
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – April 19, 2015 
Reset: Something Better 

Acts 3:1-10 
Big Idea: ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Application:  ___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What are you asking or have you asked God for that He hasn’t done? 

• How does His silence make you feel toward Him? 

• Describe “hopelessness”. When was a time in your life when you felt 
hopeless?  

• What does hopelessness steal from a 
person’s life? 

• How might you begin praying differently 
for certain situations in your life? 

Bible Reading Plan 
2014-15 Chronological  

2-Year Reading Plan: Week 68 

 Monday 
• Daniel 3:8-4:37 
• Psalm 66 

 Tuesday 
• Daniel 5-6 
• Psalm 67 

 Wednesday 
• Daniel 7-8 
• Psalm 68:1-15 

 Thursday 
• Daniel 9-10 
• Psalm 68:16-35 

 Friday 
• Esther 1-2 
• Psalm 74:1-9 



Monday – Something Better 
“I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you.” Acts 3:6 

    Life wasn't easy in the first century. When Jesus walked the earth, few 
people had access to the freedom and comforts we take for granted. The 
medical practices of the day were somewhere between voodoo and torture, 
and the cures were often worse than the disease. Furthermore, religion was 
not a refuge for the afflicted. To the contrary, the religious assumed you had 
grievously sinned if you were seriously ill.  

    Their shunning was particularly fierce for anyone who was born with a 
physical impairment. The afflicted's only hope for survival was to beg for 
alms from the very people who disregarded them. The road to the temple 
was lined with society's forgotten who hoped they could benefit from the 
pride or guilt of worshippers as they went to daily prayers.  

    This spot was where a man whose name escapes history spent his days. 
Read Acts 3:1-10. By the gate called Beautiful, he reached out his hand 
hoping and praying to receive something from the people who never even 
bothered to look his way. He was discarded. He was desolate. He was 
hopeless.  

    We don’t know much about his backstory. We know he was lame since 
birth and unable to move through the city under his own power. Each day 
he was carried by someone and laid at the temple gate to beg for his 
survival. On this day, he did as he had always done. Out of the corner of his 
eye, he saw worshippers on their way to pray and asked them to show some 
charity. The moment was so routine the lame man didn't even bother to 
look up. After all, most of the people ignored him. Those who gave never 
stopped to talk, and he no longer hoped for anything more. This was his life 
and just getting enough to live was enough for him.  

    But this day was different. The men who caught his eye didn't give him 
any money, but they also didn't ignore him. They stopped and spoke to him. 
For someone who had long been forgotten, the moment must have been 
startling. Peter and John didn't give him what he asked for, but they were 
sent by God to give him something better. "In the name of Jesus Christ, rise 
up and walk!"  

    On every day leading up to this moment, the man's only prayer was to 
receive enough money to survive. But his best day was the day his prayer 
wasn't answered.  

    We should thank God for unanswered prayers because sometimes there's 
no enduring hope in the thing we most desire. This week we want to explore 
how Jesus can Reset our lives by giving us something better than we can ever 
hope or imagine.   



Tuesday – Joy in Suffering 
“Count it all joy…” James 1:2 

    This month marks the 70th anniversary of the death of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer. The German pastor, theologian and rebel against the Nazis was 
executed April 9, 1945 at the age of 39 for his courageous opposition to the 
Fuehrer and his policies. 

    When Hitler rose to power in 1933, Bonhoeffer immediately spoke out 
against the regime. In a radio broadcast he warned his countrymen to resist 
slipping into an idolatrous cult of a leader who could turn out to be a 
misleader. His broadcast signal was mysteriously cut off midsentence.  

    He worked with other Christian leaders to oppose the cooperation of 
many German churches with the Nazi regime. When the persecution of 
resistant believers intensified, he also formed underground seminaries to 
train ministers. As the world moved closer to war, Bonhoeffer was able to 
escape to the United States but quickly regretted his decision. He was 
convinced he must endure the hardships of war with his countrymen in 
order to speak into their healing once there was peace.  

    Confident in God's call, Bonhoeffer returned to his homeland and 
continued the resistance that eventually made him a prisoner in a 
concentration camp. A man of God, a pastor to thousands, an enemy of 
tyranny, and a champion of freedom found himself caught in the wake of 
the worst atrocities man has ever committed against his fellow man. If his 
God, and ours, is capable of pushing the Reset button, where was He for 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer? 

    We have to understand that the Reset Jesus provides does not guarantee a 
change in our circumstances. His efforts are not just around us but within 
us. His desire is to reset our hearts. Read James 1:2-3.  

    As he languished in a concentration camp, I have to imagine Bonhoeffer 
remembered the promises in these verses. His faith and joy increased right 
along with his sufferings. Bonhoeffer once wrote, “I think we honor God 
more if we gratefully accept the life that He gives us with all its blessings, 
loving it and drinking it to the full.” One English officer, imprisoned with 
Bonhoeffer, later commented: “Bonhoeffer always seemed to me to spread 
an atmosphere of happiness and joy over the least incident and profound 
gratitude for the mere fact that he was alive.” 

    The Lord did not fail to Reset Dietrich Bonhoeffer's life. He did something 
even more amazing. He reset his heart. Only Jesus could make a heart 
trapped in the dark night of the Holocaust overflow with joy.  

    As you consider the situations that cause you to pain, consider asking the 
Lord to Reset your heart before He restores your circumstances. Ask Him to 
help you "count it all joy" until you find relief and His purposes are finally 
revealed.   



Wednesday – In His Time 
“And a man lame from birth was being carried,  

whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple.” Acts 3:2 

    Sometimes the days start to run together. Whether from monotony, 
busyness or burdens, we lose track of time and even lose sight of hope. We 
want our circumstances to change, we repeatedly pray they will, but what 
we ask for never comes.  

    This must have been how the lame beggar in Acts 3 felt (vs. 1-10). He 
couldn't remember a day when he wasn't carried to the temple and 
dropped at the Beautiful Gate to beg for alms. As he watched the people of 
Jerusalem effortlessly walk by him on their way to pray, he must have 
wondered why his prayers went unanswered.  

    Seeing this story from his perspective could make us wonder where God 
was for all those years. Why would He let this man linger in his suffering?  

    The question is not invalid, but consider this possibility: What if the Lord 
allowed this man to experience decades of hopelessness for the sole purpose 
of revealing His love and power in His time? 

    This week we have wrestled with the idea that sometimes we don’t get what 
we ask for – we get something better. The lame beggar at the gate was just 
asking for money, but God, in His timing and with His power, delivered 
abundantly more than he hoped. He provided complete healing.  

    The Lord may soon do the same for you, but what if you live and die and that 
better never seems to come? Are you okay with knowing that your something 
better might be the celebration of God's power through your story? Even and 
especially when your story doesn't make sense? 

    After many hopeless years, this man must have wondered why a loving and 
all-powerful God would allow him to beg day after day in the shadow of His 
temple. However, he was not the first one to linger in a shadow of uncertainty.  

    Throughout the Old Testament, men and women trusted God with their 
hearts in spite of the circumstances they saw with their eyes. Read Hebrews 
11:13-16. The heroes of the faith believed God's love, power and plan could 
not be measured in human lifetimes. They believed the Lord would prove to be 
faithful even if they never lived to see their circumstances reset.  

    What if the Reset you long for, the Reset God promises to provide, will only 
be fully realized after your life is over? Can you trust Him with your hopeless 
moments today believing He will make all things perfect in His time?  



Thursday – Born to Lose 
“One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” John 9:25 

    Words have power, but not in a "power of positive thinking" sense. They 
don't have the ability to determine our destiny or change our circumstances, 
but they do have the power to reveal our deepest feelings. The words we 
choose to say communicate the condition of our hearts.  

    An American tourist walking along the darkened streets of the Kowloon 
district of Hong Kong came upon a tattoo parlor. Samples of the artists' 
handiwork were displayed in the window for everyone to see. The tattoo 
gallery contained a menagerie of birds, snakes and dragons along with an 
assortment of anchors, skulls and crosses. Among the typical tattoos this 
tourist spotted an odd option. He was struck by the power of three words 
that could be permanently branded on one's flesh… Born to lose. 

    The tourist was astonished by the phrase and 
entered the shop to ask the Chinese tattoo artist, 
"Does anyone actually have that terrible phrase, 
Born to lose, tattooed on his body?" 

    "Yes, sometimes," he replied. 

    "But," I said, "I just can't believe anyone in his 
right mind would do that." 

    The Chinese man quietly tapped his forehead and said in broken English, 
"Before tattoo on body, tattoo on mind." 

    The lame man Peter and John met at the temple gate was ready to accept 
a permanent born to lose label. The best he could hope for was enough 
handouts to survive another day. He had no reason to believe his life would 
ever change. His heart and mind had been tattooed with hopelessness 
because it was all he had ever known. 

    Thankfully, the words he was ready to use did not have the power to 
determine what God was ready to do. What one man viewed as hopeless 
was actually the perfect moment for the Lord to bring wonder and 
amazement to many. This was not the only time God did this. Read John 9.  

    Just as the man at the temple gates had been born lame, this man was 
born blind. In this culture, conditions like this were viewed as the external 
mark of someone's hidden sin. As Jesus and His disciples passed by him, 
they wondered aloud whether the blind man had been born to lose. Christ's 
response settled this matter for all time: the man was born blind so "that 
the works of God might be displayed in him."  

    No matter what the circumstances in our lives are, no one was ever born 
to lose. Even the worst suffering can be a victory when we reset our 
expectations and see them as an opportunity for the goodness and glory of 
God to be displayed in and through us.   

"Who sinned, 
this man or his 
parents, that he 
was born blind?"  
 - John 9:2 



Friday – Afflicted and Glad 
“Let the afflicted hear and be glad.” Psalm 34:2 

    Wedding days are full of joyous moments, but wedding ceremonies 
contain sobering statements. With eyes and hands locked with our beloved, 
we promise to love "in sickness and in health, until death do we part." The 
vows may be true, but very few grasp the gravity of their words.  
    When Pastor Tim Keller married his wife Kathy, they recited Psalm 34:1-2 
along with the traditional vows: "I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise 
shall continually be in my mouth. My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the 
afflicted hear and be glad." (Read Psalm 34) 
    Keller wrote of this in his book Walking with God through Pain and Suffering:  

   We were embarking on a lifetime of Christian ministry together, and we 
anticipated boldly presenting the God we knew to the world. At the time, we 
almost completely ignored the words at the center of the passage. The 
text's definition of success is that "the afflicted hear and be glad." One of 
the reasons the phrase was lost on us then was because, as Kathy said 
later, "at that age neither of us had suffered so much as an ingrown 
toenail." We were young, and the hubris of youth does not imagine pain 
and suffering. Little did we understand how crucial it would be to help 
people understand and face affliction, and to face it well ourselves… 
   As I took up life as a minister, I tried to understand why so many people 
resisted and rejected God. I soon realized that perhaps the main reason 
was affliction and suffering… When I sat with sufferers, I often found myself 
fielding white-hot objections to God's existence and to Christian faith. Some 
years ago, a Hollywood actress was interviewed after her lover had died 
suddenly in an accident. She had been living without thought or reference 
to God for a long time, but once this happened she said, "How could a 
loving God let this happen?" In an instant, she went from indifference to 
God to anger toward him.  
   But at the same time, I learned that just as many people find God 
through affliction and suffering… When pain and suffering come upon us, 
we finally see not only that we are not in control of our lives but that we 
never were. 
   Over the years, I also came to realize that adversity did not merely lead 
people to believe in God's existence. It pulled those who already believed 
into a deeper experience of God's reality, love, and grace. One of the main 
ways we move from abstract knowledge about God to a personal 
encounter with him as a living reality is through the furnace of affliction. As 
C.S. Lewis famously put it, "God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in 
our conscience, but shouts in our pain."  

    Perhaps, we too can be afflicted and glad because God doesn't always 
give us the relief we desire. He gives Himself, and whether we believe it or 
not, more of Him is always better.   



Weekend – Empty Religion 
“He had come to Jerusalem to worship.” Acts 8:27 

    Music marks our memories. Hearing a certain song can instantly transport 
us to a moment in time. This happened to me just the other day. 
    My parents were strict about the kind of music I could listen to growing 
up, so the first time I received permission to buy an album was a big deal. 
On a trip to Myrtle Beach in 1987, I used my lawn mowing money to buy 
U2's The Joshua Tree. I still remember putting the tape in my Walkman and 
pouring over every page of the liner notes.  
    The other day I heard a song from that album, and it took me back to 
middle school. However, the song struck me a little different than it did 
when I was twelve. I Still Haven't Found What I'm Looking For was a chart-
topping single, but it was unusually thoughtful and honest for 1980's rock n' 
roll. Its lyrics ring true to what many people feel today. No matter what they 
try from all of life's experiences to all the claims of religion, they can sing 
along and say, "I still haven't found what I'm looking for." 
    Some of you may have grown up in church but grown weary of religion. 
Empty religious effort has left you just that – empty. This is not what Jesus 
offers. He can Reset your doubts and your memories of stale religion. He 
invites you into a relationship with Him, and there is nothing empty about 
that.  
    To get ready for this weekend's sermon, read how one man was set free 
from empty religion in Acts 8:26-40.  
  

Pray for the World: Colombia 
   Colombia remains volatile and dangerous, although a strong government has 
stabilized the nation in recent years. Levels of violence, kidnapping and 
assassination are still abnormally high. Leftist guerrillas and right-wing 
paramilitaries both seem to have abandoned ideological agendas and have 
effectively become gangs profiting from cocaine and kidnapping. Political or 
religious leaders who oppose such groups are targeted. Cocaine production has 
actually grown despite the government’s efforts to reduce it. Crop destruction has 
driven the rebels and coca growers into national parks and ecological reserves 
where they are destroying much of Colombia’s rich ecosystem and biodiversity. 
Pray for a government that will be strong in opposing violence and wise and just in 
moving the nation forward. A number of key government figures have been 
exposed as having ties to paramilitary groups. This is a revelation that will 
ultimately prove healthy for transparency and accountability, but will shake many 
people’s trust in the government in a land where faith in state institutions is 
already weak. (Taken from operationworld.org) 
 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning, read Psalm 145 and 
remember the Lord your God is great and "greatly to be praised." 
 



  



 

 


