
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – May 15, 2016 
Chasing God: 

Chasing the Wrong Image  
Exodus 32 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 

 What words come to mind when you think about God?  

 How do your circumstances impact your view of God’s goodness? When life is 
difficult, how would the words you use to describe Him change? 

 How would you define idolatry?  

 Why do you think the Israelites wanted Aaron 
to build them an idol? What could this look 
like in our lives? 

 What idols are tolerated (even accepted) in 
the Church today? 

 What idols have you identified in your life? 
What can you do this week to tear them down 
and make sure you are truly pursuing God?

Bible Reading Plan 

2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  
OT, NT & Poetry: Week 20 

 Monday
 Leviticus 27 

 Mark 10:1-16 

 Psalm 78:11-26 

 Tuesday 
 Numbers 1:1-46 

 Mark 10:17-34 

 Psalm 78:27-46 

 Wednesday 
 Numbers 1:47-2:34 

 Mark 10:35-52 

 Psalm 78:47-57 

 Thursday 
 Numbers 3:1-39 

 Mark 11:1-11 

 Psalm 78:58-72 

 Friday 
 Numbers 3:40-4:17 

 Mark 11:12-26 

 Psalm 79 



Monday – Chasing God 
By Kel Cunard 

“The people gathered themselves together to Aaron and said to him, 
‘Up, make us gods who shall go before us.’” Exodus 32:1 

    At this moment, there are more than 7.3 billion souls on the planet. More than 

six billion claim to belong to one of 19 major world religions which are subdivided 

into 270 large religious groups. If you count every sect, denomination and faction, 

some estimate there are more than 4,000 world religions. Even those who claim 

no religious affiliation hold varying beliefs regarding some supreme being or 

universal spirit. No matter our country or creed, we are all looking for something.  

    Every person who has ever lived has been confronted by a God-shaped hole 

in their hearts. All of creation cries out that there is a God, but pursuing the things 

of earth have not led people to lasting peace. They have chased after an answer 

to their souls’ deepest need in countless ways, but many, if not most, have failed 

to find satisfaction. The Lord described this pattern through the Apostle Paul in 

Romans 1. 

   For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has 

shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and 

divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 

world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For 

although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to 

him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were 

darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory 

of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and 

animals and creeping things. (Romans 1:19-23, ESV) 

    If we have grown up in the Church, we tend to read this passage and apply it 

to all the other religions, those who worship creation rather than the Creator. We 

aren’t likely to bow down to our housecat, and even though I love a good steak, 

I’ve never felt the need to worship a cow. However, I believe this pattern is present 

in the Church today. We exchange the glory of God for idols of earth. Pastor Tim 

Keller, in his book Counterfeit Gods says an idol is anything that is “more 

important to you than God… An idol is whatever you look at and say, in your heart 

of hearts, ‘If I have that, then I’ll feel my life has meaning, then I’ll know I have 

value, then I’ll feel significant and secure.’” 

    While we may never bow down to graven image, we can chase after a flawed 

image of God. Our idols can take many forms. Whether it is power or approval, 

comfort or achievement, many things of this earth can become the focus of our 

worship. If we are chasing anything other than the one true God, not for what He 

can give us but just for who He is, we are chasing and worshiping an idol. And 

this is not something the Lord takes lightly. As we begin our Chasing God series, 

read Exodus 32 and see what happened when the people of God took their eyes 

off Him.   



Tuesday – Chasing What We Make 
By Nick Molick 

“Our fathers refused to obey him, but thrust him aside, and in their hearts they 
turned to Egypt, saying to Aaron, 'Make for us gods who will go before us…’ 

 And they made a calf in those days, and offered a sacrifice to the idol and were 
rejoicing in the works of their hands.” Acts 7:39-41 

    Throughout the Bible we see stories where God is zealous and jealous for the 

glory of His name. When we consider them, it should not surprise us that God 

reacts in perfect justice when we unrepentantly worship something other than our 

Creator. The issues we have in our fleshly reactions to some of these stories lets 

us know we are not any different. Consider the story of Nadab and Abhiu in 

Leviticus 10. These sons of Aaron of the tribe of Levi (God’s chosen priests) got 

some basic things wrong and offered God some strange fire in their worship in 

the temple and in return God struck them dead. On the outside this might seem 

to our earthly attitudes that this punishment does not fit the crime, but when we 

look at this the way we are commanded to we see a God who takes His 

commands and His holiness dangerously serious. 

    The fact that Aaron’s sons, who were familiar with the early church ordinances 

and laws, still got things wrong should give us some pause. What does that mean 

for us in current day America which seems so far off from anything closely 

resembling this situation? It means everything! Not only who we worship is vitally 

important but also how we worship is of equal importance. God gave specific 

instructions to His temple priests as to what they were to do and not do. Nadab 

and Abhiu clearly broke those rules and offered before God something not 

sanctified, not of God. When we worship we need to have a tenderness of soul 

that brings us to the end of ourselves. God is a loving father but He is also eternally 

Holy and righteous. Our minds try to disconnect these two facts. “How can a loving 

father send people to hell?” we ask. Well, He doesn’t we send ourselves there, as 

D.A. Carson put in his book “How Long O Lord”, “Do you really want nothing but 

totally effective, instantaneous justice? Then go to hell”.  

    The story of Nadab and Abihu mirrors the story of Exodus 32 in this way, the 

gathering at the base of the mountain (in the Greek ekklesia-church) decided to 

make their own God or at the very least their own form of worship that all went 

against God’s law. The flippant way Nadab and Abhiu went about their calling, 

service and worship was born of their own making. The caution for us is when we 

chase something of our own making we finish poorly. When we seek the one true 

God in the way He has called us to, with a contrite heart and spirit and recognition 

of our desperate need for Him, then our God is worshipped. Let the theme of John 

Piper’s “Desiring God” ministry ring true in us when it says, “God is most glorified 

when we are most satisfied in Him.” Let us be satisfied in Him and Him alone. 

    Read Exodus 20:1-3 In what ways do you end up having other gods in your 

life? What steps can you take right now to spiritually win that battle? 

  



Wednesday – Soul Mate 
By Amy Pilson 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart  
and with all your soul and with all your might.” Deuteronomy 6:5 

    For a very long time I longed for a husband. I wanted that happiness that being 

with your soul mate is supposed to bring. (More on this in a minute.) I have spoken 

to a lot of married women who tell me that they are truly in love but there are 

things that are missing. As women we want our husband or boyfriend to know 

what we want without us having to tell them. For 

whatever reason, they just can’t seem to read our 

minds. I have also spoken to many men who have said 

that they want their wife to look at them and feel about 

them that they are the best in the room. They can’t 

figure out why we don’t say the words they long to 

hear.  Both sexes want to please the other and yet it 

seems that no matter how hard we try we just can’t 

seem to make them as happy as we want.  

    For some time I struggled with this. Did it mean that I just hadn’t found the right 

person? Maybe I just didn’t know the other person as well as I thought. I started 

looking at the verse in Gen. 3:16 a little more closely. God’s words were, “To the 

woman he said, I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall 

bring forth children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over 

you.” I began to think that God cursed us with a desire for our husbands that would 

never be quite satisfied. But why? 

    There are six places in scripture that helps us with the answer as to why.  Six 

times scripture refers to God as a “jealous God.” Isn’t that the root of what 

happened in the Garden of Eden? Eve wanted more than God; more than what 

God allowed; to be more like God. God wants our desire to be for Him above all 

else. The scripture above takes on a different meaning when we read, “love the 

Lord your God with ALL your HEART” (emphasis mine). Could it be that we are 

loving our husband/wife or boyfriend/girlfriend more than we are loving God? Are 

we wanting that special man or woman to be our soul mate when God wants to 

have that place of honor? When we allow God to become the lover of our soul, 

He will bring that right person along or help us in our relationships. Who holds that 

place of honor in your life? 

    Read Psalm 42:1-2, Psalm 84:2 and Isa. 26:8-9. Are you able to claim these 

prayers as your own?  

Did it mean 
that I just 

hadn’t found 
the right 

person? 



Thursday – Fatherly Opinions 
By Cathy Slusser 

“As far as the east is from the west,  
so far does he remove our transgressions from us.”  Psalm 103:12 

    Our family reunion was a great success with people coming from Texas, North 

Carolina, Massachusetts, Washington, DC and Florida’s east coast. I saw cousins 

that I hadn’t seen since our last family reunion in 1991. How amazing it was to 

look into someone else’s deep blue eyes and see your own peeking out.  

    We talked about the “Pace stomach” and compared remedies. We marveled at 

the longevity of our marriages in an age when marriages, like water bottles, are 

disposable. We compared quilt patterns, travel plans and books. The Pace affinity 

for sewing, travelling and reading was obviously passed down through 

generations. We all had so much in common despite the places we have lived 

and the circumstances that molded us. However, it interested me that one thing 

we disagreed upon was our memories of our shared patriarch.  

    Some remember Granddaddy Pace as being stern, grumpy and critical. He was 

as exacting as the instruments he used in his engineering profession. They 

recalled being sent back to do a task a second or third time if it was not completed 

to his specifications.  

    I don’t have those memories. From the time I learned to walk, I remember 

holding my grandfather’s hand as he escorted me to “see something new.” We 

walked on the beach and looked for shells, under the trees to look at birds. He 

showed me flowers, stars and beautiful creations. Then, we went home where he 

let me sit and read for hours without interruptions. I remember his attendance at 

my school performances, his encouragement and his love. I never thought of him 

as a gruff taskmaster. He was my granddaddy, yet my family has such different 

opinions about him.  

    Sometimes, I hear people talking about God the same way. They think God 

stalks them with a lightning bolt when they get out of line. He keeps a list of their 

transgressions; His love is based on performance and not grace. Our relationship 

with our earthly father can impact our relationship with God. If we had an absent 

or demanding father, we might have trouble accepting a loving, generous God.  

No matter how our earthly father or grandfather shaped our lives, our image of 

God needs to be one not of our own making, but based upon what the Bible says 

about Him and our own personal relationship with Him. What is your image of 

God? Read Psalm 103 and see if yours matches the image painted by King David.  

  



Friday – God is God 
By Mackenzie Ridenour 

“Whoever is for the Lord, come to me…” Exodus 32:26 

    Our relationship with God cannot solely be based on a feeling or emotion – not 

solely based on what can be seen or unseen. But also based on the truth of the 

nature of who God is through scripture. Just like the Israelites in Exodus 32, it is 

easy to be swayed from the truth of God and accept the lies of false teaching. It 

is easy to get swept up in the prosperity of the gospel and focus solely on the 

blessings of God while forgetting the glory and majesty of God. It is very possible 

to make God into a soft, timid, fulfill all your needs, fits-perfectly-into-your-little-

box kind of guy. However, God is God. Even though He is compassionate, loving, 

and forgiving, He is also mighty, powerful, wrathful, and just. Yes, He is faithful to 

extend grace, but that does not mean that as His people we have the freedom to 

live a life in contradiction to how His word has instructed us as believers to live.  

    When Jesus died God’s grace was given to us as a gift. However, I believe it is 

possible to abuse the gift of grace. When we choose to disobey and to live a life 

that takes pleasure in the things that Jesus was slaughtered on the cross to save 

us from, do you think God just shrugs and nods his head sheepishly? Do you think 

He is sitting in Heaven thinking “aw shucks there goes Mackenzie, shoplifting 

again, she’s so cute.” NO! Although He takes delight in us, His people, He is also 

hurt and infuriated when we make the choice to deliberately disobey His word. 

    The Israelites messed up big time. They forgot about the Lord and instead 

made up an idol to worship instead. God immediately seethed with anger. “I have 

seen these people,” the Lord said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked people. 

Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may 

destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.” 

    After Moses pleaded with the Lord to have mercy on the people, He extended 

grace towards them. Moses asked who was for the Lord and had them rally 

around, and then under God’s instruction, they killed the people who were against 

God (verses 25-29). The Lord offered forgiveness and allowed His people to turn 

back to Him, however, those who chose to rebel were put to death.  

    Yes. God is gracious, but God is also just. One thing that He always convicts 

me of is what I choose to worship and prioritize. Will it be the way that I speak, 

my friends, the activities that I take part in, my fiancé, or my Savior Jesus? There 

is only enough room in my heart to fully worship one, and His Holy Spirit is 

constantly reminding me to strip out the things that I am worshipping above Him 

and remember what I am on this planet for. The glory and growth of His kingdom 

on earth. It’s not easy, and I constantly fail at this. But over time I’ve learned to 

listen to the convictions of His Spirit and ask God to cut out whatever is in me that 

is against Him. That’s a hard prayer to pray, and it hurts when God faithfully 

answers it. But it’s worth it. 

    Take time this morning to repent to God for putting other idols before Him, or 

for using grace as an excuse to purposefully live the life of an unbeliever. Set 

aside moments to read His scripture and meditate on His word, and ask that He 

transforms your heart and mind as more of His truth and glory is revealed to you.  



Weekend – Real Rest 
By Kel Cunard 

“My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” Exodus 33:14 

    It was a quiet night in the Wells house, until unexpected chaos rained down 

from the sky. Bob Wells, the owner of a home not far from the Roche Harbor Air 

Strip near Harbor, WA, was sound asleep along with his six children aged fifteen 

months to nine years. At 11:50 pm, a single engine aircraft which experienced 

trouble on take-off clipped the roof of the Wells home with the right wing just above 

the three bedrooms where the children slept. The plane then crashed into the 

driveway and exploded. The children were unharmed and the damage to the 

home was repairable, but something about that crash was remarkable: in spite of 

all the bedlam, the children slept through the whole thing.  

    Don’t you wish you could sleep like that? We are wired to require rest, but the 

chaos unfolding around us often keeps it at bay. As we try in vain to nod off, we 

wonder why God doesn’t quiet the storms long enough for us to catch our breath. 

As our frustration grows, our faith shrinks and we slowly but surely slip farther 

away from our Heavenly Father. But what if the rest we need is not found in the 

absence of storms but in the presence of God? As we continue our Chasing God 

series, read Exodus 33 and join us this weekend as we discover the source of the 

real rest we have always needed.    

  

Pray for the World: Costa Rica 
   The Republic of Costa Rica is an agriculturally and ecologically rich land that 

straddles the Central American isthmus. Fifteen percent of the nation’s 4.6 million 

people are Evangelical Christians.  

   Evangelical churches lose almost as many as they gather. Many unattached 

evangelicals and many more “ex-evangelicals” have returned to the Catholic Church 

or given up on religion altogether. The following causes need to be addressed in 

prayer: a) A failure to disciple converts. Most Costa Rican churches are good at 

reaching out and winning “converts”, but they fail in raising them in godly lifestyles 

and biblical knowledge. When times get difficult, spiritually stunted Christians either 

fall away or migrate to a different church. b) Pastors are under-resourced, usually 

surviving on minimal incomes and without strong teams to help in their work. This 

generally leads to a failure to provide solid pastoral care for struggling believers, 

which in turn leads to members drifting away. c) Rivalry and divisions among and 

within denominations and congregations disillusion many. Pray for a spirit of unity 

and love to prevail. d) Rigid legalism and failure to enculturate the gospel forced 

alien forms of faith and culture onto Costa Rican Christianity. Pray for dynamic and 

culturally appropriate churches to spring forth. (Taken from operationworld.org) 

 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 115 and ask 

the Lord to reveal any ways you are seeking your own glory.  



  



 


