
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – September 4, 2016 
Character: 

Character Can Be Risky 
Daniel 1 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 36 

 Monday 
• Judges 3:12-4:24 
• Luke 15:11-32 
• Psalm 133-134 

 Tuesday 
• Judges 5 
• Luke 16:1-13 
• Psalm 135 

 Wednesday 
• Judges 6 
• Luke 16:14-31 
• Psalm 136:1-13 

 Thursday 
• Judges 7 
• Luke 17:1-19 
• Psalm 136:14-26 

 Friday 
• Judges 8 
• Luke 17:20-37 
• Psalm 137-138 

Discussion Questions 
• What areas of our culture seem to lack character? Why do these areas 

specifically annoy you? 

• If people generally want to do the right thing (act with character), then why do we 
seem to so often fail? 

• Review the story of Daniel: What was being taken away from Daniel and his 
friends in the new country? What were they 
being asked to do? What were they 
potentially giving up?  

• What was the benefit of the risk Daniel and 
his friends took? What criteria do you use in 
determining if the risk is worth the reward 
when it comes to character? 

• Are you facing a dilemma in your life where 
you have to choose between doing the right 
thing and doing the easy thing? With whom 
can you discuss this decision? 



Monday – No One Said It Would Be Easy 
By Kel Cunard 

“And God gave Daniel favor…” Daniel 1:9 

    Some assembly required. This seemingly innocent phrase lies in the fine print 
of infomercials and product packaging. Even when you manage to see these 
misleading words, you trust the new item will come with clear instructions. 
Unfortunately, I am probably not the only one who’s had to repent after “some 
assembly” became hours of missing pieces, cryptic instructions and mounting 
frustration.  
    The Lord has made our instructions for living quite clear. The Bible may be 
lengthy, but it speaks with clarity into virtually every area of life. In no uncertain 
terms, God has laid out the parameters of life that will honor Him.  
• Micah 6:8 – “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord 

require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with your God? “ 

• Mark 12:30–31 – “And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 
The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 
other commandment greater than these.” 

• Colossians 1:10 – “…walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to 
him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of 
God.” 

    Just because the right thing is clear doesn’t mean it’s easy. For all the Lord’s 
clarity, He never guaranteed tranquility. Jesus promised His followers anything 
but a calm life. “You will be hated by all for my name’s sake” (Mark 13:13) and 
people will “hate… exclude… mock… and curse you.” (Luke 6:22) The members 
of the early church were so familiar with the pains of obedience, James 
reminded them to “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various 
kinds.”  
    When we discover that doing the right thing is rarely the easy thing, we join a 
great cloud of witnesses who have followed Christ no matter the costs. Our 
current culture does not embrace our God or His word. Just as Jesus promised, 
the world hates us because we are known by His name. However, if we are 
completely honest, today’s Christians have collectively given the world far too 
many reasons to hate us, reasons that look nothing like Jesus. But we won’t 
make things right by embracing the wrong things. We won’t fix our relationship 
with the world by damaging our relationship with God. No one said living for 
Christ would be easy, but we will not make it any easier by conforming to the 
whims of the world.  
    Read Daniel 1. Our contemporary conditions make Daniel’s ancient story 
remarkably relevant. His character in the face of intense opposition and 
persecution is a reminder of not only God’s clear instructions but also His faithful 
provision. When we stand up for Him, we never stand alone. Just as He has 
clearly told us what to do, and warned us it would not be easy, the Lord also 
promised to never abandon us. “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” (Joshua 
1:5) Do you believe Him? Does the character of your life confirm your beliefs?  
  



Tuesday – Worth the Risk 
By Amy Pilson 

“And he said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come,  
but woe to the one through whom they come!” Luke 17:1 

    Funny how God works. When I first read about the topic for the next series I 
was sitting in Wendy’s drive thru. (No I didn’t get the unhealthy salad and I didn’t 
get the baconator either – what I did get still wasn’t good for me. I shouldn’t 
have been there at all.) So I figured this devotional would be easy to write about 
denying one’s self in order to do what is right. Then I read Chapter 1 of Daniel 
and something else jumped off of the page at me.  

    We focus on Daniel giving up the food he was offered and how that was doing 
the right thing. It wasn’t that difficult for them to want to stick to the diet they 
were accustomed to. Most of us know the story well. What stood out to me was 
the chief of the eunuchs. When asked by Daniel to be allowed not to partake of 
the king’s food, he could have – and almost did – say no. His job and his very 
life were on the line. He was being asked to take a very big risk.  

    James 4:17 tells us “Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and 
does not do it, to him it is sin.” For the chief, this wasn’t such a big deal but for 
us it can be. Some of us may be scratching our heads at how this could apply to 
our lives. Well, think about the child that wants to pursue a technical career such 
as welding or auto mechanic rather than go to college. What about that young 
couple who wants to move with your grandchild to a foreign country to serve as 
missionaries? Think about the spouse who wants to change jobs or careers 
after being in one place for so long.  

    If we are in those situations it is easy for our own desires (lives) to take front 
and center. We will miss the grandkids. We may feel that a college education 
would be best for our child. We may fear the financial implications if there is a 
job or career change. We can and often do allow our thoughts and opinions to 
overshadow what the Lord might be leading the other person to do. But if we 
know we are supposed to allow God to lead and guide and the others feel 
strongly that God is leading them in this choice, then isn’t letting them go the 
right thing to do? We don’t really want to be the reason that they were 
disobedient to God do we? 

    This right thing isn’t easy at all. We may have to support a loved one putting 
his life on the line daily. It may mean danger. It might mean fewer visits. It could 
be a life different than what we had imagined. But isn’t it all worth it if God is 
glorified in the result?  

    Spend some time reading 1 Samuel 1 and what Hannah sacrificed to bring 
God glory. 



 

Wednesday – The First Step 
By Kel Cunard 

“As for these four youths, God gave them learning and skill in all literature and 
wisdom, and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.” Daniel 1:17 

    Sometimes the first step is the hardest. A typical novel contains 75,000 
words, but the writer’s first sentence can be the most elusive. When you know 
you need to get back in shape, the most difficult step might be your first step 
away from the refrigerator. I’ve never been skydiving, but I imagine the first step 
is a doozy.  
    To cover the gap between where we are and where we need to be, we have 
to take a first step. The same is true in the area of obedience. When we realize 
that our ways don’t align with God’s will, something has to change. Either our 
heart will harden, or our lives will conform. There is no in between. This moment 
of decision is complicated when the right thing is not easy to do. 
    There will be times in life when our obedience will be costly, moments when 
doing what God wants will put us at odds with everyone around us. There will 
also be moments when the circumstances God allows into our lives feel like 
more than we can bear. We know He is faithful. We believe He will never leave 
us or forsake us, but our first step toward obedience or trouble can be the 
hardest.  
    When we are called to take a difficult step, the Lord rarely gives us the 
strength before we need it. To experience His strength, we must express our 
faith with one small step. In his book, Against the Flow, Oxford professor John 
Lennox shares his encounter with a Russian believer who endured years in a 
Siberian prison for the crime of teaching his children about the Bible. Lennox 
writes: 

   He described to me that he had seen things that no man should ever 
have to see. I listened, thinking how little I really knew about life, and 
wondering how I would have fared under his circumstances. As if he had 
read my thoughts, he suddenly said: "You couldn't cope with that, could 
you?" Embarrassed, I stumbled out something like: "No, I am sure you are 
right." He then grinned and said: "Nor could I! I was a man who fainted at 
the sight of his own blood, let alone that of others. But what I discovered in 
the camp was this: God does not help us to face theoretical situations but 
real ones. Like you I couldn't imagine how one could cope in the Gulag. 
But once there I found that God met me, exactly as Jesus had promised 
his disciples when he was preparing them for victimization and 
persecution. 

    Daniel faced a decision between the easy way and the right way. He had to 
choose between the approval of man and his obedience to God. He didn’t know 
how his leap of faith would turn out until he experienced the Lord’s faithfulness 
on the other side. What first steps are you facing today? Do you believe God will 
meet you with His strength and love on the other side of your obedience?  
    Read Luke 12:22-34 and remember: The God who calls you to take a difficult 
first step will give you what you need when you need it.    



Thursday – Be a Square Peg in a Round Hole 
By Nick Molick 

“Do not be conformed to this world…” Romans 12:2 

    The book of Daniel is replete with examples of the faithful followers of God 
standing for what He commanded in the face of the most difficult of 
circumstances. When we read these stories we need to have our minds drawn 
to the question of why God is telling us this story and what does it mean for us 
today? We need to be thinking of these because God’s word does not return 
void; it has an effect and a purpose on our lives today.  So as Daniel and his 
fellow sojourners were existing in exile they had a chance to be an example to 
the Hebrew people. They had an opportunity to stand up and be the people God 
had called them to be.  
    Given what is going on in our society today we may feel at times as if we are 
the ones in exile in a foreign land rather than Daniel and his compatriots. In the 
last several years, we have repeatedly seen the things that were once 
championed as the God-given standard for living are now castigated as 
something unholy and fully against the social norm. This type of moral reversal 
is achieved after several moral shifts; these moral shifts occurred when the 
people of God and the Church did not rise up and say “no further” to the 
encroaching societal norms. The church of Christ is not called to be pliable to 
modern day society. Instead, it is called to be a stake in the ground for things 
that are true and holy, that are put before us by Holy Scripture for the flourishing 
of our kind. But alas, truth has given way to Pilate’s question of “what is truth?”  
Look at the items we have allowed culture to redefine in a generation; freedom, 
democracy, race, gender, equality, justice, peace, marriage, faith, God, 
spirituality and the list goes on longer than I have space here. The theme being 
that the things God has plainly and powerfully laid out for us in scripture are not 
for us to redefine at a later date. That is not how any of this works. God’s word is 
eternal and His plan for our flourishing is in our best interest. 
    Daniel was exiled and immersed in a culture that stripped him and his friends 
of everything they held as right and good and true. But in spite of the adversity, 
they stood and took a respectful yet powerful stand at the risk of their very lives. 
Why would they take that bold risk? Why would they rise up against the societal 
norm of the Babylonians? Because Daniel and his friends wanted to be true and 
obedient to their God. This was not the god of the day or the god of the current 
time. They were seeking to please the One True Living God.  
    We should live as they did, as a people who seek to please God with the 
same type of fervor in the face of great and growing adversity. Because we 
know the challenges are here and growing, we as a church need to be growing 
and ready because the threat is all too real. 
    Read Romans 12:1-2. How can you ready yourself and your family to stand 
for biblical truth in the face of growing societal adversity? In what ways can you 
give hope to other believers who are struggling during this time?  



Friday – A Knock at the Door 
By Kel Cunard 

“Daniel answered the king and said, ‘No wise men…  
can show to the king the mystery that the king has asked.’” Daniel 2:27 

    Imagine you get a knock at your door. You aren’t expecting anyone, and 
since it’s not Saturday, you’re pretty sure it’s not the Jehovah’s Witnesses. You 
look through the peephole and see a pair of official-looking, uniformed men. 
With your heart beating just a bit faster, you answer the door and immediately 
regret that you did. 
    The men are there to arrest you and take you for immediate execution. You 
haven’t done anything wrong. You just happen to live in a country where the 
king had a bad dream and none of the wisest men could reveal its contents or 
unravel its meaning. And since your business card says “Wise Man of the King’s 
Court,” today is not your day. 
    That is what faced Daniel the morning after King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream 
wrecked his night. Read Daniel 2:1-16. The king would not be satisfied with just 
any ordinary dream interpretation; a request he had repeatedly made of his 
kingdom’s wise men. No, this time he wanted his smartest servants to read his 
mind. He demanded they not only tell him the meaning but the storyline of his 
undeclared nightmare. When Daniel answered his door, he was confronted by 
his impending death and the impossibility of his only way out.  
    Daniel was a man of character. He had already proven his commitment to 
God by refusing to defile himself with the king’s food. An obedient Jew did not 
eat such things. Nevertheless, Daniel’s obedience didn’t seem to be making any 
difference on this day. He faced death unless he could do the impossible. And in 
a moment like that, there is nowhere to turn but to God. Read Daniel 2:17-45. 
    We tend to assume that a good life produces good results. If we will do what 
God wants, He will give us what we want. I have not found that to be true in my 
life, and the life of Daniel seems to confirm it. Daniel wasn’t doing anything 
wrong when the executioners knocked on his door, but there were great results 
on the other side of this awful circumstance. 
    When Daniel turned to God, He came through in a big way. The Lord 
informed Daniel of the contents of the king’s dream and illuminated its meaning. 
This seemingly hopeless moment was orchestrated by God to proclaim His glory 
and pour out blessings upon His servant. Read Daniel 2:46-49. 
    What Daniel heard when he answered his door was anything but good. 
However, the Lord used that moment to bring a king to his knees and His 
servant to the heart of the royal court. When we judge God’s goodness by the 
comfort of the moment, our shortsightedness risks shortchanging God’s glory 
and short-circuiting His blessings. Trust that your Heavenly Father is big 
enough, strong enough and faithful enough to work even the worst of 
circumstances for your good and His glory.   



Weekend – Guaranteed Blessings 
By Kel Cunard 

“When you hear the sound of the horn… you are to fall down and worship the 
golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up.” Daniel 3:5 

    Does obedience guarantee blessings? If you listen to the peddlers of the 
prosperity gospel, you would answer with a resounding Yes! In far too many 
books and sermons, unsuspecting people hear that God exists only to make 
them happy, that His promises are all about their entitlement to more 
possessions, and that Jesus died on the cross, at least in part, to rid them of 
material poverty. From the prosperity perspective, faith is a force we generate 
and prayer is a tool we use to gain leverage with God.  

    All of these stances are not only wrong; they are dangerous. But even those 
of us who shake our fists at this movement can be startled when doing the right 
thing doesn’t immediately make our lives better. In our hearts, we have an 
undeclared assumption: obedience equals blessings. This assumption is the 
reason we scratch our heads and falter in our faith when bad things happen to 
good people – especially us. If doing good doesn’t produce a better life, what’s 
the point? 

    The life of Daniel challenges our assumptions. He consistently did the right 
thing, and yet often seemed to get the wrong results. Standing up for God even 
found him seemingly stranded in a fiery furnace. In preparation for this 
weekend’s sermon, read Daniel 3 and ask yourself, was Daniel blessed for his 
obedience? 
  

Pray for the World: Ghana 
   The West-African Republic of Ghana is home to 24 million people; more than 20 
percent of them are Evangelical Christians. The relative stability of Ghana, while not 
perfect, stands in contrast to the fortunes of its many troubled regional neighbors. 
Ghana is an example of how a multi-ethnic and multi-faith nation in West Africa can 
remain largely at peace. Praise God for this and pray that peace might continue to 
set deeper roots. 
   Christianity has long been established in southern Ghana. About 63% of 
Ghanaians would call themselves Christian, but many have only a tenuous link to a 
church, and attendance figures rarely top 10%. African traditional worldviews and 
practices too often lie beneath a veneer of Christianity; this dual spirituality is the 
greatest challenge to the Church in Ghana. Pray for a decisive break from all 
fetishism and occult bondages, and that true liberty in Jesus is found. (From 
operationworld.org) 
 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 135 and 
take time to praise the One who endures forever.  
 



  



 


