
  



  



Sermon Notes – May 10, 2015 
Mother's Day: Sacrificial Love 

Isaiah 53 
Big Idea: ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Application:  ___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What act of sacrifice did your mom make for you, or have you seen a mom 

make for a child? 

• How would you describe sacrificial love? 

• What are some similarities between the love of a good mother for a child and 
the love of Jesus for us? 

• Look back at Isaiah 53:2-6. How is Christ’s 
sacrificial love greater than the love of a 
good mother? 

• After reflecting on the depth of love that 
Jesus has for us, what do you need to do? 

Bible Reading Plan 
2014-15 Chronological  

2-Year Reading Plan: Week 71 

 Monday 
• Esther 3-4 
• Psalm 74:10-23 

 Tuesday 
• Esther 5-6 
• Psalm 75 

 Wednesday 
• Esther 7-8 
• Psalm 76 

 Thursday 
• Esther 9-10 
• Psalm 77 

 Friday 
• Ezra 7:1-8:14 
• Psalm 78:1-10 



Monday – Imperfect Love 
“Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows.” Isaiah 53:4 

    Holidays can be painful. They can be reminders of what we've lost or of 
what we never had. Christmas brings to mind a loved one who passed away 
while Mother's Day and Father's Day can point to someone who was never 
there. And no amount of fame or fortune can heal such wounds. 

    Hugh Jackman has experienced immense success. The Australian-born 
actor has starred in fifty films grossing more than $2.2 billion. He has won 
an Emmy, two Tony Awards and an Oscar nomination for his portrayal of 
Jean Valjean in Les Misérables.  

    And yet, no amount of accolades or adamantium (ask your kids or 
grandkids if you don't know what this is) have been able to fully restore his 
broken heart. When he was eight-years-old, Hugh's mother abandoned his 
father and four elder siblings. He held on to the hope of her return for some 
time, but when the finality of her departure settled in, Jackson was too 
frightened to even enter his home alone. In a 2013 interview he said, "I was 
terrified because I was the first one home every day. I used to walk home 
from school and wait outside. I just wouldn't go in." 

    His father retreated into his work to cope with his pain, but this left Hugh 
to struggle for his attention. "My father could only come to one [school 
sports] game a year because he had five kids, and on Saturday he had to 
shop. If my father were there, it would be 50 percent greater. Having his 
approval is something that still drives me." 

    Jackson admits to struggling with a need to people-please. "I saw a play in 
Sydney, and in the notes they had this quote from Bono that said: 'What 
kind of hole exists in the heart of a person when they need to have 70,000 
people scream I love you in order to feel fulfilled?' But there is a part of me 
that wants to please, to be all things to all people." Because of the absence 
of a parent's love, a grown man who has garnered great praise still longs for 
approval. 

    His story might be a lot like yours. Not everyone has seen sacrificial love 
from their mother or father. Some of you have experienced something 
closer to self-centered disregard. Our parents may have failed, but Jesus 
never will. Then again, even the best moms and dads only provide a glimpse 
of the love our Heavenly Father has for us. Whether in parental presence or 
absence, we will never see a complete picture of Christ's love from them. If 
we want to see His love, we must look to the cross.  

    Read Isaiah 53. In this Old Testament passage, we see a prophetic picture 
of God's perfect love. In the suffering and sacrifice of Jesus, we witness what 
love really is – a love that will never leave us or forsake us. Are you ready to 
let His sacrificial love be the only approval you will ever need?  



Tuesday – I Love Your Accent 
“By this all people will know that you are my disciples…” John 13:35 

    It is estimated that there are 7,000 different languages currently spoken in 
the world today. Most of the world's tongues would be foreign to even the 
most multilingual person. Although unknown languages sound like 
gibberish to non-speakers, languages that share a common ancestry can be 
grouped into families. We may not know what someone is saying, but we 
can often tell where they are from by their accent.   

    Accents develop sooner than previously thought. German scientists 
recently found that babies acquire the subtle nuances of their native 
language during the last trimester of pregnancy. By eavesdropping on 
conversations, babies learn to mimic the melody of their mothers' speech. 
The research team recorded the cries of sixty French and German babies 
within five days of their birth. French infants tended to cry with a rising 
melody while German newborns seemed to prefer a falling melody – 
patterns that were consistent with the native language of their parents. They 
concluded that even from birth, infants cry in their native accent.   

    Just by eavesdropping from the womb, babies take on the tone and 
character of their mothers' voice. After spending countless hours saturated 
in her emotions and expressions, a baby's first instinct is to sing his 
mother's melody.  

    While accents imprint before birth, they are not set in stone. As we move 
from one region to another, we drop certain expressions and inflections. 
Nevertheless, it only takes ten minutes on the phone with someone from 
our old stomping grounds to slide right back into old, familiar patterns. The 
marks left by our parents' words linger for life.  

    As we celebrate mothers this week, we also want to assess the accent we 
pass on to those we love. The ideals of motherhood embody sacrificial love 
and provide a glimpse of the love Jesus has shown us. Read John 13:31-35. 

    From the womb to the tomb, our perspectives on love and our Heavenly 
Father are shaped by the actions of our parents and mentors. To some 
extent, we will love others as they loved us and see our Heavenly Father as 
we saw them.  

    While we can't completely undo the accent we inherited, we can, by God's 
grace, pass on a life that looks like Jesus. What are the children you love 
learning from you? Are they learning the accent of sacrificial love? 



Wednesday – Amazing Love 
“God shows his love for us…” Romans 5:8 

    Max and Elizabeth had dreams. They had dated for two years before 
Elizabeth found out her herniated disk was a tumor. The day they heard it 
was cancer, Max proposed saying they would fight the disease together. 
After surgery and four chemo rounds, she was declared cancer free.  

    With her health restored, Max and Elizabeth still had dreams. They 
dreamed of having a child, but doctors told them it would be impossible. 
Three years into remission, the doctors were proved wrong. Elizabeth was 
pregnant, but their dream come true was short-lived. One month later, their 
world was once again rocked. The tumor had returned.  

    Elizabeth was given several options: have an abortion and begin 
immediate treatment, begin treatment while pregnant, or delay treatment 
throughout her pregnancy to protect her baby. Elizabeth knew this might be 
their only chance to have a child, so she refused treatment and put her life 
on the line to save her baby.  

    Their daughter, Lily, was born in January, and Elizabeth immediately 
began treatment. Tragically, the cancer had already spread throughout her 
body. Elizabeth fought for six weeks giving all she had to spend one more 
day with her precious child, but on the morning of March 9th, Liz passed 
away just one week shy of her 37th birthday.  

    A mother's love should always provide a partial picture of God's love, but 
in Elizabeth's story we witness unexpected, sacrificial love. Lily received life 
because her mother was willing to lay hers down.  

    This is what Jesus did for us. He confronted death so we would only 
experience its shadow. He conquered sin so we could no longer be its slave. 
He laid down His life to bring us life eternal.  

    Read Romans 5:6-11. We know what love is because we know what Christ 
did. Jesus "shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, [He] died 
for us." Because of His death and resurrection, our sins can be forgiven, our 
guilt can be washed away, and we can be saved from His wrath toward sin. 
His love would be amazing if it stopped there, but what blows me away is 
His sacrificial love toward those who chose to be His enemies (v.10). He 
reached out while we were still rebels.  

    People often feel like they have to get their act together before they get 
right with God. This is entirely unnecessary. He loves us right where we are 
and loves us enough not to leave us that way. While "we were still weak" and 
"sinners" and "enemies," Jesus laid down His life for us.  

    His love is amazing, and there's nothing you can do to earn it. All you have 
to do is surrender to His sacrificial love.   



Thursday – A Mother's Prayer 
“Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray.” James 5:13 

    "The prayer of a righteous person has great power…," (James 5:16) but 
there's nothing like the prayers of a righteous mother.  

    E.V. (Edward Victor) Hill pastored Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church in 
Los Angeles for 42 years, but his ministry began long before he ever entered 
the pulpit. During the height of the Great Depression, Hill's family was 
unable to make ends meet, so four-year-old Ed was sent to live with the 
Langram family in Sweet Home, Texas. Papa Aaron and Mama Ella loved Ed 
like he was their own son, and Mama prayed big, audacious prayers for him. 
Against all odds, Ed graduated from high school (the only student to do so 
that year from the small, country school), and she insisted he go on to 
college.  

    Mama put Ed on a bus to Prairie View College with five dollars in his 
pocket saying, "I'll be praying for you." Here's what happened next in Hill's 
own words: 

   I splurged on the way and got to my destination with only $1.83 left. Then 
I had to pay a quarter to catch a bus down to the campus. I went straight 
to the registrar's office and got in line. The first thing I saw was a sign that 
said, "$83, cash, cashier's check or money order." And the devil said, "Now 
which one do you have?" Then I heard my momma saying, "I'll be praying 
for you." The devil said, "Don't be stupid; get out of line. This is no prayer 
meeting, no Sweet Home. With all due respect to your momma, she ain't in 
control now." And again, I heard my momma saying, "I'll be praying for 
you." So I just stayed in line and kept easing on up. I was one up when the 
devil said, "You're next. What are going to do with just $1.58?" But once 
again I heard Momma saying, "I'll be praying for you." 

   So with all my fearful misgivings, but with her assurance, I moved on. I 
was just about to step up when I felt a hand on my shoulder, and Dr. Drew 
said, "Are you Ed Hill?" I said, "Yes, sir." 

    He said, "Get out of line." Here I had come all this way just to be denied 
my place. But he said, "Son, didn't you get our letter? We've been trying to 
contact you. We are giving you a four-year scholarship. It will pay your 
tuition, room, and board, and give you $35 a month for spending money."  

    And once again I heard my momma say, "I'll be praying for you."  

    God used the prayers of one mom to impact thousands of lives. Whether 
you are a parent, grandparent or mentor, are you praying for the children 
God has placed in your life? Read James 5:13-20. The prayers of a righteous 
person have great power. Are you exercising this God-given power in the 
lives of the people He has allowed you to love?  



Friday – Mom's Purse by Max Lucado 
    I've never ceased to be amazed at what a mom can find in her purse. 
There's the typical stuff, like a tissue for a runny nose, a quarter for the 
gumball machine, a library card to check out a book. But then there's the 
incredible stuff, like a blowup beach ball, a map of the entire United States, 
a collection of medicine that could cure any illness! 

    I guess moms learn early that they have to be prepared. It all starts with 
a diaper bag that has zippers galore and compartments begging to be filled 
so that no mother need be caught unprepared when spit-up (or a more 
unpleasant discharge) ruins the outfit and threatens to ruin the outing. 
From then on, moms seem to know how to pack backpacks for school, gym 
bags for games, and footlockers for camp with anything and everything 
that might be needed. 

    Now, I've never carried a purse, but I've never been one to travel light. 
I've tried. Believe me. I've tried. But ever since I… took the Boy Scout pledge 
to be prepared, I've been determined to be exactly that – prepared… 

    I don't know how to travel without granola bars, sodas and rain gear. I 
don't know how to travel without flashlights and a generator and a global 
tracking system. I don’t know how to travel without an ice chest of hot dogs. 
What if I stumble on a backyard barbecue? To bring nothing to the party 
would be rude.  

    I don't know how to travel light. But I need to learn. I need to learn to 
travel light. You're wondering why I can't. You’re thinking ‘loosen up’. You 
can't enjoy a journey carrying so much stuff. Why don't you just drop all 
that luggage? 

    Funny you should ask. I'd like to inquire the same of you. Haven't you 
been known to pack your bag with some unnecessary items? 

    Odds are; you did this morning. Somewhere between the first step on the 
floor and last step out the door, you stuffed your bag full of the kinds of 
burdens that moms carry. 

    The suitcase of guilt. A sack of discontent. You drape a duffel bag of 
weariness on one shoulder and a hanging bag of worry on the other. No 
wonder you're so tired at the end of the day. Toting those kinds of bags is 
exhausting.  

    What you were saying to me, God is saying to you: "Set that stuff down! 
You're carrying burdens you don't need to bear."  

    Read 1 Peter 5:7 and Matthew 11:28. If we let Him, God will lighten our 
loads. Have you been loaded down with burdens you shouldn't be carrying? 
His sacrificial love is not only enough to save us; His love is enough to free 
us from our daily burdens. If God loves us, what else could we possibly 
need?  



Weekend – Why Are WE Here? 
“I went out by night… and I inspected the walls of Jerusalem.” Nehemiah 2:13 

    Why is the Church here? Not just our building, but the global body of 
Christ. Why are we here? We can summarize the Church's purpose in the 
Great Commandment and the Great Commission: Love God and others, and 
make disciples of all nations. We are here to make Christ known.  

    How well are we doing? The stats don't paint a pretty picture. Between 
2010 and 2012, more than half of all American churches didn't add one new 
member. This year nearly three million churchgoers will stop going to 
church, and an estimated 8,000 churches will close. Statistics never tell the 
whole story, but the part they're telling is not encouraging.  

    And yet, the Lord has doubled our attendance since 2012. What is He 
doing here that is allowing our local body to defy all the stats? 

    This weekend we will focus on the reason we are here: to develop 
missionaries who will share Christ's love with our community and beyond. 
This obedience to the fulfillment of the Great Commandment and 
Commission has led to our growth, but if we don't keep this as our bullseye, 
we will slowly drift into decline. Where there is no vision, people and 
purpose perish.  

    Read Nehemiah 1-2 and join us this weekend as we rally around the reason 
we're here.  
  

Pray for the World: Czech Republic 
   The Czech Republic is a landlocked nation in central Europe with a 
population of 10 million people. Part of the former Soviet bloc nation of 
Czechoslovakia, much of its modern history has not allowed for religious 
freedom. This has caused the Czech Republic to be one of the least religious 
nations in the world (behind only China and Japan in percentage of atheists in 
the population).  
    There are, however, some signs of hope. For many years, little training was 
permitted, especially in biblical theology. But now the nation enjoys several 
excellent theological training facilities in the best Protestant traditions. Pray 
for all forms of theological education to shape knowledgeable, relevant, 
Christ-like leaders. Pray also that leadership formation, extending beyond the 
academic classroom, may create authentic spiritual communities where such 
learning is applied in the lives of the Czech people. (operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 148 
and join all of creation as you praise the Lord.  
 



  



 


