
  



  



Sermon Notes – February 15, 2015 

What's Love Got to Do with It?  
Love Is… 

1 Corinthians 13 
Big Idea: ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
Application: ___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
 What are different ways our culture defines love? 

 Why are our attempts at love so often misunderstood or unrecognized? 

 The Apostle Paul tells us in verses 4 and 7 what love is. What are some 

common denominators to these words? 

 What’s the danger of defining love as a 

feeling? 

 Our feelings can be overpowering. How 

can we make the decision to show love 

even when we don't feel like it? 

 How does Jesus show us this type of love? 

Bible Reading Plan 
2014-15 Chronological  

2-Year Reading Plan: Week 59 

 Monday 
 Jeremiah 25:15-26:24 

 Psalm 29 

 Tuesday

 Jeremiah 27-29 

 Psalm 30 

 Wednesday 

 Jeremiah 30-31 

 Psalm 31:1-9 

 Thursday 

 Jeremiah 32 

 Psalm 31:10-24 

 Friday 

 Jeremiah 33-35 

 Psalm 32 



Monday – Love Is... 
“Love never ends.” 1 Corinthians 13:8 

    What is love? Mankind has tried for centuries to define it, and our efforts 

have been chronicled in our poems and songs. Their lyrics and prose have 

attempted to put into words that crazy, little thing we were all created to 

feel.  

    "I want to know what love is…" "I can't help falling in love with you…" "Love is a 

many splendored thing…" "Love lifts us up where we belong…"  "All you need is 

love, love is all you need…" "And I… will always love you…" 

    What's love got to do with it? Everything! The songs we love make every 

effort to celebrate and define it, but they all fall short. Romantic movies and 

novels unfold love's familiar highs and lows, but each and every one has 

failed to fully capture love in all its beauty. And we are left with the lingering 

question: What is love? 

    Although love is accompanied by euphoric emotion, love is not a feeling. 

While love is linked in our culture to flowers and valentines, it is not 

reserved for romance. Though love is shown in grand displays of affection 

and epic, heroic rescues, love is so much more than mere actions.  

    Love in its purest form is a choice, and its most excellent example 

unfolded on history's darkest day. At the cross of Jesus Christ we see and 

understand love. He set Himself aside for the glory of His Father and for the 

love of His creation. He loved us not because we deserved it. He loved us 

not because we could ever earn it. He loved us because He chose to love, 

and in His sacrifice we understand what love is.  

    So while our poets and songwriters have grasped at straws to describe it, 

mankind has missed the mark in every attempt to define love in human 

terms. Love is choosing to follow Christ's example. The definition of love is 

living like Jesus. Is your life marked by His love? 

    No song of the last 2,000 years has quite done it justice, but a lyrical 

passage in one of Paul's letters comes closer to God's definition than any 

other. Read 1 Corinthians 13. These verses are read at weddings and quoted 

in Valentine's Day cards, but in their original context they were meant as an 

indictment. Paul was calling a dysfunctional church to live out the definition 

of the love that brought them from death to life.  

    Every soul wants to know what love is, but they are looking to the world 

for answers. Our love songs do not do it justice. Our movies fall woefully 

short. The lyrics of our lives are the world's best hope for discovering the 

truth. When the world looks to you, do they know what love is?  



Tuesday – The Gift of Love 

“Love bears all things…” 1 Corinthians 13:7 

    Stories of sacrificial love stir our hearts. They move us, convict us and 

inspire us to love with reckless abandon. One widely circulated story (likely 

written by Dan Millman) paints a picture that opens our hearts and our eyes 

to the power of sharing a love that "bears all things."  

   Many years ago, when I worked as a volunteer at Stanford Hospital, I got 

to know a little girl named Liza who was suffering from a rare and serious 

disease. Her only chance of recovery appeared to be a blood transfusion 

from her five-year-old brother, who had miraculously survived the same 

disease and had developed the antibodies needed to combat the illness. 

The doctor explained the situation to her little brother, and asked the boy if 

he would be willing to give his blood to his sister. I saw him hesitate for 

only a moment before taking a deep breath and saying, "Yes, I'll do it if it 

will save Liza."  

   As the transfusion progressed, he lay in bed next to his sister and smiled, 

as we all did, seeing the color returning to her cheeks. Then his face grew 

pale and his smile faded. He looked up at the doctor and asked with a 

trembling voice, "Will I start to die right away?"  

   Being young, the boy had misunderstood the doctor; he thought he was 

going to have to give her all his blood. 

    Jesus took our place in our hour of need, but He knew full well what His 

gift of love would cost Him. Read John 15:13. These words of Jesus 

communicated truth on many levels. He first pointed toward His impending 

death on the cross. His words were preparatory for the confusing events 

that were about to enter the lives of His disciples. Jesus also called His 

followers (and us) to exhibit the same kind of selfless love. Just as He laid His 

life down for us, so also we should lay down our lives for others.  

    However, in our safe and secure lives the chances of facing death for 

someone, let alone for our faith, is very remote. We may never lay down our 

lives for anything, so how can we display this type of love?  

    Just like the brother in this story we can be willing to lay down our lives by 

loving sacrificially. Love bears all things including the inconvenience, the 

messiness and the frustrations of loving when it is difficult and costly. This is 

the way Jesus has loved us, and this is the love we are called to share with 

everyone in our community and beyond.   



Wednesday – The More Excellent Way 
“And I will show you a still more excellent way.” 1 Corinthians 12:31b 

    A lot of things are lost in turmoil. Peace and hope fade away as the chaos 

increases, and love is not far behind. To a church in crisis and conflict, Paul 

offered a way back to peace and hope. Instead of continuing down the path 

to destruction, he offered them "a still more excellent way."  

    Paul Miller, author of A Loving Life, provided powerful insights in an 

interview on God's more excellent way: 

   The topic of love was forced upon me by my wife some 20 years ago 

during a very hard time in our marriage. One night as we were walking up 

the stairs to go to bed, my wife asked me, "Do you love me?" And I said, 

"Yes, I love you." And then she asked me again at the top, "Do you love 

me?" And I thought, "What's going on? I just thought you wanted 

reassurance." And then she asked a third time, "Do you love me?" At that 

point I got irritated because I realized she didn't want reassurance. She 

doubted whether or not I loved her. 

   Her question began to stir in my mind, and for the next month my 

prayers went from gritting my teeth and saying "God help me to love my 

wife" to a much quieter "God, will you show me what love is?" That began a 

20 year journey of exploring, understanding and falling in love with the 

idea of love.  

   One of the key things the Lord revealed was the Biblical idea of hesed 

love. Hesed is the Hebrew word for love in the Old Testament that combines 

two ideas: the ideas of love and commitment. In other words my love for 

you is not based on you. It is setting my will toward love regardless of how 

you respond to me or even how I feel toward you in that moment.  

   One of the pillars of culture is the preservation of personal freedom, but 

the very nature of love narrows life. It strips the ego. Self dies in the act of 

love. But the best thing love does is it draws you into union with Christ, and 

you get to taste God in the activity of loving. That is probably one of the 

weakest parts of our tradition, but it is also, by far, the best part of love. In 

our world that has almost entirely lost its way with love, people are in 

difficult situations feeling hopeless and trapped. Studying the work of love 

offers the promise of both joy and hope in the journey. 

    We think we know what love is, but we are much more familiar with 

everything love is not. We miss out on so much when we settle for love 

done our way. Just as the Corinthian church needed to reset their 

approach to living and loving, we need a fresh start along God's more 

excellent way. Reread 1 Corinthians 13. In what ways are you displaying 

Christ-like love? Where do you need to improve? Ask the Lord to show you 

His definition of love.  



Thursday – Enduring Love 
“Love… endures all things.” 1 Corinthians 13:7 

    The day is everything you hoped it would be. Your future spouse looks 

perfect. You cannot wait to stand before your family and Heavenly Father 

and pledge your life to the love of your life. And then the pastor says those 

words you've waited so long to hear: "I now pronounce you husband and 

wife." The rest of your life is just a kiss away, but in that joyous moment you 

have no idea what lies over the horizon, no clue what the future will hold.  

    A marriage is full of joys and sorrows, triumphs and heartaches. The 

person you saw through misty eyes on your wedding day will look and act 

very different as the decades tick by. There will be improvements and 

disappointments. They will have good days and more than a few days when 

they just blow it. Many of you will experience the tsunami of emotions when 

you are confronted by overwhelming loss. Can the love you pledged at the 

altar endure for life?  

    Ian and Larissa met and dated in college. As they grew in their love they 

turned their eyes and hearts toward marriage. They shopped for rings and 

looked forward to the day they could stand at the altar together.  

    Everything changed one day in September of 2006. As Ian drove to work 

to earn enough to buy Larissa's ring, his car was slammed under an SUV. 

Ian's life was spared, but he had endured a traumatic brain injury. Their 

plans for a wedding were put on hold.  

    Larissa could have walked away. After all, she hadn't signed up for this. 

But her love was the kind that endures all things. She moved into a spare 

room with Ian's family and began to care for him. They prayed for healing 

and hoped Ian could regain his ability to communicate so they could make 

good on their promise to wed. They claimed the promise of Romans 8:28 – 

"And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 

those who are called according to his purpose." 

    Ian eventually regained limited ability to communicate, but he would still 

need intense care for the rest of his life. Nonetheless, this glimmer of hope 

was enough for Larissa. On August 28 of 2010, with the help of his bride and 

best man, Ian stood at the altar, and they pledged their lives to one another. 

They knew life over the horizon was not going to be easy, but they knew 

they had a love that would endure.  

    Our relationships need enduring love as well. Are you willing to love this 

way? Are you asking the Lord to help you show a love that endures? Check 

out Ian and Larissa's story for inspiration. (IanAndLarissa.com)  



Friday – I Am Nothing without Love 
“If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love,  

I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.” 1 Corinthians 13:1 

    Lives create legacies. Though our days are numbered we define our 

legacy by what we count as important.  

    This is easier to see in others. Just hearing certain names we instantly 

identify the legacy they will leave behind. Michael Jordan is a compulsive 

competitor who won six NBA titles and five league MVP awards, and he 

defined his legacy every time he wanted the ball in the closing seconds of a 

close game. Donald Trump amassed a net worth of $4 billion in real estate, 

and his legacy is an unrelenting pursuit of wealth, power and notoriety. 

Stephen King is a writer who loves to scare people. He has sold more than 

300 million books, and his legacy is contained in every fright filled page that 

caused nightmares about clowns and storm drains. Each of them and every 

one of us carve out a legacy by what we believe matters the most.  

    At the end of your life, what legacy will you leave behind? If you amass an 

embarrassment of riches and set up your children and grandchildren 

financially for life, your life might still be a waste. If you climb to the top of 

the corporate ladder, garnering awards and accolades along the way, and if 

you are renowned worldwide for your industry expertise, your life might still 

amount to nothing. And if you attend church from the cradle to the grave, 

volunteer at every opportunity, occupy positions of leadership and influence 

chairing committees and leading building programs, your life will be for 

nothing if it is not marked by love. 

    The Bible is clear and this week's passage is explicit. The only lasting 

legacy is love. The Corinthian Christians were approaching church life like 

public life. They were clamoring for the attention of men and completely 

lacking the hallmark of someone who has met Jesus. For all their religious 

effort, they had amounted to nothing because they put no effort into love. 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-13:3.  

    So at the end of your life, what legacy will you leave behind? There is 

nothing wrong with wealth development, professional excellence, or 

Christian service, but if they are not saturated with the love of Christ, 

everything will amount to nothing.  

    At the end of my life (and yours) the only thing that matters is the 

presence and proclamation of Christ's love. So "no matter what I say, what I 

believe, and what I do, I'm bankrupt without love." My prayer is that all of us 

who are called by His name will be marked by His love. Nothing short of His 

love will change our world, and ultimately, nothing else matters.   



Weekend – Thank You 
    Officials in the Russian Orthodox Church made a startling discovery in 

2008. One of their church buildings had disappeared, almost without a 

trace. The 200-year-old structure had been located outside Moscow, but had 

gone unused for years. Having experienced recent growth, church officials 

were considering reopening the building when they realized it simply wasn't 

there.  

    After an investigation they discovered the building had just slowly faded 

away but not because of the elements or a natural disaster. The building 

had disappeared because villagers from a nearby town had chiseled out the 

bricks one by one and sold them to a local businessman for about four 

cents apiece.  

    Just as this church was torn down by one person taking one brick at a 

time, so our church is built up when one person steps off the sideline and 

gets involved. Each and every act of service is vital to accomplishing our 

mission of developing missionaries who will share Christ's love with our 

community and beyond. Read 1 Peter 2:4-5.  

    In this weekend's service we will take time to say thank you to all the 

people who make our church possible and invite you to join in its 

construction one person and one brick at a time.  

 

 

 

 

 

  Pray for the World: Ukraine 
   This former Soviet republic is home to more than 43 million people, but 

only four percent are evangelical Christians. The country remains torn 

between east and west. Recent history has brought intense conflict as 

Putin's Russia has flexed its might against its neighbors. The Christian 

community has been a primary target for persecution by the Russian-

supported rebels. Pray for: 

 Those who are persecuted that they will remain faithful and be a 

powerful testimony to their people.  

 Christian communities who have had their property and even their 

churches seized. 

 Relief from the persecution and armed conflict that has resulted in the 

loss of over 5,000 lives.  

 Peace in a region that could become the flashpoint for a larger global 

conflict.  

 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 130. 

How have you waited for the Lord this week? How can you wait for Him as 

you prepare your heart for worship this morning? 

 



 

 

 

  



 


