
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – April 26, 2015 
Reset: What's Keeping You from Jesus? 

Acts 8:26-40 
Big Idea: ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Application:  ___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What makes people feel like they can’t come to God? 

• What do we know about the main character in the passage? 

• What are some reasons the Eunuch would have given as to why he couldn’t 
come to God? 

• What is the good news about Jesus that 
Philip shares with the Eunuch? 

• Why is baptism an important symbol for a 
Christ follower? 

• What advice would you give to someone 
who says they aren’t able to come to 
Christ? 

Bible Reading Plan 
2014-15 Chronological  

2-Year Reading Plan: Week 69 

 Monday 
• Ezra 1-2 
• Psalm 69:7-17 

 Tuesday 
• Ezra 3-4 
• Psalm 69:18-36 

 Wednesday 
• Ezra 5-6 
• Psalm 70 

 Thursday 
• Haggai 1-2 
• Psalm 71:1-10 

 Friday 
• Zechariah 1-3 
• Psalm 71:11-24 



Monday – Feeling Far Away 
“And there was an Ethiopian …and he was reading the prophet Isaiah.”  

Acts 8:27-28 

    There was more than dust clouding the head of this traveler. As an official 
in the Ethiopian royal court, he was an important man. He had access and 
influence, and when the queen had questions he provided the answers. 
There was nothing standing between him and everything the world defined 
as success, but there was still something missing. Read Acts 8:26-40. 

    And yet, he could not clear his head of the confusion he felt. He knew 
there was something different about the God who was worshipped in 
Jerusalem. Even though his status as a Gentile and a eunuch kept him out of 
the temple court, he felt strangely drawn to the God they called Yahweh. As 
his chariot rolled along, he read from a scroll and tried to understand the 
words of the prophet Isaiah. He wanted to know more about God, but 
something was standing in the way.  

    Like the Ethiopian Eunuch, we often have more questions than answers 
when it comes to God. Each night we watch the news and marvel how a God 
who claims to be good could allow so much evil. We wonder why bad things 
happen to good people. For that matter, we wonder why good things 
happen to bad people. We can't understand why God allowed our friends 
and family to suffer prolonged illness and why He took some our most 
precious loved ones well before their time. All the while, these unresolved 
doubts and unanswered questions stack up one obstacle after another 
between us and Jesus. There are some days we wonder if He's even still 
there.  

    What's keeping you from Jesus? What is standing in the way of Him 
resetting your life? Over the next few days, we want you to discover that 
Jesus is bigger than anything that is keeping you away from Him. His power 
can overcome any obstacle that is holding you back from His arms. His 
grace can reach further than all the sins you've ever committed. And His 
love is greater than the doubts and losses that have caused you such pain.  

    Like the Ethiopian traveler, we can be looking for God and still feel very far 
away from Him. Whether it's your past, your addictions, or your regrets, 
Jesus can and will Reset your life and allow you to find the peace that has 
alluded you for so long. Are you ready to see what will happen when Jesus 
uses His power, grace and love to remove everything that's keeping you 
from Him?   



Tuesday – The DeChurched 
“'Do you understand what you are reading?'” Acts 8:30-31 

    What happens during a year in the life of a church? If you've been here 
over the last year, you've heard God's Word clearly communicated week in 
and week out. You've seen hundreds of children impacted by an exciting 
week of Vacation Bible School. You've heard the reports from our members 
who were short term missionaries to Guatemala, Cuba and Mozambique. 
You might have experienced the joy of sharing Christ's love with our 
community through Adopt-a-Block, Pack-a-Sack or Day of Hope. And this list 
is far from exhaustive. There is not enough space to mention everything 
that goes on in our Church family during just one week, let alone one year.  

    Now multiply these life-changing moments and efforts by the millions of 
churches serving God across our nation and around the world. The body of 
Christ is doing a lot to make Him known. And yet, millions of people who 
have grown up in the church or spent significant time there are walking 
away. Along with ten percent of Americans who are completely unchurched, 
a 2014 Barna Group study reports 33 percent of our nation are dechurched. 
They were once active in a local church body, but they have since detached.  

    Why is this occurring? The temptation within the church is to put the 
blame on those who walked away. However, for all the good that happens 
during a year in the life of a church, there are countless instances where we 
fall short. There are two areas in particular that seem to cause the most 
departures, and they both deal with making disciples.  

    Some people detach from the church because they never learned to be a 
Christ-follower. They walked an aisle and said a prayer, but no one ever 
came alongside to model a Jesus-filled life for them. Left on their own and 
lacking this crucial guidance, they silently slipped out the backdoor.  

    Still others pulled away because they grew tired of the "plop, pray and pay 
model." They knew what it meant to be a disciple of Christ, but they no 
longer wanted to sit in a pew, drop off their tithes, and just go through the 
motions. They wanted to be a part of something bigger – a part of 
something that would change the world.  

    Reread this week's passage from Acts 8:26-40. The encounter between Philip 
and the Ethiopian eunuch addresses the needs of both segments of the 
dechurched. The man experienced the benefit of having a Christ-follower 
show him how to follow Christ, and Philip experienced the joy that comes 
from fulfilling our purpose – to be disciple-making missionaries.   

    If the Church was better at disciple-making, we could remove a pair of 
formidable obstacles standing between people and Jesus. We could reach 
the world and rereach the dechurched. If you are in the first steps of your 
faith journey, who are you allowing to guide you? If you are growing weary 
with the routine of church, how are you being a part of the solution?  



Wednesday – Part of the Problem 
“Temptations to sin are sure to come,  

but woe to the one through whom they come!" Luke 17:1 

    What if we are part of the problem? As we confront the obstacles keeping 
people from Jesus, we would be remiss if we did not take a look in the 
mirror. People often choose to leave or reject the church because of the 
people in the church. We just might be the ones keeping them from Jesus. 
    In their book Unchristian – What a New Generation Really Thinks about 
Christianity and Why It Matters, David Kinnaman and Gabe Lyons reported 
the perspectives twenty-something non-Christians have regarding believers. 
They found six major data points: 

• 90% – Say Christians are judgmental  

• 90% – Say Christians hate homosexuals 

• 85% – Feel Christians are hypocritical  

• 78% – Believe Christians are sheltered and out of touch with reality 

• 75% – Say Christians are too political; dominantly republican or 
conservative; and leverage their Christianity to drive their political ends 

    You may passionately disagree with these findings, but we don't have to 
agree with the world's perspective to recognize these issues are obstacles to 
their salvation. Perception is reality, and their reality will be an eternity apart 
from God if something doesn't change.  

    Thom Rainer, the president of Lifeway Research, conducted extensive 
interviews with self-identified non-Christians and reached similar 
conclusions. He included a representative statement from his interviews for 
each finding. 

• I don't see much difference in the way Christians live compared to 
others. "I really can't tell what a Christian believes because he doesn't 
seem much different than other people I know." 

• I wish I could learn to be a better husband, wife, dad, mom, etc., from a 
Christian. "My wife is threatening to divorce me, and I think she means 
it this time. My neighbor is a Christian, and he seems to have it 
together. I am swallowing my pride and asking him to help me." 

• Some Christians try to act like they have no problems. "Harriett works 
in my department. She is one of those Christians who seem to have a 
mask on. I would respect her more if she didn't put on such an act. I 
know better." 

    Read Luke 17:1-4. If we are part of the problem, we have to be willing to 
change. If people don't clearly see Jesus when they look at us, we are 
standing between them and their only hope. Perhaps the Reset they need 
will actually begin in us.   



Thursday – The Finger of God 
“The whole creation has been groaning together…” Romans 8:22 

    No one loves Monday, but the residents of Moore, Oklahoma never 
imagined May 20, 2013 was going to be that bad. At 2:56 PM, an EF5 tornado 
touched down, and its 210 mph winds ripped a scar in the earth one mile 
wide and 17 miles long. When the storm dispersed 39 minutes later, the 
remains of a hospital, a movie theater and three schools were among the 
carnage that took the lives of 25 people including several children. 

    On the heels of this devastation, Lifeway Research conducted a survey on 
the effects of suffering on faith by asking "How do you feel about God when 
suffering occurs that seems unfair?" The residents of Moore responded: 

• 25 percent—"I am confused about God" 
• 16 percent—"I don't think about God in these circumstances" 
• 11 percent—"I wonder if God cares" 
• 8 percent—"I am angry or resentful at God" 
• 7 percent—"I doubt God exists" 

    We witness the carnage nature can inflict on a small town, and we feel a 
tug on our hearts to join the victims in their anger and doubts. Why would 
God reach down and drag His finger across the heartland killing men, 
women and children? If He gave Las Vegas or even Washington, D.C. a mild 
thumping, we might be less inclined to question. But why would he let this 
happen, and especially, why there? 

    The finger of God can provoke anger in us. A significant portion of this 
grieving population and likely some of you reading these words have a dark 
cloud of anger standing between you and Jesus. You can't see or hear Him 
clearly through the roar and thunder of your emotions. You will never come 
to Him until you get answers about your pain.  

    These questions are complex and confounding. I don't have enough space 
to fully respond, and yet I fear I might run out of words before the end of 
the page. The problem of pain is the problem of sin. Not specifically yours, 
but all of ours. There is pain in this world because sin wrecked it. Human 
rebellion not only impacted our relationships with our Heavenly Father; it 
also sent shockwaves through all of creation.  

    Romans 8 declares all of creation groans to be restored from sin's 
devastating effects. (Read Romans 8) When your heart cries out against the 
dark cloud of your anger and pain, you join creation's chorus to be finally 
and completely set free.  

     That freedom can only be found in Christ. Our Heavenly Father reached 
down through Jesus and used His mighty hand to crush the pain and power 
of sin. Now nothing has to separate us from Jesus, and the only place you 
will find a Reset for your rage is in His loving arms. You must be tired of living 
under your dark cloud. Give Him your anger so He can heal your hurts.  



Friday – The Great Commission and Baptism?  
By Charles Stanley 

“What prevents me from being baptized?” Acts 8:36 

    In the passage known as the Great Commission, Jesus mentions 
discipleship, baptism, and teaching.  

   18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:18–20 
(ESV) 

    We all agree that discipleship and teaching are essential to growing in 
faith; however, some Christians choose to postpone or ignore the 
commandment to be baptized. The will of God is that every person who 
receives salvation participate in this biblically mandated ritual. 

    Once Jesus delivered this charge to His followers, baptism was no longer 
optional. Scripture contains several examples of new Christians who 
submitted in obedience immediately after salvation. Paul and Silas 
instructed their jailer to receive Christ and be baptized (Acts 16:27-33); 
likewise, Philip took the Ethiopian eunuch right into the water after hearing 
his confession of faith (Acts 8:36-38). Today many believers procrastinate 
because they do not perceive baptism as a command or recognize their 
delay as rebellion. 

    Too many believers today procrastinate 
because they do not perceive baptism as a 
command or recognize delay as a rebellion. 
The ordinance is important because it is a 
public confession of faith: we claim God as 
our Father and Jesus Christ as Savior, and we 
acknowledge that the Holy Spirit lives in us. The willingness to humble 
ourselves in this way honors God as Lord of our life. Baptism by immersion 
also symbolizes the transforming power of salvation: we are “buried” to 
demonstrate we have died to old habits; we are raised to show we now walk 
in newness of life (Romans 6:4). 

    Have you obeyed God’s command to undergo believer’s baptism? If not, 
decide today to call your pastor and arrange your public confession of faith 
in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

The willingness to 
humble ourselves in 

this way honors God 
as Lord of our life. 



Weekend – People Can Change 
“He was baptized at once, he and all his family.” Acts 16:33 

    I love the categories we place people in: the computer geek, the redneck, 
the outdoorsman, the gamer, or the shopper. She's a girly girl, or he’s a 
man’s man.  

    Sometimes these categories can be fun, and sometimes they can be 
demeaning: she’s easy, he’s a player, he’s dishonest, or she’s gossip.  

    While we might never admit this out loud we tend to believe people don’t 
change. There are some people I haven't seen for a long time, and when I 
see them on Facebook I immediately assume they are the same person they 
were in high school. “Who does he think he is quoting the Bible on 
Facebook?  He’s never opened a Bible in his life.” And yet, what do I know? 
It’s been 22 years since I saw them.   

    We naturally assume God thinks like we do, so since we categorize people 
we assume He does as well. If we think people can’t change, God must not 
see any hope in them either. 

    The truth is people don't usually change, but God can always change 
people. No matter their background, He can Reset anyone's life. He can 
make all things new – including the most hopeless cases. 

    In preparation for this weekend's sermon, read Acts 16 focusing on all the 
different ways Jesus can change even the most unlikely people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray for the World: Congo 
   The Democratic Republic of Congo contains most of the Congo River system 
and much of the vast Central African rainforest. Eighteen percent of its 68 
million residents are evangelical Christians.  
   The country is in need of much prayer. Inter-ethnic hostility during the 1990s 
led to warfare, killings and many fleeing for their lives. Around 1.3 million 
people in the east of the country alone have been uprooted. Life in refugee 
camps is miserable and uncertain. Those interned are vulnerable to militia 
attacks, disease and sexual predation, and they live with little or no resources 
for anything beyond mere survival.  
   Untold horrors have been committed against many thousands of innocents. 
Rape is routinely used as a weapon of fear, as are mutilation and torture. The 
evils of the past need to be admitted, repented of, and put right for the Congo 
to have a viable future. (Taken from operationworld.org)  
 
     

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 146 
and consider whether your trust is fixed on God alone.  
 



 
  



 


