
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – May 3, 2015 
Reset: Who Are You Going to Be? 

Acts 16 
Big Idea: ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Application:  ___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• Have you ever been labeled? How did it affect you? 

• Why are we so quick to put labels on people? 

• How might the three characters in today’s passage be labeled? 
o Lydia 

o Slave girl 

o Jailer 

• What was different about each of them, 
and what did they have in common? 

• What hope is offered by stories from the 
Bible like these? 

• Has God spoken to you during the Reset 
series? What have you learned? 

  

Bible Reading Plan 
2014-15 Chronological  

2-Year Reading Plan: Week 70 

 Monday 
• Zechariah 4-6 
• Psalm 72:1-7 

 Tuesday 
• Zechariah 7-9 
• Psalm 72:8-20 

 Wednesday 
• Zechariah 10-12 
• Psalm 73:1-11 

 Thursday 
• Zechariah 13-14 
• Psalm 73:12-28 

 Friday 
• Esther 1-2 
• Psalm 74:1-9 



Monday – The Mission of Jesus 
“He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives…” Luke 4:18 

    Who's on your top ten list? Think of all the people you've come across 
through the years. Maybe you met a celebrity who stopped long enough to 
sign an autograph for your child. You might have spent time with an 
influential leader from the world of business or politics. Almost certainly 
there was a teacher, coach or mentor who helped to shape your heart and 
mind at a pivotal moment in your life. Out of everyone you’ve met, who 
would you say are the ten most exceptional people you've ever 
encountered?  

    Now, let's turn this thought upside down. Who's on your bottom ten list? 
Who are the people who talked about you behind your back and stabbed 
you there for good measure? Who committed the crimes and offenses that 
seem beyond your capacity to forgive? Who are the ten most wretched and 
despicable people you've ever encountered?  

    Human nature tends toward extremes. We think more highly than we 
should of those we deem exceptional, and we give up far too quickly on 
those near the bottom of the scale.  

    Jesus is not daunted by our lists. There is no one too far gone to be 
reached by His grace, and there is no one so remarkable that they aren't in 
need of His forgiveness. Jesus can Reset any life, and there has never been a 
life so perfect that it didn't need Jesus to make all things new.  

    The mission of Jesus was and is to Reset the world. As He began His 
earthly ministry, He quoted centuries-old verses from the prophet Isaiah 
when He proclaimed, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 
4:18–19) 

    The purpose of Jesus's life, death and resurrection was and is to set 
captives free. Those who are blind to their need for a Savior and oppressed 
by their slavery to sin can be rescued. All the world's spiritual orphans can, 
through Christ, become children of God – even those at the bottom of our 
lists.  

    It could be you've counted yourself in the bottom ten, or maybe you've 
elevated yourself closer to the top. Either way, now is the time to ask 
yourself: Who are you going to be?  

    In this week's passage (Read Acts 16:6-40), we witness the embodiment of 
Christ's mission. No one, no matter how remarkable or seemingly 
despicable, is beyond the power of Jesus to reset their lives. He came to set 
the captives free, and still goes to great lengths to do it today.   



Tuesday – The Hound of Heaven 
“One who heard us was a woman named Lydia…” Acts 16:14 

    In this week's passage, a woman named Lydia found eternal hope in 
Jesus; or did Jesus actually find her? Read Acts 16:6-15. With dreams, visions 
and promptings, God directed His servant Paul to share the Gospel with her, 
and on the banks of a flowing river, she received the gift of Living Water. The 
Lord opened Lydia's heart, and He gave her a new one.  

    Her heart transplant came after an extended period of pursuit. Paul 
planned to travel in the opposite direction and extend his mission trip 
further into Asia, but the Holy Spirit stopped him. He then tried to move on 
to Bythinia on the coast of the Black Sea, but the Spirit again stood in his 
way. In a dream, Paul saw a man from Macedonia calling for help, so he 
resolved to go and preach the Good News there.  

    These verses are very Paul-centric, but he is not the focus. All these 
promptings and leadings were not merely directions for Paul's journey; they 
reveal God's pursuit of Lydia. She was already a worshiper of God, but He 
targeted her to hear the Good News of Jesus. On that Sabbath morning as 
she walked to the river to pray, she had no idea it was the day her Pursuer 
would overtake her.  

    Jesus is the pursuer of lost souls. In days gone by, the saints of old called 
Him the Hound of Heaven, a loving yet relentless pursuer of those who do all 
they can to resist and rebel. To this day, He has and is pursuing you. In the 
quiet moments of the night, you have heard the sound of His feet behind 
you, but your heart turned and ran away. You feared surrendering to His 
pursuit would cost you everything you held dear. You've thirsted for 
unconditional love and acceptance, but every earthly well has left you 
painfully parched. Nothing in this world has satisfied, and the Voice behind 
you still calls, "Every joy will be fleeting as long as you are fleeing from Me."  

    Your Heavenly Father will go to great lengths to call you to Himself. There 
is nothing He won't do to Reset your life. He stands at the door and knocks 
(Revelation 3:20). If you will give up the fight and surrender to His pursuit, 
He will come into your heart and make all things new.  
    The Hound of Heaven is on your trail, and He knows your needs before 
you do. So what is it you need to know? What is it you don't already 
understand? When He offers you a drink, why do you keep Him at arm's 
length? What do you still need to find? His loving Spirit is working overtime, 
and when you come out of your spin, you'll see He's still your friend. (Credit 
to songwriter Bill Mallonee.) 

    Your Pursuer has already done everything for you. All the work for the 
Reset you desperately need has already been completed. Will you merely 
surrender to His pursuit?  



Wednesday – Beyond His Reach 
“We were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination…” Acts 16:16 

    What would you say if you could communicate with a deceased loved 
one? This is the hope offered by people like Theresa Caputo. She is a "mom 
with a husband and children, with a twist." The description for her TLC 
"reality" show, Long Island Medium, says she is "a real psychic medium," and 
you can "watch her practice her psychic powers" every week.  

    In emotional segments, Caputo delivers messages of hope from beyond 
the grave to anguished individuals. She cites peculiar details from the 
deceased's life like a fondness for collecting buttons or a love of classic cars 
in order to confirm her alleged powers. She then tells them things like "your 
grandmother says she's fine, and she doesn't want you to give up the faith." 
People are amazed, and viewers tune in the next week.  

    How do self-proclaimed psychics know so much about deceased people 
they never met? The first possibility is that these individuals are nothing but 
charlatans. They could be lying from their first word to their last.  

    A second and far more frightening possibility is that their powers are real 
to some degree because they are under the influence of dark forces. The girl 
Paul encountered in Acts 16 had the ability to divine someone's fortune, but 
her power appeared to come from being possessed by a spirit. Once Paul 
cast the demon out in the name of Jesus, her powers disappeared.  

    Ask yourself this question: who benefits from people believing there are 
opportunities to make things right after they die? If your goal was to keep 
the world enslaved to their sins and blinded to their need for a Savior, then 
you would do all you could to remove the fear of death. With every tearful 
"reading" their victims buy a lie. The writer of Hebrews stated, "It is 
appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment." (Hebrews 
9:27) The Reset button must be pressed on this side of eternity for there to 
be any hope of making things right with loved ones, let alone, a holy God.  

    After death, we know there are no second chances, but sometimes we 
make that determination about other people while they are very much alive. 
At times we decide people are beyond hope. The girl in Acts 16:16-24 was a 
slave two times over. She was a slave to her owners who profited from her 
fortune telling, and even worse, she was a slave to a demon who used her to 
keep the eyes of the people off the one true God. If anyone was ever beyond 
rescue, surely this doubly enslaved girl was beyond hope.  

    Thankfully, Jesus is not bound by our determinations of hopelessness. By 
the power of His name, this girl was set free. His same power can be let 
loose to Reset your life or the life of someone you've almost given up on. He 
is our great rescuer, and no one is beyond His reach.   



Thursday – The Rescuer 
“Suddenly there was a great earthquake,  

so that the foundations of the prison were shaken.” Acts 16:26 

    How far will you go to find something you lost? The top three most 
frequently lost items are clean socks, car keys and remote controls. 
Newsweek reports the average American spends 55 minutes a day looking 
for lost things. These searches amount to twelve full days individually and 
3.2 billion hours collectively per year. We don't hold back time and effort 
when it comes to lost things. 

    How does God react to lost things? If we had the power to create new 
socks, keys or remotes, we wouldn't put much time into searching. But if we 
lost a precious heirloom, a beloved pet, or a child, no force on earth could 
keep us from continuing the search. In Luke 15, Jesus shared three parables 
that reveal the lengths He will go to seek and save one who is lost. Read Luke 
15.  

    We also catch a glimpse of the lengths He will to save a lost soul in this 
week's passage. (Acts 16:25-34) His call on the Roman jailer's life even 
involved an earthquake. We may shake our fists and stomp our feet when 
we lose something, but all our raging rarely causes a tremor and never leads 
to a solution. The Lord went to great and loving lengths to liberate Paul and 
Silas and rescue this jailer from himself. 

    What is most startling about this story is not the freedom of Paul and 
Silas. The most remarkable aspect is the salvation of a Roman jailer. There is 
nothing our Heavenly Father won't do to call a lost soul to salvation. He will 
even shake the foundations of the world to set His children free. 

    Even though his name escapes history, his story is not lost on us. When 
that night began, the jailer probably thought his life was pretty solid, but all 
it took was a little rattling of the cages to drive him to the point of 
desperation. When the ground shook, it rocked his confidence. When God 
upset the illusion of stability in his life, he was ready to end it all.  

    Even though the jailer was on the verge of 
ending his own life, the Lord gave him eternal 
life. He can do the same thing for you. No 
situation is so hopeless that your Heavenly 
Father cannot rattle the foundations of your life 
and set you free. Perhaps the very seismic 
events that have brought you to the end of your 

rope were orchestrated in order to bring you to the only Source of 
everlasting hope. Maybe you are the jailer who has been the prisoner all 
along. Today can be the day the Rescuer sets you free. 

  

Maybe you are 
the jailer who has 
been the prisoner 
all along. 



Friday – Your Reset Story 
“Behold, I am making all things new.” Revelation 21:5 

    "At twelve-years-old I took my first drink, and it led me down a path that I 
really never thought my life would take. At the worst point I became addicted to 
drugs, I was homeless, and I didn't have any friends to talk to. I didn't have any 
reason to live. 

    I remember, I would drive around the streets, and I couldn't even pick up my 
drug dealer because all my belongings were in the front seat of my car. I went to 
rehab ten times. I was just so stubborn and so caught up in the world. I really 
just needed something to change.  

    I knew God's Word, and I knew He said that He places before us a choice to live 
or die, and that we should choose life. But I was completely hopeless. I didn't 
want to choose life. I just wanted to die.  

    In that moment, I heard Him speak to me "I still have hope in you." That was 
really the moment when my life was reset. That was when I experienced that no 
matter what I had done or where I had been, I wasn't too far from God. He still 
had a hope in me and He still had a plan for me. And it wasn't because of 
anything I'd ever done. It was just because of His goodness. 

    I really believe He makes all things new: not some things, not most things, and 
not things for everybody else but me. He has made ALL things new in my life, and 
to me, that's what it means to be Reset." - Porcia, Age 31 

    This is just one of several stories of life-change documented on the 
ResetMovement.com website. Across the country and around the world, 
people are logging on to share their Reset prayer and the story of how Jesus 
made all things new in their lives.  

   Mark, a 24-year-old entrepreneur, shares the hope he found when a 
Christian family took in "the unadoptable child," and Jesus Reset the label 
that could no longer define him.  

    Kari, a 52-year-old wife, mother and nonprofit leader, once found success 
in her professional and personal life by managing circumstances. Eventually, 
what once seemed like a positive morphed into a compulsive need to 
control. She is now discovering the freedom of moment-to-moment faith by 
asking Jesus to reset her need to control things, her need to be in charge.   

    Read 2 Corinthians 5:17. Your Reset story begins with a prayer: Jesus will 
you reset my ____. If you have never surrendered your life to Him as Lord 
and Savior, ask Him to reset your heart and be Lord of your life. If you 
continue to be bound in the chains of familiar sins, ask Him to reset your 
addictions and set your free. If you are on the verge of hopelessness, ask 
Him to reset your joy and restore your hope through Him.  

    No matter what you ask Him to reset, make sure your share your story. 
Someone else needs to hear about the hope you've found in Jesus.  



Weekend – Sacrificial Love 
“Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows…” Isaiah 53:4 

    Love is sacrificial. On the evening of August 16, 1987, the Cichan family 
boarded Northwest Airlines Flight 255 in Detroit en route to Los Angeles. 
Less than a minute after takeoff, the engines caught fire and the DC-80 
plane sheared off the top of a rental car building before crashing onto a 
nearby highway.  

    All of the 155 souls on board died in the crash except for one. The lone 
survivor was four-year-old Cecilia Cichan, but her survival was not a random 
act of chance. It was the product of a radical act of love.  

    In the seconds before the plane went down, Cecilia's mother, Paula, 
unbuckled her belt, left her seat and knelt in front of her daughter. Her last 
act was to drape herself over her child. Wrapped in her mother's sacrificial 
love, Cecilia survived.  

    This is a vivid picture of sacrificial love. As we honor mothers this Sunday, 
we should also remember the selfless love Christ has shown us. Read Isaiah 
53. Authentic love is sacrificial, and we are called to share that same love 
with the world. Do you love others the way Christ has loved you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray for the World: Nepal 
   “My heart immediately broke the moment I heard about the earthquake in Nepal. Over 
the last several years, God has given me a unique burden for the peoples of this country. 
Just over a year ago, I found myself walking amidst the villages in those Himalayan 
mountains, and as I see reports from those areas now, I cannot get the people I met or 
faces I encountered out of my mind. Along with many others, I now found myself crying 
out to God and pleading for His power, mercy, rescue and redemption to be manifest in 
unmistakable ways during these days. 

    "In light of the lack of gospel access in so much of Nepal, seeing urgent physical and 
spiritual need collide like this is overwhelming. Like the falling of the tower of Siloam in 
Luke’s Gospel, this earthquake is a fresh reminder of the urgent need for God’s people to 
hasten in getting the gospel to peoples all around the world. A natural disaster like this in 
Nepal underscores the reality that in a world of pain and suffering, the ultimate hope for 
the nations is the gospel of Jesus Christ. The good news of the death, burial and 
resurrection of Jesus is the only sure and unshakeable foundation upon which people can 
build their lives. 

    "In light of this event, I want to exhort the global church to seize this opportunity to pray 
more fervently, give more sacrificially, and go more urgently to the peoples of Nepal.” 

—David Platt, International Mission Board President (www.imb.org) 

 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 147 and think of all 
the reasons you would have to praise the Lord.  
 



  



 


