
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – January 4, 2015 
Make Every Effort 

2 Peter 1:1-9 

Big Idea: ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Application:  __________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 

• How do you want your life to be different in 2015? 

• What are some common reasons people fail to change? 

• What does excellence look like in your life? 

• What steps are you going to take to make that 
happen? 

• What has God already given you to help you 
become the person He wants you to be? 

• What is your plan for daily submission to 
Christ? 

Bible Reading Plan 

2014-15 Chronological 2-Year 
Reading Plan: Week 53 

 Monday 

• Isaiah 34:1-37:13 
• Psalm 1-2 

 Tuesday 

• Isaiah 37:14-39:8; Ps. 76 
• Psalm 3 

 Wednesday 

• Isaiah 40-41 
• Psalm 4 

 Thursday 

• Isaiah 42-43 
• Psalm 5 

 Friday 

• Isaiah 44-45 
• Psalm 6 



Monday – Your Best Efforts  
“His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness…”  

2 Peter 1:3  

    'Tis the season for New Year's resolutions. As we change our calendars we 
make lists of the things we would like to change about ourselves. Our most 
popular resolutions are: 

• Lose weight 
• Spend less and save more 
• Quit bad habits 

    Our intentions are sincere and our goals are commendable, but our resolution 
results are pretty poor. Of those people who usually make resolutions, one quarter 
of them will give up by the end of the first week. Almost a third drop out before the 
end of the first month, and less than half make it to the Fourth of July. Maybe we 
should resolve to not make any more resolutions. 
    And yet, there are facets of our lives that need to change. Whether physical, 
financial or professional, there are aspects of our behavior that could and should 
improve. Nonetheless, years come and years go, and our resolutions remain 
unresolved.  
    You may have repeatedly endured this annual cycle of disappointment and 
regret. When failure came again and you reached the end of yourself, you cried 
out to God for Him to give you the strength to never do that again… But you did.  
    You're still clicking on websites you should never see. You're still living outside 
of God's plan for marriage. You're still buying things you don't need with money 
you don't have. You're still bitter and unforgiving toward your loved ones. Your 
relationship with your children is still strained. You want your life to be better in so 
many ways, but despite your best efforts to grow spiritually, your resolutions 
seem to turn out for the worst.  
    What if you have been going about this all wrong? Perhaps the route to 
successful change is not found in your best efforts to create a new you. What if 
the resources to resolve your spiritual growth struggles were already at your 
disposal? Read 2 Peter 1:1-10.  
    These verses clearly state God "has granted to us all things that pertain to life 
and godliness." Your resolutions to be more like Christ are not dependent upon 
you fixing you. Jesus already accomplished everything you need on the cross so 
you can live a life that is pleasing to Him. The success you seek is found in 
surrender not in your best efforts alone.  



Tuesday – And Yet, Make Every Effort 
“For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith…” 2 Peter 1:5 (ESV) 

    As we discussed yesterday, our best efforts are never enough to make us more 
like Christ. Our track record with resolutions reveals our desperate need to have 
Jesus complete the work in us. And yet, Peter writes that we are to:  

   Make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with 
knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with 
steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly 
affection, and brotherly affection with love. (2 Peter 1:5–7) 

    Aren't these the things we want to see changed in our lives? As we write down 
goals to lose weight, fix our finances, or clean up our habits aren't we really 
hoping to develop virtue, knowledge, and self-control? We've proven our efforts 
are not enough, but we should still make every effort. I'm confused. 
    Whenever we see seemingly conflicting instructions in the Bible, I believe we are 
called to hold them in tension. Both are true and both are essential for leading 
God-honoring lives, but we should live at the intersection between them. If we 
don't we can descend into dangerous pitfalls. If we believe we can fix ourselves 
with more concerted efforts we remove the need for Christ and negate His 
sacrifice on the cross. If we believe growth comes without effort we reveal an 
ungrateful heart toward the grace He has shown. Neither of which will lead to life 
that looks anything like Jesus. Only in the tension can we live the life God 
intended. Read the following sets of verses and write the truths we are called to 
hold in tension. 

• 2 Peter 1:10-11 & Romans 11:29 –  

• Ephesians 4:1 & Ephesians 2:8 –  

• Philippians 2:12 & Philippians 2:13 –  

    So the life of a Christ follower is a life lived like and for Christ. It rejoices in 
sufficient grace and responds with grateful works. This is a task we cannot 
complete on our own; a task where everything we need has already been 
accomplished by Christ; and yet, it requires us to make every effort. So living in 
the tension, we commit to resting in His grace, relying on His power and resolving 
to never stop striving to look more like the One who loved us enough to die for us.   



Wednesday – Resolving to Read 
“I have stored up your word in my heart…” Psalm 119:11 

    The cover of this year's final Newsweek magazine bore the title "The Bible: So 
Misunderstood It's a Sin." The piece was written by Kurt Eichenwald, a writer and 
reporter with an impressive resume. He has also written for the New York Times 
and Vanity Fair. He is a two-time winner of the George Polk award and was a 
finalist for a Pulitzer Prize. His opinion carries significant weight with his 
readership, but I'm not sure we would agree with his assertions.  
    In the article, Eichenwald argues that many in America – particularly 
evangelical Christians – have a severely flawed understanding of what the Bible 
actually says. He writes: 

   They wave their Bibles at passersby, screaming their condemnations of 
homosexuals. They fall on their knees, worshipping at the base of granite 
monuments to the Ten Commandments while demanding prayer in school. 
They appeal to God to save America from their political opponents, mostly 
Democrats. They gather in football stadiums by the thousands to pray for the 
country’s salvation. 
   They are God’s frauds, cafeteria Christians who pick and choose which Bible 
verses they heed with less care than they exercise in selecting side orders for 
lunch. They are joined by religious rationalizers—fundamentalists who, unable 
to find Scripture supporting their biases and beliefs, twist phrases and modify 
translations to prove they are honoring the Bible’s word. 

    Eichenwald's indictment of us is anything but subtle. His words carry 
undeniable venom toward his perception of Christians. How then should we 
respond? Dr. Albert Mohler, president of the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, called it "a hit-piece that lacks any journalistic balance or credibility," 
and emphasizes that Eichenwald is primarily known for writing "on business and 
financial matters, including scandals."  
    While the article only cites extreme critics of Christianity, should we dismiss the 
point made in its title? Do we have a sinful level of Biblical misunderstanding? 
Have we even read what we claim to believe? 
    As you consider making every effort to live a life that honors Christ, what effort 
have you given to hiding His Word in your heart? Read Psalm 119:1-16. There is no 
quick fix for the anger many have toward Christianity, but we can each take time 
to make sure Eichenwald's title does not describe us. Commit to spending regular 
time in the Bible this year. If you are looking for a plan, check out YouVersion.com 
or download our reading plan at www.fbcpalmetto.com/contact/resources.html.  

http://www.fbcpalmetto.com/contact/resources.html


Thursday – What's at Stake? 
“They keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful…” 2 Peter 1:8 

    Why are we here? What is the reason for which we were saved? What exactly is 
at stake when we consider how our lives measure up to God's standard? 
    If we consider the summary statements of Christ we have two main missions: 
to love and to make disciples. The Great Commandment calls us to love God and 
others while the Great Commission calls us to make disciples of all nations. So 
what's at stake when we consider the way we live? Everything! We can never 
accomplish our purpose if we refuse to follow His plan. 
    Reread 2 Peter 1:1-10. If the qualities listed in verses 5-7 are not increasing in 
your life, the unsaved people who know you are a Christian will get a severely 
skewed view of Christ – a view that might not compel them to be saved. None of 
us sets out to lead "ineffective and unfruitful" spiritual lives, but if we don't 
collectively make Christlikeness a priority, a generation might miss out on the 
grace, mercy and hope of Jesus.  
    So what does spiritual success in 2015 look like? What do you want people who 
are not Christ-followers to see when they observe your life? In a recent post on 
ChristianLeaders.com, pastor and author Jarrid Wilson outlined several attributes 
he prays Christians are known for this year: 
• Love (1 John 4:8) – Love is an intrinsic value for any who call themselves 

Christ followers. In reality, I don’t believe that any can truly call themselves 
Bible-believing Christians and not showcase the act of love. 

• Grace (Ephesians 4:32) – We as Christians should be known for the grace 
and forgiveness that we show others. It may not always be deserved, but we 
must always remember that neither was ours. 

• Purity (Philippians 4:8) – Not only should we be known for our pureness in 
relationships, but in our speech, actions and motives, as well. 

• Patience (Galatians 5:22) – The Word of God has called us to be patient 
amidst all things. This may not always be the easiest task, but it will always 
be the right path to choose 

• Sacrifice (John 3:16) – While we will never match Christ's sacrifice on the 
cross, this isn’t to say we must not continue the legacy set before us. 

• Selflessness (Philippians 2:4) – Selflessness is an attribute that puts others 
before yourself, and God before everyone else. 

• Commitment (Matthew 5:37) – We must show the world we can be trusted, 
and that our word will not be broken. 

• Respect (1 Peter 2:17) – We must be known as a community of respectful 
people, who even in disagreement can show love and grace. 



Friday – Book Review 
    In His Steps by Charles Sheldon. 

Submitted by Cathy Slusser 

    Anyone who has been a Christian for a while has heard the phrase, “WWJD?” or 
“What Would Jesus Do?” But, most people do not know that while it was made 
popular in recent history and is marketed through bracelets, bumper stickers, 
mugs and calendars, it was actually first written by Charles Sheldon in 1896.  

    Over the more than one hundred years it has been in circulation, In His Steps 
has become one of the bestselling books of all time with over 300,000 copies 
sold.  

    Sheldon wrote about a fictional town called Raymond that experiences revival 
when Pastor Henry Maxwell encounters a dying, out of work and homeless man 
who interrupts a church service to ask the question, “What do you Christians 
mean by following the steps of Jesus?” The man continues, “Somehow I get 
puzzled when I see so many Christians living in luxury and singing ‘Jesus, I my 
cross have taken, all to leave and follow Thee,’ and remember how my wife died in 
a tenement in New York City, gasping for air. Of course, I don’t expect you people 
can prevent everyone from dying of starvation, lack of proper nourishment, and 
tenement air, but what does following Jesus mean? It seems to me there’s an 
awful lot of trouble in the world that somehow wouldn’t exist if all the people who 
sing such songs went and lived them out.”  

    After the man’s death, Rev. Maxwell is so moved by the man’s questions, that 
he prepares a sermon entitled “What Would Jesus Do?” and challenges his 
congregation to ask that question before they make any decision for one year.  

    Those who agree to the experiment are radically changed by it, and as a result 
so is their town and eventually the nation. The novel shows how people of that 
time could change their lifestyle and actions to impact others for Christ. Opera 
singers become evangelists, newspaper editors refuse to print articles that do not 
edify, college presidents run for political office, businessmen implement new 
practices and treat their employees in different ways, and socialites take 
alcoholics into their homes. No one is unchanged. Even Rev. Maxwell no longer 
cares for his appearance and the delivery of his sermons, choosing to focus 
instead on living out a life dedicated to obedience to Christ. All because they dare 
to ask, “What Would Jesus Do?”  



Weekend – Enough 
"There was not a needy person among them…” Acts 4:34 

    Since the founding of our nation, we have celebrated our God-endowed rights to 
"life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness." With such a solid philosophical 
foundation and more than two centuries to perfect it, we ought to be the happiest 
people on the planet. Nevertheless, a 2013 Harris Interactive poll found only a 
third of us are happy. According to the poll: 

• One-third of our population is pessimistic about the future. 
• One-half worry about their health. 
• One-third of us regularly worry about their financial situation. 

    Consider also that this poll was released the same year the Wall Street Journal 
reported that Household Net Worth (the value of homes, stocks and other assets 
minus debts) had hit an all-time high. It would be safe to say our pursuit of more 
wealth and possessions has not fulfilled our pursuit of happiness.  
    As we step into a new year, we want to start by confronting our tendency to 
pursue happiness by pursuing more. When will we be satisfied? When will we stop 
having to buy the next new thing? At what point will we say we have Enough? 
    In preparation for this weekend's sermon, read Acts 4:32-37. What if our desire 
for financial security and material things is not the problem? What if our definition 
of enough is derailing the happiness God ordained us to have? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pray for the World: United States 
   It may seem unusual to highlight our country in the Pray for this World section. 
However, despite our Biblical heritage, it is difficult to believe we are the nation God 
intended us to be. Only thirty percent of our more than 300 million citizens are 
evangelical Christians, and the perception of the Church is diminishing with each 
passing year. Pray specifically for: 
• Our Church – Pray we will truly share Christ's love with our community and beyond. 
• Revival – The American Church needs true revival with conviction of sin, 

repentance and an outpouring of the Holy Spirit. More often than not, the public 
face of Christianity turns people away from Jesus rather than drawing them to Him. 
Thank God for the pockets where revival is happening; pray that it may spread. 

• Syncretism (Attempted union of differing beliefs) is as common in America as 
anywhere. In the US’s version, biblical Christianity is mixed with hyper-individualism, 
consumeristic materialism, moral relativism and national pride, creating a 
dangerous strain of faith that justifies selfishness, immorality and hubris. Pray for 
the ability to distinguish between what is scriptural and what is cultural. (taken from 
Operation World) 
 



  



 


