
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – May 8, 2016 
Happy Mother’s Day 

Luke 11:1-13 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 19 

 Monday 
• Leviticus 22:17-23:14 
• Mark 8:14-30 
• Psalm 74:10-23 

 Tuesday 
• Leviticus 23:15-44 
• Mark 8:31-9:13 
• Psalm 75 

 Wednesday 
• Leviticus 24:1-25:22 
• Mark 9:14-29 
• Psalm 76 

 Thursday 
• Leviticus 25:23-55 
• Mark 9:30-37 
• Psalm 77 

 Friday 
• Leviticus 26 
• Mark 9:38-50 
• Psalm 78:1-10 

Discussion Questions 
• How did your mom (and/or other mom’s you’ve observed) act when a child got 

whiny? 

• Have there been situations in your life when you felt God saw you as a whiny 
kid? Why? 

• Why did the guy end up getting the bread for 
his friend?  

• Why do we sometimes feel like we have to 
annoy God to get what we want? 

• Why do we sometimes feel like God is 
withholding good things from us? 



Monday – A Mother’s Prayer 
By Kel Cunard 

“Lord, teach us to pray.” Luke 11:1 

    There are typically two types of Mother’s Day sermons. They either focus on 
the great mothers of the Bible, people like Hannah or Mary, or they celebrate the 
attributes of a Proverbs 31 woman. Whatever the approach, they all reach the 
same conclusion: mothers are the best thing since sliced bread and the glue 
that holds society together. (All true, by the way.)  

    On the other hand, next month when we celebrate Father’s Day, there will be 
far less chocolate and the sermons will be markedly different. “Men, don’t be a 
deadbeat. Start being the spiritual leader. Guys, get your act together!” (Sadly, 
all too often true.) 

    By every measure in my life, mothers deserve their praise. Christian mothers 
set an example for their children and train them in the way they should go. They 
endure hardship to bring forth new life and take on the blessed burden of 
shaping that young heart. They correct error and celebrate success. They 
rejoice when their children rejoice and weep when their children weep. Mothers 
make a world of difference. 

    I am blessed to have a Godly mother who pointed me toward Jesus at a 
young age. She knelt beside my bed with me when I surrendered my life to 
Christ, and I know she continues to lift me and my family before the Lord every 
day. Just as I persistently called out to her when I wanted something as a child, 
she never ceases to call out to the Lord in prayer for my family. She is a prayer 
warrior, and I am so thankful she continues to ask, seek and knock on our 
behalf.  

    Read Luke 11:1-13. When the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray, 
He proceeded to not only tell them how but also why. He urged them to be 
persistent with their prayers, but not in the manner of a spoiled child who 
continues to scream “Mommy!” until he gets his way. Our persistence should be 
a reminder of our reliance. The more we ask of God, the more we realize we are 
unable to provide what we need. He gave us life, and He must sustain us 
through every ordained day. Our prayers, for ourselves and others, continually 
remind us that He is God and we are not. So when we ask, seek and knock and 
it feels like He doesn’t answer, it might be time to change our focus. When the 
answer you want doesn’t come, stop asking for relief and ask the Lord to reveal 
His will. Stop seeking your desired resolution and resolve to trust God no matter 
what. Instead of trying to beat down God’s door, ask Him to knock down 
anything that is standing in the way of His rule and reign in your life.  

    Like any great parent, your Heavenly Father loves you and knows exactly 
what you need before you even ask. What we all need at each and every 
moment is more and more of Him. As you ask, seek and knock, don’t forget to 
desire the Giver more than His gifts.   



Tuesday – Grandma’s Prayers 
By Cathy Slusser 

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.”  
Romans 12:12 

    Some of my mother’s family is coming into town for a reunion. One of our 
activities will be to go back and visit the house where my maternal grandparents 
lived on Ware’s Creek in Bradenton. My dad’s father built it for my maternal 
grandparents when they retired. The house holds many memories of both sets 
of grandparents.  

    My grandmothers were two very different women, with some commonalities. 
My Grandmother Pace was short and round. She loved reading, writing, 
gardening and sewing and passed those interests to me. One of her greatest 
loves was making baby blankets and clothes to give away to women in need. 
Grandma believed that every baby should have something pretty and new to 
wear home from the hospital. When she was in her twenties, her fiancé died in 
the 1918 influenza outbreak. She left Alabama and went to work in Washington, 
DC thinking she would never marry. She connected with her fiancé’s cousin, 
they fell in love and he became my grandfather. Eventually, they had three 
children and six grandchildren and retired to the house on Ware’s Creek where 
my grandmother grew roses, azaleas and passion vine.  

    My Grandmother Bayless was taller and thinner. Her expertise was in cooking 
and baking. I still use many of her recipes to feed my family – country fried steak 
and gravy, chicken casserole, sour cream pound cake. Grandma Bayless’ oldest 
son, my dad’s brother, died in a plane crash in Brazil in the 1960s. She never 
fully recovered from the loss but relished the time she had left with her 
remaining family including six grandchildren. She lived on Anna Maria and was 
one of the founders of Island Baptist Church.  

    In addition to (or perhaps, because of) having some tragedy in their lives, my 
grandmothers had a strong belief in prayer and hope for the future. Many times 
when my life was difficult, I felt it was their prayers that brought me through, and 
I was as sad about losing their support in prayer as I was about their passing. 
When my Grandmother Bayless was confined to a bed in a nursing home, she 
sometimes felt useless until she remembered that she could still pray. Some of 
those prayers are just now coming to fruition twenty years after her death. It is 
never too late to make an impact on someone’s life! Who is on your prayer list? 

    Read Romans 12. Make a list of all the dos and don’ts that Paul describes as 
“marks of a Christian.” How can you apply this list to your own life? Plan how 
you will put Romans 12:12 to work in your life and relationships today.   

  



Wednesday – We All Need Protection 
By Nick Molick 

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who 
are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!” Matthew 23:37 

    In the above verse, we read how our Lord wanted to gather His chosen 
people and protect them in an infinitely more powerful way. A way that mimicked 
a mother hen. Jesus was conveying to us that He desperately wanted to offer 
His gift of salvation to the unbelieving masses throughout Israel. Christ models 
love along with patience, long-suffering, mercy, grace, intercession and 
discipline in prayer. All of these attributes we see in women in our lives, and for 
some of us, including me, we see them in the mothers we have been blessed to 
have. 

    Christ’s love, patience and intercession are things we can at times rely upon 
from afar or even see in print and then go on about our day. However, when we 
are confronted with some of these attributes in our mothers or wives we see 
Jesus modeled right before us. I admittedly have tested the limits of all of these 
traits with my mother, and in retrospect, I know she had to be in fervent prayer 
just to survive all the challenges I presented to her. I am thankful for the 
patience and hope she passed along to me as I interact with my family, even 
though they present no challenges compared to my formative years.  

    From behind the parental veil, I have seen these traits exhibited by my wife 
who is an incredible mother to our two sons. I have been blessed to witness her 
show loving-kindness to those entrusted with our children’s care and education, 
and I have seen her exhibit the kind of advocacy and intercession on their behalf 
that any of us would be blessed to have. The modeling of Jesus in one of the 
scenarios where she carried this advocacy out led to a great change in both the 
education and growth of both of our sons, and without her steadfastly holding to 
what she knew to be right, things would be markedly different for all of my family 
right now. Tina’s fervent protection of the path of her children reflected the same 
love Christ has for us, He wants to make our ways straight and train our eyes 
upon Him.  

    I have been blessed by my own Mother who introduced me to the Church and 
prayed it would become a vital part of my life. Also I have been heartened and 
awed by the strength, love and grace that my wife has shown and continues to 
show as a mother and wife. With me and the two boys (Brett 18 and J.D. 16) in 
the same house, just by our very nature, we test her on all of the 
aforementioned attributes. But after this Mother’s Day let us not forget the 
wonderful and powerful women in our lives. Let us thank God for the influence 
they have on the men and boys that they have in their midst.  

    Read Matthew 19:19. In what ways has society told us that we do not need to 
follow these eternal truths? What has the affect been of this thinking?  



Thursday – Helpless Praying 
By Amy Pilson 

“O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer 
of your servants who delight to fear your name, and give success to your 

servant today and grant him mercy in the sight of this man.” Nehemiah 1:11 

    One of the hardest things about being a wife and mother is praying for 

someone other than yourself with no ability to affect the outcome in any way. My 

prayer life has intensified and grown while praying for my child and my husband. 

Watching them struggle wanting answers, needing healing, needing sales, 

needing to be selected for the team, seeking God’s will, dealing with injustice, 

etc. and not being able to do anything about it was difficult. Very difficult.  

    Over the years I have learned that being specific is relatively important in 

some things. You see, God desires to receive the glory for what He does. When 

we are very generic there is more likelihood that individuals will consider an 

answer to be more of a coincidence. When we are specific, however, and the 

answer matches each specific detail, the odds are too great for it to be a 

coincidence; even if it is just you who is aware of it.  

    I feel the Lord gave me the scripture above to use as I pray for my husband in 

his work. He knows that I pray this prayer for him. As with most people, there 

are some days that I don’t always get to pray the way or as much as I’d want. 

But God had been answering when I had been praying. It was odd because the 

way I’d know is that he’d comment, “You’ve been praying again haven’t you?” I 

went with him on one of his business trips, and I had been praying that he would 

have a contract before we left town. I had shared this with him. It hadn’t come in 

and hadn’t come in. We were sitting in the airport waiting to board, and he 

checked his email and the signed agreement was there!  

    We always pray that His will be done and there are times we wonder why He 

doesn’t respond right away, or why He says no. But we have learned that the 

more we pray and the more we pray specifically, the more we are aware of His 

answers when they come. And honestly, we are more moved that He has taken 

an interest in such details in our lives. Don’t be afraid to be specific. He already 

knows the desires of our hearts. He knows the words we speak before we speak 

them. (Psalm 139:2, 139:23) 

    Read Genesis 25:21 about Isaac praying for his wife. What is your specific 

prayer today?  



Friday – A Handshake 
By Keith Thomas 

“How much more will the heavenly Father give  
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?” Luke 11:13 

    The flyer read, "Know Your Customer; How to Read a Handshake." The 
headline captured my attention for a workshop offered by the local Chamber of 
Commerce. I was intrigued by the thought of “reading” a handshake, so I signed 
up. 
    The workshop was very informative. I learned that my handshake was similar 
to Lee Iacocca’s. My handshake says that I’m a purposeful, no nonsense leader, 
and someone who wants to get to the “bottom line” in negotiations. Other 
handshakes demonstrated were “The Twister,” “The Puller,” “The Pusher,” and 
of course, “The Preacher” (shaking with both hands).   
    My mom and dad trained me in this form of communication at an early age. 
"Strong and firm, son; always look them in the eye" were their instructions. It 
was considered basic etiquette, a heritage per se. Something handed down 
from generation to generation, but more than just a greeting. A handshake said 
a lot about who you were, and how much you cared for the other person.  
    Handshakes can be memorable events. Maybe you’ve had an opportunity to 
shake the hand of a world leader, a famous celebrity, or received a high five 
from a sports hero. Maybe you remember the first time you held your 
sweetheart’s hand as you walked down the beach, or the first time your newborn 
child wrapped their little fingers around yours. It’s beautiful how we connect with 
others in this way.  
    I have fond memories of my grandfather, my mother’s dad, as our family 
would hold hands in a circle and pray. His prayers were sweet and heartfelt, but 
the thing I remember most was holding his hand while we prayed. During the 
prayer his hand would be constantly squeezing mine. It was a loving, gentle, 
tender squeeze. Multiple hand hugs, if you will, that said, “I’m here for you, I 
care for you, I love you.” It was never distracting; always reassuring. The longer 
the prayer, the more hand hugs I received. I’m not sure if she realizes it, but my 
mom does the same thing. It seems the hand hug squeeze has been passed 
down.  
    In Luke 11:1-13 we see Jesus passing down instructions to his disciples on 
persistent prayer. My mom has been a persistent prayer warrior on my behalf for 
nearly fifty-two years. Her hand hugs, her neck hugs, and her prayer hugs have 
always said, “I’m here for you, I care for you, I love you.” Mom, thank you for 
loving me, and thank you for passing down a heritage of love for our Heavenly 
Father.  
    Reread this week’s passage and consider what your prayer life says about 
your relationship with your Heavenly Father. Are your prayers about connecting 
Him, reaching out and clinging to His hand? Are you missing out on the chance 
for Him to hug you, guide you and love you? Take time today to stop and pray.  



Weekend – Chasing God 
By Kel Cunard 

“When the people saw that Moses delayed…” Exodus 32:1 

    We all want to know God. This desire is wired into our souls and leaves a void 
that calls out to be filled. So we start chasing after God, trying to find something 
to satisfy our constant craving. And yet, our world is filled with people who have 
chased after different gods in countless ways and have never found peace. 
Even in the Church today, we are often more enamored with the things God 
made that the One who created them. If we’re not careful, we might find 
ourselves chasing the wrong god.  
    The great pastor A.W. Tozer once wrote, “O God, I have tasted Thy 
goodness, and it has both satisfied me and made me thirsty for more. I am 
painfully conscious of my need for further grace. I am ashamed of my lack of 
desire. O God, the Triune God, I want to want Thee; I long to be filled with 
longing; I thirst to be made more thirsty still.” Read Exodus 32 and join us this 
Sunday as we start a new series and discover how Chasing God can help us 
find lasting satisfaction that leaves us longing for more.  
 
  

Pray for the World: Congo-DRC 
   The Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire) contains most of the Congo 
River system and much of the vast Central African rainforest. The country has 
endured much turmoil and hardship, but the 13 million Evangelical Christians (less 
than 20 percent of population) have been a source of hope in dark times.  
   The Church’s social impact has grown, since it has emerged as the only viable 
national structure to endure in the general social, political and economic collapse of 
the country. Despite the destruction of countless churches and ministry buildings, 
only the Church has plugged the gap left by a failed state in terms of caring for the 
many needs in this broken land. In the much-needed area of peacemaking and 
reconciliation, Christians and churches lead the way for a new start to a land that 
desperately needs one. The powerful spiritual evil that presides over much of the 
land manifests in many ways, beyond mere civil wars, killing, tribalism, greed and 
corruption. Systematic rape, unspeakable mutilation and brutality, cannibalism, 
witchcraft and occult practices are evil enough. Practicing them against children as 
well as accusing tens of thousands of children of witchcraft (often as a pretext for 
abuse and abandonment) defies comprehension. That these horrors are so 
endemic in a land with over 90% professing Christians is baffling, heart-rending and 
a call to spiritual warfare. Cry out for God to deliver this land, binding the spirits that 
exercise such wicked control over the suffering people. (taken from 
operationworld.org)  

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 114 and 
consider the fact that the One who makes the earth tremble also loves us with an 
everlasting love.  
 



  



 


