
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – April 3, 2016 
Unlikely:  

No One’s Undefeated 
Matthew 16:13-23 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 14 

 Monday 
• Exodus 32 
• Matthew 27:11-26 
• Psalm 56 

 Tuesday 
• Exodus 33:1-34:28 
• Matthew 27:27-44 
• Psalm 57 

 Wednesday 
• Exodus 34:29-35:29 
• Matthew 27:45-56 
• Psalm 58 

 Thursday 
• Exodus 35:30-36:38 
• Matthew 27:56-66 
• Psalm 59 

 Friday 
• Exodus 37 
• Matthew 28 
• Psalm 60 

Discussion Questions 
• Why do we dream of greatness, making an impact, or leaving our mark? 

• What are some reasons people assume God can’t use them to accomplish any of 
the above? 

• What was so great about Peter’s statement concerning Christ? 

• What do you think was in Peter’s heart or 
mind when he rebuked Jesus? How did 
Jesus respond to Peter? Why? 

• What did Jesus do with Peter after He 
rebuked him? What did Peter do? (see Mat. 
17:1)  

• Jesus showed great patience and kindness 
toward Peter. What are reasons we give why 
Jesus won’t show us the same patience and 
kindness? 



Monday – The Worst of the Greats 
By Kel Cunard 

“Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me.” Matthew 16:23 

    History’s most prominent figures are remembered for the great things they 
did, but even the greats had their worst moments.  

• Walt Disney was fired by his editor at the Kansas City Star who said he 
“lacked imagination and had no good ideas.” In spite of this setback, the 
entertainment empire he founded has impacted every area of popular 
culture. 

• Vincent Van Gogh only sold one painting in his life, The Red Vineyard, and 
that sale was just months before he died. His works are now seen as 
priceless masterpieces. 

• Thomas Edison was told by his teachers he was “too stupid to learn 
anything,” and he failed more than 1,000 times before he invented a 
working incandescent light bulb. 

• Dr. Seuss’ first book was rejected by 27 different publishers, but his works 
went on to sell more than 600 million copies.  

• Abraham Lincoln was born into poverty, received virtually no formal 
education, lost his mother at a young age, failed in business ventures, was 
unlucky in love, and was defeated in several elections before he became 
President and saved the Union.  

    If history has been made by unlikely people, is there a small chance we could 
leave our mark as well? More importantly, if failure has not disqualified history’s 
great figures, could the Lord use people like us to tell His story? 
    When we view our future through the lens of our past, there is not much 
reason to hope. From that perspective, our worst moments would surely 
disqualify us from ever being useful to our great God. But then again, there’s 
Peter.  
    Simon Peter was the leader of the Early Church, the preacher to thousands 
on the Day of Pentecost, and the only disciple who got out of the boat and 
walked on water. He was truly one of the Bible’s greatest figures, but Peter also 
had more than his share of bad moments. Soon after he got out of the boat, he 
was overcome by the waves when he took his eyes off Jesus. When Christ was 
on trial for His life, Peter repeatedly denied even knowing Him. And when Jesus 
told His disciples of His impending death on the cross, Peter felt the need to 
rebuke Jesus – never a wise idea. Read Matthew 16:13-23.  
    The Lord certainly used Peter to tell His story, but his role was far more 
unlikely than it was great. If God could use Peter, He can use anyone. His 
imperfections did not disqualify him, and because of the work of Jesus on the 
cross, they don’t have to disqualify us either. Our Heavenly Father is in the 
business of using Unlikely people to do unbelievable things. Your mistakes don’t 
have to define you. If you will keep following Jesus after every stumble, your 
mistakes can refine you because Christ is greater than your worst moments.   



Tuesday – Down but Not Out 
By Amy Pilson 

“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you 
know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.” James 1:2-3 

    Our sermon Sunday delivered the message that no one is undefeated. Most 
of the time when we experience defeat we just give up since we have already 
messed up.  

    Just yesterday I was talking with my sister who has been without a job since 
before Christmas. I was telling her how proud I was of her and the fact that she 
didn’t just give in and settle to be able to make ends meet. Instead she was 
staying true to herself rather than jumping into a relationship just for financial 
security’s sake. She thanked me and admitted that she often feels defeated (her 
actual words) but the kids keep her going. I was able to reply that everyone is 
defeated at some point. It isn’t about the defeat but rather what we do when we 
are defeated that counts.  

    From the very beginning of time, there has been defeat, just ask Adam and 
Eve. They hid. Judas Iscariot couldn’t face his defeat. He killed himself. The rich 
young ruler went away in his defeat. The Israelites were defeated over and over. 
They would repent and then repeat their behavior. King David saw defeat in his 
life as well. So what is it that counts? We need to repent if necessary. We need 
to keep our focus on God. (Isaiah 40:26) We need to do as Paul when he says 
that he presses on toward the goal. (Phil 3:12-14) We can fill ourselves with the 
fruits of the Spirit. (Gal 5:22) We can continue to serve the Lord where He 
allows. Paul was prevented at times from ministering in Asia and again in 
Bithynia. (Acts 16:6-7) He didn’t take it as a sign that the Lord was through with 
him. No, he continued on in the direction he was led and didn’t take that defeat 
as personal.  

    We have a promise that “…for those who love 
God all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to his purpose.” (Rom 
8:28) Even the most heart wrenching events; even 
in the midst of our darkest sin, the Lord is at work 
to have good come of it. We need to not give up 

hope. (Jer 29:11, 31:17 and Lam 3:24) Just as Peter did when his faith was 
tested… he failed but remained steadfast and moved forward having been made 
stronger. So get back up, refocus and move forward.  

So get back up, 
refocus and 
move forward. 



Wednesday – Perfect in Love 
By Cathy Slusser 

“I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the 
love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 

John 17:26  

    In my career as a historian, I was blessed to work for the same man, R.B. 
“Chips” Shore, Manatee County Clerk of Circuit Court and Comptroller, for more 
than 31 years. Mr. Shore hired me at our first meeting. He often said, "I hired her 
when I didn't even have a job for her." Sometimes, it was embarrassing, but 
most of the time, I took it with the love and admiration that he intended.  

    The affection went both ways. I was a newly graduated historian still wet 
behind the ears when it came to working in a political environment. Sometimes, I 
would get so mad at someone who did not see things my way and he was 
always a calming influence. I knew if he was on my side, it would get done 
despite the people who might get in the way. I also knew if he told me to let 
something go he had a good reason even if he could not tell me what it was.  

    A lot of what I was able to accomplish in my career was due to the fact that I 
had Mr. Shore’s backing. I wasn’t afraid to try new things because I was secure 
in my position. My influence in the community was not based on my experience 
or wisdom, but on his. People listened to me because I worked for Mr. Shore, 
and they knew he chose his employees wisely.  

    Though he would be the first to say he was not God, Mr. Shore did teach me 
a lot about my relationship with God. I used to be afraid of failure and strove for 
perfection. Mr. Shore knew that none of us are faultless. The best advice he 
gave me was “you are going to make mistakes, but if you don’t try to hide them, 
if you tell me about them right away, there is nothing that cannot be fixed.”  

    Whatever power and influence I have in this world ultimately comes from 
God. It is not dependent on my strength and wisdom nor on any man’s 
selection, but on God’s. He loves me simply as I am, and my worth comes from 
His love for me, not the other way around. We fail. We make mistakes. 
Sometimes, we don’t understand the plan, but you can be confident in these 
things: God loves you and has a unique purpose for your life.  

    Read John 17:20-26. In addition to being our Savior, what was Jesus’ 
purpose in life? Where did He get His power? What was His prayer for us? What 
is God calling you to do that you can only do through His love and power?  



Thursday – Choosing a Team of All-Stars 
By Nick Molick 

“But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what 
is weak in the world to shame the strong.” 1 Corinthians 1:27 

    I am starting with a stark opinion that may make some of you openly gasp as 
you read this. The only professional sports all-star game that is of any value is 
the Major League Baseball All Star Game. How is that for a bold stance? Why 
do I say that? Because the players are motivated, compelled and driven to win 
for their respective league in order to give their league’s champion home field 
advantage in the World Series, the right to host games one, two, six and seven. 
Also there is no change in the competition of the game itself unlike the NBA or 
the NFL. The game is still pitcher against hitter, fielder against runner and timely 
hitting against dominant pitching. The dynamic of the sport itself does not 
change. So how does this apply to the story of Peter and the disciples? I’m glad 
you asked. 
    Peter, known as Cephas in the original Aramaic language, was like some of 
the other disciples in that he was described in the book of Acts like this: “Now 
when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 
uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that 
they had been with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13) Most of the apostles were fishermen or 
were living in an area prone to produce fishermen prior to Christ’s call on their 
lives. From our earthly perspective, this does not seem to be the resume Jesus 
would be looking for in a group that was charged with taking the gospel to the 
ends of the earth. We can make more sense of the players at any of the all-star 
games of any sport. They have worked hard; they have honed their skills. They 
have put great amounts of time and effort in order to excel at what they do. But 
what did the earliest followers of Jesus do to make them different than everyone 
else? The competition or vocation for these men was about to change 
completely and not by their doing. That is the important point; they themselves 
did exactly what some of us including myself excel at…nothing! 
    Christ called them into a new vocation, a new and sanctified calling, that 
would turn the world on its ear and have the impact that would have surpassed 
their wildest imagination. Just as an all-star player prepares himself to excel at 
his task these men had different tasks that they were already excelling at 
without Jesus. However, Jesus calls them and changes their jobs. He chooses 
them to come with Him and fulfill the Father’s will. Jesus provided for them 
through the Spirit the means with which to carry out this holy calling. It was 
nothing of their own doing. The newly called disciples did not suddenly earn 
seminary degrees or go through a battery of tests to “qualify” for the task ahead 
of them. Instead, they were granted through God’s grace the teaching of Jesus, 
the work of the Spirit in their lives, and the opportunity to reach the unbelievers 
God placed before them. It is the same today. God will choose whom He 
chooses often to confound the wisdom of man. We wouldn’t have chosen these 
twelve to do much of anything, but it is God who gets glory by using the most 
unlikely to be an all-star for the Kingdom. Soli Deo Gloria. 
    Read 1 Peter 1: 3-7 What has caused us to be born again? Peter lets us 
know we may be grieved in this life in these verses. What do we need to learn 
from that and how did that play out in Peter’s life?  



Friday – You Don’t Have to Be Perfect 
By Mackenzie Ridenour 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” Romans 3:23-24 

    Ever since I can remember there has always been one thing that I’ve been 
professionally skilled at doing: failing. Whether it be my four-year-old self putting 
my shoe on the wrong foot, my twelve-year-old self disobeying my parents, my 
sixteen-year-old self receiving a terrible grade on a test, or my twenty-year-old 
self neglecting time in the Word. Failing has always come more easily to me 
than success.  
    The same goes for Peter as shown multiple times throughout scripture, and 
probably for you as well. We are flawed, imperfect human beings. Yes, we have 
moments of great success, however failures are inevitable and unavoidable.  
    God knows us, He knows our imperfections and our mistakes. He sees them, 
but through Jesus has redeemed them. God doesn’t expect perfection from us, 
actually it’s quite silly to believe that He does. I spent a good portion of my high 
school life extremely depressed because I was trying so hard to be “perfect” and 
to live an “upright and Holy life.” It was at my lowest point of self-hatred that God 
spoke to me and revealed to me my true worth. He knew my flaws, but they 
didn’t disappoint Him. My failures and imperfections didn’t repulse Him or make 
me unforgivable. He delighted in the Godly character that He was shaping in 
me, but when I would mess up it wasn’t the end of our relationship. He loves me 
wholly because I am His daughter, His creation. Just like He loves and 
cherishes me, He loves and cherishes you! 
    The beauty of Jesus is the grace and mercy and forgiveness of His death on 
the cross. He died not to hold an impossible standard of perfection over our 
heads, but as the ultimate gift of perfect redemption. God the Father knew our 
inability to abstain from sin and failure, and He sent His beloved and Holy Son 
down before us as the means to save us from those sins. Our righteous actions 
will never save us from sin and death, just like our unrighteous actions will not 
condemn us to Hell once salvation has been understood and received. “For all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” 

    Trying to be perfect and sinless is exhausting, depressing, and impossible. 
That is why the grace of God’s forgiveness of sin through the blood of Jesus is 
such a lovely gift. My encouragement for you on this day, and to myself, is to 
stop trying to “have it all together.” Mistakes happen, failures happen, and that’s 
okay. Instead of focusing on the “mess-ups” learn to earnestly thank God for His 
grace. Cultivate your relationship with Him by being raw and vulnerable with 
your heart in prayer. As we become more intimate with our Creator our hearts 
become more in tune with His and our character learns to model His. He has 
forgiven and atoned you, now it’s your turn to forgive yourself and focus on the 
present. What is He stirring in your heart today? Talk to Him about it and let Him 
draw you closer.  



Weekend – Courage for Cowards 
By Kel Cunard 

“I do not know this man of whom you speak.” Mark 14:71 

    Some actions call for disqualification. If you break too many traffic laws, you 
aren’t qualified for a driver’s license. If you use steroids in the Olympics, you 
can’t win a medal. And if you deny knowing Jesus while He is on trial for His life, 
you’re probably not qualified to lead His Church.  

    By any reasonable standards, Peter should have been disqualified for 
leadership the night he denied Christ three times, but Jesus isn’t bound by our 
standards. Read Mark 14:66-72 and Acts 2. How did the coward who denied 
Jesus under the cover of darkness become the courageous proclaimer to 
thousands in the bright light of the day of Pentecost? More importantly, how can 
the coward in us find the courage to share Jesus with a world still trapped in 
darkness? Join us this Sunday as we continue to discover how God uses 
Unlikely people to do unbelievable things.   

Pray for the World: Chad 
   The Republic of Chad is a landlocked nation in the heart of Central Africa. 
Approximately ten percent of the population are Evangelical Christians, but the 
majority are Muslim. The number of Muslims seeking to know more of Christ 
continues to grow. Groups of believers from Muslim backgrounds are slowly 
beginning to multiply. The ascendancy of Islam has increased in the last three 
decades. Pray for: 
• The overcoming of many emotional, cultural and historical barriers to 

southerners witnessing to Muslims. Most Christians are ill-equipped and 
somewhat ill-disposed when it comes to sharing the gospel with Muslims, 
since they are used to operating in tribal languages and ministering to animist 
peoples. Many resent and fear the economic impact and influence of northern 
Muslim traders and the environmental impact of northern Muslim herdsmen 
and their herds. 

• Agencies and denominations that have a vision for Muslim outreach. Other, 
usually more urgent, issues tend to be higher on the agendas of national 
churches. But the long-term strategic importance of equipping the Church to 
withstand Islamization and to reach out to Muslims cannot be overstated. 
Mobilization and training in how to sensitively and effectively reach Muslims 
are clear needs; pray for Christians to be burdened for the salvation of their 
Muslim countrymen. 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 108 and 
rest in the certainty that God’s “steadfast love is great above the heavens” and His 
“faithfulness reaches to the clouds.” 
 
 



  



 


