
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – April 12, 2015 
Reset: Second Chances 

Luke 22 
Big Idea: ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Application:  ___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2014-15 Chronological  

2-Year Reading Plan: Week 67 

 Monday 
• Ezekiel 44:15-46:24 
• Psalm 61 

 Tuesday 
• Ezekiel 47-48 
• Psalm 62 

 Wednesday 
• Joel 1-3 
• Psalm 63 

 Thursday 
• Daniel 1:1-2:16 
• Psalm 64 

 Friday 
• Daniel 2:17-3:7 
• Psalm 65 

Discussion Questions 
• What are some things people regret the most? 

• How does our past shape our present for both good and bad? 

• What do you think Peter was thinking as he was denying knowing Christ? 

• What did he think after he realized what he had done? 

• What caused the change in Peter to give 
him the boldness to preach?  

• What regrets do you have in your life that 
you believe God can’t move past? 

• What do you need to do today in order to 
experience the Reset Jesus can provide?



Monday – A Tale of Two Peters 
“Peter… lifted up his voice and addressed them.” Acts 2:14 

    History is full of highs and lows. More specifically, our personal stories 
have their fair share of high and low moments.  

    In the boardroom we can speak with eloquent passion and change the 
course of our company, but in the living room we can wilt in the face of a 
difficult conversation with a loved one. On one day we can boldly share our 
faith with a stranger, but the next we shrink back from an opportunity to 
hold a friend accountable for fear of feeling awkward. There are times when 
we stand up for what is right against the tide of popular opinion, and then 
there are moments when we willingly march with the rest of the lemmings 
over the cliff of sin. 

    We all have moments we would love to relive and others we would give 
anything to reset, and Peter had more than a few moments worth 
remembering.  

    While the rest of the disciples were shaking in their ship, Peter stepped 
out of the boat and walked on the water to meet Jesus (Matthew 14:22-33). 
When all the other disciples struggled to state who Jesus really was, Peter 
confidently said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." (Mark 
16:13-20) And on the night Jesus was arrested and as his fellow disciples 
were preparing to flee, Peter picked up a sword and was ready to defend his 
master to the death. (John 18:1-11, Matthew 26:56) 

    Peter had some highs, but his lows were never far behind. Before Peter 
could reach Jesus on the water, the wind and waves overwhelmed his faith, 
and he began to sink. Even though he believed Jesus was the Son of God, 
Peter later denied even knowing Him. And before the sun rose on the same 
night he was ready to die for Christ, he ran and hid when a servant girl 
asked if Jesus was his friend.  

    If we were in Peter's shoes on the night he denied Jesus, there is little 
doubt we would believe we were beyond God's grace. Surely a low like this 
could never be reset and made right. Nevertheless, no matter how far we 
have fallen, we are never beyond the reach of God's second chances. His 
love and forgiveness can extend to anyone and everyone who has had their 
share of highs and lows. Read Acts 2:1-41 and see how the lows of Peter's life 
were Reset on the day of Pentecost. Do you believe Jesus can reset your 
lowest moments?  



Tuesday – Back in Time 
“For godly grief produces a repentance…” 2 Corinthians 7:10 

    This year is a very big year. People have been talking about what 2015 would 
be like for almost 30 years. If a part of our history is any indication, we are on 
the verge of some amazing things. 

    I was in middle school in 1985 when I first saw Marty McFly and a souped-up 
DeLorean ride the power of 1.21 jigowatts back to 1955. Back to the Future was 
part of my adolescence, and the thought of traveling through time blew me 
away. In my more imaginative moments, I believed I was just a flux capacitor 
away from taking my own trip through history.  

    When Universal released the sequel a few years later, we got a glimpse of the 
future as Marty traveled from 1985 to 2015 to rescue his son. This imagined 
future included self-tying shoes, jackets that could automatically adjust to fit any 
user, and the odd fashion of men wearing two ties at once. It also boasted flying 
cars, huge flat-screen TVs, automated homes and those amazing hoverboards.  

    The Back to the Future movies got a lot right, but we have a long way to go 
before October 21, 2015 to fully realize their vision. It's probably just as well 
because I'm probably too old to hop on a hoverboard and the thought of flying 
cars in Manatee County terrifies me. The ones on level ground are scary enough. 

    Nonetheless, if we did ever invent time travel, a trip to the future would be 
attractive. However, I believe we would be more likely to go the other way. There 
are moments in each of our pasts we would love to undo. A careless word, a 
selfish choice or an utterly dumb move could be reset with a carefully timed 
jump to the past. If we had our own time-traveling DeLorean, we could fix 
everything.  

    But we don't have the ability to jump through space and time, and I'm not 
sure a jigowatt is even a real thing. We cannot undo our worst moments any 
more than we can perfectly predict the fashion and technology trends of the 
future. We cannot reset our lives, so we might be stuck with our mistakes. 

    Our mistakes are sealed in the vault of the past, but Jesus is not bound by the 
shackles of space-time. He also doesn't have to undo our past to reset our 
future. Our sin and rebellion against God has only led to heartache, but the grief 
it produces does not have to be fruitless. Read 2 Corinthians 7:10.   

    We cannot undo our past, but we don't have to be stuck with our mistakes. 
When godly grief leads us to repent, Jesus can reset our lives. I believe He can 
even redeem our worst mistakes and use them for His glory and our good. So 
even though you cannot travel back in time, you no longer need to let the sins of 
your past cast a dark cloud over your future. Confess your mistakes and 
surrender to God's forgiveness and watch the amazing things that can happen in 
2015 when your Heavenly Father resets your life.   



Wednesday – Do You Love Me? 
“Jesus said to Simon Peter... 'Do you love me more than these?'” John 21:15  
    On the night before Jesus died, He reminded the disciples of His imminent 
suffering and death. He then said, “You will all fall away because of me this 
night." Peter answered, "Even if they all fall away... I never will." Jesus looked him 
in the eye and said, "I tell you, Peter, tonight before the rooster crows, you will 
deny three times that you even know me." Never known to lack confidence, 
Simon Peter replied, "Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you." 

    A few hours later, Peter found himself standing in the courtyard of the high 
priest's home as Jesus stood trial before the religious leaders. A servant girl 
recognized he was a follower of Jesus, but he denied it: "Woman, I don't know 
him." A little later someone else said he was a disciple, but Peter insisted, "I don't 
know the man!" A third time, a few standing nearby heard his Galilean accent 
and said, "Surely you are one of them." Calling down curses he declared, "I don't 
know this man you're talking about!" Immediately, a rooster crowed, and Peter 
ran away weeping bitterly.  

    As Jesus died on the cross, Peter was nowhere to be seen. When the news 
came that the tomb was empty, he was still in hiding. His heart and mind must 
have been dominated by the desire for a do-over. If he could only have that 
night back, he would not make the same mistake again. What he wouldn't give 
for a second chance! 

    Jesus appeared to the disciples several times after His resurrection; one time 
to seven of them on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. After they had eaten 
breakfast, Jesus turned His attention to Peter. Read John 21:15-19.  

    There was more going on than meets the eye in this seemingly repetitive 
conversation. The original Greek text uses two different words for love: agape 
(unconditional love) and phileo (brotherly love). Jesus asked Peter twice, "Do you 
love me unconditionally? Do you agape me? " Peter responded both times, " You 
know I only love you like a brother. You know that I phileo you." Then Jesus 
asked, "Do you phileo me?" Peter was grieved in his heart and said, "You know 
everything, and you know that I only phileo you." Jesus was asking Peter, "Will 
you follow me to the very end?" Peter's replies seemed to say, "You and I both 
know, I'll only follow you until it gets uncomfortable."  

    Second chances often begin with honest moments. Peter's big talking and 
bold predictions were now gone. His responses were an admission that there 
were limits to his love for Jesus. He recognized through his failure in the 
courtyard that he was not yet the man he needed to be, and that was right 
where Jesus wanted him to be. Only after Peter was ready to stop pretending 
and be honest about his heart was he truly ready to follow Jesus.  

    You don’t need to pretend with Jesus. He is prepared to offer you a second 
chance. He just might be waiting for you to honestly answer His question: "Do 
you love me unconditionally?" 



Thursday – Peter Reset 
 “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness.” 

2 Peter 1:3 

    Second chances change everything. Peter benefitted from a second 
chance that was more like his third or even thirtieth one. He had stumbled 
and repeatedly fallen during his three years serving alongside Jesus. But 
once he was honest about the condition of his heart and empowered by the 
presence of the Holy Spirit, his life was forever changed. Once Peter clearly 
saw Jesus, it reset how he saw everything else.  

    He not only preached boldly on the day of 
Pentecost, but he also went on to be one of 
the most outspoken leaders of the early 
Church. When he was asked by a lame beggar 
at the temple gates for some money, Peter 
looked intently at the man and said, "I have 
no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to 

you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!" (Acts 3:1-11) 
In spite of his past failures, Peter did not deny the power of the name he 
once denied. His life had been reset.  

    Since he had seen the empty tomb, he believed God even had power over 
death. When he was asked to intercede following the death of faithful 
disciple named Dorcas, Peter turned to her dead body and confidently 
commanded her to arise. (Acts 9:36-43). The power of Jesus was so at work 
in his heart and life the sick were healed simply by his shadow passing over 
them. (Acts 5:15) 

    The Lord even used Peter's past failures to give authority to his writing. 
Read part of his letter to the early Church in 2 Peter 1:1-15. When Peter said the 
Lord has granted everything we need to live godly lives, he meant it because 
he had lived it. When he wrote about being a "partaker of the divine nature" 
he was not referring to a theoretical idea. He knew God had made His home 
in him (John 14:23). He had experienced the radical reset of surrendering his 
heart and life to Jesus.  

    Have you taken Jesus up on the second chance He offers? You may be in 
need of a third or even thirtieth chance. He is still offering. When Peter saw 
Jesus clearly, nothing was ever the same – including Peter. Are you tired of 
trying to fix you? Are you ready to be Reset?   

Once Peter clearly 
saw Jesus, it reset 
how he saw 
everything else. 



Friday – An Unlikely Missionary 
“And he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much  

Jesus had done for him, and everyone marveled.” Mark 5:20 
    Charles was born to a working-class, Boston family in 1931. Overcoming his 
humble upbringing, he received an Ivy League education and graduated from 
law school in 1959. His love for politics led him to be one of the youngest 
assistants on Capitol Hill where he learned to navigate Washington's dark side. 
Charles worked on Richard Nixon's 1968 presidential campaign and stepped 
aside from a lucrative law practice to become the White House Special Counsel 
where he was known to be Nixon's "Mr. Fixit."  

    During this time, Charles allegedly hired thugs to assault anti-war 
demonstrators, plotted to firebomb the liberal Brookings Institute, and compiled 
a list of the president's political opponents, later known as Nixon's Enemies List. 
In reference to his political determination Charles once quipped, "I would walk 
over my own grandmother if necessary."  His role as political hit man was never 
more evident than when he conspired to cover-up the Watergate scandal. 
Charles' role in the cover-up led to his resignation in March of 1973 and his 
indictment for obstruction of justice. Charles pled guilty and entered Alabama's 
Maxwell Federal Prison in 1974 to begin a 1-3 year sentence. 

    Charles' story would be a footnote in American political history if not for the 
providential intervention of a born-again friend who gave "Chuck" Colson a copy 
of C.S. Lewis' Mere Christianity. The truths the book contained brought him to 
tears and to a realization he needed Jesus. He obsessively studied the Bible 
during his time in prison, and upon his release, published a bestselling memoir, 
Born Again. Nixon's "hatchet man" became a man surrendered to God's will. His 
prison experience gave him a burden to reach inmates with the freedom of the 
Gospel, and the Lord used him to establish the Prison Fellowship ministry that is 
active in over 100 countries. Before his death in 2012, Chuck authored over 30 
books selling more than five million copies.  

     In response to his conversion, a Boston Globe columnist ranted, "If Mr. Colson 
can repent of his sins, there just has to be hope for everyone." His cynical jab 
was uncommonly accurate. Thirty-five years after his resignation, Chuck Colson 
stepped back into the Oval Office to receive the Presidential Citizens Medal from 
George W. Bush for his dedication "to sharing the message of God’s boundless 
love and mercy with prisoners, former prisoners, and their families."  

    From prisoner to proclaimer, Chuck Colson was an unlikely missionary, but 
God is in the business of using the seemingly unusable. Read Mark 5:18-20. Jesus 
was greater than the demonic forces that held a man in bondage, and He was 
able to use him to be a missionary to his community. If God used a man who had 
been possessed by a demonic legion and a man who failed before the eyes of a 
nation, don't you think it's possible that He can use you? Jesus is greater than your 
mistakes, and no matter how unlikely, you are not unusable in His hands.  



Weekend – No Hope 
“A man lame from birth was… laid daily at the gate… to ask alms...” Acts 3:2 

    If an afternoon hike went horribly wrong and you were caught in harsh 
conditions for an extended period, what would you want to have with you?  

    In the face of extreme circumstances, we require several things to survive. 
In this scenario, items like shelter, water, and food go from being taken for 
granted to being essential for life. The Rule of 3's in survival situations says 
you can survive: 

• Three hours exposed to the elements without shelter. 
• Three days without water. 
• Three weeks without food. 
• Three minutes without hope. 

    No matter how desperate our surroundings are, we cannot survive 
without hope. And the more desperate our circumstances, the more we 
need hope. Do you have the hope you need? 

    As you prepare for this weekend's message, read Acts 3:1-10. Life would 
have been pretty hopeless for a man in the first-century who had been lame 
since birth, but a face-to-face encounter with the power of Christ turned his 
despair into joy. His life was Reset, and his hope was restored. Are you in 
need of His hope today?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray for the World: China 
   The nation of 1.4 billion is one officially closed to Christianity, but it is home 
to an active and growing underground Church. Despite intense persecution, 
the secret Church has more than 75 million believers. Pray for: 
• Safety and boldness for our brothers and sisters serving Christ in the face 

of life-or-death persecution. 
• The JESUS film is being widely seen on home video in 20 completed 

language versions (including eight Chinese dialects, Mongolian, Uygur and 
Zhuang). Many other language editions are in production or planned. Pray 
that the film may receive official recognition for public showing. 

• There may only be a ten-year window of opportunity for receptivity. 
Materialism with increasing wealth, the debilitating effects of spreading 
corruption, the moral decline and the social impact of the one-child policy 
all are conspiring to blunt the cutting edge of the Church. Pray that 
present openness in the midst of opposition may be used to the fullest. 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning thank the Lord 
for being your fortress, stronghold and deliverer as you read Psalm 144.  



  



 


