
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – Who Is Jesus? 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• Think about different ways people rebel against authority. What makes them 

do it? What makes others submit to authority? 

 

• What are some areas concerning Jesus people have messed up over the 
years? How does this affect the decisions they make?  
 
 

• The Colossians suffered with a low view of Christ. Looking at chapter 3:5-10, 
how did their low view of Christ affect decisions they made? 

 

• In Colossians 1:15-20, what different ways does Paul point out how Jesus is 
in authority over the universe?  
 
 

• Discuss the significance of each, as listed from above.  

 

• How would you apply to your life Paul’s phrase describing that, in Jesus, “all 
things hold together?” 
 
 

• What are some common teachings of Jesus we 
choose to ignore or explain away? What is the motive 
behind our decision? 

 

• What we believe about Jesus determines what we do 
with what He said. Based on what the above passage 
says about Jesus, what may need to change in your 
life? 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 13 
 Day 61 

Luke 20 
Ps 51 
 Day 62 

Luke 21 
Ps 52 
 Day 63 

Luke 22:1-30 
Ps 53–54 
 Day 64 

Luke 22:31-71 
Ps 55:1–9 
 Day 65 

Genesis 39-41 
Ps 55:10–23 
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Monday 

By Phillip Hamm 

Scripture 
“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him 
all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through 
him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the 
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself 
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his 
cross.” Colossians 1:15 

 

Pause 
1. List from this passage the statements that hold Jesus up as the authority 

over all creation.  

 

2. What is significant about everything being created “through Him and for 
Him”? (v.16) 

 

3. How did the blood of Jesus make peace between us and the Heavenly 
Father? (v. 20) 

 

4. What impact does the above have in your life? 

 

 

Pursue 
Name a few areas of your life where you may not be submitting to Jesus. What 
is keeping you from submitting to His authority in these areas? 

 

 

Pray 
Lord, there is nothing in all of creation that compares to you. I confess I’ve been 
trying to do ______ my way. Today I commit to doing it your way. Thank you 
for your patience as I slowly bring every area of my life under Your submission.    



Tuesday - Five Ways God Relates to You 
By Dave Zulgar, desiring God 

It happens everywhere on college campuses. Two friends sitting and talking 
about their feelings late into the night. Eventually it seems like the only rational 
thing to do with all the emotion and confusion is to have a DTR, “Define the 
Relationship.” What are we? What are we going to be? That dynamic is only 
amplified in necessity and importance when it comes to our relationship with God. 
If we are not sure where we stand or what we are called to do in the relationship, 
then we can get off balance and become despairing, depressed, and afraid.  

1. He is our Creator. We are his creatures. So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created 
them. (Genesis 1:27) God is our Creator. We are his creatures. He is the 
potter. We are the clay. Therefore, we do well to remember that, as the 
Creator, God gets the final call on the purpose for our existence. We exist in 
his image, for his glory.  

2. We are sinners. He is our Savior. Waiting for our blessed hope, the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a 
people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. (Titus 2:13–
14) The Trinity was at work to save us from our sins. God sent his Son. 
Jesus died and rose again. The Spirit caused us to be born again. Our lives 
now are lived waiting for the day when Jesus comes back in glory to bring 
us home.  

3. He is our Father. We are his children. For you did not receive the spirit of 
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as 
sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness with 
our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs — heirs of 
God and fellow heirs with Christ. (Romans 8:15–17) 

4. He is our Shepherd. We are his sheep. “I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” (John 10:11). Jesus is a 
Shepherd for us. He lays down his life for us. We know his voice and can 
trust that, even when we walk through the valley of the shadow of death, we 
don’t need to fear any evil. He walks through the dark, scary places with us 
and promises to provide for us and protect us no matter what comes.  

5. We are weak. He is strong. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, 
for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the 
more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon 
me. (2 Corinthians 12:9) 

These are just five things that define the relationship we now have with God 
through faith in Jesus. We are created, redeemed, adopted, cared for, and helped. 
We get the eternal help and joy and God gets the eternal glory he deserves 
through Christ. Rest in your relationship with God today and be encouraged that 
God is near and your relationship is secure.  

Read the entire article at www.desiringgod.org/articles/five-ways-god-relates-to-you.  
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Wednesday – Lord of Creation 

By George Volpe 

 

In 1 Kings 3 two women came to Solomon each claiming they were the mother 
of one child. When Solomon threatened to cut the baby in half, one mother spoke 
up, sacrificing her rightful ownership for her love of the child. Solomon had found 
the real mother. The truth prevailed. 

But what if the woman who was lying had her way? What if her lie became “the 
truth,” the “fake news” that was reported and believed? Satan, the father of lies, 
is constantly encouraging the spread of lies to destroy as much truth as he can. 
He encourages people to misunderstand and reject Jesus Christ. This is the 
lynchpin of his wicked plan to send as many people as he can to hell. Without the 
truth, people will make all the wrong choices. 

If Jesus is not God, but just a nice man or a gifted teacher, then we have serious 
problems. How does a mere man raise the dead? How does just a man walk on 
water, or calm the wind and the sea, or feed 5,000 with a boy’s lunch? His words, 
His works, His life, His death, and His resurrection were visibly witnessed by many 
who died to stand for the truth. The biblical record of Jesus Christ is as true today 
as it was when He walked on earth. 

Scripture is clear that the Son of God is responsible for creating everything. 

“In the beginning was the Word (Jesus), and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. All things were created through 
Him, and apart from Him not one thing was created that has been created.” (John 
1:1-3 HCSB) 

“For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers: all things were created by him, and for him:” (Colossians 1:16 KJV) 

The big lie is that everything was created by chance or a process that God had 
little or nothing to do with. This is one way the world shakes a fist at God. 

Here’s how the lie is formulated: Ignore the origin of matter. Say it just 
“appeared.” Declare massive and unobservable amounts of time as the “process” 
for chance and “evolution” to develop an intricately ordered universe. Make up a 
scientific sounding excuse for how inorganic matter like rocks and water somehow 
comes to life. Finally, get ungodly but intelligent sounding men to support these 
ridiculous arguments. Based on this thinking, given enough time, a pile of junk 
turns into a swiss watch. Really? 

The word of God is trustworthy and true. Jesus is the Creator.   



Thursday – The Preeminence of Jesus 
Is for Everyday Life 
By Jonathan Parnell, desiring God 

 
Our lives are not polished and shiny and set up on a mantle. They are cluttered 

and complicated. We get tired. And frustrated. But the preeminence of Jesus can’t 
be an “out there” sort of thing that we save for special days at the library. We must 
bring this home to the everyday. And one of the simplest ways to do that is to talk 
about Jesus, a lot. 

We should talk about Jesus often and be clear about his identity, resisting every 
temptation to make him peripheral, secondary, or assumed. And we may find that 
talking about Jesus often brings his preeminence to have a deeper bearing on our 
lives. It helps to remind us of his role in two things we deeply care about — the 
gospel and the glory of God. 

The gospel is not a mantra we repeat over and over again to power up 
spiritually. It’s not merely some divine mechanism that primes us for loving others. 
But the gospel is, first and foremost, about a Person.  

A person, Jesus Christ, is the one who suffered in our place under Pontius 
Pilate. He died and was buried, and on the third day, the person, Jesus Christ, 
was raised. The events in 1 Corinthians 15:3-5 that Paul summarizes as that 
which is of first importance are further summarized by this one word: Jesus. We 
can speak of the "person of Christ" and the "work of Christ," but rightly understood, 
they cannot be separated. The gospel is about a person and that person is Jesus. 

The glory of God is not an abstract idea or motivation that we aspire to live for. 
God's glory is the radiance of the fullness of who he is, and that radiance is a 
Person. 

A person, Jesus Christ, is the one in whom all the fullness of deity was pleased 
to dwell (Colossians 2:9). Jesus, the Person, is the Word of God made flesh as 
the ultimate revelation of the triune God (John 1:18; Hebrews 1:1-3).  

The glory of God is a person and that person is Jesus. 

We want to feel the supremacy of Jesus in our everyday, not just alone at the 
library. We love the gospel and the glory of God and we want the small and 
apparently menial moments of our lives to connect these massive realities. And 
at their heart is a person named Jesus. 

So seek to stay conscious of him. Talk about him. And in doing so, bring his 
significance into your seemingly insignificant. The preeminence of Jesus is about 
our everyday lives. 

Read the entire article at www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-preeminence-of-
jesus-is-for-everyday-life. 
  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-preeminence-of-jesus-is-for-everyday-life
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-preeminence-of-jesus-is-for-everyday-life
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-preeminence-of-jesus-is-for-everyday-life
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-preeminence-of-jesus-is-for-everyday-life
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-preeminence-of-jesus-is-for-everyday-life
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-preeminence-of-jesus-is-for-everyday-life


Friday – Eternal Creator 
By Nick Molick 

“For in him all the fullness of 
God was pleased to dwell.” 

Colossians 1:19 

 

The preeminence of Christ is something that literally cannot be over stated, we 
cannot make a big enough deal about the person and power of Christ. Today we 
seem to make a big deal about anything that is eternally trivial. Just take a look at 
the top streamed, downloaded or viewed programs and you will see that we like 
to celebrate and make much of things that really just don’t matter.  

At the end of our days we will not be recalling the latest docu-series we saw on 
Netflix or recounting the last season of whatever innocuous show has been 
shoved our way. No, something quite different should be going on then. However, 
establishing some basic facts about whom Christ is, and is not, will help us know 
Him that much better and we will be able to effectively share His Good News with 
those around us.  

In the verse above Paul states the fullness of God was pleased to dwell in 
Jesus. Let that fact wash over you for minute. God, in his infinite fullness was 
pleased to dwell in Jesus! What does that mean for us? It establishes in no 
uncertain terms the power, and deity of Christ and that He was fully God and fully 
man while here on Earth. So, in addition to the numerous times Jesus uses 
messianic phrases to refer to Himself, here Paul solidifies the idea that Jesus is 
God.  

Also, in Colossians 1:15 Jesus is referred to as the “firstborn of all creation.” 
We need to be careful, prayerful and certain about what this means. There are 
well-meaning believers and those associated with cults who twist this idea to 
either believe or argue that Jesus was created and/or that there was time when 
Jesus did not exist. Look at John 8:58. Jesus is telling the Jews about Abraham 
in the prior verses and this perplexes them because Jesus “is not yet fifty years 
old.” So how could he have seen Abraham? Christ’s response is an ‘I am’ 
statement that establishes Him as the Creator God, the unifying, sustaining power 
in the universe. Jesus is the cause of, and the reason for all of creation, all for His 
glory. Read Hebrews 1:2-3 where the author once again establishes the creative 
preeminence of Christ.  

So, when we are asked who we think Jesus is we need to have it right because 
being wrong just a little has eternal consequences. Jesus has always been and 
always will be. He is the sustaining and unifying power in the universe and no 
other wayward believer or cult can change that.  
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Weekend – Serving Others 
By Phillip Hamm 

“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility count others more significant than yourselves.” 

Philippians 2:3 
 

There is a Chinese saying that goes: “If you want happiness for an hour, take a 
nap. If you want happiness for a day, go fishing. If you want happiness for a year, 
inherit a fortune. If you want happiness for a lifetime, help somebody.” For 
centuries, the greatest thinkers have suggested the same thing: Happiness is 
found in serving others. 

 
For it is in giving that we receive. — Saint Francis of Assisi 
The sole meaning of life is to serve humanity. — Leo Tolstoy 
We make a living by what we get; we make a life by what we give. — Winston 
Churchill 
 
In order to prepare our hearts for Sunday’s message, read Philippians 2:1-11. 

How was Jesus the ultimate servant? 

Pray for the World: Cambodia 
This fertile, forest covered state of southwest Indo-China on the Mekong River is the 

same size as the state of Oklahoma. Of the 15 million inhabitants, 83% are Buddhist and 
only 3% profess to be Christian. 

Pray for the less-reached. The window of opportunity that now sees many enter the 
Kingdom may not stay open for much longer; the opportunities must be urgently seized. 
Pray for:  

a) The Buddhist majority. Buddhism has lost some of its monopolistic grip on the people, 
but reactionary forces are moving against the clearly noticeable growth of the Church.  

b) The Cham, almost entirely Muslim. The majority practice folk Islam, which 
incorporates animistic practices into more orthodox Islamic practices; within this is a strong 
strain of Fojihed Islam, which is rife with pre-Islamic magic and superstitions.  

c) The tribal peoples. Only among the Mnong, Jarai, Krueng and Stieng have significant 
numbers come to Christ. A further 18 Southeast Asian peoples can be considered 
unevangelized;  

d) The six Chinese language groups constitute nearly 600,000 people who have largely 
assimilated into Cambodian society, but who are mostly unreached. Pray for Chinese 
believers from abroad to come as apostles to these people.                 (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 144.  
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