
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – In His Presence 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What are the top things people are dissatisfied with in life? Why? How do they 

try to find satisfaction? 

 

• In John 15 who is the vine, the branches, and vinedresser? What role does 
each play? How does the symbolism carry over into the Christian life? 

 

 

• What are reasons why a Christian would bear no fruit? What does God do to 
that person? How does Jesus explain this process using the grape branch? 

 

• What would you tell someone who claims to be a Christian but who has lived 
in blatant sin for years and has never been disciplined by God? 

 

 

• What is pruning? Why is it done to grape plants? What purpose does it serve?  

 

• What’s the difference between pruning and discipline? How do you know the 
difference in your life? Give examples of each. 

 

 

• Why would more mature plants require more 
pruning?  

 

• How many times does Jesus use the word ‘abide’ in 
verses 1-11? What does this word mean? Why is it 
so important we understand it? 

 

 

• Is there any sin God wants you to turn from? What 
could God be pruning from your life? What steps will 
you take to abide in Him?  

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 12 
 Day 56 

Luke 16:1-17:6 
Ps 48 
 Day 57 

Luke 17:7-37 
Ps 49:1–7 
 Day 58 

Luke 18 
Ps 49:8–20 
 Day 59 

Luke 19 
Ps 50:1–9 
 Day 60 

Genesis 37 
Ps 50:10–23 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+16%3A1-17%3A6&version=ESV
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+48&version=ESV
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+17%3A7-37&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+49%3A1%E2%80%937&version=ESV
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+49%3A8%E2%80%9320&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+49%3A8%E2%80%9320&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+19&version=ESV
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+50%3A1%E2%80%939&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+37&version=ESV
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Monday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ 
reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in 
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.” 

2 Corinthians 5:17-19 

 

 

Pause 
1. Have you ever seen two people who you thought could never forgive one 

another reconcile? 

 

2.What did it take to reconcile you to God? 

 

3. What will you do now that you have unrestricted access to the presence of 
God through Christ? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Memorize Verse 17: 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come.” 

 

 

 

 

Pray 
Thank God that he has bought your way back into His presence by the life of 
His Son   



Tuesday – In His Presence 

By George Volpe 

“O Lord, you have searched me and known me!” 
Psalm 139:1 

Remember when you first loved that special someone? They were close to your 
heart. You sacrificed to please them. You wanted to be close to them. Both of you 
desired to be together. You wanted a relationship that would last forever. So, you 
got married. And maybe that special feeling remains. But for half of the population, 
it disappears. The relationship falls apart.  

What happened in the love relationship between Adam and Eve, and God? 
What drove them to doubt God who walked with them and provided everything 
for them? They had something beyond special. God Himself gave man the desire 
and the joy of dwelling in His presence.  

But making all the right choices all the time, even for the first man and woman, 
was not possible in the flesh. They had a near-perfect life without sickness, 
without violence, wanting for nothing, and no history of sin in the world. But in 
spite of all the advantages, they still found a way to justify disobedience to a 
gracious and loving God. The sweet connection between God and man was lost. 
Only the sacrifice of the sinless Lamb of God could pay the price to redeem 
mankind from sin and restore that relationship. 

Jesus said, “I am the Vine, you are the branches.” The parallel to our lives is 
simple but clear. When we (the branches) think and try to live outside of the life-
giving nourishment of God (the Vine) we starve spiritually. When we reject the 
Vine as our source for life, we reject life itself.  

You have heard the adage, “out of sight, out of mind.” I guess with all the visible 
data we process constantly, it is easy to fall into the trap of thinking the visible is 
all that matters. Our feelings are all that matters. Our family is all that matters. Our 
health is all that matters. And what is worse is when we justify rebellion against 
God by misusing the blessings He has graciously provided for us. Adam was 
guilty. So are we. 

Sometimes we might feel like God is far away, or maybe He’s just not interested 
in us. But God has not changed. He still loves us. He was not surprised when 
Adam sinned. From eternity past, and from Eden to Gethsemane, the love of God 
found a way to welcome back His children who had wandered away. And Jesus 
did not leave us alone. His spirit dwells within every child of God. Why would the 
greatest power in the universe be that persistent, that gracious to undeserving 
sinners? It seems to me it is so we could be in His presence always.     

Read Psalm 139:1-18.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+139%3A1-18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+139%3A1-18&version=ESV


Wednesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he 
has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you 
holy and blameless and above reproach before him, if indeed you continue in 
the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you 
heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, 
Paul, became a minister.” (Emphasis added) 

Colossians 1:21-23 

 

 

 

Pause 
1.What does it mean to be alienated? From whom were we alienated? 

 

2.What caused that alienation? (verse 21) 

 

3.What three adjectives does Paul use to describe those whom Jesus presents 
before Him? (verse 22) 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Take some time today to consider who you need to be reconciled to in your own 
life. 

 

 

 

 

Pray 
Thank God that though you were once alienated from Him he brought you back 
into His presence by the blood of Christ.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A22&version=ESV


Thursday – Learning to Abide in Christ 
By Trillia Newbell, desiring God 

 

Beginning in John 13, Jesus gives a series of farewell addresses that continue 
until chapter 17. He knows that he will soon be lifeless on a tree — the crucified 
King. And in the middle of it all, he graciously reminds us that to be his means to 
bear fruit and we bear fruit by abiding in him. 

In John 15, Jesus describes himself as the true vine and his Father as the 
vinedresser. The true vine was a way to contrast Jesus with Old Testament Israel. 
The hearers would understand that he was saying that he was the Messiah and 
the fulfillment of the covenant because of the Old Testament references to a 
vineyard (Isaiah 5:1–7; 27:2–6).  

Jesus explains that the branches that do not bear fruit are taken away, but the 
branches that bear fruit are pruned to bear more fruit. To bear fruit simply means 
to grow in character — to become more like Christ and reflect the fruit of the Spirit 
(Galatians 5:22–23). And this is where we come to his command to abide: “Abide 
in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in 
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me” (John 15:4). 

“If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers, 
and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned” (John 15:6).  

I guess I am what you would call a plant killer. I purchase plants and try to care 
for them, but I often fail miserably. I forget to water the plant, choking it from its 
needed nourishment. And then one day, I turn around and there it is, withered 
away. This didn’t happen overnight. It happened after a series of neglect. So one 
by one, the branches fall off from the vine.  

This, I think, is what Jesus is explaining to us in John 15:4–6. He explains that 
by not abiding in him we are like my pitiful plants — we will soon fall off the vine 
— our roots where we receive nourishment were never truly planted. The fruit of 
the vine is proof of our faith. Not perfection — but fruit, even if a small bud.  

The fruit that Jesus speaks of is simply evidence of a relationship with him. It is 
a relationship that he initiates through and by his sovereign love. In this chapter, 
Jesus reminds us that there is no greater love than someone laying down his life 
for his friends. He then says, “You are my friends if you do what I command you” 
(John 15:13).  

Abide in him, and he will abide in you. He who began a good work in you will 
complete it (Philippians 1:6). He who called you is faithful; he will surely do it (1 
Thessalonians 5:24). 

Read the entire article at: www.desiringgod.org/articles/learning-to-abide-in-
christ.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/learning-to-abide-in-christ
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/learning-to-abide-in-christ
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/learning-to-abide-in-christ
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/learning-to-abide-in-christ
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/learning-to-abide-in-christ
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/learning-to-abide-in-christ


Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

 

Scripture 
“Remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from 
the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having 
no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once 
were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.” 

Ephesians 2 

 

 

Pause 
1. Why do you think Paul reminds believers so frequently that they were once 

separated from Christ? 

 

2. How is life without God hopeless? 

 

3. How does it feel to draw near to God without shame? 

 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Read all of Ephesians 2. Pay close attention to how Paul describes Jesus as a 
reconciler. 

 

 

 

 

Pray 
Ask God to help you understand and experience His presence. Ask God to help 
you live as if you were in the presence of the Almighty.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2&version=ESV


Weekend – Who Is Jesus? 
By Phillip Hamm 

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.” 
Colossians 1:15 

 
If you're going somewhere and you're off course by just one degree, after one 

foot, you'll miss your target by 0.2 inches. Trivial, right? But what about as you get 
farther out? 

• After 100 yards, you'll be off by 5.2 feet. Not huge, but noticeable. 
• After a mile, you'll be off by 92.2 feet. One degree is starting to make a 

difference. 
• After traveling from San Francisco to L.A., you'll be off by 6 miles. 
• If you were trying to get from San Francisco to Washington, D.C., you'd 

end up on the other side of Baltimore, 42.6 miles away. 
• Traveling around the globe from Washington, DC, you'd miss by 435 miles 

and end up in Boston. 
• In a rocket going to the moon, you'd be 4,169 miles off course. 
• Going to the sun, you'd miss by over 1.6 million miles. 

If being a little off has this much effect on traveling, imagine how slightly 
misunderstanding Scripture can affect the way we see God.  

In preparation for Sunday’s worship read Colossians 1:15-19. 

Pray for the World: Brazil 
The Federative Republic of Brazil takes up one-half of the land surface and population 

of South America. It is the worlds’ fifth largest country in both area and population. Of the 
195 million people, 91% profess to be Christian. 

Catholics in Brazil number more than in any other country, but the Church itself remains 
in crisis. The defection rate has slowed, but it continues to lose members to evangelicals, 
to Spiritists and to non-religion. By 2025, Catholicism could be a minority religion, having 
held 95% of the population in 1950.  

Around 70% of ex-Catholics are now evangelicals. Even within Catholicism, only a small 
minority remain traditionally Catholic and faithful in practice; many others are influenced 
by Spiritism, nominalism or the charismatic renewal. The grassroots “Base Community” 
movement, the engine room of liberation theology, has lost much of its drive, but nearly 
one million “Bible circles” persist, hosting studies of Scripture.  

Pray that the Bible and its truths may mold the lives of Catholics.  
      (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 143.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A15-19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A15-19&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+143&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+143&version=ESV




 


