
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – April 17, 2016 
Unlikely:  

From Likely to Unlikely 
John 21:15-22 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 18 

 Monday 
• Leviticus 16 
• Mark 6:30-44 
• Psalm 72:1-7 

 Tuesday 
• Leviticus 17-18 
• Mark 6:45-56 
• Psalm 72:8-20 

 Wednesday 
• Leviticus 19 
• Mark 7:1-13 
• Psalm 73:1-11 

 Thursday 
• Leviticus 20 
• Mark 7:14-37 
• Psalm 73:12-28 

 Friday 
• Leviticus 21:1-22:16 
• Mark 8:1-13 
• Psalm 74:1-9 

Discussion Questions 
• We all have moments we would like to revisit. If you could travel back in time, 

what is one moment you would want to relive? What is one moment you would 
give anything to change? 

• How has your past shaped your present, both to the good and the bad? 

• Why do you think Peter denied knowing Jesus? 

• What are some ways we deny Jesus in our 
lives today? 

• What do you think Jesus was trying to get 
across to Peter by repeatedly asking him, "Do 
you love me?" 

• Once he had been honest about his faith, 
Jesus told Peter to “Follow me.” How does 
this command help us understand how we 
can go from a likely failure to an unlikely 
follower? 

• What do you need to do today to make things 
right with God? 



Monday – Do You Love Me? 
By Kel Cunard 

“Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” John 21:15 

    On the night before Jesus died, He reminded the disciples of His imminent 
suffering and death. He then said, “You will all fall away because of me this 
night." Peter answered, "Even if they all fall away... I never will." Jesus looked 
him in the eye and said, "I tell you, Peter, tonight before the rooster crows, you 
will deny three times that you even know me." Never known to lack confidence, 
Simon Peter replied, "Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you." 
    A few hours later, Peter found himself standing in the courtyard of the high 
priest's home as Jesus stood trial before the religious leaders. A servant girl 
recognized him as a follower of Jesus, but he denied it: "Woman, I don't know 
him." A little later someone else said he was a disciple, but Peter insisted, "I 
don't know the man!" A third time, a few standing nearby heard his Galilean 
accent and said, "Surely you are one of them." Calling down curses he declared, 
"I don't know this man you're talking about!" Immediately, a rooster crowed, and 
Peter ran away weeping bitterly. As Jesus died on the cross, Peter was nowhere 
to be seen. When the news came that the tomb was empty, he was still in 
hiding. His heart and mind must have been dominated by the fear that he had 
blown it. Peter’s willingness to deny knowing Christ must have meant he was 
unworthy to ever follow Him. If he could only have that night back, he would not 
make the same mistake again. What he wouldn't give for a second chance! 
    Jesus appeared to the disciples several times after His resurrection; one time 
to seven of them on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. After they had eaten 
breakfast, Jesus turned His attention to Peter. Read John 21:15-19.  
    There was more going on than meets the eye in this seemingly repetitive 
conversation. The original Greek text uses two different words for love: agape 
(unconditional love) and phileo (brotherly love). Jesus asked Peter twice, "Do 
you love me unconditionally? Do you agape me?" Peter responded both times, 
"You know I only love you like a brother. You know that I phileo you." Then 
Jesus asked, "Do you phileo me?" Peter was grieved in his heart and said, "You 
know everything, and you know that I only phileo you." Jesus was asking Peter, 
"Will you follow me to the very end?" Peter's replies seemed to say, "You and I 
both know, I'll only follow you until it gets uncomfortable."  
    Second chances often begin with honest moments. Peter's big talking and 
bold predictions were now gone. His responses were an admission that there 
were limits to his love for Jesus. He recognized through his failure in the 
courtyard that he was not yet the man he needed to be, and that was right 
where Jesus wanted him to be. Only after Peter was ready to stop pretending 
and be honest about his heart was he truly ready to follow Jesus.  
    You don’t need to pretend with Jesus. He knows your past makes you a likely 
failure, but He is still prepared to offer you a second chance. You may be 
unlikely, but that doesn’t make you unqualified. Christ just might be waiting for 
you to honestly answer His question: "Do you love me unconditionally?"   



Tuesday – Faith of Our Fathers 
By Cathy Slusser 

“He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God.  
Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the Lord.” Psalm 40:3 

    It is interesting the things we inherit from our parents. Beyond hair and eye 
color and the shape of our nose, we get temperament and interests. I look a lot 
like my mom, but act a lot like my dad. The first time I voted in a Presidential 
election, I voted the way my dad did. Through the years, we rarely disagreed 
about politics, but lately, we have agreed to disagree. Rather, we have agreed 
just not to talk about it. It makes for more pleasant dinner conversation. Since I 
developed an attachment to the people of Guatemala, my politics run a bit more 
liberal than my dad with regards to immigration and civil rights.  

    When I was young, my Christian faith was 
also strictly in line with my father’s. I come from 
a long line of Baptists. From the time I was a 
baby, I was at church more than I was at home 
or school. In fact, Glen and I met in the nursery 
of our church as toddlers. I grew up believing in 
Jesus. I was baptized at age eight and my 
favorite hymn through High School was “Yield 
not to Temptation.” I was a goody-goody, often 

pious and not the kind of piety that made it easy for those around me. In fact, I 
was a lot like Peter with a tendency to be judgmental and holier than thou. I still 
cringe when I think of a testimony I gave that began with “I can’t tell you what it 
is like to be saved from ‘big sins,’ but I can tell you what it is like to walk with 
Jesus every day.” Ugh.   

    Once launched into the world, however, I faced hardship and struggled with 
depression and my perfectionist nature. It was in those times, that the faith of 
my father became my own faith. In the hard times, I had to decide what I truly 
believed about God. I developed my own relationship with Him, not one based 
on the “church girl” but one based on my own experiences. All of us, like Peter, 
must come to a place where we set aside what others have told us to believe 
and adopt our own faith. In my experience and in Peter’s, it was times of failure, 
trouble and trial that cultivated that personal relationship with Jesus and 
development of compassion, love, empathy and humility.   

    Read Psalm 40:1-5. List the things that the Psalmist says God has done for 
him. What would your own list say? What does it mean to “make the Lord” our 
trust? When did you let go of your past beliefs about God and chose to have a 
personal relationship with Him? If you haven’t done so, there is no better time 
than today.   

When I was 
young, my 
Christian faith 
was also strictly 
in line with my 
father’s. 



Wednesday – Becoming What We Behold 
By Nick Molick 

“And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same image…” 2 Corinthians 3:18 

 
    Nathaniel Hawthorne produced a short story called “The Great Stone Face” in 
which there is a small town that has a stone face carved into a nearby mountain. 
This face was accompanied by a legend that this face represented a man who 
would one day come to this village and bring great blessing to all in the town. 
The main character, Earnest, is wildly intrigued by the face and the legend and 
stares at the visage in the mountain all through his formative years longing to 
see the appearance of this man. One of the unique twists is that one day as 
Earnest is talking with another man the great stone face is behind Earnest, the 
man sees immediately that Earnest is the great stone face. He had become 
what he continually gazed upon.  
    We see this in our own lives. We need Jesus in the center of our minds eye 
not ourselves. We need to behold or focus on Jesus and who He is and what He 
has done. Peter is someone most Americans, including myself, can readily 
identify with. He is quick to offer an opinion, usually mistakenly fervent in the 
correctness of his opinions and more than willing to fill conversational silence 
with his own thoughts. While I may want to be like Paul, I am convicted that I 
can be so much like Peter in my impatience and lack of keeping Jesus at the 
center of my life’s focus. Peter went through the toughest of times with Jesus all 
the while getting some things right and then some things wrong. We shouldn’t 
feel frustration as we read about Peter’s life. We should feel great hope and 
gratitude. Jesus endured the occasional wrong-headedness of Peter and the 
rest of the disciples in great long-suffering grace and love. Jesus knew they 
would fall away and then be emboldened by the Spirit to continue His work. 
Jesus showed compassion we often lack. He showed love that is a model for us, 
and He showed that He alone is what we are to behold, to focus upon in our 
lives. Our existence is not about tweets, likes and sharing opinions unless all of 
these point people to Christ.  
    The more Peter came to the realization that Christ is the center of it all and 
that Peter himself was something that Jesus in His mercy used to build His 
church, the more Peter’s life was in tune with God’s will. The fact that Jesus was 
able to call a brash, opinionated, Galilean fisherman and use him to establish 
His church should give us great hope. The list of reasons why Jesus shouldn’t 
use us would be extensive but not needed. Jesus knows our hearts and despite 
that He still lovingly calls us into a great adventure with Him. He does this 
because of His great love, mercy, grace and sovereignty. Jesus takes the 
unlikely and uses them for His glory not our own. Sole Deo Gloria! 
    Read John 17 How does Jesus’ prayer for Himself, the Disciples and 
believers make you feel about your calling to follow Jesus? How does reading 
about the detailed care and love in Christ’s prayer affect your thinking of how He 
can use any of us?  



Thursday – Courage to Speak 
By Mackenzie Ridenour 

“Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” 

1 Corinthians 15:58 
 

Raise your hand if you’ve ever been given a dream by God, a big idea or 
thought of action. Now raise your hand if immediately after receiving the thought 
you were filled with feelings of inadequacy and decided against taking action. 
Did you raise your hand? I definitely did. All things are possible with God. 
However, when He asks us to do things in His name that seem impossible, we 
tend to be a coward and withdraw from those actions. Why is that? 

I think that one of the biggest commands God has given us, is also one that 
terrifies most people. It is found at the end of Matthew 28, “Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you.” That verse used to intimidate the mess out of me, and I am 
extremely extroverted! Why is the command to go out and share the Gospel with 
others so scary? Why does the idea of making disciples seem overwhelming?  

In the past, I would read that passage and instantly feel pressure. I would 
automatically think “okay, what are the right or correct words to use when 
sharing the Gospel?” or, “I can’t tell people about Jesus yet, I don’t have the 
answers to every question they may have, and I haven’t had any training. I’ll 
sound like a fool”. I had no faith in myself, but even worse, I had no faith in the 
power of the Spirit to work through me.  

The Lord continues to break me of this lack of faith - faith in the ability for Him 
to work despite my inadequacy, and despite my weaknesses. In fact, in 2 
Corinthians we are assured that His “power is made perfect in weakness”. In all 
honesty, no matter what words we speak to a person, no matter how perfect and 
awesome a sermon is preached, it is solely through the power of the Holy Spirit 
that a person’s heart is softened to the Gospel and able to receive it. When we 
understand the truth that only God can reveal himself to a person, only God can 
supply the words needed to be spoken, and only God can use those words to 
influence a heart change, then the pressure is off.  

It is not our job to be perfect, to know the perfect words to speak the Gospel. It 
is, however, our job to love the Lord, and to seek Him constantly, and it is also 
our job to confidently and boldly proclaim the Gospel to others in faith that God 
will move through what we are speaking.  It’s okay if you aren’t good with words, 
or you have trouble articulating things!  If you trust in the power of the Lord to 
work through you and you have the faith and belief that He will, all that is left is 
that step, that action of faith to open your mouth and to speak. Know with full 
confidence that “in the Lord your labor is not in vain”.  

A quote I once heard that really encouraged me was this: “it is our job to be 
faithful, it is God’s job to be fruitful”. When we decide to share the Gospel out of 
love for God and others, as an act of faithfulness, and not out of a mentality to 
“bear fruit”, we will  never be disappointed. God asks us to be faithful, and to be 
bold, while leaving the work of transforming hearts and minds to Him. He is the 
only one who can do such a thing! He only asks for our faithfulness. For our 
courage to speak, trusting that He will supply the words, and that He will be the 
one to bring forth understanding of Himself in another’s life.    



Friday – Batter’s Up 
By Keith Thomas 

“He who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.” John 10:2 

    Traveling at a speed of 90 mph, it takes 400 milliseconds for a baseball to go 
from the pitcher’s mound to home plate. Yale University physicist Robert Adair’s 
study of baseball science has determined the ability of the batter to hit a 
baseball into fair territory is “clearly 
impossible.” 

    According to Adair’s study, it takes 100 
milliseconds for the batter to see the ball as 
it leaves the pitchers hand. Seventy-five 
milliseconds for the thinking process to 
determine the speed and location of the 
ball. It then takes 50 milliseconds for the 
batter to make a decision (25 milliseconds about whether to swing or not to 
swing, and 25 milliseconds to pick a swing pattern). Then 25 milliseconds are 
needed for the batter to take action as the whole body prepares to swing. The 
process of swinging the bat takes 150 milliseconds, and the margin of error is 
seven milliseconds. No wonder professional baseball players only average three 
out of ten hits per season. The act of batting brings about more failure than 
success. Players constantly have to deal with the fact that their performance, at 
the plate, produces a 70 percent failure rate. A career like that would make most 
people quit on day one. 

    In Peter’s life, we see a man familiar with failure; a man accustomed to doing 
things his own way. Peter was bold at times and yet cowardly at other times; 
confident one moment, but insecure in another. Peter’s batting average would 
put any player into a slump, or want to quit. Jesus saw Peter’s heart and 
encouraged him when He said “feed my lambs” and “tend to my sheep” (John 
21:15-18). Jesus expressed His unconditional love toward Peter by casting a 
vision for him, and assigning Peter his role to teach and disciple believers; to 
take care of the flock.    

    For three years, Peter committed to be on Jesus’ inaugural team, but in John 
21:19, it’s as if we see Jesus renewing Peter’s contract with a vote of confidence 
by saying, “Follow me.” “Follow me” – even though you denied me three times. 
“Follow me” – even though you’ll be persecuted. “Follow me” – even though 
your selfishness prevails. “Follow me” – even though you’ll fail 70% of the time. 
“Follow me” – even though the world keeps throwing you a wicked curve ball.  

    Don’t let the strikeouts discourage you. Listen to your Coach. He has some 
amazing encouragement for you. Read John 10:1-5 and see what following the 
Good Shepherd requires.  

The ability of the 
batter to hit a 

baseball into fair 
territory is “clearly 

impossible.” 



Weekend – Mother’s Day 
“You Might Be a Mother . . .”  

    As we celebrate Mother’s Day, let’s do it in style by tapping into that sage of 
wisdom, the great southern philosopher, Jeff Foxworthy. But instead of 
pondering if “you might be a redneck,” today let’s consider a few pearls of 
wisdom we’ll call “you might be a mother.”  
• If going to Wal-Mart by yourself and walking around aimlessly for three 

hours is as relaxing as a day at the spa… you might be a mother. 
• If you have ever pretended NOT to smell a dirty diaper so that your husband 

will change it... you might be a mother.  
• if you knew you would carry your children for nine months physically but you 

had no idea you would carry them for 29 years financially… you might be a 
mother. 

• If you have ever wiped someone else's nose with an article of YOUR 
clothing… you might be a mother.  

• If you’ve ever used your own spit as both a cleaning agent and a hairstyling 
product… you might be a mother. 

    Regardless of whether you fit any of these criteria, we can all agree that the 
best parts of a mom clearly reflect the heart of our God. Join us this Sunday as 
we study Luke 11 and explore how our heart can look like His.   

Pray for the World: Comoros 
   The Union of the Comoros consists of three volcanic islands between 
Madagascar and Mozambique. The small nation of less than 700,000 people is 
densely populated and resource poor. Less than one percent of primarily Muslim 
population are Evangelical Christians. 
   Christian resources have impacted the nation greatly. The JESUS film is available 
in two of the variants of the common language Comorian. Radio has been effective 
in introducing Comorians to Christ and discipling them, although programs are not 
yet available in the Comorian language. Pray that all these tools will be a blessing to 
the Comorian people, and pray for two more film translations that are needed but 
not yet started. 

• Pray for the Gospel to infiltrate every island, regardless of restrictions and 
mounting persecution. 

• Pray for freedom from fear brought on by the false teachings of the occult 
and Islam. 

• Pray for courage and strength for the small group of believers worshipping 
despite great risk. (Taken from operationworld.org & prayercast.com) 

 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 113 and 
take time to praise the Lord for who He is and all He’s done.  
 



  



 


