
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – September 11, 2016 
Character: 

Obedience and Blessings 
Daniel 3 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 37 

 Monday 
• Judges 9 
• Luke 18:1-14 
• Psalm 139:1-9 

 Tuesday 
• Judges 10 
• Luke 18:15-30 
• Psalm 139:10-24 

 Wednesday 
• Judges 11 
• Luke 18:31-43 
• Psalm 140 

 Thursday 
• Judges 12-13 
• Luke 19:1-10 
• Psalm 142 

 Friday 
• Judges 14-15 
• Luke 19:11-27 
• Psalm 142 

Discussion Questions 
• What is something you thought was going to be easy but turned out to be 

difficult? Did you stick with it? How did it end? 

• Have you ever done the right thing but been punished for it? How did you feel or 
respond? 

• How do you know if you have the expectation for God to bless you when you do 
the right thing? What circumstances would 
reveal the answer? 

• Why were Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego able to face the fiery furnace and 
not doubt God? Why do some people 
succumb to lesser pressure? 

• If our comfort isn’t our motive to do the right 
thing, then what is our motive? How can we 
do the right thing even when it’s going to 
cause us to be uncomfortable? 



Monday – Overpromise and Underdeliver 
By Kel Cunard 

“Who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?” Daniel 3:15 

The faithful companions of our nation's insomniacs are the excited pitchmen 
of late-night infomercials. With their incredible claims and "but wait there's more" 
pricing, they sell easy solutions to life’s problems all for just three easy 
payments of $19.95. You can buy Flex-Seal to fix a leak in that boat you 
unwisely built with the bottom made out of a screen door. Your kitchen is not 
complete without a set of Ginsu Knives that provide the muscle for all those 
times you need to hack an aluminum can in half just before you thinly slice a 
tomato. And The Clapper answers the pleas of all those people who would 
rather wake up their spouse with loud applause rather than get out of bed to turn 
off the light. One of the most successful infomercials is for the Shamwow!, a set 
of super absorbent towels reportedly capable of remarkable feats. The ad 
features a slick pitchman demonstrating its ability to absorb more than twelve 
times its weight in liquid and to clean up spills even from underneath the carpet. 
These absorbent cloths have generated sales exceeding $10 million per year.  

From time to time, one of these As Seen on TV products has made it into our 
home. We received a set a Ginsu Knives for a wedding present. I still don’t know 
what I did to offend the gift-giver. When he was little, one of our boys was 
obsessed with the Magic Bullet mini blender. It was all he wanted for his fourth 
birthday, but it didn’t take too many uses with either product to discover the 
pitchmen’s incredible claims were anything but credible.  

Our frustration mounts when feel we’ve been duped. We aren’t fans of 
overpromising and underdelivering. It doesn’t take us long to throw out the 
product along with our confidence in the reliability of their pitchmen.  

You don’t have to get snookered by an infomercial to feel misled. As children 
we parroted these words, “God is great. God is good. Let us thank Him…” Then 
we grow up and life happens. Difficult situations go from bad to worse, and no 
amount of impassioned prayers seem to make a dent in our suffering. If God is 
so good, why are our circumstances so bad? If He is so great, where is He 
when we need Him?  

Somewhere along the way, we become convinced God’s goodness is 
dependent upon our comfort. We will celebrate His goodness and greatness as 
long as we think we have something to thank Him for. But the moment we feel 
He under-delivered, we toss Him and His claims on the pile of broken promises.  

BUT… What if we are the mistaken? What if our understanding of our God 
and His world is based on a lie, but not one that He told? Time and again in the 
book of Daniel we see the goodness of God through the worst of circumstances. 
His goodness was not seen in the freedom from storms but the protection He 
provided in the midst of the storms. He didn’t keep His faithful followers away 
from the fiery trials, but He made sure the flames never touched them.  

Read Daniel 3 and discover how God delivers on His promises even in 
situations that seem anything but good.  
 



Tuesday – Keep Rolling! 
By Cathy Slusser 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare 
and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” Jeremiah 29:11 

On September 11, 2001, Todd Beamer along with other passengers on Flight 
93 thwarted an attempt by hijackers to crash a plane into the Capital or the 
White House.  After praying the Lord’s Prayer with a telephone operator, Todd 
said the now famous words, “Let’s Roll,” as the passengers attacked the 
hijackers and diverted the plane’s final landing into a Pennsylvania farm field.  
All on board died, but phone calls made from the plane helped to piece together 
the events of that flight.   

Todd, along with all the other passengers who fought against the takeover, 
eventually received posthumous medals for their courage.  After his death, 
Todd’s wife, Lisa, wrote a book with Ken Abraham, entitled Let’s Roll:  Ordinary 
People, Extraordinary Courage that tells of her husband and his fellow 
passenger’s heroism.  Lisa, thirty-two years old, pregnant and widowed with two 
sons, says she wrote the book not only to encourage others to have courage 
such as her husband’s, but also to give hope to those whose lives are touched 
with heartbreak like hers.   

Lisa used the months after 9-11 to make about 200 media appearances, 
always with the same message: honor the heroes of 9-11 but remember that we 
can all be heroes when we allow God to lead and choose obedience to Him. Her 
presence in those terrifying days was comforting as she publically 
acknowledged God’s protection and sovereignty. Lisa was honest in her 
testimony.  She wondered why Todd had to die. How could God be sovereign if 
such evil could exist?  Yet, she clung to the knowledge that God had a plan and 
that she and Todd were a part of that plan.    

Four months after Todd’s death, Lisa gave birth to their third child, a daughter 
named for Todd. Despite, or perhaps because of, her obvious allegiance to God 
and His kingdom, Lisa and her message came under attack. Some disputed 
Todd’s role in the Flight 93 story. Others accused Lisa of taking advantage of 
her husband’s death to win financial gain. To protect her family, Lisa 
disappeared from the public eye.  

Today, fifteen years later, there are no current mentions of Lisa on the news 
or social media. However, her voice was not silenced. Her book and the media 
clips from a decade and a half ago continue to proclaim her story that God 
brings comfort and healing in the midst of tragedy; one woman’s story of 
courage and God’s faithfulness in the face of adversity. 

Read Jeremiah 29:10-14.  These verses are taken from the words of 
Jeremiah to the Israelites in captivity.  Some translations of the Bible substitute 
good for welfare in verse 11.  What happens when we don’t see the 
circumstances around us as good, but perceive them as bad?  How can God 
work through bad things to bring good in our lives?  What happens when we 
pray and seek God? Is there something in your life that appears to be bad that 
could in fact, be the thing that drives you closer to God?   How can you be 
prepared to take a stand for God even when circumstances look bleak?  



Wednesday – Aspiring to be a “But If Not” Generation 
By Nick Molick 

“But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods 
or worship the golden image that you have set up.” Daniel 3:18 

    I like to be sure of things. We like to be sure of things as a people. We plan 
for our futures. We plan for unforeseen circumstances. We strive to have a 
contingency plan for any and all occurrences that may happen in our lives. The 
problem with making these plans is that often the faith quotient is left out. WE 
make the plans. WE see what is coming. WE know what to do in any upcoming 
event. How is this biblical? How does the book of Daniel fly in the face of this 
mindset? Daniel’s life speaks in stark and opposing prose to our generation that 
loves guaranteed outcomes and prosperity as a side dish at the theological 
buffet. The Church today seems to enjoy espousing how God wants you to be 
healthy, wealthy and wise all while skipping over the doctrines of hell, 
justification by faith, or the depravity of man.  
    On occasion, mankind sees itself as generally good and wanting to do the 
right thing and not seeing how a “good and loving“ God could possibly punish us 
for anything we thought or did. As dangerous as this thought is, it is even more 
dangerous when it comes from pulpits across the country. Since the garden in 
Genesis 3 our proclivity for not doing the right thing has been on full display and 
recorded in both the biblical and other historical narratives. Only God can make 
our hearts good. Only God can change our wants and desires. Left to ourselves 
we cannot guarantee our own future success. 
    Daniel and his fellow Hebrews in exile in Babylon were given no chance to 
make plans that insured their health or wealth or even their existence the next 
day. What they had, and all that they had, was faith in the one true and living 
God who had already prescribed a way for them to live. Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego were given a choice, a simple yet life threatening choice. It was to 
worship a false idol that King Nebuchadnezzar had made or worship the God of 
the Hebrews as they did prior to their captivity. These men had no guarantee as 
to what was to happen next. They had no way to plan or strategize a new path 
forward that presented fewer dire consequences. Their choice was simple yet 
life threatening all at once: forsake God or stay true to the God who can save. 
    The three men’s declaration in verse 18 shows where we need to be living in 
faith. We need to be a “but if not” generation that looks to have our lives be a 
heartfelt love song of worship back to our Creator. All too often our lives are built 
around what can God do for me instead of what can I do in response to God? 
We cannot guarantee ourselves anything in this life, but what we can do is pour 
our lives out to the One who can save us from fiery trials. But if not, we will still 
praise Him!  
Read Hebrews 11 How do the stories of those in the Hall of Faith affect your 
view of how you face adversity in your life? In what ways can you be 
emboldened by these three men in Daniel to face your fiery trials in life?  



Thursday – Who Do Our Actions Enthrone? 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to give 
strong support to those whose heart is blameless toward him.” 2 Chronicles 16:9 

I’m currently in a very joyous season of life right now, being a newlywed and 
all. However, joyous times are not without their difficulties. Spiritual warfare is 
real, and Satan always tries to come in and corrupt what God is doing.  

In John 10:10 Jesus says that “The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy.” I’ve always seen the action words in this verse as the objectives of 
Satan. However, after reading some commentaries and doing some research 
the Lord revealed something new to my heart.  

Satan has only one objective, and it is found in Isaiah 14:13-14; to rise above 
God and make himself like the most high. That is his objective. The stealing, 
killing, and destroying are only strategies he uses in order to reach that main 
objective. 

He uses these strategies to get us to disobey and distrust God, resulting in the 
worship of himself instead of the Lord, ultimately fulfilling his big mission. 
Spiritual warfare is an attack aimed at the Lord, through which Satan uses 
strategies to destroy us and take away our faith, hope and reliance on God. 
When we allow spiritual attacks to turn us from God, then whose objective are 
we supporting? Who are we choosing to trust and obey? 

While Satan is able to tempt us and take our earthly well-being and 
possessions, he cannot and will never be able to take away the presence and 
love of God or the gift of salvation through Jesus. Some of God’s words 
confirming this: “No one shall snatch them out of the Father’s hand”, “I give them 
eternal life and they shall never perish.” (John 10:28); “I will build my church and 
the gates of Hell shall not overpower it.” (Matthew 16:18). Satan cannot reverse 
the blood of the Lamb and will never be seated in Heavenly authority over God.  

In my life, spiritual warfare is the heaviest during times when I’m diligently 
working toward something that the Lord has asked me to do. It makes sense 
that when God calls us to faithfulness, Satan tries to minimize His glory by 
distracting us from obedience. It was after Jesus spent 40 days fasting and 
seeking close communion with the Father that the Devil tried everything he 
could to get Jesus to sin.  

Read 2 Chronicles 16:7-9. King Asa is known in the Bible as one of the 
greatest Kings there was, because he worshipped and relied on the one true 
God. However, he eventually met failure and destruction. He had been faithful to 
rely on the Lord, but during a battle he was tempted to trust in himself and took 
his focus and trust away from God. Asa lost the battle because he doubted 
God’s power and acted disobediently.    

In verse 9, we are told that God is constantly watching and searching to 
strengthen those whose hearts trust and hope fully in Him. What an amazing 
promise! Yes, when God calls us to do something wild, something bigger than 
what seems possible, or something terrifying, Satan will be there to try and 
persuade us to disobey. But God has promised that His eyes are always 
watching and that when we trust, when we say yes, when we faithfully keep 
going in what He has called us to do, He will strengthen us through the attacks 
of the enemy.   

Trust Him to meet your needs and to deliver you from the battles you face, 
and He will be faithful to strengthen you when you need it. Our obedience to 
Him, our trust in Him, is glorifying and a sign that He is the most High, while our 
disobedience and doubt steals His glory and gives it Satan. Who are your 
actions enthroning today? 



  
Friday – Unapologetic 

By Keith Thomas 
“. . . walk as children of light . . . and try to 

discern what is pleasing to the Lord.” 
Ephesians 5:8-10  

The year is 1974, I’m in fourth grade, and I have been asked to audition for 
the spring musical at Bradenton Christian School. The play, It's Cool in the 
Furnace, written by Buryl Red, tells the Biblical account of Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego, and their date with a fiery furnace.   

  
I made the cut, and was given the part of Abednego.  I was not thrilled. If my 

memory serves me well, my lack of enthusiasm came about mostly from my fear 
of pronouncing my character's name incorrectly.  Either I would switch the “d” 
and “b” around, or I would try to add an extra “n” or another “b” for some odd 
reason.  In my frustration, I asked the teacher if I could change my character’s 
name to “Oregano”.  I figured - it sounded similar, it had the same number of 
syllables, and it maintained the rhyme in the lyrics.  I reasoned, “If Abednego’s 
name had been changed before by the Babylonian officials (previously his name 
was Azariah), why couldn’t we change it again to fit our purposes.”  Needless to 
say, the play went on, and I maintained my “Biblically accurate” name of 
Abednego.   

 
Lyrics from the title song still play in my head.  It’s amazing what you can 

remember when you add music to the mix (maybe Nebuchadnezzar knew this 
when he added music to the worship of the idol).  One verse from It’s Cool in 
the Furnace says, “They did crazy things but it worked out okay ‘cause they 
knew what was right and they knew what to say.”  Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego knew the right thing to do, but not bowing down to the golden image 
seemed crazy. (Daniel 3:4-6)  Crazy, that is, in the eyes of the pagan 
Chaldeans. The punishment was death; not a fine, not imprisonment, not 
amputation of various phalanges. Choosing to obey God’s commandments 
(read Exodus 20:3-4), they risked execution.  Their decision seemed so 
rebellious toward the law of the land, but it was not done to get media attention 
or to just simply defy the king, it was a demonstration of their love toward the 
true King of Kings.  It was obedience done to please God, not man.  

 
Following God’s ways will be contrary to the world’s pattern of doing things, 

that’s why God gave us his Spirit and his word to help us discern right from 
wrong. Doing the right thing won’t be easy, but obeying God will never require 
an apology.  
      



Weekend – Assumptions 
By Kel Cunard 

“Daniel was brought and cast into the den of lions.” Daniel 6:16 

    If life is anything, it is unexpected, but that doesn’t keep us from assuming 
what will happen next. We have hopes and dreams and plans for the future, but 
we don’t take kindly to any of them being changed. So when God doesn’t do 
what we expect, we don’t question our assumptions; we doubt our beliefs. If the 
Lord doesn’t do what we think He should do, then we conclude He must not be 
who He says He is.  
    Our problem is not just in anticipated outcomes but in expected timetables. 
The Lord not only acts contrary to our plans; He also never seems to work 
according to our schedules. The greatest threat to the health of our faith is our 
overconfidence. We don’t even stop to consider the possibility that our 
assumptions about life could be flawed, that the Lord might have plans which 
are not only different but more difficult.  
    Daniel made a habit of doing the right thing. In the face of intense opposition, 
he repeatedly chose obedience over convenience. As we read the account of 
his life, we assume things will work out well for him and he probably did the 
same. I wonder how his assumptions and beliefs fared in the moment he locked 
eyes with the first lion in the den. In preparation for this weekend’s sermon, read 
Daniel 6 and consider how your assumptions have impacted your beliefs.  
  

Pray for the World: Greece 
   Greece occupies the southernmost part of the Balkan Peninsula in southeast 
Europe between the Ionian, Aegean and Mediterranean Seas. Less than one 
percent of the nation’s eleven million people are Evangelical Christians.  
   Ancient Greece first heard the Gospel when the Holy Spirit led Paul into 
Macedonia. Cities like Thessalonica, Philippi and Corinth received the good news 
and surrendered their lives to Christ. But today, foreign missions have not found 
Greece to be an easy field because of strong nationalism, visa restrictions and the 
high degree of cultural adaptation required. A general lack of responsiveness (or 
outright hostility) means that calling must be certain to endure long-term.  Pray for 
more workers and greater fruit from their faithful labor. 
• Pray for the financial meltdown to drive people to Jesus for lasting peace and 

security. 
• Pray for the Church to be purged of any heresy, syncretism, or division. 
• Pray for a clear presentation of the Gospel to reach a nation where very few 

have heard the Truth. (taken from operationworld.org & prayercast.com) 
 

 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 136 and 
give thanks for the enduring and steadfast love of the Lord.  
 



  



 


