 3:17. Consider what you dwell upon in your thought life. What 
guardrails can you put in place to keep centered on what is true and honorable?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james+3%3A17&version=ESV


Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“Yes, and I will rejoice, for I know that through your prayers and the help of the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, as it is my eager 
expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage 
now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 
For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 

Philippians 1:18-21 

 

 

 

Pause 
1. Why was Paul able to rejoice in his affliction? 

2. Paul knew Christ would be honored in his body “whether by life or by death.” 
How does this hope allow us to make the hard decision to do the right thing 
despite possible consequences? 

3. In what way is death “gain” for a Christian? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Memorize Verse 21: 

“For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 

 

 

 

Pray 
Ask God for forgiveness where you have chosen to take the easy way out in 
your life. Ask God to help you overcome fear by the hope that comes only 
through Christ. Thank God that you may rejoice even in your afflictions, even in 
death, because of the hope you have in Jesus.  



Weekend – Not Yet 
Feeling Forgotten 

By Phillip Hamm 
 

Several years ago, my uncle took his ten-year-old son Andrew fishing with a 
group of friends. The river was several hours from their house, so they left way 
before dawn. Between the early departure and the seasick meds, Andrew quickly 
fell asleep in the back seat of the van. About an hour away from the dock my uncle 
stopped to gas up the boat and buy ice. He quickly paid and left.  

Unbeknownst to him my cousin, his son, had woken up and crawled from the 
back of the van to use the bathroom in the gas station. It wasn’t until my uncle 
reached the dock, unloaded the boat and parked the van, that he noticed Andrew 
was missing.  

Long before cell phones, there was no way to know for sure where the boy was. 
He definitely couldn’t call his wife and ask. On a hunch, he drove the hour back 
to the gas station, praying the whole time, only to find his ten-year-old son sitting 
quietly on the bench outside eating an ice cream cone the store manager gave 
him.  

Being forgotten is no fun. Especially when it seems you’ve been forgotten by 
God. In preparation for worship on Sunday read Genesis 40. 

Pray for the World: The Americas 
Latin America, comprising 22 countries and 15% of the world’s land area covering 7.8 

million square miles. It can be divided into three almost equal areas in terms of population 
and land area: Central America, Spanish South America and Brazil. 

Among the many people groups, 503 languages are spoken and over 92% proclaim 
to be Christian. 

Please pray these people groups would find a way to support one another and that 
relationships continue to form around our one true God and eternal life through Jesus 
Christ. 

(operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 135. Praise the 
Lord for He is good, and His name endures forever! Amen! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+40&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+135&version=ESV




 


