
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – April 17, 2016 
Unlikely:  

Hope for Hypocrites 
Acts 10 & Galatians 2:11-14 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 16 

 Monday 
• Leviticus 4:1-5:13 
• Mark 3:1-21 
• Psalm 66 

 Tuesday 
• Leviticus 5:14-6:30 
• Mark 3:22-35 
• Psalm 67 

 Wednesday 
• Leviticus 7 
• Mark 4:1-9 
• Psalm 68:1-15 

 Thursday 
• Leviticus 8 
• Mark 4:10-29 
• Psalm 68:16-35 

 Friday 
• Leviticus 9-10 
• Mark 4:30-41 
• Psalm 69:1-6 

Discussion Questions 
• What are some ways that people act hypocritically? 

• Why do hypocrites bother us so much? 

• Review Peter’s hypocrisy from the scripture reviewed in the sermon. What were 
other ways he had been hypocritical? 

• What was the potential outcome in the church 
in Antioch when Peter refused to eat with the 
gentiles?  

• What is at risk when we are hypocrites? 

• What can we learn from our hypocrisy? How 
can we grow through it? 



Monday – A Closet Hypocrite 
By Amy Pilson 

“And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” Then he rose 
and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm.” Matthew 8:26 

    I’m going out on a limb here. As I thought about the topic of hypocrisy and 
personal application, I of course thought about how I tend to judge others on 
their sins which may be different than mine. You know those things that we do 
that we aren’t supposed to. The whole, “do as I say and not as I do.” But the 
Lord convicted me of a different type of hypocrisy that often plagues my life. My 
faith.  

    See, I encourage others in their faith. I pray for them. I pray with them having 
faith that God is going to see them through; that He will answer their prayers. 
Genuine faith for God to work in others’ lives. All good stuff. How does this tie in 
with hypocrisy? The bottom line is that often I don’t trust God to work in my own 
life the way I trust Him to work in someone else’s. I believe most of us find 
ourselves in this boat at one time or another. Even the disciples experienced it. 
They watched Jesus perform miracles and even performed miracles 
themselves, and yet here they were in a storm with Jesus but doubting their 
survival.  

    Why? Because we know how much we don’t deserve His grace and mercy. 
We know all the sins that others have no idea exist in our lives. We don’t believe 
God would choose to use us although we know He could. We may even feel 
that having a strong faith that God will do something in our lives is selfish. That, 
my friends, can often be false humility. False because we use it as an excuse to 
cover our fears and doubts.  

    I faced this when I felt the Lord calling me to go to law school. I hadn’t been in 
school in 20 years. I would have to take a four-hour test and earn a good score 
to even be considered for acceptance. My doubts and fears were huge. At this 
same time I was encouraging my son to move forward in faith to pursue his 
calling into a law enforcement career. I was encouraging him to do the very 
thing I wasn’t willing to do in my own life because of a lack of faith. Plain 
hypocrisy. Is there something you are reluctant to trust God for in your life?  
Romans 8:30 (P.S. – for those who wonder……I begin my first law school 
classes on May 2nd.)  

    From our faith to our failures, hypocrisy can take many forms in our lives, but 
we are not alone in our struggles. Peter was an Unlikely leader when Jesus 
tapped him to lead the Early Church, but his role did not make him immune to 
hypocrisy. Read Acts 10 and Galatians 2:11-14 to see a time when Peter’s faith 
faltered and his walk didn’t match his talk.   



Tuesday – I Am a Terrible Driver 
By Cathy Slusser 

“The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.” 

1 Timothy 1:15  

    The first day my dad tried to teach me to drive, I ran over an electrical 
transformer and stopped inches from going over a seawall. After that, Leo’s 
Driving School took over the task. Leo himself informed me that I lacked depth 
perception. Still, I got my license and within days was stopped by a police officer 
for running a stop sign.  

     Despite the rough start, I have been driving for over forty years. Over time, it 
has become clear that I have not only a problem with depth perception, but with 
patience. It is particularly evident during my morning commute along 8th Avenue 
in Palmetto and over the Green Bridge. You know that stretch where traffic 
backs up almost to Popi’s Restaurant and creeps at five miles per hour into 
Bradenton? Fortunately, the air conditioning is on and the windows rolled up so 
fellow commuters can’t hear the ugly things I say about them.   

    I shout, “Really? Can’t you see you are 
blocking the intersection, you idiot!” while the 
radio plays, “This is my story, this is my song.” 
“Amazing Grace” is the background to my rant 
about drivers trying to cross two lanes of traffic 

as they make a left turn where there is no light. “You should have gone around 
the block, you moron!” “He is with us, He is with us,” the radio exclaims as I 
slam the steering wheel and proclaim, “Get out of my way, I am going to be late 
to work!”   

    I have never had a fish or a radio station decal on my car. I figure it would be 
too hypocritical. All of us live two lives at some time or another. The one that we 
want people to see and the one when we are alone in the car, or with a couple 
of friends gossiping about our neighbor, or at work, when we give into the 
temptation to take a short cut.  

    Honesty and humility are the keys to overcoming hypocrisy. When we quit 
pretending to be perfect and admit our shortcomings to each other, not only are 
we encouraged to improve our own behavior, but others are as well. The next 
time you see me at the wheel of a brown SUV and my mouth is open, I pray that 
it is not because I am fussing at other drivers, but loudly singing, “This is 
amazing grace.” 

    Read Paul’s prayer in 1 Timothy1:12-17. What sins does Paul confess here? 
What changed his life? Do you think the same “King of the ages, immortal, 
invisible, the only God” can do a similar work in your life? Rewrite Paul’s prayer 
in your own words and trust God to do the same for you.  

  

“Amazing Grace” 
is the 
background to 

  



Wednesday – Glow 
By Keith Thomas 

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light…” 1 John 1:7 

    Weighing in at 45.52 carats, with an estimated value of around $350 million, 
the Hope Diamond is one of the most valuable and legendary jewels in the 
world. The Hope Diamond is valuable because of its size, and its rare, deep 
blue color. It’s legendary because of its past owners (King Louis XIV, Marie 
Antoinette, and Pierre Cartier just to name a few). In 1792, during the French 
Revolution, the Crown Jewels were stolen during a looting spree, and the blue 
diamond disappeared for twenty years. It eventually 
resurfaced and many owners later, it was finally 
donated it to the Smithsonian in 1958, where it’s 
been on display for the entire world to see. When 
the Hope diamond is exposed to ultraviolet light, it 
emits a red luminescence that makes it glow-in-the-
dark for a short time. This red glow confirms to 
scientists that the diamond is real and not a fake. 

    Recently, my daughter and her friend were digging in our back yard for buried 
treasure. Their efforts produced exactly that – a diamond ring. Their excitement 
and squeals could be heard for miles. We scheduled a time with a local jeweler 
to have it surveyed. The anticipation built as the girls watched the jeweler 
assess the stone. “Not real” was the reply. The girls were disappointed, to say 
the least, but the digging resumed.  

    It’s disappointing to discover something is not exactly what we thought (like 
ordering Sea Monkeys from the Johnson Smith Co. only to discover that they’re 
just brine shrimp). What’s even more crushing is seeing people presenting 
themselves as one way, but acting totally the opposite. In Gal. 2:11-14 we see 
Paul calling out Peter for his hypocrisy. Peter took the Gospel to the Gentiles, 
but he allowed fear to be a detriment to his ministry. Peter craved the approval 
of his old friends, but that resulted in leading others astray. Peter’s hypocritical 
actions are what Jesus warned against in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 
6:2-16).  

    Our mission in leading others to Christ requires a heart devoted to Him with 
actions that match. The more we abide in the Light of Christ, the more our 
“glow” will display just how real our God is. Is your display the real deal or a 
phony fake? Read 1 John 1:1-10. How are you proclaiming the message of truth 
that we have in the precious gem that is Jesus?      

This red glow 
confirms to 

scientists that 
the diamond 

is real and not 
a fake. 



Thursday – How Then Shall We Live?! 
By Nick Molick 

“The righteous shall live by faith.” Romans 1:16-17 

    Hope, justification and hypocrites are not things we usually put together, but 
they are in our thoughts as we work out our faith with fear and trembling. We 
read about the life of Peter, and we see ourselves in his failures and his 
impetuous boldness. What justification are we to glean from both his and our 
hypocritical lives? How do we as admitted and repeated sinners claim any 
hope? How do we claim justification in front of a holy and righteous God? How 
do we bring our hypocritical failures to Him who has called us to more? How are 
we to make sense of our lives when they look so much like Peter’s? We will 
never make sense of all this until we understand where our hope and 
justification come from. 
    The answer to all our questions is simple and powerful but hard for us to 
believe, accept and understand. We are called to find our hope in the One who 
loves us despite our sin. We are given this lesson to show us that this is also 
how we should live and treat those around us. We should not expect ourselves 
to always be perfect but should always strive for Christ-likeness in everything we 
say, think and do. And just as importantly, we should view others the same way. 
Our self-proclaimed righteousness is exactly like the Pharisees and far from the 
model Christ provided. Jesus lived out what He preached and that changed the 
world. The Pharisees said one thing and did quite another, all while adding laws 
and conditions unto Gods’ word. They lived for their own power and made the 
world markedly worse.  
    Under this pressure of being a devout Hebrew, Peter went back to what he 
had always heard about what really mattered for his righteousness. Peter 
slipped back into believing there was something he could do to climb the ladder 
towards the face of God. We can all fall into this trap. Who among us doesn’t at 
times view something we do, give or sacrifice as a rung on the ladder closer to 
Jesus? However, when we are clear-headed about this, we are drawn back to 
Jesus’ own words, and we see how our only chance for any hope, justification or 
righteousness comes from faith in Him. The faith that we have does not forever 
remove any future hypocritical actions. What that faith does provide is hope and 
justification that is not of our own doing. When we rely on our works to help us 
climb closer to God, they only lead us further away.  
    Even though Peter knew Jesus closely, he would still get things wrong. This 
gives us hope because Christ can take the most unlikely people and change 
them into something completely beautiful and useful for the glory of God. Our 
mistakes do not shut the door between us and God. Jesus made sure of that 
through His eternal sacrifice. Let our hope be in the Christ who can provide 
justification and hope and forgiveness for even the worst hypocrites and let us 
continually be guided by his Spirit to be more like the Son. 
    Read Acts 10: 34-35. How do these verses show a change in Peters’ 
thinking? How does this impact your thoughts about your own hope, justification 
and righteousness?  



Friday – Hindered by Hypocrites 
By Kel Cunard 

“God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” Luke 18:13 

    The Church has a problem. Only 16 percent of young adult non-Christians 
have a “good impression” of Christianity. In a Barna Group poll, more than 85 
percent of unbelievers between the ages of 16 and 29 declare Christians are 
hypocritical. Having spent much of my adult life around middle school and high 
school believers, even young Christians feel the same way. Our hypocrisy is 
hindering our effectiveness, and it is keeping people away from Jesus. 
    The word hypocrite always elicits a response. Just reading the word likely 
brought someone to your mind. At different stages of life, you might have used 
that hypocrite as an excuse. He or she may have been the reason you didn’t go 
to church or never chose to be outspoken about your faith. This argument might 
be prevalent, but that doesn’t make it powerful. One day, each human will stand 
before the One who made him and give an account of how he lived. I don’t think 
“I’m sorry God, there were just so many hypocrites” is going to cut it.  
    This perspective may confront the excuse, but we still need to deal with the 
genuine issue. The existence of hypocrisy in the Church does not diminish the 
worth of our faith, but it does hinder its impact. However, the presence of 
hypocrisy is not nearly as damaging as our denials regarding it. We need to 
expand our definition if we have any hope of correcting our problem. 
    A hypocrite is someone who tries to gain respect from every group he is in. 
He acts spiritual around Christians and unspiritual in most other circles. He is a 
chameleon who takes on the shading of his surroundings. Both Christians and 
non-Christians find this behavior repulsive, and we are quick to detect it – in 
other people. Our limited definition allows us to deflect any personal 
responsibility. A more accurate definition of a hypocrite is someone who says he 
believes one thing and lives another. By that standard, I am a hypocrite and so 
are you.  
    When Jesus was asked to identify the greatest commandment, He said to 
love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength, and love our neighbors as 
ourselves. No true believer would deny His words, yet we have all fallen short of 
following them. So how are we to tell the difference between a growing believer 
and the worst of hypocrites. The difference is not whether we live up to our 
stated beliefs in every moment. On that score, we’re all failures. The difference 
is how we respond when we fail.  
    Read Luke 18:9-14. What is the difference between the Pharisee and the tax 
collector in Christ’s parable? The tax collector was not pleasing to God because 
he sinned less. He was pleasing to God because he had a humble, repentant 
attitude about his sin. He knew his faults, and he knew better than to try and 
hide them.  
    If we could put our masks aside for a moment, we would realize we are all in 
the same boat. We are all sinners saved by grace standing in the shadow of a 
huge cross. When we allow the presence of hypocrites to hinder our faith, it is 
clear the cross is not our focus. If our eyes are fixed on Jesus, we will not have 
room in our field of vision to focus on the hypocrites. After all, in Christ, there is 
hope for every hypocrite.   



Weekend – Forgive and Forget 
By Kel Cunard 

“Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him?”  
Matthew 18;21  

    Peter was never one to be a wallflower. One day, while Jesus was teaching 
on forgiveness, Peter decided to grab the spotlight. He got Christ’s attention and 
said, “Lord, how often should I forgive someone who sins against me? Seven 
times?” Jesus blew away Peter and his pride with His response: “No, not seven 
times, but seventy times.” (or seventy times seven depending on your 
translation) 

    Peter thought forgiveness was like a merit badge. He believed the 
forgiveness he gave others was a celebration of himself. Somewhere in our 
subconscious, many of us feel the same way. We withhold our forgiveness as a 
power play, and only offer it with great pomp and circumstance. But there’s one 
big problem with this mindset: We forget we are forgiven.  

    As long we act like forgiveness is optional, we risk being more unqualified 
than Unlikely. But when we remember we are forgiven by our Heavenly Father, 
we are more likely to forgive our fellow men. In preparation for this weekend’s 
sermon, read Matthew 18:21-35 and 2 Peter 1:5-9 and consider whether you 
have forgotten you are forgiven.   

Pray for the World: China 
   The People’s Republic of China is the fourth largest nation in the world. There are 
more than 75 million Evangelical Christians in China, but they number less than six 
percent of the nation’s 1.3 billion people. A crisis brews for Christians in China. To 
the average observer, China is flourishing. With the world's biggest population, as 
well as the largest workforce with 803 million workers, China produces a 
monumental amount of the world's manufactured goods. Many believe that in ten 
years, China will overtake the United States as the world's largest economy. And 
yet the Chinese government maintains a firm grip on its citizens. A public 
demonstration of any kind can bring about a brutal government response. The 
Chinese government has strong regulations for legal Christian churches, so that the 
only place to freely worship is often found in house churches. The house churches 
must meet secretly, with Christians ever aware of the risks of being harassed, 
oppressed, imprisoned, tortured or even murdered for merely believing in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Pray for: 

• Continued Church growth and pure Biblical teaching amid ongoing 
persecution. 

• Jesus’s teachings to take deep root in the culture and expose false religions. 
 A d l  f  lif  t  b li h b ti  i id  b d t d h  

    

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 111 and 
give thanks to the Lord for His mighty works.  



  



 


