
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – April 10, 2016 
Unlikely:  

Even Cowards Can Find Courage 
Mark 14 & Acts 2 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 15 

 Monday 
• Exodus 38 
• Mark 1:1-11 
• Psalm 61 

 Tuesday 
• Exodus 39 
• Mark 1:12-28 
• Psalm 62 

 Wednesday 
• Exodus 40 
• Mark 1:29-45 
• Psalm 63 

 Thursday 
• Leviticus 1 
• Mark 2:1-12 
• Psalm 64 

 Friday 
• Leviticus 2-3 
• Mark 2:13-28 
• Psalm 65 

Discussion Questions 
• What are some mistakes that leave people believing God can’t use them? 

• Why do you think Peter denied Jesus three times? What would you imagine is 
going through his mind? 

• We’ve all had that moment when we realized 
what we have done was wrong. Why does 
that moment not come sooner?  

• After Peter recognizes the gravity of his 
mistakes, he is described as weeping. What 
do you think is going through his mind as he 
mourns his behavior the next several days? 

• Why is it significant that Jesus asks for Peter 
by name in Mark 16:7? Do you see any 
connection between this and what Peter does 
in Acts 2? Why or why not? 



Monday – When Cowards Find Courage 
By Kel Cunard 

“But go, tell his disciples and Peter...” Mark 16:7 

    On the night before Jesus died, Peter was a big talker. Read Mark 14:26-31. 
At the Last Supper, he declared he would never turn his back on Christ. Even if 
all the other disciples turned away, Peter was certain he was ready to lay down 
his life for Jesus. But before the night was over, he would repeatedly and with 
certainty deny he even knew Him. How could courage so quickly melt into 
cowardice? 

    Our cowardice is revealed when our courageous claims are based on our 
strength. Peter’s boldness at the Last Supper was a declaration of his capability. 
His audacious statements had less to do with his love for Jesus and more to do 
with his love for himself. Peter’s misplaced confidence proved to be his undoing.  

    When Jesus was arrested later that night in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
Peter saw an opportunity to make good on his boast. Read Mark 14:43-50. 
When the temple guards grabbed Jesus, Peter drew a sword and struck a death 
blow. This fisherman was no swordsman, and all he managed to do was cut off 
a guard’s ear. Hardly an act worthy of his courageous claims.  

    Peter’s night went from bad to worse as he attempted to hide in the shadows 
while Jesus stood trial. Read Mark 14:66-72. Three times people confronted 
him, asserting he was one of Christ’s followers, and three times Peter 
vehemently denied it. He went so far as to say he never even knew Christ. 
When his third denial was greeted by a rooster’s crow, Peter’s eyes met the 
eyes of Jesus and his courageous night ended in bitter and broken tears (Luke 
22:61-62).  

    If Peter started as an unlikely disciple, clearly a night like this would make him 
utterly unqualified. There’s no way you can deny knowing Jesus and still be 
worthy to follow Him. Thankfully, our past mistakes don’t have to determine our 
future impact. When the resurrection of Jesus was announced to the women at 
the tomb, the angels sent them back to the disciples with an important message. 
“He has risen; he is not here... Go, tell his disciples and Peter.” (Mark 16:7) In 
spite of his cowardice, Jesus was not done with Peter. The disciples, even and 
especially Peter, were destined to spread the Good News to the ends of the 
earth. But this time, Peter’s courage would be found in Christ alone.  

    Our weakest moments never diminish the power of God. In fact, when we are 
weak, we are strong because our weakness allows His power to shine. When 
Peter relied on his capability, he melted under the pressure. When he relied on 
Jesus, he had the courage and the capability to change the world. Even a 
coward can find courage when his confidence is found in Christ.   



Tuesday – Coward in the Classroom 
By Keith Thomas 

“It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.” Galatians 2:20 

    “The ship is sinking. You and ten other passengers are left. The people 
remaining: a 70-year-old doctor, a teenage boy, a 33-year-old teacher, a police 
officer, a homeless man (stow away), a 42-year-old attorney with his wife, who 
has cancer, and their 2-year-old son, a severely, mentally challenged girl, and a 
crewman with a broken leg. The lifeboat holds ten passengers. Who do you 
leave behind?” This was only one of many questions asked in Philosophy 101, 
as I began my studies at the junior college.  

    The question seemed ridiculous, but I decided to 
play along with the little game, and suggested 
inventive ways to save ALL the passengers. I was 
quickly rebuked, and told that saving ALL was not 
an option. “Someone’s gotta die.” I was shocked at 
the professor’s hostility, but even more shocked as I 
listened to the selfish and heartless responses of the 

class. The reasons they gave for their choices stirred within me an uneasiness 
and despair. For the first time in my life I realized I was not in friendly territory, 
and my Biblical worldview of life was not going to be well received. Fear set in.  

    What did I do? I shut down. I went to class, but I kept my mouth shut. I took 
the tests, but refused to do the weekly writing assignments (essays for each of 
the ridiculous questions). My fear earned me a big fat “F” for my semester 
grade.  I deserved it, but I was more embarrassed and ashamed that I didn’t 
stand up for my faith. I was able to share my faith with other students on 
campus, so why was I a coward in the classroom?  

    Like Peter, I felt confident and courageous at times, but at other times I would 
Fail miserably, with a capital “F”. Peter wielded his blade to defend Jesus in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, and yet denied his association with Jesus hours later. 
Peter displayed courage to protect Jesus physically, but was spiritually weak 
when the fear of his own life was on the line.  

    Fear handcuffs me at times. Sin is evidence of my many weaknesses. 
Forgiveness, through Jesus, gives me eternal hope. “Someone’s gotta die?” 
That’s right. It was Jesus, for the salvation of ALL. Christ gave his ALL for us; 
now, life’s endless challenge for us becomes - dying to self and living by faith. 
Read Galatians 2:20. Now that’s something worth writing about.    

The lifeboat 
holds ten 
passengers. 
Who do you 
leave behind? 



Wednesday – Hang On 
By Cathy Slusser 

“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?” Psalm 27:1  

    My husband, Glen, has been riding motorcycles since before he got a driver’s 
license. Although his parents were not happy with the purchase of his first 
motorcycle at age 15, he won his father’s support when he bought a second 
motorcycle for his dad to ride. They rode all over the state where Glen competed 
in motorcycle races while his mother stayed home and worried.   

    Glen had a motorcycle when we started 
dating. My parents were also wary of a long 
haired boy on a motorcycle, but Glen won 
them over, this time without purchasing an 
additional bike! He has had one kind or 
another all these years. Around our fifteenth 
anniversary when I decided the boys would be 
old enough to survive with relatives if we both were to die in a motorcycle wreck, 
I started riding on the back of Glen’s motorcycle in an effort to improve our 
marriage. What better way to build your relationship than to go for a lovely 
motorcycle ride together? Wrong. I was terrified from the start.  

    Contributing to my fear was the fact that I was completely out of control. I 
could see the semi coming toward us, could Glen? I could not steer, brake or 
accelerate. For a time, I tried knocking on his helmet to get his attention, but that 
only made things worse.   I learned that I could only sit and pray. While riding on 
Glen’s bike might not have been good for our marriage, it was great for my 
prayer life! After I learned to be still, we were able to ride many miles on the 
motorcycle together and see parts of the country best seen in the open air. We 
rode the entire length of the Blue Ridge and Shenandoah Parkways, roads in 
Florida, Alabama and Georgia. We even rented a motorcycle to ride in 
Yellowstone National Park.  

    It was not until experience taught me that I could trust Glen and his skills that 
I began to settle down and be more comfortable. The same can be said about 
our relationship with God. Experience builds faith. Do you truly trust Him with 
your life? Are you willing to take your grip off the handle bars and let Him be in 
control? Will you “go along for the ride” wherever He takes you? Or as Glen 
frequently tells me, “Sit down, shut up and hang on!”  

    Read Psalm 27. What are some of the things listed here that the Psalmist 
could have feared? What are some things that you fear? Are they keeping you 
from following God? Do you trust Him enough to know that He will help you no 
matter what happens? 

My parents were 
also wary of a 

long haired boy 
on a motorcycle… 



Thursday – Power to the Powerless 
By Nick Molick| 

“His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness...”  
2 Peter 1:3 

    From the details we have on the life of Peter and many of the disciples, we 
are blessed to know they were not perfect. Their lives were not a highlight reel 
of spiritual victories; rather their lives look much like ours. They would get things 
right, and they would have great moments of spiritual clarity and boldness, and 
then you see times of doubt, confusion and fear. I can relate to all of those, but 
those latter three are far too prevalent in my life. When they occur I know whom 
I need to lean on and whose promises I should have in my heart and mind. 
However, all too often I turn to myself and my own power to solve whatever 
issue is befalling me at the time. No matter the innumerable amount of times I 
do this, I still come to the same conclusions. I have no power. I have no special 
skill. What I can have is a contrite, confessing heart that is still before God and 
seeking the One who does give peace and power. 
    Like us, Peter was presented with so many opportunities to proclaim the 
gospel and glorify God. When we slow down and think of all the times we see 
the opportunities, but either by a sin of commission or omission, we all too often 
fail to show Jesus’ love and compassion to someone in need. Peter and the 
disciples were witnesses to so many powerful and life-changing events that 
Jesus performed, and yet they still struggled to understand it all and put it into 
action (at least until the Holy Spirit came upon them in Acts 2).  
    In Matthew 14 we see the familiar story of Jesus feeding the five thousand 
with what amounted to a Lunchable. If you don’t know what that is, walk down 
one of the hallways at WEE World proclaiming that you have one, and you will 
quickly be educated. In the course of this miracle the disciples saw that Jesus 
was the one who was sufficient. Christ said that the crowd should stay despite 
the fact the He and all of the disciples, not to mention the crowd, were 
exhausted. Also Jesus told His disciples “you give them something to eat” 
(Matthew 14:16). Why would Jesus tell His followers to do something He clearly 
knows they cannot do? Because Christ wanted the disciples and us to reach the 
end of ourselves and realize our powerlessness, our spiritual poverty without 
Him and what we can do when we stand on His strength. We will continue to 
stumble and fall until we rely on His power because we clearly have none of our 
own. 
    The Bible tells us the record of the disciples for many reasons, but one that 
resonates with me is that there is hope. There is hope for someone who feels 
like he gets it wrong more than right. There is hope for one who will occasionally 
say something in boldness only to be pulled back by the Spirit into yet another 
counseling session. Our great hope and peace can come from a continuing 
sanctification and promise that God will see anything He starts in us through to 
completion for our good and His glory.  
    Read Acts 2 and John 18:15-27 What stands out to you in this chapter about 
Peter and his message? How does what Peter says here contrast with the 
denial recorded in John? What changed Peter?  



Friday – When Fear Meets Grace 
By Mackenzie Ridenour 

“My power is made perfect in weakness.” 2 Corinthians 12:9 

    “It is easier to find a score of men wise enough to discover the truth than to 
find one intrepid enough, in the face of opposition, to stand up for it.” (A. A. 
Hodge) In Mark chapter 14, Peter is given the opportunity to stand up for truth. A 
servant girl recognizes him as a disciple and calls him out as being a follower of 
Jesus (verse 67). However, Peter denies knowing what she is talking about or 
being a follower of Christ. Twice more in this chapter he goes on to deny Jesus. 
This is the very same man who loved Jesus and earlier called Him friend.  
    What made Peter deny Jesus not just once, but three times? It was out of a 
spirit of fear for his own reputation and safety. Peter was all about Jesus when it 
was convenient, miracles were happening, and it was “cool.” However, when 
suffering and trials came along, his boldness shriveled up and disappeared.  
    Do you ever see this happen in your own life? Going to Bible study is cool 
when everyone is doing it, going to church on a Sunday is the best when all of 
our family and friends are also happily attending, and taking a stand for God 
when we’re admired and praised for it is a no-brainer. But what about those 
times when being a follower of God isn’t easy? What do we do when the 
professor says that Christianity is a crutch for the weak-minded and God doesn’t 
exist? What do we do when a family member doesn’t believe in God and 
constantly ridicules those who do believe? What do we do when our jobs, our 
reputations, and maybe even our lives are on the line for the sake of His truth?  
    I don’t know about you, but there have definitely been moments in my life 
when I have not been bold for Christ because of the sufferings that come from 
believing and following Him. Thankfully, God’s grace is sufficient for all of the 
times I’ve messed up and not been faithful to Him. God is perfectly faithful, and 
our times of disobedience don’t disqualify us from His love and His service.  
    After denying Jesus three times, Peter was later used to preach a bold 
message at Pentecost (Acts 2) and thousands came to know God! He went from 
rejecting God to being mightily used by Him. One important thing to take note of 
is what happened after Peter denied Jesus. It says in Mark 14:72 that “he broke 
down and wept.” Peter didn’t just deny Jesus and move on with his life, never 
giving another thought to Christ. Instead, he was so convicted and broken over 
his sin that he was weeping. He felt genuine repentance over his actions. 
    We follow a gracious God. He was faithful to forgive and to extend grace to 
Peter in his brokenness, just as he is faithful to forgive and to extend grace to 
us. No matter what decisions you’ve made in your past, no matter how many 
times you’ve denied Him, if the Lord has changed your heart, you don’t have to 
be afraid. You are forgiven and free to walk in relationship with Him, and free to 
tell others how the Gospel changed your life. No matter what sins we have 
committed against the Father, His grace forgives them through the blood of 
Jesus. “But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.’” (2 Cor 12:9). Thank you Father that you forgive us, love 
us perfectly, and use even Unlikely people like us to establish your kingdom on 
this earth.    



Weekend – Hope for Hypocrites 
By Kel Cunard 

“But when [Peter] came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face…” Galatians 2:11 

    What words would you use to describe a follower of Christ? Sacrificial, 
compassionate, courageous? Followers of Christ should look like the One they 
follow, and we would run out of words before we fully described our Savior. It 
might be an easier assignment to choose words that don’t look like Jesus.  
    One word we would never use is hypocrite. Peter was an unlikely Christ-
follower. He had his fair share of ups and downs. He was often bold and 
courageous, but there was at least one moment when he was an outright 
hypocrite. Read Mark 12:68-72 and Acts 2.  
    The Lord used Peter to tear down the barriers between Jesus and the 
Gentiles, but that didn’t stop him from hypocritically shunning them when 
compassion could have proved costly. Peter was unlikely, but even hypocrisy 
didn’t make him unqualified. Join us this weekend as we discover that in Christ 
there’s hope for even the worst hypocrites.   

Pray for the World: Central African Republic 
   The Central African Republic is a landlocked state in Africa’s geographical center. 
More than 32 percent of the population are Evangelical Christians.  
   Leadership development is increasingly important, but not all denominations truly 
make it a priority. Much is happening, but it is only a fraction of what needs to be 
accomplished to train pastors and disciple believers. Pray for the 15 Bible schools 
located in the CAR. The lack of staff, students, funds and resources means that 
some are Bible schools only in name. Foreign-developed curriculum and emphasis 
on paper qualification hamper the ability to train pastors equipped to deal with 
CAR’s unique challenges.  
   Almost half of the population are under the age of 15. A wide-ranging vision for 
this ministry is crucial, but too few churches have the vision, structures and workers 
to disciple the upcoming generation. Faithful teachers who will mentor the younger 
generation are needed. Pray for continued ministry to children. There is freedom to 
minister in schools; pray that this will be fully utilized. Other faiths actively entice 
young people via scholarships and grants as well as the temptations of magic. 
Secondary students are responsive to the Gospel as the economic and political 
upheavals seem to offer only despair and disillusionment. Pray for the activities of 
teen-focused ministries which are present in almost every secondary and tertiary 
institution in the country. (Taken from operationworld.org) 
 
 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 109 and 
thank the Lord for all the times He has helped you.  



  



 


