
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – February 1, 2015 
Enough: Thank You 

Luke 12:13-21 
Big Idea: ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Application:  ___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What are some things that God has spoken to your heart regarding finances 

over the last 4 weeks? 

• Why do people do dumb things just to have more money? 

• What’s at the heart of our greed/covetousness (v.15)? 

• If our life is not about what we possess 
(v.15) than what is your life about? 

• What drives most people pursue ‘more’? 

• What steps are you going to take to be 
satisfied with what you have?  

Bible Reading Plan 
2014-15 Chronological  

2-Year Reading Plan: Week 57 

 Monday 
• Jeremiah 3:6-4:31 
• Psalm 20 

 Tuesday 
• Jeremiah 5-6 
• Psalm 21 

 Wednesday 
• Jeremiah 7:1-8:17 
• Psalm 22:1-13 

 Thursday 
• Jeremiah 8:18-10:25 
• Psalm 22:14-31 

 Friday 
• Jeremiah 11-12 
• Psalm 23 



Monday – Inherent Issues 
“Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” Luke 12:13 

    Nothing brings a family together quite like a disputed inheritance. It can 
create the kind of close quarter's combat that will only be resolved by the 
courts.  

    In 2009, Georgina Leigh moved in with her mother, Joyce Smith, in Oxford, 
England. Under the guise of caring for the 85-year-old Smith, Leigh assumed 
control of her mother's estate, and by the end of the year had her forcibly 
committed to a long-term care facility without informing the rest of the 
family.  

    When Mrs. Smith passed away in 2011, Leigh did not tell her siblings for 
several weeks and then only after the funeral and the settlement of the 
estate. Leigh sold her mother's home and pocketed the nearly $500 million 
proceeds from the sale.  

    It took a high court ruling to settle their inheritance issues, but the seeds 
of this deceit were likely planted years before. No one wakes up one 
morning after a lifetime of generosity with the urge to swindle their ailing 
mother and siblings out of a small fortune. This behavior results from a 
steady diet of flawed beliefs and selfish actions.  

    The Bible tells us there is nothing new under the sun (Eccles. 1:9), and 
inheritance issues are no exception. One day Jesus was summoned by a 
man in the crowd to settle a dispute between him and his brother. 
Interestingly, Jesus did not really address the man's request. He instead 
challenged his heart. Read Luke 12:13-21. 

    The issue in the man's life was not the inheritance, but there were 
inherent issues in his heart. A powerful part of our fallen, sinful nature is our 
tendency to define our quality of life and even our self-worth by the 
abundance of our possessions. We judge ourselves and others by how much 
stuff we can accumulate, but no matter how full our wallets are, we end up 
feeling empty. 

    The secret to defining Enough is found in realizing that "one's life does not 
consist in the abundance of possessions." Contrary to our inherent 
tendencies, our lives and our worth are only found in and through Jesus 
Christ. Only when we are rich toward Him will we experience the treasure of 
His peace and love.  

    What flawed beliefs and selfish actions are lingering in your life? If allowed 
to remain, these inherent issues will only bring pain to you and those you 
love. If they are not confessed and addressed, they will ultimately grieve the 
heart of your Heavenly Father. Take time today to ask Him to search your 
heart and reveal the seeds of sin in your life.   



Tuesday – Taking Stock 
“And he said to them, 'Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, 
for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.'” Luke 12:15 

    We have spent the first four weeks of this new year confronting the 
flawed ways we have defined Enough in our lives. Many of our behaviors are 
based on unconcious beliefs, and these can be the most deceptive and 
destructive.  

    In this week's sermon we heard the response of Jesus to a man who 
wanted his brother to share their parents' inheritance (Luke 12:13-21). This 
man's plea was based on his belief that he deserved more than he had 
received. I would dare say we often have the exact same thought.  

    If our lives don't consist in the abundance of possessions and our culture 
tells us the exact opposite at every turn, we would do well to take stock in 
how our unconscious beliefs could lead to sinful behaviors. Read the 
following verses and write an I will… statement in response to each truth.  

• Proverbs 3:27-28 – Do not withhold good from those to whom it is 
due, when it is in your power to do it. Do not say to your neighbor, "Go, 
and come back, and tomorrow I will give it," when you have it with you. 
Example: I will give generously to others when I have the power to do so.  
 

• Proverbs 11: 24 – One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another 
withholds what he should give, and only suffers want. Whoever brings 
blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered. 
 
 

• Proverbs 11:28 – Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous 
will flourish like a green leaf. 
 
 

• Proverbs 18:11 – A rich man’s wealth is his strong city, and like a high 
wall in his imagination. 
 
 

• Proverbs 28:27 – Whoever gives to the poor will lack nothing, but those 
who close their eyes to poverty will be cursed. 
 
 

• Proverbs 30:8–9 – Remove far from me falsehood and lying; give me 
neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that is needful for 
me, lest I be full and deny you and say, “Who is the LORD?” or lest I be 
poor and steal and profane the name of my God. 
  



Wednesday – The Good Life 
“Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”  

Luke 12:19 

    How would you define The Good Life? It might mean different things to 
different people, but in Western culture it usually means being rich – and 
the richer the better. However, this definition begs the question: How rich 
do you have to be to experience the good life? When will you know you've 
arrived? 

    At various stages of life you probably defined the good life differently. In 
the teen years the good life was having the right car, the right clothes and 
the right friends. In college it meant finishing a degree and finding a job, a 
spouse or both. In adulthood the definition of the good life expanded with 
every increase in salary. The more you make the more you want, and the 
more you get the farther away the good life feels.  

    In his book Living on the Ragged Edge Chuck Swindoll wrote:  

    The good life—the one that truly satisfies—exists only when we stop 
wanting a better one. It is the condition of savoring what is rather than 
longing for what might be. The itch for things, the lust for more—so 
brilliantly injected by those who peddle them—is a virus draining our souls 
of happy contentment. Have you noticed? A man never earns enough. A 
woman is never beautiful enough. Clothes are never fashionable enough. 
Cars are never nice enough. Gadgets are never modern enough. Houses are 
never furnished enough. Food is never fancy enough. Relationships are 
never romantic enough. Life is never full enough. 

   This excerpt perfectly captures the flaw at the heart of our culture. We will 
never be content if our peace of mind is dependent upon how much stuff 
we have. If the good life is defined by MORE, then more will never be 
enough.  

    Jesus said He came so we "may have life and have it abundantly." (John 
10:10) Could His abundant life be the good life we have longed to find? Jesus 
never had earthly riches and always spoke about giving rather than 
receiving. His abundant life is not at all based on accumulating more. So 
how are we to find His good life? 

    Read Hebrews 13:5. If our culture tells us to get more and more, this verse 
tells us that in Christ we have all we will ever need. If we are trying to find 
the good life, what could be better than knowing Jesus "will never leave us 
or forsake us?" A life lived for Him is a good as it gets.   



Thursday – One's Life  
By guest writer Mackenzie Ridenour 

“One's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.’” Luke 12:15 

    Jesus said that one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 
possessions. But doesn’t it? At least that’s what our actions say. We may 
wholeheartedly agree verbally, but then what do our lives speak? 

    We live in a culture of materialism, where less isn’t more, but more has 
become necessary and natural. We are constantly told that we will be 
“happier” if we have this thing or that thing by media, the people around us, 
and even our own hearts. It’s human nature to constantly want more, look 
at Adam and Eve for example. But what did Jesus say? 

    Recently I was given the opportunity to spend a period of time doing 
ministry overseas in various countries, often in what would be described as 
uncomfortable circumstances. Before I left I was a total girl’s girl! I loved all 
things sparkly, went shopping with whatever extra cash I could get, and 
bought anything that piqued my interest. 

    Yes I loved Jesus, but I had many idols in the form of material things that I 
used to bring me happiness instead of looking to Christ for lasting joy. It 
took nine months of living out of a back pack, frequent illness, sleeping in a 
tent, no AC, bed bugs, many times without toilet paper, unsafe areas, five 
months of head lice, stolen items, and much, much more, for me to 
understand what Jesus was talking about here. Because despite how terrible 
some of those things were, or how “little” I had, I was filled with JOY. Not it’s 
temporary counterpart, happiness, but true, genuine, God-given joy.  

    This is because one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 
possessions.  

    I’m not saying to sell everything you own and move to Africa (although, if 
the Lord is calling you to that, then amen!) but what I am trying to say is that 
we could do without most of the possessions we have in exchange for the 
things the Lord wants. Yes our culture says that life with many belongings is 
a life worth living but in Romans 12:2 the Bible says to “not copy the behavior 
and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by 
changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God's will for you, which 
is good and pleasing and perfect.” 

    So, if life doesn’t consist in the abundance of possessions, what does it 
consist of? “And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” John 17:3 

    Life is about Christ. What things are we holding on to that are preventing 
us from closeness with The Lord and the furthering of His kingdom?  



Friday – Redefining Enough 
“But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you'” Luke 12:19 

    The rich man in Jesus's parable measured his worth by the materials in his 
barns. He piled up more and more wealth and placed his hopes for life and 
eternity in his accumulated possessions. Tragically, he didn't find out how 
wrong he was until it was too late. (Luke 12:13-21) 

    When we discover our definition of Enough is lacking, something has to 
change. We will never find peace, comfort and security for our souls in the 
fleeting riches of this life. If our purpose is found in our possessions, our 
eternity is hopeless. Redefining Enough starts with surrendering your life to 
Jesus today and recalibrating your Enough to Him every day.  

    I heard a song last week by modern day hymn writers Keith and Kristyn 
Getty entitled My Worth Is Not in What I Own. I found its lyrics powerful and 
quite pertinent to our discussion.  

My worth is not in what I own, Not in the strength of flesh and bone,  
But in the costly wounds of love, At the cross 

My worth is not in skill or name, In win or lose, in pride or shame, 
But in the blood of Christ that flowed, At the cross 

I rejoice in my Redeemer 
Greatest Treasure,  
Wellspring of my soul 
I will trust in Him, no other.  
My soul is satisfied in Him alone. 

As summer flowers we fade and die, Fame, youth and beauty hurry by 
But life eternal calls to us, At the cross 

I will not boast in wealth or might, Or human wisdom's fleeting light 
But I will boast in knowing Christ, At the cross 

Two wonders here that I confess, My worth and my unworthiness 
My value fixed - my ransom paid, At the cross 

    No matter how much wealth we accumulate, we cannot increase our 
worth or ensure our eternity. Our worth and our unworthiness are 
simultaneously found at the cross of Jesus Christ. We are utterly unworthy 
of His affection, but we are also extremely loved by the sinless Son of God 
who died in our place.  

    This series has been about much more than the way you manage your 
finances or how firmly you cling to your possessions. This series has called 
you and I to confront the very foundation of our lives. How have you 
determined your worth? How have you defined Enough? If your hopes for 
this life or the next are built on anything other than Jesus, you do not have 
adequate hope.   



Weekend – The Soundtrack to Childhood 
"Greater love has no one than this…” John 15:13 

    There is nothing like a song to carry you back to a moment in your 
childhood. Just a few bars of certain tunes and you not only remember all 
the lyrics, but your mind is flooded with vivid images of people and places, 
fun times and fashion failures.  

    I am a child of the 80s. The decade known for Aqua Net bangs and 
regrettable mullets did not produce many if any enduring trends or styles. 
The fashions were marked by tight rolled jeans, parachute pants, and 
enough neon to glow like the sun. It's a wonder our eyesight survived. 

    Come to think of it, from acid-washed denim to popped collars, I am glad 
those looks have faded. Then again, there is a part of me that still loves the 
songs. By most every standard it wasn't good music, but that doesn't really 
matter. They shaped and scored great moments in my past. They were the 
soundtrack to my childhood. 

    However, what if we took our cues for building relationships from the 
ballads of the past? Pick any decade and run through the lyrics of your 
favorite love songs. Would the soundtrack of your past provide a firm 
foundation for your future? Read John 15:13 and consider whether this is the 
love we have grown up singing about. Is this the kind of love you are 
displaying in your most important relationships? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray for the World: Dominican Republic 
   The D.R. occupies two-thirds of the island of Hispaniola in the Caribbean. 
There are several major issues confronting Christians there: 
• Religious liberty. Outright persecution is rare, but those outside the 

religious majority are often faced with bureaucratic antipathy and low-
level hostility. Pray for complete freedom in ministry and of public 
religious life. 

• Development of biblical ethics for Christian involvement in a society 
where corruption, violent crime and promiscuity are alarmingly 
widespread. 

• Cultivation of a missions vision. There are increasing numbers of 
Dominican missionaries. The Assemblies of God in DR is becoming a 
missionary-sending force. A few ministries are trying to develop a 
Dominican missions movement. 

 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 126 
and consider the "great things" the Lord has done for you.  
 



 

 

  



 


