
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – Not Yet 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What is the hardest thing about waiting on God? 

 

• What does our frustration reveal about us? 

 

• What if you never find out why you had to wait or suffer or endure? 
Would you still be able to trust God? 

 

• What evidence do you see that Joseph was changed/prepared by God in 
order to accomplish the task Pharaoh requested of him? 

 

• What do you think about the following quote from Tozer? “It is doubtful 
whether God can bless a man greatly until He has hurt him deeply.” How 
do you think it applies to your life? 

 

• Do you think this is accurate? Why or why not? 

 

• What painful experience is God using or can God 
use for His glory in your life? 

 

• What can you identify from your past that God 
used to prepare you for the future? 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 6 
 Day 26 

2 Peter 1 
Ps 24 
 Day 27 

2 Peter 2-3 
Ps 25 
James 1 
Ps 26 
 Day 29 

James 2-3 
Ps 27 
 Day 30 

Genesis 14-15 
Ps 28 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+2-3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+25&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2-3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+27&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+14-15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+28&version=ESV


Monday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is 
the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much 
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.” 

Hebrews 1:1-4 

 

 

Pause 
1. What do these four verses tell us about who Jesus is? 

2. Verses one and two talk about God’s timing. How does the fact that 
everything happens in God’s time change the way you plan your life? 

3. What is one area of your life where trusting God’s timing has been difficult? 

4. How does understanding who Jesus is help you to trust His plan for your 
life? 

 

 

Pursue 
Circle everything these verses say Jesus is and underline all the things these 
verses say Jesus does. 

 

 

Pray 
Thank God that he has a plan for your life, ask God to help you trust that plan. 
Ask God to help you live your life in His timing without striving to get ahead of 
Him or lagging behind Him.  



Tuesday – In God’s Time 

By George Volpe 

“For everything there is a season, and 
a time for every matter under heaven.” 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 

From the time we are young we watch people everywhere planning events and 
most of the time carrying them out as planned. Other than the unusual glitch, 
church services and football games happen like clockwork. Weddings, 
graduations, parties, appointments with doctors and so many other plans work 
fairly well for us.  

We operate in a dimension where we have the freedom to choose how to 
schedule our time. It’s necessary, convenient, and expected. But we get so used 
to controlling the schedule in our lives that we easily fall into the trap of thinking 
that it’s all under our control. All we have to do is schedule it. We ignore the fact 
that it is God who allows us to schedule anything and use the time He has given 
us to do what we do. 

It is surely within God’s power to prevent us from accomplishing some of the 
things we try to do. And sometimes I am sure God does just that, knowing that if 
He does not intervene, we will find ourselves in big trouble. But it can be frustrating 
to have to wait for God’s timing. 

God could have taken all of the firstborn of the Egyptians right from the start, 
but the timing was not right. Maybe Pharaoh would have massacred Israel before 
he knew how powerful God was. God knew Pharaoh’s heart had to be ready to 
let the people go. God’s timing was right, but Israel would likely have disagreed. 

God could have prevented Joseph from 13 years of struggle, but His timing 
allowed Joseph to mature and grow closer to Him. And Joseph learned that 
lesson. 

Jesus could have come earlier or later, but God’s timetable put His arrival when 
the world was ready, and His church would have the best chance of growth.  

We do well to realize all of our appointments, all of our supposed “control” over 
schedules and plans have to be within the framework of God’s plan, or they would 
never happen. And even the things that turn out poorly because of our choices or 
our failure to seek God’s direction can still turn out for our good if we will learn 
from them. 

We might wonder why we can’t make something happen. There may be 
changes that God requires before He releases an event for us. And change is 
often the part of the process that takes more time than we like to give. 

Trusting God means that even if we don’t know when or how He will open the 
door for something to happen, we are willing to dismiss worry and yield to His 
plan. 

  



Wednesday 
By Faith George 

 

Scripture 
“The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and 
earth, does not live in temples made by man, nor is He served by human hands, 
as though he needed anything, since He Himself gives to all mankind life and 
breath and everything. And He made from one man every nation of mankind to 
live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the 
boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should seek God, and perhaps feel 
their way toward Him and find Him. Yet He is actually not far from each one of 
us, for ‘In Him we live and move and have our being.’” Acts 17:24-28 

 

Pause 
1. What does this passage tell you about God?  
2. What do you think it means that God is not served by human hands? How 

does that apply to your life? Have you ever tried to help God out, or give Him 
advice on when would be best to make certain things happen?  

3. Does your timeline for your life often line up with God’s? Why/why not? 
4. What is God trying to teach you in those in-between seasons of waiting? 
 

Pursue 
Your thoughts are powerful, and as my good friend Anabelle once told me, your 
thoughts belong to you and God. Satan loves to try and take control of them. 
Be intentional this week about turning your thoughts of doubt into words of faith. 
I’ve learned that, while I run the risk of looking crazy, saying things out loud to 
myself (no matter where I am or what I’m doing), is the most effective way to 
change my perspective. When you start to think “Where are You, God? I can’t 
see or feel You at all,” whether you’re in the bathroom or the produce section 
of Publix, stop whatever it is you’re doing. Then say, out loud, “God, I know You 
are faithful, even when I can’t see it. I know You will be faithful in the future 
because You have always been faithful in Scripture.” 

 

Pray 
Ask God to help you be more aware of your thoughts this week. Pray He would 
help you to understand His unconditional love for you − how He cares more 
about your heart than your circumstances. Talk to Him about what you’re 
waiting for Him to do in your life and ask Him to bring peace to your heart while 
you wait for Him to move.   



Thursday – Perfect Timing and Planning 
By Nick Molick 

“The second son he named Ephraim and said “It is because 
God has made me fruitful in the land of my suffering.” 

Genesis 41:52 

As a society we do not wait well. We tend to want things to happen on our 
time, when it conforms to our schedule and when it is convenient for us. With 
the incredible advances in technology we don’t have to wait on a lot of things 
we used to. From getting our news to ordering items online we have created a 
very point and click society that is now used to things happening now. Coupled 
with our lack of patience for waiting is that we want things to happen a certain 
way, we like things to go according to plan. The secret here is that it’s often our 
plan and not God’s plan. 

When we slow down, pray for a little or a lot of patience and look to God’s 
word and His character we see God has things worked out in such incredible 
timing and detail that in retrospect, our plans seem foolish. 

When we look at the story of Joseph in chapter forty-one of Genesis, we 
literally see Joseph start the chapter in prison, in the pit. He had been forgotten 
for two years by Pharaoh’s cupbearer after interpreting his dream. Yet, by the 
end of the chapter Joseph is literally chariot racing through all of Egypt, the 
second in command only to Pharaoh, and putting into place a plan that would 
save countless lives. That is quite the story twist in one chapter.  

Put yourself in Joseph’s sandals at the beginning of this chapter and what is 
the one thing you want? You want your freedom. You want to get out of prison, 
out of the pit because you shouldn’t have been there in the first place. However, 
God had much more in store for Joseph. In God’s perfect timing and plan He 
had Joseph around when Pharaoh had a dream that bothered him. This finally 
sparked the memory of the cupbearer who only then remembered Joseph.  

While we would simply want freedom in Joseph’s position, God gave him so 
much more. God put him in a position to save Egypt, and in turn his family. 
Throughout Joseph’s story, and really the entire Bible, we see people in terrible 
situations and then God in His perfect timing and planning redeems the entire 
situation to His glory. When we balance that with how we want things our way, 
when we want them it should give us pause. If we aren’t patient enough to wait 
on God’s timing, we can only imagine the blessings we may miss out on. We 
would be well served to model Joseph, who in the midst of trials remained 
faithful to God and didn’t come up with his own plan in his own time. 

Pray for patience and wisdom both in and out of life’s trials as we wait on God 
and His perfect timing and planning.  



Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.” 

1 Corinthians 15:3-5 

 

 

 

Pause 
1. Why do you think we have such a hard time trusting God’s timing? 

2. Why do you think Paul emphasizes to the Corinthians that Jesus’ death and 
resurrection was “in accordance with the scriptures”? 

3. If God can perfectly orchestrate the salvation of the world, what can you trust 
to His plan and timing? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Make a list of three things that you have struggled to trust to God’s timing. Ask 
God to help with these specific things.  

 

 

 

Pray 
Thank God for His word which shows us that everything past, present and future 
happens according to His plan and His timing. Ask God to give you greater trust 
in His perfect timing for the things in your life.  



Weekend – The Past  
By Phillip Hamm 

 

We all have a past. We’ve all had relationships we wish we hadn’t been in. 
We’ve all been in places we wish we’d never been in. We’ve all done things we 
wish we hadn’t done.  

For some that list includes things they didn’t have control over: abuse, 
abandonment, and unfaithfulness just to name a few. Most of us do our best to 
move past the past. But sometimes in life, it comes back.  

A potential employer finds out about something done when we were younger 
or social media reveals pictures of things there should never have been pictures 
of. Sometimes our lives collide with the very people involved with those events. 
Your wife sees an old girlfriend sent you a friend request; your husband picks up 
an old yearbook and reads the quotes; your ex-wife moves back to town; an uncle 
you haven’t seen in 20 years shows up at a holiday dinner; or somebody comes 
up for parole.  

We’re forced to make a lot of choices when our past comes back to haunt us. 
The default response is to turn to revenge and bitterness. But is that always the 
best decision? Could there be other ways to respond when our past is 
resurrected?  

In preparation for Sunday’s message read Genesis 42.

Pray for the World: Europe 
The European continent has a land mass of almost 8.9 mllion square miles. The 

Russian Federation claims 74% of this space that is 17% of the Earth’s surface. 
Of the 732 million people living in Europe, 71% are Christian.   
Religious freedom in the former Communist world means the opportunity for Christians 

to practice their faith publicly and to enjoy fellowship and collaboration with their brethren 
from elsewhere in Europe and the world. It sees new expressions of Christian faith 
emerging in Central and Eastern Europe that engage the spiritual, social, relational and 
economic needs of many who feel lost in the vacuum of power and philosophy left by 
former Communist regimes. 

                                                                                 (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 137. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+42&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+137&version=ESV




 


