
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – February 22, 2015 

Thank You 
1 Corinthians 12:12-26 

Big Idea: ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Application: ___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
 Can you think of a volunteer (teacher, coach, mentor, etc.) who made a huge 

impact on your life when you were growing up? How did they impact your 

life? 

 For which volunteers at church are you particularly thankful or impressed by 

their service? Why? 

 What do think motivates people to 

volunteer their time to serve in the areas 

they serve? 

 What are reasons why people don’t want to 

serve in the church? 

 Where do you serve? Or where do you 

think you could serve? 

Bible Reading Plan 
2014-15 Chronological  

2-Year Reading Plan: Week 60 

 Monday 
 Jeremiah 36-37 

 Psalm 33 

 Tuesday

 Jeremiah 38-40 

 Psalm 34:1-8 

 Wednesday 

 2 Kings 24-25 

 2 Chronicles 36 

 Psalm 34:9-22 

 Thursday 

 Habakkuk 1-3 

 Psalm 35:1-11 

 Friday 

 Jeremiah 41-42 

 Psalm 35:12-28 



Monday – Thank You 
“As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.” 1 Corinthians 125:20 

    How many people does it take to make church happen? Think about the 

number of volunteers involved in just one Sunday morning. There are 

greeters and ushers welcoming you to the building and showing you to your 

seat. We have dozens of choir and orchestra members who have already 

put in hours of rehearsal before we ever hear the first note. The audio, 

visual and lighting team work in the shadows to make sure everything goes 

well on stage. All these people play their part before the sermon even 

begins.  

    But it takes more than just a well-staffed worship center to make Sunday 

happen. Some people rock infants to sleep while others teach preschoolers 

the great stories of the Bible. We have men and women who prepare 

exciting lessons for kids in Sunday School classes and others who do all the 

motions as they sing along in Children's Worship. Adults benefit from the 

hours of preparation their teachers put in to lead Bible study. Not to 

mention those who serve as deacons, the dozens of gifted individuals who 

serve on committees, and the key roles in our office that are staffed each 

week by faithful volunteers. 

    To everyone who gives of themselves to make First Baptist Church of 

Palmetto possible, we say thank you. You are noticed, you are needed, and 

you are appreciated. You are living examples of Paul's teachings on the body 

of Christ (read 1 Corinthians 12:12-26). When you stepped off the sideline and 

fulfilled your part in the body you joined a remarkable heritage. Our church 

was established way back in 1892. Imagine how many volunteers the Lord 

has used to impact lives over those 123 years. We are here today because of 

God's grace and their obedience. Their collective faithfulness in the past has 

made our present possible, and your obedient service today makes our 

future look bright.  

    But what if you are still on the sidelines? Like most churches a very small 

percentage of our population does a huge percentage of the work. If you are 

a member of the body of Christ but choose not to serve in any capacity, a 

part of our body is absent. Is our church limping because you are missing?  

    This week we want to do two things: thank those who serve and invite 

those who do not. We are one body in Christ, but we are missing some of 

our parts on Sunday. Are we missing you?  



Tuesday – You Were Made for This 
“For we are God’s masterpiece.” Ephesians 2:10 (NLT) 

    "You are such a loser!" All the painful jabs from middle school sometimes 

echo in our heads for years to come. There is a part of us that believes we 

are too short, too ugly, too stupid or too unlovable to ever amount to 

anything. All too often we lower the bar of life's expectations to match the 

worst words we ever heard about ourselves. 

    The questions just won't fade away. Why am I here? What is my purpose? 

Is this the best that life will ever be? We don't see any rhyme or reason to 

the way we were made and our lives feel just as random and accidental.  

    But hear this very clearly… You are not an accident! You are utterly 

unique. The statistical probability that you would receive the exact twenty-

three chromosomes you received from your mother is 1 in 10 million. The 

same is true for the chromosomes you received from your father. If you 

multiply those together, the probability that you would be you is 1 in 100 

TRILLION. That is a one with 14 zeroes after it! There has never been and 

there never will be anyone exactly like you. But that is not a celebration of 

you. It is a celebration of the One who created you. 

    The purpose of creation is the glory of the Creator, and you are no 

exception. God crafted you before you were even born and made you 

utterly unique and special, and that uniqueness is now your responsibility. 

In Psalm 139 David testifies, "For you formed my inward parts; you knitted 

me together in my mother's womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and 

wonderfully made…" You owe it to the One who designed you to seek out 

and live out His dream for your life, and your uniqueness is the road map to 

finding your God-given dream.  

    The Lord would never give an assignment without first giving the skills to 

complete it. So study your skills and you will find your assignment. Since 

before you were born, God has been orchestrating strengths and passions 

within you so that you can fulfill His specific purpose.  

    Max Lucado describes the sweet spot of life as the intersection of your 

strengths, your everyday and God's glory. No matter how accidental life 

feels today, understanding who God made you to be will help you 

understand what you are supposed to do. There is nothing accidental about 

you. You have been equipped by design to serve God and to bring Him 

glory. 

    Read Ephesians 2:10. As we say thank you to those who already faithfully 

serve, we also invite each and every one of you to enter into the sweet spot 

of the good works God has prepared for you. The same God who knit you, is 

the same God saved you, and He invites you to be a part of the work of His 

church. The seeds of Kingdom greatness are already in you. Your quest is to 

discover, develop and apply who God truly made you to be.  



Wednesday – Made to Make a Difference  
by Mackenzie Ridenour 

“You know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” 1 Corinthians 15:58 

    Oftentimes when volunteering we don’t get to see the long term effects of 

our service. This could lead to discouragement among volunteers. The most 

common thought being, “I’m not really making a difference”. 

    Please understand: Anything and everything we do unto the Lord is never 

a waste of time or energy. According to Paul (Read 1 Corinthians 15:58) our 

labor in the Lord is never in vain! Even if it seems like a difference isn’t being 

made, IT IS. Let me give an example with a story… 

   Brian met Genni at First Baptist Church of Palmetto, they fell in love, got 

married, and voila! Two years later, a baby girl named Mackenzie was born. 

   Had it not been for nursery volunteers, one of my parents would have had to 

stay home and take care of their new baby, missing the opportunity to be 

discipled and taught on Sunday mornings at church. 

   When I was in preschool these volunteers began planting the seed of Christ 

into the mind of a toddler through songs, simple Bible stories, and acting out 

the fruits of the spirit in their own lives, introducing me to the Lord and what it 

looks like to show Jesus through every action. 

   In my elementary years Sunday school teachers, children’s worship and 

AWANA volunteers played a key role in my life. Through teaching Bible stories 

and the importance of memorizing Scripture, as well as showing Christ 

through their actions, they continued to water the seed of God that had been 

planted years earlier. 

   Fast forward to the turbulent teenage years and the impact of youth pastors 

and adult volunteers… My friends and I began to understand God more, 

develop a personal relationship with Him, and share Christ in the church, in 

our community, and in the world. 

   All the while, greeters, choir and orchestra, adult Sunday school teachers, 

small group leaders, ushers, and many more volunteers continued to make my 

mom and dad feel welcome and teach them about the Lord. This caused them 

to keep bringing our family to church, which continued to plant and water the 

seeds in the lives of me and my brothers. 

    Though they might not have seen it at the time, every one of those 

volunteers played a crucial part in spreading the Gospel. I know what it 

means to follow Jesus because I have seen it lived out in the lives of 

volunteers each and every week. This is just one little story, but think of the 

countless other lives that have been impacted through Sunday school, 

AWANA, and worship services. Because of what volunteers do, even if it 

seems small or unnoticed, the Gospel is spread and nothing done unto the 

Lord is in vain. Take some time today to pray and ask the Lord where he 

wants to use you to build His kingdom and impact the next generation.   



Thursday – Sunday Morning Missionaries 
“We are ambassadors for Christ…” 2 Corinthians 5:20 

    The purpose of our church is to develop missionaries who will share 

Christ's love with our community and beyond. This purpose is realized in 

many ways. Every year our Faith Promise Missions Offering goes to support 

ministries in our community and missionaries around the world. These 

funds are provided by those in our congregation who commit to give above 

and beyond their normal tithe. This amount is something that only God can 

provide. It is a pledge to give sacrificially, a promise to give by faith.  

    Last year our church family gave over $200,000 to missions through this 

fund, and it went to do great work for God's kingdom across the street and 

around the world. Beyond this impact, it also allowed dozens of our 

members to participate in foreign and domestic mission trips. Thirty percent 

of the cost of a trip is covered by the Faith Promise Missions Offering 

because we exist to develop missionaries.  

    However, these trips are not the only ways we inspire and equip 

missionaries. When our members serve the community at Adopt-a-Block or 

volunteer at El Crucero, our Spanish-speaking church partner, they are being 

missionaries. When they sew clothes through Stitches for Missions or make 

lunches through Pack-a-Sack, they are preparing powerful reminders of 

God's love. When we send people to share Christ's love through back-to-

school products and services at Day of Hope, we are sending missionaries. 

And when you tell your family, neighbors and coworkers about Jesus 

through every word and deed, you are being a missionary.  

    But in this week of saying Thank You we also want to highlight the way our 

purpose is fulfilled every Sunday morning. We send missionaries to the 

world several times a year, but we put missionaries into action every Sunday 

as the world comes to us. Each week people walk through our doors who 

are attending church for the first time or the first time in a long time. Every 

volunteer who encounters them can be a missionary.  

    Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-21. Our volunteers are ambassadors for Christ 

standing at every entrance and serving in every role. God is making His case 

every time one of our members shares Christ's love with a guest.  

    On the other hand, when the world comes to visit, are we home? Do we 

expect them? Are we fully staffed with volunteers to effectively receive 

them? When they find us unready they might feel unwelcome. They could 

sadly walk away, but their rejection of us could ultimately mean they miss 

out on the love of Christ.  

    We need you in order to ready to receive the world. We need you to step 

into a role that can play a small part in helping others come to know Jesus. 

We are in need of Sunday morning missionaries. Can we count on you?  



Friday – Now What? 
“Let us not grow weary…” Galatians 6:9 

    "The engine sure is making a funny noise. I should probably take the car 

in and get that checked out." 

    "Johnny has been playing video games a lot lately. I hope his grades are 

okay. I should send a note to his teacher." 

    "That mole looks weird. I should call the dermatologist." 

    In each of these scenarios and a thousand others just like them, the 

moment we realize we need to do something is not necessarily the moment 

we do something about it. We get used to the new engine noise. We get too 

busy to contact the teacher and instead wait for Johnny's report card to 

cause a nuclear night in our home. And that mole, well, you better go call 

the doctor.  

    Just because we see a need does not mean we will feel the need to act. 

This week we have said thank you to those who faithfully serve and invited 

everyone else to join in. Maybe you have realized the need and experienced 

a moment of willingness. Now what? 

    Human nature will wash away moments of conviction if we allow them to 

linger. Just make the call, send the email, or submit the Connection Card. 

Since the first of the year, Pastor Todd has added the position of 

Connections Pastor to his Student Ministry role. Part of his new mandate is 

to help you find a place to connect and serve. We take great joy in seeing 

people seize their Now What? moments. Let us help you discover the 

fulfilment that comes from serving. We currently have needs in the following 

areas: 

 Greeters & ushers 

 Parking lot team 

 Choir, orchestra & AVL team 

 Middle school ministry 

 Children's ministry 

 Vacation Bible School 

    If you have not yet stepped off the sideline to serve, contact Pastor Todd 

today (tpoppell@fbcpalmetto.com).  

    If you are faithfully serving, thank you. Let me encourage you to not grow 

weary in your good work. Read Galatians 6:9-10. When God's people use His 

gifts to do His work, lives are changed. We need all of you in order to make 

this church all the Lord would have it to be. Will you join us as we share 

Christ's love with our community and beyond?  

mailto:tpoppell@fbcpalmetto.com


Weekend – Making Room for What Matters Most 
“…and he rested on the seventh day from all his work…” Genesis 2:2 

    What is most celebrated in our culture? Fame? Fortune? Beauty? Power? 

These are all likely responses and possibly accurate ones. We certainly focus 

our time and attention on the lifestyles of the rich and infamous. We 

collectively spend most of our lives working for a living, and studies reveal 

that the ability to amass a fortune is significantly aided by the possession of 

society's beauty norms. Washington, DC was built on the pillars of freedom 

but now seems to deal in the currency of power.  

    So what is most celebrated in our lives? The answer may be different for 

each of us, but judging from what I've seen and the way many of us feel, the 

attribute we celebrate most is busyness. Our calendars are busting at the 

seams. Our vacation time goes unused, and the time we set aside to rest is 

not very restful. Even our casual conversations are usually an outline of the 

outrageous length of our to-do lists.  

    Our busyness is more likely a sin than a reason for celebration. From the 

opening pages of the Bible, God celebrates rest. Do we? 

    What do you do when you're too busy to rest? Read Genesis 2:1-3. Over the 

next four weeks we are going to confront our busyness and discover the 

benefits of creating Margin in our lives.  

 

 

  

Pray for the World: Libya 
   Libya is a nation of 6.5 million on the Mediterranean coast of North Africa. 

Less than one percent of its citizens are evangelical Christians. In recent weeks, 

ISIS militants have invaded its borders. On February 15, ISIS released a video 

showing the execution of 21 Egyptian, Coptic Christians in Libya. This crisis 

comes on the heels of a significant change in the nation's spiritual climate. 

Operation World reports "increasing numbers of Libyans are coming to Christ, 

and expatriate Christians now enjoy greater spiritual liberty than in the past. 

There is also notable spiritual hunger among Libyans, but not enough Bibles 

for those seeking them." Pray for: 

 The safety of believers in the region, boldness in those who fear 

persecution and endurance for those who suffer it. 

 A movement of the Holy Spirit in the region – even a response to the 

Gospel among the terrorists. After all, the Lord used the Apostle Paul to 

convert his captors. Nothing is impossible with God.  

 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you get ready on Sunday morning read Psalm 135 and prepare your heart 

to praise the Lord.  

 



 

 

 

  



 


