
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – January 25, 2015 
Enough: The Joy of Letting Go 

2 Corinthians 8:1-7 
Big Idea: ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Application:  ___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• Why is it easier to spend someone else’s money? 

• What is it about generous people that we admire? 

• What are some things that keep us from being as generous as we would like 
to be? 

• Why did their impoverished circumstances 
not stop their generosity? 

• Verse 4 says they were “begging to help”. 
Why is generous living something most of 
us enter into begrudgingly? 

• What does verse 5 say is the reason these 
people were generous? 

Bible Reading Plan 
2014-15 Chronological  

2-Year Reading Plan: Week 56 

 Monday 
• Nahum 1-3 
• Psalm 18:1-13 

 Tuesday 
• 2 Kings 22-23 
• Psalm 18:14-23 

 Wednesday 
• 2 Chronicles 34-35 
• Psalm 18:24-37 

 Thursday 
• Zephaniah 1-3 
• Psalm 18:38-50 

 Friday 
• Jeremiah 1:1-3:5 
• Psalm 19 



Monday –The Grip of Grace 
“We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God  

that has been given among the churches of Macedonia…” 2 Corinthians 8:1 
    This week's sermon focuses on Paul's celebration of the generosity of the 
Macedonian churches. Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-7. We read passages like this 
and wish we were more generous. We love the idea of generosity, but we 
struggle to make it a reality in our lives.  

    Would it be easier to be generous with found money? Would a mega 
million lottery win help to loosen your purse strings? For most of us, the 
answer is yes. Certainly a jackpot win would wipe out debt and put our 
budgets in the black, but I don't believe the excess of a windfall fully explains 
our change of heart. If you or I were to be awarded a huge sum of money, I 
believe we would know that we didn't earn the winnings thus making them 
easier to give away. Perhaps our sense of merit makes us miserly.  

    On the other hand, in a spiritual sense we have won the lottery. Not in 
some random, Powerball number sort of way, but we have won the favor of 
our Heavenly Father who called us from death to life by His grace. Grace is 
getting something that doesn't belong to you, something you don't deserve. 
By His grace Jesus has covered our sin with His sacrifice and replaced the 
debt of our transgressions with the credit of His righteousness. This is not 
because we did anything to deserve it. To the contrary, "while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us." (Romans 5:8) In every sense, we have been 
awarded through His grace a jackpot of riches we could never deserve.  

    What we fail to grasp is that we have been given grace so that we can 
extend grace – called to Christ so that we can be used by Him to reach 
others. We are in fact called to "see to it that no one misses the grace of 
God." (Hebrews 12:15) Would it not be the height of selfishness to keep His 
undeserved grace from those who so desperately need it?  

    It would be insane to think it's okay to hoard grace, and yet we still 
struggle to live generously. What are we missing? I believe we have bought 
the lie that we deserve everything we have in life and more. We fail to let go 
because we cling tightly to our stuff and to the belief that we earned 
everything we have.  

    I believe Paul revealed the secret to generosity in his praise of the 
Macedonian Church. Their generosity toward others was in response to the 
grace of God, and just as they couldn't earn His grace, they didn't believe 
they deserved their possessions.  

    We discover the joy of letting go when we realize we are gripped by His 
grace. When we are safely in His arms we cannot cling to anything in this 
world. Everything we have in life is because of Him. We are all playing with 
found money. We have won an eternal jackpot if we have surrendered our 
lives to His grace. How can we withhold anything from anyone else?  



Tuesday – Rich Enough to Give 
“For in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme 

poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity…” 2 Corinthians 8:2 
    We like generous people. We want to be more generous. We say that if we 
had as much as so and so, we would love to generously give it away. How 
many times have we daydreamed about what we would do if Publishers 
Clearinghouse knocked on our door?  For most of us, we would give some if 
not most of it away. All that money could do all kinds of good. If we were 
rich, then we could be generous.  

    Interestingly, our hope of being more generous when our ship comes in 
doesn't hold up according to recent statistics. Author Ken Stern stated in a 
2013 article:  

    If you scanned the press releases, or drove past the many university 
buildings, symphony halls, institutes, and stadiums named for their 
benefactors, or for that matter read the histories of grand giving by the 
Rockefellers, Carnegies, Stanfords, and Dukes, you would be forgiven for 
thinking that the story of charity in this country is a story of epic generosity 
on the part of the American rich… 

    One of the most surprising, and perhaps confounding, facts of charity in 
America is that the people who can least afford to give are the ones who 
donate the greatest percentage of their income. In 2011, the wealthiest 
Americans—those with earnings in the top 20 percent—contributed on 
average 1.3 percent of their income to charity. By comparison, Americans 
at the base of the income pyramid—those in the bottom 20 percent—
donated 3.2 percent of their income.  

    Very few of us are descendants of American aristocracy, but most of us 
are vastly wealthy by every global and historical standard. The notion that if 
we just had more we would give more is not proven true by statistics or 
likely our own experiences. Our level of generosity has not necessarily 
grown with our income. We have added expenses to our budgets as quickly 
as we have added revenue. We will never have enough to start being 
generous if generosity is not our starting point.  

    In Luke 21:1-4, Jesus observed an example of where we should all start. A 
widow walked into the temple carrying all the money she had. She offered it 
up to God as an offering confident that He had enough to meet her needs. 
We don't know her name. No stadiums or amphitheaters were engraved 
with her likeness, but her act of faithful generosity has resounded through 
the ages.  

    If we are waiting to have enough to be generous, it is likely we will never 
get there. Like the widow who tossed in the only two coins she had, we need 
to hold our wealth and possessions with an open hand, ready at any 
moment to give them generously to the Lord because He is our Enough.   



Wednesday – Beyond Our Means 
“For they gave according to their means, as I can testify,  

and beyond their means, of their own accord…” 2 Corinthians 8:3 

    Knowing the circumstances facing these early believers that we have 
already covered this week, isn't this verse amazing? Facing the hardest of 
times their generosity was unfazed. These ancient brothers and sisters in 
the faith gave according to what they had, and from Paul's perspective they 
even gave "beyond their means."  

    The Macedonian believers Paul celebrated lived under persecution. They 
experienced "a severe test of affliction" and endured a season of "extreme 
poverty," and yet they "overflowed in a wealth of generosity." We read about 
these early Christians, and we are amazed by their faith and generosity. We 
are inspired as we read how they gave "beyond their means."  

    The truth is we wish we were more like them. We 
not only fail to give beyond our means, most of us 
fail to live within them. We are not identified by 
generosity, and we are eluded by contentment. All 
the while, we fail to grasp an essential point of fact. 

    Everything is beyond our means. We can do nothing on our own. When 
we give or when we don't, every act and atom are beyond our means. The 
money we want to stockpile is earned with the talents God gave us. The 
objects we long to keep are composed of the matter God spoke into 
existence. And the heart that longs for the things of earth rebels against the 
One who skillfully crafted it. 

    Everything is beyond our means because without God everything is 
beyond our grasp. We will never find contentment clinging to things that 
weren't ours to begin with. Read 1 Timothy 6:6-10.  

    "We brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out." 
When we discover that Jesus is Enough and embrace the joy of letting go, we 
recognize that everything is beyond our means. We confess that anything 
and everything we attempt to keep for ourselves is already His. The joy of 
letting go is the delight of giving back to the One who gave us everything.  

    Are you giving beyond your means so you can experience joy beyond 
measure? How can you start experiencing the joy of letting go in your life?  

The truth is we 
wish we were 

more like them. 



Thursday – Change the World 
“Begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints”  

    The believers in Macedonia were not giving to the local university or 
political campaign. They were giving to meet the needs of their brothers and 
sisters in Christ who were experiencing severe persecution in and around 
Jerusalem. Since the stoning of Stephen, followers of the Way had 
undergone intense persecution. Most of them had fled the country to find 
relief, but many, including the Church council, stayed behind and 
experienced loss of property and even loss of life.  

    When the Macedonian Christians heard of this struggle, they wanted to 
help. They gave out of their miniscule means to those who had even less. 
They were broken over the state of their world, and they wanted to be a part 
of the solution.  

    A changed world begins with a changed heart. Our world is every bit as 
broken as the one the first century Church faced. We have billions across 
the globe who own less in a lifetime than we throw away in a year; not to 
mention the rampant nature of sin and greed in our world and the ripples it 
they cause in countless lives. We will not redeem culture and remedy 
society's ills by swimming along with their currents. It takes unique 
behaviors to alter the status quo.  

    With those early Christians in mind, what could be more earth shaking 
than to see people begging earnestly for the favor of giving things away? 

    Our entire culture and economy is based on the exact opposite. Almost 
every aspect of our lives is driven by the accumulation of more. But the 
world was changed when Christ's followers begged for the opportunity to 
give more and more away. 

    Why did they do this? What possessed them to let go of their possessions? 

    They were so overwhelmed by the love of Christ that they could not keep 
anything to themselves. The joy of knowing Him opened their hands and 
hearts to the joy of letting go of their earthly possessions. 

    Imagine how many people were called to repentance when they 
witnessed the acts of outrageous generosity spilling out of the poor and 
persecuted early Church? Their world was changed because Jesus had 
changed their hearts. He had given them His grace and it overflowed in their 
generosity.  

    Imagine how many people could be called to Christ today if the world saw 
us acting more and more like those early Christians? If we know Jesus as 
Lord and Savior, our hearts have been changed as well. Will we allow this 
change of heart to change our world?  



Friday – Not an Indictment 
“But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, 

and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also.” 2 Corinthians 8:7 

    Over the last few weeks, students across the country have endured 
semester exams. Imagine being a freshman again and facing your first high 
school exam. Your palms are sweaty as you walk into your Algebra I class. 
It's been a hard semester, and you've just barely gotten by. The teacher 
passes the tests out upside down on each desk and then tells everyone to 
begin. You turn the thick document over to discover it is an AP Calculus 
exam. Your heart drops as you realize the only blank you can fill in is your 
name.  

    A senior level exam in a freshmen level course is beyond the bounds of 
fairness. It is not right to expect students to display prowess in skills they 
have not been taught. In the same way, it is unreasonable for anyone to 
expect a new believer to instantly understand every teaching the Bible 
contains. When we place those unrealistic expectations on them, we can 
cause them to lose heart and drift away from the faith.  

    As we have focused on all the wrong ways we define Enough in our lives, it 
may feel like a constant indictment. Your internal monologue might be quite 
depressing. "What's wrong with me? I don't give enough. I never think I have 
enough. I'm so selfish." You might feel emotionally and spiritually beat up. 

    If you have felt that way verse 7 should be an encouragement to you. 
Generosity and contentment in the area of finances and possessions are 
essential traits of an effective Christ follower, but they are also steps in our 
maturation as we grow to be increasingly more like Him. Though we are 
instantly declared justified before God the moment we surrender our lives 
to Jesus, it takes a lifetime for us to grow to be more and more like Him. 
Therefore, just as we endeavor by God's grace and power to grow in faith, 
speech, knowledge, earnestness and love, so also we should grow in 
generosity. Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-15. 

    Maybe you have never tithed ten percent of your income to the Lord's 
work. This conversation about generously giving back to Him is totally new 
to you. That's okay. Take the first step by making every effort to increasingly 
excel in the act of giving. Start by giving something to the Lord and ask Him 
to help you give more.  

    Maybe you didn't grow up in a home where you actively engaged in 
meeting the needs of those around you. You have no concept of acts of 
generosity beyond buying candy bars from kids raising money for their 
marching band. That's okay. Now that you are coming to understand that 
Jesus is Enough, let your gratitude for His grace be displayed in your 
generosity – particularly to those in need across the street and around the 
world.   



Weekend – Your Best Life Now 
“One’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” Luke 12:15 

    One of the bestselling books over the last ten years is entitled Your Best 
Life Now. It spent more than 200 weeks on the New York Times bestseller list 
and has sold more than four million copies. 

    However, sales success has not insulated the book from criticism; much of 
it arising from the title. The Bible talks more about suffering for Christ than 
it does financial success because of Christ, and it makes a pretty clear case 
that the early followers of Jesus were not dying for the faith because they 
believed their persecuted life was a good as it could get.  

    It is clear from Scripture that our best life will not happen in this life. Our 
best life will come when we spend eternity in the presence of our God. Our 
best life will begin when we see Jesus face to face. While there has been 
much debate of the book's title, it raises a question we should consider: 
How can we do our best with this life?  

    If our best life is not to be found in this life, how can we make the best of 
this life for the glory of God? To get the best out of life, we have to live 
according to the words of the Author of Life. As we wrap-up our Enough 
sermon series, we look to the words of Jesus found in Luke 12:13-21 for 
direction.  

    If you want the best that life has to offer and Jesus said "life does not 
consist in the abundance of possessions," why on earth are we attempting 
to find contentment in more and more stuff? Are you trying to find your best 
life now or are you making the best out of life now? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray for the World: Australia 
   Fourteen percent of Australia's 21 million residents are evangelical 
Christians. Student ministry is one area needing greater attention. Witness 
to the nearly 600,000 students in 40 universities and many more colleges 
have had some impact, but not nearly as much as potential would allow. A 
notable trend is that foreign students are proving more responsive to 
outreach than Australians. Praise God for this open door, but pray that 
Australians might also be reached during this crucial phase of their lives. 
Pray for a greater evangelistic zeal, a larger harvest for the Kingdom and an 
increased flow of missionaries from these groups to the world. 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning, read Psalm 
123 and ask yourself if your eyes are looking unto the Lord to find Enough.  



  



 


