
 



  



Sermon Notes – Not Yet 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• Describe a time when you were forgotten or left behind?  

 

• What are scenarios where one might feel forgotten by God?  

 

• Review the story of Joseph. Why was he in jail? Who did he meet?  

 

• How was each dream interpreted? How did they come true? What did 
Joseph hope would happen? 

 

• In verse 15 Joseph describes the jail as being a ‘pit.’ Using your 
imagination describe his living conditions. Why is this significant to the 
story? 

 

• Verse 21 says that Joseph was forgotten. Add up the disappointments in 
Joseph’s life to this point. What kind of condition would he be in 
emotionally and spiritually? 

 

• Look up Hebrews 13:5 What does the word 
‘forsake’ mean? In light of Joseph’s story why is 
this important to remember?  

 

• Often when we’re feeling forgotten by God we 
forget He said He will never forget us. What steps 
can we take to be reminded of God’s faithfulness? 

 

• Discuss passages and stories in the Bible where 
God has, consistently in the past, shown Himself 
to be faithful.  

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 5 
 Day 21 

Mark 15 
Ps 20 
 Day 22 

Mark 16 
Ps 21 
 Day 23 

1 Peter 1-2 
Ps 22:1–13 
 Day 24 

1 Peter 3-5 
Ps 22:14–31 
 Day 25 

Genesis 12-13 
Ps 23 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+40%3A15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+40%3A21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+22%3A1%E2%80%9313&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+3-5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+22%3A14%E2%80%9331&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+12-13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+23&version=ESV


Monday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
“So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem. And when they came 
to Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them. And the women 
said, “Is this Naomi?” She said to them, “Do not call me Naomi call me Mara, 
for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me. I went away full, and the LORD 
has brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi, when the LORD has testified 
against me and the Almighty has brought calamity upon me?” So Naomi 
returned, and Ruth the Moabite her daughter-in-law with her, who returned from 
the country of Moab. And they came to Bethlehem sat the beginning of barley 
harvest.” Ruth 1:19-22 

 

 

Pause 
1. How does it change your understanding to know that Naomi means 

“pleasantness” and Mara means “bitter?” 

2. In the story of Ruth, verse 22, Naomi and Ruth arrived in exactly the right 
place at exactly the right time. Can you think of a time when you felt forgotten 
by God only to find out that you were exactly where He wanted you? 

3. Try to imagine what it must have been like for Naomi to return to town and 
hear the women gossiping about her. Have you ever tried to pretend like 
everything was fine in front of others? Why do you think we do that? 

 

 

Pursue 
Take some time this week to read through the whole story of Ruth and Naomi. 
Pay special attention to Naomi and how God changed her perspective. 

 

 

Pray 
Thank God that He never forgets about us. Thank God that He has given us so 
many accounts of His Faithfulness in His word. If you are feeling forgotten by 
God, ask Him for faith in the waiting. If you know someone who is struggling, 
ask God to show them His faithfulness in a fresh way this week.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ruth+1%3A22&version=ESV


Tuesday – He Never Left 
By George Volpe 

“I will never leave you, nor forsake you.” 
Hebrews 13:5 

 

I remember when I could make a call and a real person would actually answer 
the phone. I didn’t have to press button after button working my way through 
menus for the privilege of talking to a human. Things have changed. We’ve all 
spent hours on the phone, on hold, hoping the person on the other end does 
not forget we’re still there listening to elevator music. And maybe you’ve also 
experienced those frustrating times when after waiting far too long, you hear a 
click, and the line goes dead. They hung up. How could they forget about you?  

Often in the deepest struggles of life, we find ourselves in a place where we 
feel forgotten. We look for answers and find none that make sense. We pray for 
God to change our situation, but the waiting seems long. We can’t understand 
what He’s doing and wonder if He even cares. We begin to doubt His way is 
best. We feel abandoned, left to fend for ourselves in an uneasy world of worry.  

I’m sure Noah and his family were grateful to be safe in the ark. But 40 days 
later after the deluge stopped, I imagine Noah was anxious to leave the ark. But 
there was no word from God − for months. All they could do was float around 
with no control over where they were or where they would end up. Sound 
familiar? God had saved them, but was He now abandoning them? It wasn’t 
until a full year had passed that God spoke to Noah again. He had not forgotten 
them.  

Joseph went from a large Jewish family to a servant and a jail cell in a foreign 
land. We know the end of the story, but it does make us wonder if Joseph ever 
felt just a little lonely, maybe even forgotten by God, though he never 
complained. 

Why do we feel forgotten? Do we interpret good times as God caring for us, 
while we look at the dark times as God abandoning us? God never changes. 
Maybe we need to re-examine our view of God and how He’s working in us all 
the time. Our feelings do not always align with the truth.  

It is natural to want to relate to others and feel loved. But when we focus on 
feelings, we lean toward trusting self, sometimes at the expense of trusting God. 
To view our circumstances as a reflection of God’s love for us is a 
misunderstanding of His promises, His power, and His presence.  

Just as God will not, Jesus will never leave us. He is the same yesterday, 
today and forever. (Hebrews 13:8) 

Read Hebrews 13.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews+13&version=ESV


Wednesday 

By Faith George 

Scripture 
“Trust in the Lord, and do good; dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness. 
Delight yourself in the Lord, and He will give you the desires of your heart. 
Commit your way to the Lord, trust in Him, and He will act. He will bring forth 
your righteousness as the light, and your justice as the noonday. Be still before 
the Lord and wait patiently for Him… The steps of a man are established by the 
Lord, when he delights in His way, though he fall, he shall not be cast headlong, 
for the Lord upholds his hand… The law of God is in his heart, his steps do not 
slip… Wait for the Lord and keep His way, and He will exalt you to look on when 
the wicked are cut off… The salvation of the righteous is from the Lord; He is 
their stronghold in the time of trouble. The Lord helps them and delivers them; 
He delivers them from the wicked and saves them, because they take refuge in 
Him.” Psalm 37:3-7, 23-24, 31, 34, 39-40 

 

Pause 
1. The recurring theme is to wait for and trust in the Lord. What are some 

situations in your life when you felt God had forgotten you? 
2. Why do you think it’s so difficult to trust God? Why does God want you to 

trust Him? 
3. How can trusting God, even when you feel forgotten, affect your relationship 

with Him? 

 

Pursue 
Take this week to shift your perspective from feeling forgotten, to waiting with 
great expectations for what God is going to do in and through your life! The 
passage above describes how those who delight in God’s word and presence 
are those who He delivers and exalts. Delighting yourself in the Lord means to 
draw close to Him. As you get to know Him, your heart will reflect HIS desires 
and your actions will reflect HIS heart. You are given the desires of your heart 
when your heart is aligned and one with His. Spend time with Him this week, 
with the intention of simply getting to know Him more.  

 

Pray 
Ask God to help you change your attitude and outlook on your circumstances. 
Pray that He will use this season of waiting to teach you more about Him and 
His character. Be open and vulnerable to what He may reveal about your own 
heart and be pliable in His hands as He shapes and molds you into who He 
created you to be.  



Thursday – God Doesn’t Forget 
By Nick Molick 

“Yet the chief cupbearer did not 
remember Joseph, but forgot him.” 

Genesis 40:23 
 

There are times in life that are so sweet. We feel close to God and we rest 
easily in His word, presence and comfort. We feel safe and protected and most 
of all loved and remembered. The mere thought that the God who spoke the 
universe into existence would spend a nanosecond giving me a thought is 
something I greatly struggle to get my head, heart and soul around.  

On the opposite side of the spectrum there are heartbreaking times that are, 
sad, frustrating. Often we feel God is far off and not providing loving comfort. What 
may hurt the most is that God seems to not care or doesn’t even remember us or 
our situation.  

Due to recent events in the life of my family, we lost our youngest son JD to 
suicide. Our family has experienced sweet comfort from God. Other times there 
is no theological fist shaking, but we ask, “where are you God?” when our hearts, 
souls and minds desperately need Him the most. Those times are tough, but we 
are learning to pray our way through them and turn to His word for guidance and 
comfort. We also know not every moment will be good and not every situation will 
work out the way we believe it should. However, that does not mean God is not 
working the situation or that He has forgotten us, because He cannot. 

In Genesis 40 we see Joseph in the midst of divine appointment, placed in 
prison by the Captain of the Guard while under the sovereignty of God. Joseph 
does some amazing God-given things. While there, he interprets the dreams of 
the cupbearer and the baker. After delivering the interpretation to the cupbearer 
that he will be freed and restored in three days, Joseph only asked that when it 
was well with the cupbearer that he remember Joseph. The cupbearer was freed 
three days later and restored but did not remember Joseph. What is crucial to 
keep in mind is that the ability to interpret dreams was given by God to Joseph 
and even though the cupbearer forgot Joseph, God did not. He had a plan in His 
timing all along.  

We can be heartened by this story when we feel God is far away from us. He is 
present trying to mend our wounds no matter how incredibly baffling our 
circumstances. If God leads you to the valley, He will see you though it. If while in 
that valley you are driven to call upon God, praise Him. 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God.” Ephesians 2:8  



Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what 
you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than 
food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither 
sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 
Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can 
add a single hour to his span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing? 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell 
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God 
so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown 
into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 

Matthew 6:25-30 

 

Pause 
1. What is the relationship between our anxiety and our trust in God? 

2. Jesus points to nature for examples of how God is in total control of 
everything including our lives. Can you think of a time when something you 
saw in nature reminded you of who God is? 

3. What can you do when you start to feel like your life is out of control and 
God has forgotten you? 

 

Pursue 
Memorize verse 27.  

“And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life?” 

Repeat it to yourself when it seems like things are out of control. 

 

Pray 
Thank God that He is in complete control of our lives and that we are not. Thank 
God for this reminder of His sovereignty. Pray for someone who is undergoing 
hardship right now, even if that is you. Ask God to show you how you might be 
a brother or sister to someone in our church who needs you.  



Weekend – Not Yet 
God’s Time Table 

By Phillip Hamm 
Genesis 41 

 

It’s not easy to hit a baseball. At least that’s what I told my coach in high school. 
It really is harder than it looks. Let’s say that the pitcher throws the ball at 90 mph. 
It takes the ball approximately four tenths of a second to reach the batter. The 
batter needs about two tenths of a second to think and decide if he wants to swing 
at the pitch. It takes the batter a little over one tenth of a second to swing the bat. 
And if the ball is a curve ball, that break in that curve ball happens in the last one 
tenth of a second before the ball crosses the plate.  

If the batter misestimates the speed of the pitch by only 1.5 mph then his swing 
can miss the ball by a whole foot. Timing is important. And not just in baseball. 

It may not feel like it very often, but God’s timing is perfect. In preparation for 
Sunday’s message read Genesis 41. 

Pray for the World: Asia 
The continent of Asia is the largest in the world commanding 17.1 million square 

miles and a population of over four billion. The majority religion is Muslim at 26%. 
Christians in Asia are just under 9%. There are 2,322 languages spoken and 4,860 
people groups. 

Lands previously cut off from overt Christian ministry are now home to dynamic, 
growing churches and unprecedented numbers of believers. This started with China 
in earlier decades, then moved to the former Soviet countries in Central Asia, the 
Caucasus Republics and Mongolia in the 1990s, and most recently in a number of 
Southeast Asian countries.  

Even in the heart of the Muslim world, thriving ministry to Christian populations (and 
other expatriate, non-Muslim peoples) is happening. Only in Saudi Arabia and 
Maldives are there no public-meeting Christian congregations; even in these 
countries, there are numbers of believers meeting together privately or in secret. 

                                                                                (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 136.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+41&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+136&version=ESV




 


