
 
  



  



  



  



Sermon Notes – January 11, 2015 
Enough: Generosity 

Acts 2:42-47 
Big Idea: ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Application:  ___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What are some common financial goals for people in different stages of life? 

• What are some things people do in order to find financial security?  

• Why do you think most people aren’t satisfied with their current financial 
situation? 

• What are some differences between what we see in the spending habits of 
the early church and followers of Christ 
today? (Acts 4:32-37) 

• Why do most Christians in our culture NOT 
live like this? 

• How does our spiritual life affect our 
financial life? 

• What role does Jesus play in helping us find 
Enough? 

Bible Reading Plan 
2014-15 Chronological  

2-Year Reading Plan: Week 54 

 Monday 
• Isaiah 46-48 
• Psalm 7 

 Tuesday 
• 2 Kings 18:9-19:37 
• Psalm 8 

 Wednesday 
• Isaiah 49-50 
• Psalm 9 

 Thursday 
• Isaiah 51-53 
• Psalm 10 

 Friday 
• Isaiah 54-57 
• Psalm 11 



Monday – Enough 
“No one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own...” Acts 4:32 
    The early days of the Early Church were not uneventful. After the Holy 
Spirit descended on the believers at Pentecost, Peter delivered a spectacle 
of a sermon that caused some to mock and called others to repentance. The 
ripples of that day spread to a man who had been lame since birth 
answering Peter's command to "rise up and walk!" The stir this healing 
caused landed Peter and John in jail and on trial before the same ruling 
body that had sentenced Jesus to death. They commanded the men to never 
again speak or teach in the name of Jesus. This persecution prompted the 
Church to unite in prayer for boldness to proclaim the Gospel. The Lord's 
answer shook the walls and empowered their hearts. (Acts 3-4) 
    This pattern of persecution revealing dependency was repeated 
throughout the book of Acts, and it often ended with a general consensus of 
generosity. Read Acts 4:32-37.  
    When life convinced them the Lord was all they had, they determined to 
live like God was all they needed, and generosity spilled out of their lives. No 
one among them was wanting because everyone gave from their excess to 
meet their needs. They were generous because they knew God was Enough 
and they were confident God would be faithful. 
    Our generosity reveals our theology. What we believe about God will drive 
what we do with our stuff. If we have a small view of God's capacity to 
provide, we will amass a huge pile of wealth and possessions to meet our 
needs and quench our desires. If we doubt God's goodness or His love for 
us we will cling tightly to our stuff in moments 
when generosity is warranted. If we are not sure 
whether He is Enough nothing on earth ever will be.  
    On the other hand, if our God will truly "supply 
every need according to his riches in Christ Jesus" 
(Philippians 4:19) and if He knows everything we 
need (Luke 12:30), then what do have to fear? If we are obediently generous 
with others today He will faithfully provide what we need tomorrow. This is 
what it looked like to live in the early Church. God provided enough for all 
because of the obedient generosity of all. Read Acts 4:32-37.  
    In the end, if God is the source of all that sustains us, how can we cling 
tightly to things He has commanded us to be ready to give away? If the 
purpose of Creation is the glory of the Creator, how can we effectively point 
the world to Him when we have kept the focus on our wants and our 
desires? When we are generous with the world, we accurately reveal the 
heart of our God. When we are generous with each other we reveal what 
our hearts truly believe. We reveal whether Jesus really is Enough.   

Our generosity 
reveals our 

theology. 



Tuesday – What Is Church? 
“Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul…”  

Acts 4:32 

    Though we all have access to dictionaries, we tend to define and describe 
things on our own terms. A knick-knack is a snack to some and a decorative 
trinket to others. Most of the country mistakenly believes that fixin' is just 
short for the act of repairing an object that is broken. While everybody that's 
anybody knows it means you're about to do something. (i.e. – I'm fixin' to go 
to the store.) 

    These definition differences are more pervasive than we think. We carry 
them with us every Sunday on the way into church. In a recent sermon, 
Pastor Colin Smith described four distorted definitions of the church: 

• The church as a gas station. For some people today, the church is a place 
where you fill up your spiritual gas tank when you're running low. Get a 
good sermon, and it will keep you going for the week. 

• The church as a movie theater. For many people, the church is a place 
that offers entertainment. Go for an hour of escape, hopefully in 
comfortable seats. Leave your problems at the door and come out 
smiling and feeling better than when you went in. 

• The church as a drug store. For other people, church is the place where 
you can fill the prescription that will deal with your pain. For many the 
church is therapeutic. 

• The church as a big box retailer. Other people see the church as the 
place that offers the best products in a clean and safe environment for 
you and your family. The church offers great service at a low price—all 
in one stop. For many people, the church is a producer of programs for 
children and young people. 

    However, none of these are the definition Jesus intended. He said the 
Church was His very body. He defined the Church as the means by which He 
would make Himself known to the world and the movement that the gates 
of hell would not defeat. Our best glimpse of how this definition should 
come to fruition is found in the book of Acts.  

    Read Acts 2:42-47 and 4:32-37. This is how the Church should look and this 
is the definition we should use as we approach it each week. Self-centered 
church members will not make a Christ-centered church, and a church 
defined on our terms will not be ready to reach His world. Jesus intended for 
the Church to be marked by the power of His love, His grace and His hope, 
not by our diverse and distorted definitions. 

    What is Church? How you define it will define how you approach it. How 
you live it will impact whether anyone wants to be a part of it.   



Wednesday – Time Capsule 
“Whoever gathered much had nothing left over,  

and whoever gathered little had no lack…” 2 Corinthians 8:15 

    In 1795, the cornerstone of the Massachusetts Statehouse was placed 
with special care – not only for its role in the construction but also for the 
small object it contained.  
    The contents were placed there by Revolutionary era heroes Samuel 
Adams and Paul Revere, and they remained mostly undisturbed until their 
time capsule was discovered last year during a construction project.  
    With special care, the curators of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts 
extracted the capsule's contents. Inside they found five newspapers which 
were remarkably well preserved. There were 23 coins, the oldest of which 
was a 1652 Pine Tree Shilling. It also held a copper medal with George 
Washington's image and the words "General of the American Army."  
    The contents of the capsule are interesting, but what is most intriguing is 
the glimpse into the values of those who placed it. They clearly valued a free 
press, the message of stability imparted by a young nation's currency and 
the heroes who had won her freedom. I wonder what a time capsule placed 
today by our leaders would contain. What kind of people would our time 
capsule describe? 
    What if everything you ever struggled to share was preserved in a time 
capsule? Every time you turned away from being generous, each item was 
persevered for posterity. How do you think you would feel about those 
items twenty, thirty or forty years later? As they were brought out one by 
one could you defend your hesitancy to be generous with them? Would you 
feel foolish or faithful as a time capsule of your generosity was opened?  
    Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-15. There are countless moments in our lives when 
we choose not to be generous. We stand at the intersection of giving and 
keeping and choose to cling to what we think is ours. The worth and value 
we assign to those objects might not make sense with the benefit of 
hindsight.  
    In the moment you chose against generosity, you determined that item 
was essential and something you couldn't live without. In a few decades (or 
maybe even days) it might not be so important. Our abundance is meant to 
be the reason no one else is lacking. We have been given more than we 
need so we can give others all they require. Imagine what the world would 
think if the people of God lived out this principle of God.  
    In the early church, "there was not a needy person among them." May the 
same be said among us, in our community and beyond.   



Thursday – The One Thing Christians Should Stop Saying 
Article from Huffington Post by Worship Pastor & former missionary Scott Dannemiller 

    I was on the phone with a good friend the other day. After covering important 
topics, like disparaging each other's mothers and retelling semi-factual tales 
from our college days, our conversation turned to the mundane. 

    "So, how's work going?" he asked. For those of you who don't know, I make 
money by teaching leadership skills and helping people learn to get along in 
corporate America. My wife says it's all a clever disguise so I can get up in front 
of large groups and tell stories. I plead the fifth. I answered my buddy's question 
with, "Definitely feeling blessed. Last year was the best year yet for my business. 
And it looks like this year will be just as busy." 

    The words rolled off my tongue without a second thought. Like reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance or placing my usual lunch order at McDonald's. But it was a 
lie. 

    Now, before you start taking up a collection for the "Feed the Dannemillers" 
fund, allow me to explain. Based on last year's quest to go twelve months 
without buying anything, you may have the impression that our family is 
subsisting on Ramen noodles and free chips and salsa at the local Mexican 
restaurant. Not to worry, we are not in dire straits. 

    Last year was the best year yet for my business. Things are looking busy [for 
this year]. But that is not a blessing. I've noticed a trend among Christians, myself 
included, and it troubles me. Our rote response to material windfalls is to call 
ourselves blessed. Like the "amen" at the end of a prayer. "This new car is such a 
blessing." "Finally closed on the house. Feeling blessed." "Just got back from a mission 
trip. Realizing how blessed we are here in this country." 

    On the surface, the phrase seems harmless. Faithful even. Why wouldn't I 
want to give God the glory for everything I have? Isn't that the right thing to do? 

    No. As I reflected on my "feeling blessed" comment, two thoughts came to 
mind. I realize I'm splitting hairs here, creating an argument over semantics. But 
bear with me, because I believe it is critically important. It's one of those things 
we can't see because it's so culturally engrained that it has become normal. But 
it has to stop. And here's why. 

    First, when I say that my material fortune is the result of God's blessing, it 
reduces The Almighty to some sort of sky-bound, wish-granting fairy who spends 
his days randomly bestowing cars and cash upon his followers. I can't help but 
draw parallels to how I handed out M&M's to my own kids when they followed 
my directions and chose to poop in the toilet rather than in their pants. Sure, 
God wants us to continually seek His will, and it's for our own good. But positive 
reinforcement? 

    Second, and more importantly, calling myself blessed because of material 
good fortune is just plain wrong. For starters, it can be offensive to the hundreds 

http://theaccidentalmissionary.wordpress.com/video/
http://theaccidentalmissionary.wordpress.com/video/


of millions of Christians in the world who live on less than $10 per day. You read 
that right. Hundreds of millions who receive a single-digit dollar "blessing" per 
day. 

    During our year in Guatemala, Gabby and I witnessed first-hand the damage 
done by the theology of prosperity, where faithful people scraping by to feed 
their families were simply told they must not be faithful enough. If they were, 
God would pull them out of their nightmare. Just try harder, and God will show 
favor. 

    The problem? Nowhere in scripture are we promised worldly ease in return 
for our pledge of faith. In fact, the most devout saints from the Bible usually died 
penniless, receiving a one-way ticket to prison or death by torture. 

    I'll take door number three, please. If we're looking for the definition of 
blessing, Jesus spells it out clearly (Read Matthew 5: 1-12). 

    I have a sneaking suspicion verses 12a 12b and 12c were omitted from the 
text. That's where the disciples responded by saying: 

12a Waitest thou for one second, Lord. What about "blessed art thou comfortable," 
or 12b "blessed art thou which havest good jobs, a modest house in the suburbs, 
and a yearly vacation to the Florida Gulf Coast?" 

12c And Jesus said unto them, "Apologies, my brothers, but those did not maketh 
the cut." 

    So there it is. Written in red. Plain as day. Even still, we ignore it all when we 
hijack the word "blessed" to make it fit neatly into our modern American ideals, 
creating a cosmic lottery where every sincere prayer buys us another scratch-off 
ticket. In the process, we stand the risk of alienating those we are hoping to 
bring to the faith. And we have to stop playing that game. 

    The truth is, I have no idea why I was born where I was or why I have the 
opportunity I have. It's beyond comprehension. But I certainly don't believe God 
has chosen me above others because of the veracity of my prayers or the depth 
of my faith. Still, if I take advantage of the opportunities set before me, a 
comfortable life may come my way. It's not guaranteed. But if it does happen, I 
don't believe Jesus will call me blessed. 

    He will call me "burdened." He will ask, "What will you do with it? Will you use 
it for yourself? Will you use it to help? Will you hold it close for comfort? Will you 
share it?" 

    So many hard choices. So few easy answers. So my prayer today is that I 
understand my true blessing. It's not my house. Or my job. Or my standard of 
living. No. My blessing is this. I know a God who gives hope to the hopeless. I 
know a God who loves the unlovable. I know a God who comforts the sorrowful. 
And I know a God who has planted this same power within me. Within all of us. 
And for this blessing, may our response always be, "Use me." Since I had this 
conversation, my new response is simply, "I'm grateful."   



Friday – A Study in Character 
“Barnabas… sold a field that belonged to him  

and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.” Acts 4:37 

    There are some people who just embody certain words. Michael Jordan 
personified competition. Mother Theresa was the living and breathing 
definition of compassion. And Billy Graham seems to always exemplify 
Christlikeness.  

    Throughout most of the book of Acts, the apostle Paul is accompanied by 
a man named Barnabas. They traveled the known world sharing the Gospel 
and planting churches. His role is less prominent than Paul's but no less 
important. Luke, the author of Acts, was led to introduce this pivotal 
character with his outrageous act of generosity.  

    Land was precious to his people. It was a part of their inheritance and a 
sign of God's blessing. To sell land meant it would not be passed on within 
the family. To sell land and give the money to the Church was generosity to 
the extreme. This son of encouragement likely inspired others by his selfless 
actions, and he went on to invite thousands to saving faith in Jesus Christ. 
He was a hero of the faith and generous in every sense of the word. 

    We are provided with several glimpses of Barnabas's generosity in Acts. 
Read the following passages and reflect on the questions for each one.  

Acts 4:36-37 – Barnabas was generous with his possessions. 

• When has someone been outrageously generous with you? 

 

 

Acts 9:26-27 – Barnabas was generous with an outcast. 

• The level of our generosity should not be determined by the 
recipient's popularity. How has (or could) the Lord used you to help 
the forgotten segments of your community?  

 

 

Acts 11:22-30 – Barnabas was generous with his leadership and influence. 

• His generosity with the church in Antioch led the people of the city to 
call them Christians (little Christs). Who in your life could benefit from 
God working through your leadership and influence? 



 
Acts 13:1-3 – He was generous in his obedience to God's call. 

• Baranabas and Paul loved the lost so much they were willing to 
sacrifice their comfort and even their lives so the world could hear 
about Jesus. What is the hardest thing for you about sharing your 
faith? 

 
 
 
 
Acts 15:36-41 – Barnabas was generous with forgiveness. 

• Mark had accompanied Paul and Barnabas on their early mission 
trips, but he had turned back when the trip proved too difficult for 
him. Barnabas saw potential in someone who had broken his 
promise. When did someone forgive you even though you gave them 
no reason to do so? 

 
• Who is in need of your generous forgiveness today? 

 
 
 
    As we have seen this week, there is part of us that wants to be generous. 
We see people in need and would like to help them out. We witness people 
who give selflessly to others and we wish we were more like them. And yet, 
we're not. We maintain a kung fu death grip on our possessions and worry 
we will not have enough if we were to ever give too much away. All the 
while, we wonder why we aren't as close to God as we would like to be.  
    Barnabas stepped on the stage with an act of generosity and the word 
epitomized every aspect of his life. We would all like to be more like 
Barnabas – more generous, more obedient, and more like Christ. Consider 
for a moment whether the man committed the action or whether the action 
helped to create the man. Was Barnabas generous because he wanted to be 
used by God, or was he ready to be used by God because he was willing to 
be generous? What if generosity was the starting point for a life of effective 
service?  
    Look back through the episodes you studied from Barnabas's life. Is it 
possible he was ready to do anything for the Gospel because he was ready 
to let go of everything for God? Our success in living for Jesus might start 
with our willingness to put an end to our self-centered living. Can you think 
of a better way to measure our aptitude and display our gratitude than by 
our generosity toward others?  



Weekend – Chasing Contentment 
“…I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content.” Philippians 4:11 

    How much is Enough to be content? In most of our lives it depends on the 
circumstances. If we just acquired the thing we hoped would finally bring 
contentment, we might be in the midst of the short-lived delight of a new 
possession. Soon it will fade and a new target will have to be identified for 
the chase.  

    We spend most our days chasing contentment but very few of them 
enjoying it. Given how often our quest for contentment has failed, isn't it 
time we reevaluate our plans.  

    In this weekend's sermon we will hear the testimony of the Apostle Paul in 
Philippians 4:10-20 and how he learned to be content regardless of the 
circumstances. Read these verses and then ask yourself the following 
questions to determine how your chase for contentment is going. 

• Do you dwell more on what you have or on what you wish you had? 
• Do you complain about what you don't have? 
• Do you fail to thank God for the good things He has given you? 
• Do you look at others and wish you had what they have? 
• Do you make plans to gain more money or possessions than you 

really need? 
• Do you think of your possessions as belonging to you rather than 

God? 

 

  Pray for the World: Uganda 
   Uganda is located in central Africa and has one of the largest evangelical 
populations in the region. Over recent years, the nation has suffered under 
the AIDS epidemic and the brutality of warlord Joseph Kony and his Lord's 
Resistance Army. There is cause for hope in the passion and openness of 
the younger generations. Pray for: 
• Young people’s ministry is fundamental to rebuilding the country. Pray 

for the extensive ministry in schools and on university campuses; 
evangelism, discipleship and training are the main ministries. Pray also 
for effective youth programs in churches. 

• Children in crisis. Numbing poverty deprives many children – including 
up to two million orphans – of care, finances for education and hope. 
Pray especially for street children, who are most numerous in the 
capital (Kampala), and for children in the north. 

 



  



 


