
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – April 24, 2016 
Unlikely:  

We Forget We’re Forgiven 
Matthew 18:21-35 & 2 Peter 1:5-9 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 17 

 Monday 
• Leviticus 11 
• Mark 5:1-20 
• Psalm 69:7-17 

 Tuesday 
• Leviticus 12:1-13:19 
• Mark 5:21-29 
• Psalm 69:18-36 

 Wednesday 
• Leviticus 13:30-59 
• Mark 5:30-43 
• Psalm 70 

 Thursday 
• Leviticus 14 
• Mark 6:1-13 
• Psalm 17:1-10 

 Friday 
• Leviticus 15 
• Mark 6:14-29 
• Psalm 71:11-24 

Discussion Questions 
• What are behaviors and choices that people have made that we struggle to 

forgive? 

• How would you define forgiveness? 

• What do you think were Peter’s motives in asking the question? What is 
significant about the number with which Jesus chose to respond? 

• In 2 Peter 1:5-9, Peter seems to have 
softened. Why do you think this has 
occurred? 

• Why do some people seem to soften with age 
while others seem to harden?  

• How do you want to be known for treating 
people who need forgiveness? What steps do 
you need to take to respond like Jesus 
taught? 



Monday – Forgetfulness and Unforgiveness  
By Kel Cunard 

“Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him?  
As many as seven times?” Matthew 18:21 

    If God can use Peter, He can use anyone. Even when Peter was right, he 
was wrong. He never seemed to miss an opportunity to make a mistake. 
    In Matthew 18, Jesus outlined a core principle of the Christian life – forgiven 
people forgive people. Right after declaring our Heavenly Father’s great love for 
us and His relentless pursuit of His lost sheep, Jesus instructed the disciples 
how they should respond when their brother wrongs them. (See Matthew 18:10-
20.) 
    While the words of Jesus were still echoing off the surrounding structures, the 
wheels in Peter’s mind began to turn. He saw an opening, and he seized it. 
Read Matthew 18:21. It’s not hard to imagine Peter clearing his throat, leaning 
into the limelight and proudly asking his question: “How often should I forgive my 
brother? Seven times?” In Peter’s mind, the number was so outlandish that 
everyone, including Jesus, would have to be impressed. Only a truly great 
person would offer forgiveness SEVEN times! 
    As Peter finished his question, I can imagine his mouth curling into a satisfied 
smile. His eyes were filled with look-at-me pride as the eyes of the other 
disciples rolled with annoyance. They had likely grown weary of Peter the glory 
hound; None more so than Andrew, Peter’s less known and less vocal brother. 
Imagine how many times the sibling of Peter had needed to offer forgiveness to 
his brother who had said the wrong thing so many times he was well acquainted 
with the taste of his own foot. Who was Peter to tout his powers of forgiveness? 
    What about us? Throughout this Unlikely series, we have seen how we 
identify with Peter because we’re a lot like him. We crave forgiveness when we 
need it and yet are reluctant to offer it when it’s needed from us. We are happy 
recipients but unwilling providers. This behavior is no small feat. In order for us 
to withhold forgiveness, we must forget we are forgiven. When we hoard 
forgiveness, we are engulfed by bitterness and risk losing our status of unlikely 
yet useful. 
    Jesus responded with a parable that was directed at Peter and intended for 
all of us who identify with him. Read Matthew 18:22-35. Peter was wrong on two 
fronts. Offering forgiveness is not optional, and Christ-like forgiveness is not 
exhaustible. Forgiven people forgive people just as they have been forgiven.  
    The Peter who tried to steal the spotlight seemed unlikely to learn that lesson 
let alone ever teach it to others, but God delights in making people become 
more than they could ever imagine. Years later, an older and wiser Peter wrote 
the following: “For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith 
with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-
control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with 
brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love… For whoever lacks these 
qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was 
cleansed from his former sins.” (2 Peter 1:5–9)  
    If God can use Peter, He can use anyone, but don’t let your forgetfulness and 
unforgiveness stand in the way of Him using you.  



Tuesday – Editing 
By Cathy Slusser 

“Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me,  
and I shall be whiter than snow.” Psalm 51:7 

    As a historian, my goal has always been to make history, a subject often 
taught as a memorization list of names, dates and events, relevant, interesting 
and inspiring. I believe that history is really a collection of stories and if we learn 
about the people who came before us and their stories, we will more likely 
remember them and use their example to improve our own lives and our 

community. 
    Instead of identifying myself as a historian, 
I often introduce myself as a storyteller. That 
is what motivated me to write historical fiction 
about the first settlers of Terra Ceia Island. 
The books are based upon their lives and true 
events; the fiction comes to play in their 
thoughts, words and decision-making. I 
resolved to finish my third book this year, and 
From A Heavenly Land: Caroline’s Story is 
now in the process of being edited.  

    Editing is a sometimes fun, but mostly tedious process of correcting grammar 
and typos as well as making sure that the story flows well and is consistent. In 
the old days, editing meant taking a red pencil and marking up a paper copy 
with corrections. When completed, all you saw on the white page were red 
marks indicating failure. The advent of the computer makes editing much easier. 
Now, when I make corrections, the mistakes miraculously disappear. The page 
is instantaneously fixed.  
    Editing makes me think of forgiveness. When we hoard the imperfections of 
those around us, constantly reflecting on their failings and how they have hurt 
us, we leave red marks all over their lives and ours. It may be true that we can 
“forgive but not forget” but when we continue to hold on to those slights and 
dwell on them, we are not really free from our past.  
    I think that is one reason that Jesus instructed us to forgive to “infinity and 
beyond” (the Biblical definition of seventy times seven). He knew that as 
humans our minds would often take us back to those imperfections of others 
requiring us to choose to forgive over and over again. Instead of looking at all 
those red marks on the page, we need to see a newly corrected version of the 
story. Remembering our own mistakes and how Jesus forgives them can be 
helpful to forgiving others of theirs. After all, isn’t that what Jesus came to do?  
Make us whiter than snow?  
    Read Psalm 51:7-17. What do you think the Psalmist means by “blot out all 
my iniquities”? Look at verse 17, what does God delight in? How could a 
“broken and contrite heart” help you to forgive others? Is there someone you 
need to forgive today? Don’t wait a moment longer.   

Instead of 
identifying 
myself as a 
historian, I often 
introduce myself 
as a storyteller. 



Wednesday – Forgiveness Is a Challenge 
By Mackenzie Ridenour 

“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,  
as God in Christ forgave you.” Ephesians 4:22 

    What a blessing to be forgiven isn’t it? We relish in the fact that Christ came 
and died and paid the price for our past, present, and future sins. We talk about 
God’s forgiveness, we accept the gift of atonement, and we sing worship songs 
thanking Him for His amazing forgiveness. All of those are good actions that 
God delights in! However, when I think of the ultimate forgiveness that God 
bestowed upon me, I don’t always see it as a gift that I am commanded to give 
to others.  
    I don’t know about you, but showing others mercy and compassion through 
forgiveness is not easy and is not always my first thought when someone acts 
against me. In Ephesians 1:7 we are assured that “in Him we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of 
God’s grace”. Wonderful news, isn’t it? God has forgiven and God is merciful, 
even though we continually act against Him. Later in Ephesians, we are given 
an instruction, “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as 
God in Christ forgave you” (4:32). God loves us so much that He has forgiven 
our penalty of death though Jesus, but He also has intended for us to extend 
forgiveness as well.  
    God’s Word is living and active. It says in 2 Timothy 3:16-17 that “all scripture 
is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work” (emphasis added). God’s word is God’s literal 
words, His thoughts, His intentions for our lives, given to us so that we may be 
complete and equipped for good works. God is faithful in His promises, and He 
wants for us to also be faithful in the instructions given to us. If God has clearly 
breathed out in His word that we are to be kind, tenderhearted, and forgiving 
towards one another, why don’t we apply this scripture in our lives? No it’s not 
always easy. We are all broken people who bring pain into our own lives and the 
lives of others. However, isn’t it a bit hypocritical to embrace and receive God’s 
incredible forgiveness, and then turn around and hold grudges, act cruelly, and 
refuse to forgive those who have wronged us?  
    No, they may not deserve it. Yes, they may have brought great pain and 
suffering, but haven’t we done the same to God and in His great mercy He has 
forgiven us? “The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even though we have 
rebelled against Him” Daniel 9:9.  
    Forgiveness is a challenge, but a challenge we are expected to take. Ask the 
Lord what bitterness and unforgiveness is harboring in your heart. Speak the 
hurt you feel to Him. He cares about what you’ve gone through and are currently 
going through. It’s only through Him that we have the ability to forgive others, 
through the recognition and example of His great forgiveness towards us. He 
will supply you with the strength to forgive, and provide the healing over your 
hurts. Be faithful in your forgiveness to others, and let Him take that bitterness 
and that pain and turn it into compassion, and joy that comes from knowing Him.  



Thursday – Carry Your Cross, Not Your Grudge 
By Nick Molick 

“Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know 
them and are established in the truth that you have.” 2 Peter 1:12-13 

    The qualities Peter listed in 2 Peter 1:5-9 are the same ones he is referencing 
in the above verse. Those qualities are virtue, knowledge, self-control, 
steadfastness, godliness, brotherly affection and love. We can readily agree that 
all of these qualities are wonderful and we should emulate them in our daily 
lives, just as Peter is encouraging us to do in these verses. The issue seems to 
come with the application. We see not only in Peter’s life but in our own that 
there are times of spiritual victories and times when things get a little sideways 
as we try to live out the will of God. Peter is well acquainted with going from 100 
miles an hour in theological victory to full stop at neck breaking speed. 
Remember in Matthew 16 that Peter answers Jesus’ question of “Who do you 
say that I am” with great God-given clarity by saying, “You are the Christ, Son of 
the living God”. The gravity of his answer is as impactful for us as it was for the 
disciples. 
    But read a few verses further in Matthew 16, and you see Jesus laying out 
how He was going to die and rise again. The always quick with his opinion Peter 
says “Far be it from you, Lord!” – actually taking Jesus aside and “rebuking” 
Him. Now I’m all for boldness, but this is a bridge too far even for me. But, when 
we look at all that Peter did both right and wrong, what is the thread running 
through all of this? Christ’s forgiveness. We know Peter was integral in the 
founding of the early church, but we also know he provided great and powerful 
examples of what not to do. Peter lived a life of great spiritual privilege having 
seen and heard the living Christ teach and act right in front of him. However, I 
bet if we ask Peter what was the greatest impact Jesus had on his life, it would 
be Christ’s forgiveness. The same Peter who denied the Son of the living God 
on that night would be the same Peter who meets the risen Christ and is asked 
the same question three times: “Peter do you love Me?” The man who was so 
often in need of Christ’s forgiveness was then given a great charge – Feed my 
sheep.  
    Forgiveness is not only powerful; it is commanded of us by Christ. Jesus tells 
us to take up our cross – not our angst, not our worry, not our anger against 
someone else. He tells us to die to self while loving the brothers and sisters 
around us. The forgiveness Peter received is a mild microcosm of the 
redemptive forgiveness Jesus has offered us. We, just like Peter, deny Christ at 
times when we resist His Lordship and control or when we forget His 
forgiveness and are vengeful toward others. But the call from our Creator is for 
us to die to self by taking up our cross and dropping off our grudge. We are to 
love and forgive others because we too are forgiven. 
    Read John 21:17. How does the command of Christ show His forgiveness 
and sovereignty? How do you think Peter felt at this commission? If we will let 
go of our unforgiveness, Christ can use all of us no matter how unlikely we see 
ourselves. 



Friday – Selective Memory 
By Kel Cunard 

“For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind,  
having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins.” 2 Peter 1:9 

    New research shows we control what we remember. Pennsylvania State 
Professors Brad Wyble and Hui Chen tested the memory of 100 students. They 
divided them into several groups and had each perform variations of the same 
experiment with different information (numbers, letters or colors). In each trial, 
the students were shown four characters (for example three letters and one 
number) arranged in each corner of a screen. The subjects were told they would 
need to remember which corner the number was in. When the characters 
disappeared, they were asked to recall the location of the number and rarely 
missed. After repeating the simple task several times, the subjects were asked 
an unexpected question. Four numbers appeared on the screen and they were 
asked to identify which one had appeared on the previous screen. Only one-
quarter of the students answered correctly – the same accuracy for random 
guesses.  
    After the subjects failed the surprise test, the same question was repeated in 
the next trial, but this time they were not surprised. Since they knew they might 
need the information, the students performed dramatically better getting 
between 65 and 95 of the responses correct. The study reveals that we are 
likely to remember information we believe we might later need. “It seems like 
memory is sort of like a camcorder,” said Wyble. “If you don’t hit the ‘record’ 
button on the camcorder, it’s not going to ‘remember’ what the lens is pointed at. 
But if you do hit the ‘record’ button — in this case, you know what you’re going 
to be asked to remember — then the information is stored.” Simply put, when 
we know a test is coming, we tend to press record and remember.  
    We shouldn’t be surprised that life regularly tests our willingness to forgive. 
As long as there are people on the planet, we will experience conflict, and 
reconciliation is only won through forgiveness. Nevertheless, our selective 
memory allows us to forget a vital piece of information – we forget we are 
forgiven. When we are in need of forgiveness, we delight in God’s grace. But 
once the moment has passed, we discard that memory because our needs have 
been met. In our selfish hearts, God’s grace toward us has nothing to do with 
our forgiveness of others. When forgiveness is eventually required from us, our 
selective memory causes us to fail an even more important test. Read 2 Peter 
1:5-9.  
    We are unlikely to forgive others when we forget we are forgiven, and when 
we withhold forgiveness we fail a crucial test. Forgiven people forgive people, 
but Jesus will not use us if we fail to forgive. If we want to be useful to Christ, no 
matter how unlikely we may be, we cannot forget to forgive.  
    Are you harboring any bitterness in your heart? Has your selective memory 
allowed you to withhold forgiveness? Look back through the list of traits Peter 
outlined in verses 5-9. Are these qualities increasing in your life? If not, start by 
offering forgiveness today as freely as your Heavenly Father has offered it to 
you.   



Weekend – DTR 
By Kel Cunard 

“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” John 21:17 

    It was easier when we were little. Defining our young romantic relationships 
wasn’t complicated. Check yes, no or maybe. However, the complexity 
increases with age. Each dating couple must take time to have a DTR 
conversation. They must Define The Relationship. Today, there is even a 
relationship category called “it’s complicated.”  
    You can’t move forward in any relationship unless it’s defined, and until we 
are willing to honestly define our commitment to Christ, we will never go from 
Unlikely to useful. We tend to change the status of our spiritual relationship 
based on our desires. Like Peter, we are bold when it benefits us but shrink into 
the shadows when the pressure begins to mount. We remember Peter as a hero 
of the faith, but this was only possible after he honestly defined his relationship 
with Jesus.  
    In preparation for this weekend’s sermon, read John 21:15-22 and consider 
how you would answer the question Jesus posed to Peter. How would you 
DTR? 
  

Pray for the World: Colombia 
   The Republic of Colombia lies on the Northwest corner of South America. The 
population is predominantly Catholic. Less than eight percent are Evangelical 
Christians.  
   There are many reasons to celebrate in Colombia, not the least of which is the 
success at Bellavista Prison. Bellavista is a maximum-security prison in Medellin 
that was often called “hell on earth”, is an inspiration. Through prayer and bold 
Christian witness, the prison has seen a remarkable turning of hardened criminals 
to Christ and the end of rampant murderousness. Many inmates are now believers, 
and there is regular prayer, fasting, evangelism and even a Christian radio station. 
A Bible Institute has formed in the prison, training inmates to minister in prison and 
after release. 
   There are also many area of need in Colombia.  

• Pray for spiritual and physical protection for believers who face the threat of 
violence for their commitments to Christ. 

• Pray for a wise and courageous government that will take a hard stance 
against violence, drug cartels, and corruption. 

• Pray for the spiritual battle for Colombia to be won in Jesus' name through 
persistent and prevailing prayer. (Taken from operationworld.org & 
prayercast.com) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 112 and 
stand firm on the promise that those who fear the Lord are blessed and will never 
be moved.  
 



  



 


