
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – May 17, 2015 
Vision Sermon: Where Are We Going? 

Nehemiah 1-3 
Big Idea: ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Application:  ___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2014-15 Chronological  

2-Year Reading Plan: Week 72 

 Monday 
• Ezra 8:15-9:15 
• Psalm 78:11-26 

 Tuesday 
• Ezra 10 
• Psalm 78:27-46 

 Wednesday 
• Nehemiah 1-2 
• Psalm 78:47-57 

 Thursday 
• Nehemiah 3-4 
• Psalm 78:58-72 

 Friday 
• Nehemiah 5-6 
• Psalm 79 

Discussion Questions 
• What are the different directions you see or have seen churches heading?  

• What are some reasons some churches seem to be dying and other churches 
seem to be growing? 

• Read Nehemiah 1-2 again. What was the process God took him through in 
order to implement the vision for Jerusalem? 

• How would you explain to someone what 
direction our church is heading? 

• Read through Nehemiah 3. Everyone had a 
role to play to implement the vision. After 
hearing where our church is heading, what 
are some possible roles you could play in 
the coming years?  



Monday – Where Are We Going? 
“And they said, 'Let us rise up and build.'” Nehemiah 2:18 

    Though his book is brief, Nehemiah remains a huge figure in Scripture. 
His story communicates themes that remain relevant after almost 2,500 
years.  

    Nehemiah enters the stage as a servant in the court of Artexerxes, the 
King of the Persian Empire. He was part of the remnant of God's people who 
were exiled from the Promised Land because of their continual rebellion 
against the Lord and His law. More than a century had passed since his 
people were driven out of Jerusalem, but the city still laid in ruins. Though 
he had never seen the city, Nehemiah was broken hearted when he heard 
of the state of its walls. Read Nehemiah 1.  

    There is something remarkable in this passage. Nehemiah not only 
provides a vivid picture of a heart broken for the things that break the heart 
of God; He also makes a startling confession. He wept before the Lord over 
"the sins of the people of Israel, which we have sinned against you. Even I 
and my father’s house have sinned." Now understand, Nehemiah wasn't 
even born when his people were punished, and yet, he confessed their sins.  

    As we consider where God would have our church go, what sins of the past 
should we confess? 

 

    Having prepared through prayer, Nehemiah asked the king for permission 
to act on his heartbreak. He asked for the king's blessing to return to 
Jerusalem and rebuild its walls. The king agreed and Nehemiah traveled to 
the homeland he'd never seen to restore the greatness of God's city. When 
he arrived, he surveyed the situation, consulted with key leaders and then 
invited the people to join him in God's work. Read Nehemiah 2:11-18. 

    Our pastors and leaders have surveyed the needs of our church and 
invited you to "rise up and build." How will you respond? When we are 
confronted with change, we will actively reject, silently resist or passionately 
support. The people of Jerusalem had lived among the ruins for decades, 
but they were confident in the Lord's plan and convicted to answer His call 
to action. Will you answer as they did? "Let us rise up and build." 

    The purpose of our church is to develop missionaries who will share 
Christ's love with our community and beyond. Every aspect of these current 
proposals is focused on fulfilling this mission. We invite all of you to join us 
in prayer and unite with us in purpose.   



Tuesday – Our Purpose 
“Go… and make disciples…” Matthew 28:19 

    "If you don't know where you're going, any road'll take you there." This 
familiar line is true in Lewis Carroll's Wonderland, but it is also true for 
churches. If we don't know where we're going, does it really matter what we 
do and how we do it? We have to know why we're here if we're ever going to 
know where we should go. 

    Before He ascended to heaven, Jesus laid out a mandate for us to 
accomplish. In Matthew 28:19-20 He said, "Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you." And in 
Acts 1:8 He said, "you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth." 

    Look at the verbs and actions mentioned in His Great Commission. 
Consider the specificity of Christ's purpose statements for His Church.  

• Go – We can't sit in the pews and accomplish His purpose. 

• Make disciples – Don't just make converts. Develop followers of Christ. 

• Baptize them – This is their external testimony of an eternal change. 

• Teach them – Impart God's truth to these new, baptized disciples. 

• Receive power – We are to perform these actions in His power, not 
ours. 

• Be Witnesses – The Lord is making His case through us. 

• Keep Going – (Implied) Don't stop until you reach the end of the earth. 

    The mission statement of our church is to "develop missionaries who will 
share Christ's love with our community and beyond." This statement stands 
on the truth of God's Word and provides the filter through which we 
evaluate everything we do. As we have prayerfully considered where God 
would have us go, Christ's commands and this statement have been our 
compass. Every step of the plans we are proposing not only address why we 
are here, but they help us continue along the path to where we should be 
going. This plan will ensure that our church will continue to know Him and 
make His love known to our community and beyond. 

    However, the Great Commission and our mission statement will not be 
fully realized at a congregational level. They will not be completed from the 
Worship Center or the Gym on Sunday. Our purpose comes to fruition in the 
lives of our people every day of the week. When you are a missionary across 
the street and around the world, God's purpose for His church is fulfilled. 
Your life is where our purpose is lived out. Do you know where you are 
going? Are you living out the reason you are here?  



Wednesday – Are We at War? 
“I do it all for the sake of the gospel…” 1 Corinthians 9:23 

    It's getting harder and harder for the Internet to shock me, but one 
headline this week blew me away. An MSNBC.com article began with this 
question: Is the war on Christianity winning? I am not shocked by its hostility. 
Jesus predicted we would be hated (John 15:18 & 16:33). I think the 
headline's blatant and celebratory tone just reminded me of a difficult truth: 
we are at war. 

    In Paul's letter to the Ephesians, he reminded them that "we do not 
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places." (Ephesians 6:12) Our 
world is at war in both seen and unseen ways, but I'm afraid most of us 
aren't sufficiently engaged in the battle.  

    A Pew Research Center report summarized the effects of our 
disengagement. It found 70 percent of our population identify themselves 
as Christian, but that figure has dropped by eight percent in just seven 
years. Should this trend continue, our "Christian" nation will not be one for 
long.  

    The Great Commission is a call to share the Good News with a lost world 
and to be used by God to increase the number of Christ-followers. But, the 
number of Christians – nominal or otherwise – in our country is decreasing, 
and there are billions around the world who know nothing about Jesus. 
Closer to home, more than 60% of our county's population is unchurched. 
By every imaginable measure, we have lost sight of the Great Commission. 
By every conceivable metric, the American church is losing ground in this 
war.  

    And yet, in spite of the discouraging statistics and attacks against 
Christianity, our church and many others like us are growing. Defying all the 
trends, we have doubled in size in the last three years, and we are now 
taking steps to continue this growth in new and exciting ways. We know our 
world is at war, and we exist to develop more and more missionaries who 
will engage in this battle with the uncompromising truth and unconditional 
love of Jesus Christ.  

    Will you take up your post and join us? Will you step outside of your 
comfort zone so our county, country and world can come to know Christ? 
Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23. What are you willing to do for the sake of the 
Gospel?  



Thursday – 48 Hours 
“The hour has come for you to wake from sleep.” Romans 13:11 

    As I write these words we are all in great peril. Within 48 hours, an 
enormous asteroid more than a mile across and moving 30,000 mph will 
brush terrifyingly close to Earth. This mountain of rock will pass within six 
million miles of us, but given the size of astronomical distances, this is the 
equivalent of shooting a bullet through a keyhole.  

    Bill Napier, professor of astronomy at the University of Buckinghamshire, 
said an impact would leave unimaginable destruction. He said: “People are 
concerned about an impact from a very large asteroid, and the impact of 
something of this scale would be nothing short of global… We are talking 
about millions of megatons of energy, vastly more than was released in 
Hiroshima. It would undoubtedly lead to the deaths of around 1.5 billion 
people, we are looking at a mass extinction of humanity. To understand the 
impact of something on this scale, you would have to look to the science 
fiction writers, it is incomprehensible.” 

    How would your life change if you knew the end of the world was 
imminent? If you knew we were all 48 hours from destruction, what actions 
would move to the top of your priority list? Some of us would reconcile 
fractured relationships. Others would check off as many bucket list items as 
possible.  

    Let's look at this from a different perspective. How would your sense of 
urgency change if you only had 48 hours to share the Gospel? If you knew 
billions of people were moments from eternal suffering, who would be the 
first person you called?  

    I fear somewhere in the midst of life's busyness we have lost sight of an 
important truth: impact is certain. Whether by asteroid or old age, every life 
will be impacted by death and most of us won't have a 48 hour warning.  

    As we consider what it means to share Christ's love with our community 
and beyond, does this sharing of His love not begin with the sharing of our 
hope? What can be more urgent than sharing the beauty of the cross and 
the promise of redemption?  

    Since the days of the early Church, followers of Christ have believed His 
return was imminent. Read Romans 13:11-14. The hour has come for our 
church and the Church to wake from our sleep and grasp the world's urgent 
need for the Gospel. How can you use the next 48 hours to make Christ 
known?  



Friday – Personal Check-Up 
    Since the purpose of our church is to "develop missionaries who will share 
Christ's love with our community and beyond," your life is where our 
purpose is realized. As we chart a course for the near future, we need God's 
grace and all hands on deck to make this purpose a reality. Therefore, take a 
few moments today to do a prayerful personal check-up. (Adapted from an article 

by Chuck Lawless, Dean of Graduate Studies at Southeastern Seminary).  

1. Are you reading the Bible daily? If you adopted an annual reading 
plan at the beginning of 2015, is your reading up to date? If you did 
not adopt a plan in January, pick a strategy for rest of the year. 

2. Are you praying daily? Are you praying regularly and recurrently (1 
Thess. 5:17)? Are you praying by name for other believers to speak the 
gospel boldly and clearly (Eph. 6:18-20, Col. 4:2-4)? Do you pray for 
your enemies (Matt. 5:44)? 

3. How often have you shared the gospel this year? Is the gospel so 
striking to you that you cannot keep it to yourself? Have you reached 
beyond the church world to develop gospel-centered relationships 
with unbelievers?  

4. Are you faithfully fighting sin in your life?  Is there a sin that 
continually haunts you even though you’ve sought to overcome it?  

5. What scriptures have you memorized this year? Do you echo the 
desire of the psalmist: “May the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my heart be acceptable to You” (Psalm 19:14)?  

6. Are you serving faithfully in a local church?  Through the first half 
of 2015, have you used your spiritual gifts as a member of a local body 
of Christ (1 Cor. 12:1-11, 1 Pet. 4:10)? Are you supporting His work 
financially?  

7.  Are you exhibiting the work of the flesh or the fruit of the Spirit 
(Gal. 5:19-23)?  Which traits most characterize your life today? 

8. Who is walking more with God because of your influence this 
year? That is, are you making disciples? Have you purposefully 
pointed away from self to direct others to follow the Son of God (John 
1:29)?  

9. What steps have you taken to spread the Gospel to the 
nations?  Have you intentionally studied about God’s work around the 
world this year? Are you praying for missionaries by name? Are you 
fully open to taking a mission trip this year or next? 

10. How would your family assess you as a family member and a 
believer this year?  Those who live with us are most equipped to 
evaluate our spiritual walk. If I were to ask your family about your 
walk with God, what would they say?   



Weekend – Me, Myself & I 
“And the people complained in the hearing of the Lord…” Numbers 11:1 

    What lies at the center of the universe? For thousands of years, humans 
believed the earth held this coveted spot. With each passing day, our 
ancestors witnessed the sun and moon rise in the east and set in the west. 
Everyone just knew the earth was the center of the universe.  

    It was not until the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries when scientists 
like Copernicus and Galileo suggested otherwise. The perspective of the 
ancients seems comical today. With probes and lenses we have penetrated 
the far reaches of the known universe and can state with confidence that 
the earth is barely a speck of dust compared to the total cosmos.  

    However, we have still not settled the question. Scientists aren't certain 
what lies at the universe's core, but I believe we are quite sure. We live as if 
we believe WE are the center of the universe.  

    All too often, the center of my universe is Me, Myself, and I; and I'm 
probably not alone. Our self-centeredness is more than a symptom of our 
sin. It is a declaration of the way we view the universe and the God who 
created it all.  

    In our new series – Me, Myself & I – we will confront the ways we try and 
occupy the universe's center. In preparation for this weekend's sermon, read 
Numbers 11 and reflect on how familiar these verses probably sound.  
  

Pray for the World: Nepal 
   Last week, Nepal again experienced a devastating earthquake killing dozens of 
people and injuring more than a thousand. This disaster follows a 7.8 magnitude 
earthquake on April 25 which killed more than 8,000 people and left the nation 
with a massive humanitarian crisis.  

   Even under the best of circumstances, Nepal is in need of hope. The economy of 
the developing nation is weak, ranking 144th out of 182 nations of the Human 
Development Index. More importantly, only three percent of Nepal's 30 million 
citizens are evangelical Christians while more than 81% practice Hinduism.   

   In the wake of their collective tragedy and loss, pray that our brothers and sisters 
in Nepal will share Christ's love with boldness and that many will come to 
repentance. Pray for opportunities where providing physical relief can open the 
door to pointing thousands to eternal freedom. Pray that the name of Jesus will be 
heard above the every other name, even as this struggling nation walks through 
the valley of the shadow of death.  

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 149 
and ask the Lord to help you hear the song your life is singing to Him. 



  



 


