
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – March 29, 2015 
Giving God Everything 

Philippians 3 
Big Idea: ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Application:  ___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• How have the memories of your successes and failures impacted your 

current relationship with Christ? 

• Which of these is the most difficult for you to give over to God: 
unconfessed sin, confessed sin you cannot forget or past pains? 

• How have your earthly relationships harmed or hindered your 
relationship with Jesus? 

• Which relationships in your life have helped you grow closer to Christ? 
How? 

• How would your other relationships change if you saw yourself as God 
sees you? 

• If our lives are going to continue to be 
transformed to be more like Christ, it is 
going to take sacrifice on our part. What 
area of your life is the most difficult to 
surrender to God? Why? 

• What does it mean to be a living sacrifice? 
When have you experienced this in your 
life? 

• What are your dreams for the future? 
What are your worries? 

• How would your worries and dreams 
change if you placed them in God's 
hands?  

Bible Reading Plan 
2014-15 Chronological  

2-Year Reading Plan: Week 65 

 Monday 
• Ezekiel 24-26 
• Psalm 51 

 Tuesday 
• Ezekiel 27-28 
• Psalm 52 

 Wednesday 
• Ezekiel 29-30 
• Psalm 53-54 

 Thursday 
• Ezekiel 31-32 
• Psalm 55:1-9 

 Friday 
• Ezekiel 33-34 
• Psalm 55:10-23 



Monday – Everything? 
"I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call 

of God in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 3:14 
    What defines you? Does your role in the home or the office determine 
who you are? Do you only feel as good as your last success or as worthless 
as your last failure? Are you the product of your past memories or your 
future dreams? What defines you? 

    The Apostle Paul encouraged early Christians to "be imitators of me, as I 
am of Christ." He trusted the way he defined himself was enough to invite 
others to mimic his definition. So what defined Paul? Read Philippians 3:1-14. 

     Paul was on the fast track to success. The dream of most young Jewish 
boys was to one day be a part of the religious leadership. After all, they had 
a direct line to God, and they called all the shots. Who wouldn't want to be 
important? 

    Paul was accepted and mentored by the best teachers. He rose to 
prominence as a Pharisee. When the religious leaders grew weary of the 
new Christian faith, Paul held the coats while the older men stoned Stephen. 
When the call went out for people to persecute the Church, he was first in 
line. Paul defined himself by his religious zeal, and he was proud of the 
person he was becoming.  

    But everything changed when he encountered the risen Christ on the 
road to Damascus (Acts 9). In today's passage, Paul recounted his radical 
rethinking of the way he defined himself.  

    When Paul surrendered his life to Jesus he lost everything he ever had, 
especially everything by which he defined himself. He became an outcast 
and an outlaw to the very system that had once embodied success for him. 
Paul gave up everything to follow Christ, but he counted all those things as 
"loss" and "rubbish." He did not long for his old life. He defined himself by 
Christ and Christ alone, and that made everything make sense.  

    What defines you? This week we will confront the parts of our lives we 
may be keeping back from Jesus. Until He has our everything we will live 
according to a flawed definition. Until everything but Christ is loss and 
rubbish, we will continue to feel like something is missing. When Paul saw 
Jesus clearly, he couldn't help but lay everything down. Is there something 
missing in your definition of you? Is there anything you haven't surrendered 
to Christ?  



Tuesday – Every Memory 
“Forgetting what lies behind…” Philippians 3:13 

    We are loaded down every time we step out the door. Wallets, keys, and 
phones are in our pockets along with a laptop, tablet and books in our 
briefcases – and that's just the men. Who knows what all women have in 
those purses? Depending on your season of life, you even add a diaper bag, 
stroller and baby to the pile.  

    But there is more to our loads than meets the eye. With every step we 
carry burdens that cannot be measured with scales. Every person carries 
every memory and that baggage defines and determines more than we 
realize.  

    We don't remember all the events of our lives, but the best and worst 
ones seem to stick out. These extremes leave different impressions, but 
they can both be a drain on our spiritual lives. Read Philippians 3:12-14. 

    In v. 13, Paul said he purposed to forget those things that are behind – his 
past failures but also his past successes. How could remembering our past 
successes make us fall short in the race? 

 

 

    Resting on our past successes can keep us from pressing on, but focusing 
on our past mistakes can keep us from ever trying. Studies have shown that 
the greatest hindrance in the lives of young believers is their struggle to 
believe God has really forgiven them. C.S. Lewis said, "I think that if God 
forgives us we must forgive ourselves. Otherwise, it is almost like setting 
ourselves as a higher tribunal than Him." Who are we to remember what 
God has forgiven and forgotten? 

    Many people also limp through life with their spiritual heart on life 
support. The cancer of unconfessed sin can leave it hardened and calloused 
to the things of God. Others may struggle to understand how a loving God 
could allow all their painful memories. And others might struggle with the 
tender wounds of broken relationships. Whether in your home or with your 
friends, you are not sure who is on your side anymore.  

    Forgetting what is behind can be a very difficult task.  What baggage do you 
carry out the door each day that Paul would advise you to leave behind? 

  



Wednesday – Every Word 
“How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire!” James 3:5 

    Have you ever had an awkward conversation? Whether you didn't know 
what to say or your nerves got the best of you, the words just wouldn't 
come out right. And the longer the awkwardness lingered the more time 
would pass before you engaged that person in conversation again.  

    When we first become a Christian, prayer can be confusing and even a bit 
awkward. It is hard to understand how we can be heard by a God who we 
cannot see but is still so immense He holds the universe in His hands. Even 
more, the Bible tells us that He not only hears us but desires to hear from 
us.  

    Prayer is simply talking to God – drawing near to Him as we turn our 
hearts and minds toward Him. A.W. Tozer said “we need never shout across 
the spaces to an absent God. He is nearer than our own soul, closer than our 
most secret thoughts.”  

    Prayer is conversation – talking to God and allowing His Spirit and His 
Word to speak to us. We only have this opportunity because He has given us 
the gift of speech. If speech and conversation are gifts from God they 
certainly should be used for His glory. Read James 3:1-12. 

    The Disney Dream is one of the world's largest ocean liners. It weighs 
128,000 tons and contains 1,250 staterooms that can house up to 4,000 
passengers. The ship is over 1,100 feet long, 125 feet across and 217 feet 
tall. Yet it is steered by a rudder that is less than 18 feet tall. James 
compares the tongue to the rudder on a ship – a small thing making large 
boasts and having a huge impact. 

    It is hard to say we have surrendered everything to God when we seem to 
have so little control over what we say. James used the picture of a bit in the 
mouth of horse for the power of the tongue over the body. Your mouth 
does not control where you are going, but it does reveal the state of your 
heart and mind. All sin begins as a thought before it ever comes out as a 
word or deed. You may have once walked closely with Christ after a 
conference, retreat or a particularly impactful sermon. If you have 
experienced a decline in your commitment, one of the first warning signs 
might have been a decline in your speech. How have you seen your speech act 
like a thermometer for your spiritual walk? 

 

    Whether or not Jesus is honored with your every word is a good indicator 
of whether He has your everything. Ask Him to help you bring Him glory 
through the gift of speech.   



Thursday – Every Worry 
"Do not be anxious about anything…” Philippians 4:6 

    What is your greatest spiritual struggle? Though we all face our unique 
challenges, one nearly universal obstacle to faith is worry. Worry and the 
stress it incites can grind our spiritual growth to a halt and cause us to keep 
anything and everything from God.  

    One of the most powerful forces that will ever come against you is worry. 
It is NOT reasonable concern for the things that need to get done. Worry is 
NOT productive effort to try and fix a situation. One author defines worry as 
"legitimate concern that has morphed into toxic panic." Toxic worry and 
crippling stress are not reserved for people who don't know Jesus. Even 
mature Christians struggle to continually trust that God is in control. What 
are the things that cause you to worry and stress out? 

 

 

    Worry and stress can quickly change who you are and how you are 
perceived by others. They can make you snap at everyone around you. 
These dual forces can not only change your behavior, they can also harm 
your health. Studies show stress can bring on immediate physical 
symptoms: a rapid heartbeat, a headache, stiff neck, back pain, fast 
breathing, sweating, and even an upset stomach, nausea and diarrhea. 
Prolonged stress and worry can negatively affect your immune system, raise 
your blood pressure, damage your digestive tract, and make skin problems 
worse. Being caught in the clutches of worry and stress can tear you apart 
just like being caught in the jaws of a wild animal. Is it any wonder that God 
tells us in His Word not to worry?  

    Read Philippians 4:4-9. Remember singing verse 4 as a child. You probably 
sang it in the round with two groups singing different parts at the same 
time. Singing became shouting as you battled back and forth with “Rejoice in 
the Lord always and again I say rejoice!” and “Rejoice! Rejoice! And again I 
say rejoice!” As we grow up, we forget the simple truths we learned as a 
child. How can rejoicing in the Lord help us not to worry? 

 

 

The peace of God comes through the practice of doing what we have seen 
and heard in His Word. Peace and worry cannot coexist. One will destroy the 
other. Are you worried today? Cast all your worries on Him because He 
cares for you (1 Peter 5:7). What worries do you need to cast on God and leave 
with Him today?   



Friday – Every Dream 
"I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call  

of God in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 3:14 

    E-readers have changed more than the way we read. They have 
revolutionized our knowledge of what people think about what they read.  

    According to Amazon, the most highlighted passage in all books read on 
Kindles (as of November 2014)—highlighted almost twice as often as any 
other passage—is from the second volume of The Hunger Games series, 
Catching Fire: "Sometimes things happen to people and they're not equipped 
to deal with them." 

    University professor Mark Shiffman believes he understands why this 
passage resonates with young adult readers: 

   It's easy to see why The Hunger Games is the novel [of a] generation. The 
trilogy depicts adolescents rigorously trained by adults for desperate but 
meaningless life-or-death competitions. [The story] resonates with students 
who worry that they're all honed up with no place to go … They rack up 
diplomas, majors, minors, certificates, credentials, and internships to keep 
them in the running for what they feel to be an ever more elusive success. 
They're driven by fear and clothe themselves in an armor of achievement 
that they hope will protect them against uncertainties. They are trying to 
gain more control over an uncertain future. 

    The future is a source of mental and spiritual frustration. The average 
adult spends one-eighth of his day thinking about the future, but none of 
those thoughts give him any more control. The future is all about faith, but it 
is usually cloaked in worry. 

    We began the week looking at Paul's change of heart once he had been 
confronted by the risen Christ. He asserted to the Philippians "whatever was 
to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ." Reread Philippians 
3:1-14. His dreams for a Pharisee future died in the blinding light of Jesus, 
but Paul was not left without any dreams. Although his present was always 
difficult and his future uncertain, worry never reigned in his life. Because he 
had given everything to Jesus, he knew his future was in safe hands. 

    I believe our future fears arise from faulty dreams. Our pursuit of self-
centered goals through self-serving means leaves us relying on our own 
wisdom and strength – and we have very little of either. However, when we 
give everything to God, including our dreams, He redeems the mistakes of 
our past, restores our peace in the present and instills in us a hope for the 
future.  

    Are you running yourself ragged pursuing your own dreams? Do you find 
yourself all too often running on empty? Give God everything today so that 
He can reveal His dreams for your future.   



Weekend – Easter  
We’re all looking for something. It may be as simple as trying to find our lost 
car keys or as complicated as finding our one true love. It seems we’re all 
constantly looking for something. The truth of the matter is we sort of enjoy 
the hunt. We enjoy searching for a used car on Craigslist. We enjoy flipping 
through the latest IKEA store catalog looking for the one thing missing from 
our house. We enjoy(ed) finding someone cute who might be interested in a 
date.  
 

However, we tend to run into the same problem time and time again; no 
matter how much or how often we find what we’re looking for … we end up 
needing to find something else.  
 

That’s where Jesus comes in. Every feeling of discontentment reminds us of 
the spiritual void in our soul. The idea of the Gospel is that Jesus is the good 
news. It’s good news that He came and knows what it’s like to walk in our 
shoes. It’s good news that He died to pay the price for our sins. And it’s good 
news that He conquered death and rose from the grave. I think this is the 
heart of the universal discontentment we feel; that our creator loves us and 
has a purpose for us. Once this truth permeates our life we quickly realize 
we don’t need to look anymore.   In preparation for this Sunday read Luke 
19:1-10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pray for the World: Easter Sunday 
   This Easter Sunday we are expecting more than 1,500 people to attend one 
of our three services. Part of this influx will be caused by the coinciding 
attendance of those who attend one, two or three Sundays a month along 
with those who attend nearly every week.  
   However, an important portion will consist of those who rarely attend 
church or only attend on religious holidays. Research shows that these 
individuals have not yet decided whether they will attend. 
   "Christians who automatically attend church on Easter should be mindful of 
their many friends, neighbors and family members who haven't ruled out the 
idea of attending," said Scott McConnell, director of LifeWay Research. "It may 
be that a personal invitation is what would make a difference to them." 
   Ask the Lord to reveal who He would have you invite this week and pray that 
the hearts of all who attend a church service on Resurrection Sunday will 
come to understand and surrender to the love of Christ.  

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 143 
and turn your heart toward God's steadfast love. 



 
  



 
 
    


