
   
  



  



Sermon Notes – September 18, 2016 
Daniel: 

Living in the Depths of the Den 
Daniel 6 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 38 

 Monday 
• Judges 16-17 
• Luke 19:11-27 
• Psalm 143 

 Tuesday 
• Judges 18 
• Luke 20:1-8 
• Psalm 144:1-5 

 Wednesday 
• Judges 19 
• Luke 20:9-26 
• Psalm 144:6-15 

 Thursday 
• Judges 20 
• Luke 20:27-40 
• Psalm 145 

 Friday 
• Judges 21 
• Luke 20:41-21:9 
• Psalm 146 

Discussion Questions 
• What are some big goals in your life that you accomplished, or watched someone 

else accomplish? What is the difference between someone who accomplishes 
great things and someone who does not? 

• Why did God rescue Daniel from the lions? 

• Have you ever known someone who did the right 
thing but wasn’t rescued from suffering? How did  
this affect their relationship with God? How 
did it affect yours? 

• Review Hebrews 11. Why does God end the 
chapter with a list of people He did not 
rescue? 

• How can you be faithful even when God lets 
you hurt? 

• Read Hebrews 12:2. How does fixing your 
eyes on Jesus help during times of difficulty 
and pain?  



Monday – What Now? 
By Kel Cunard 

“Daniel was brought and cast into the den of lions.” Daniel 6:16 

    Why can’t life just be easier? Why do we seem to be tripped up by so many 
trials? And why does it feel like life knocks us down the moment we finally get 
back up? From the depths of our despair, all we can ask is Why?  
    Sometimes life goes from bad to worse. Daniel was already enduring 
extended tribulation. He and his people were exiled from the Promised Land and 
forced to cling to their faith in a hostile pagan culture. Read Daniel 6. At great 
risk, Daniel refused to pray to the king. He would not turn his back on God no 
matter the consequences. He did exactly what the Lord wanted and still found 
himself staring down a pride of angry lions. His character did not increase his 
comfort. Instead it landed him in a den of danger surrounded by dozens of 
hungry, man-eating beasts. He was trapped, and he must have felt like there 
was no way out. 
    Isn’t that the way we feel sometimes? In the midst of our struggles, we cry out 
and ask, “Why me, Lord?” We wonder how a good God could allow such painful 
problems, but we rarely stop to ask Him to reveal their purpose.  
    Our Why me, Lord? cry is certainly reasonable. Our pain is real, and our 
questions linger. But it is interesting that we rarely ask Why me? when good 
things come into our lives. We never ask why we deserve the freedom to 
worship, good health or plenty of food on our tables. We never ask why He 
loves us or why we have access to His grace. We just take those gifts for 
granted revealing an unspoken entitlement lurking in our hearts. When we find 
ourselves surrounded by lion sized problems, we wonder why God would allow 
such a dark moment into our otherwise sunny lives.  
    Instead of asking Why me? maybe we should try asking What now? Lord, I 
am in the den, the door is locked, and the lions look hungry. What now? What is 
your plan and what is my part? What do you want me to learn in this moment? 
What are you revealing about Yourself? What are you revealing about me?  
    I know that’s a lot of questions, but these are the questions to which we might 
actually find answers. The persecuted members of the early Church faced 
danger and death at every turn, more problems and pain than anyone I have 
ever encountered. And yet, their response was always What now? Perhaps they 
heeded the words of James the brother of Jesus when he wrote, “Count it all 
joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the 
testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full 
effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” (James 1:2–4)  
    We may never lock eyes with a lion, but we will stare down our share of 
painful problems. If we fixate on asking Why me? we will never discover God’s 
What now? plan. We will short circuit His work in our lives and continue to be 
imperfect, incomplete and lacking. Whatever problems you are facing, the Lord 
can use them to refine your character. Take a moment and ask, “What now, 
Lord?”  



Tuesday – Known for Prayer 
By Amy Pilson 

“Pray without ceasing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:17  

We have recently started watching House of Cards and in an episode the 
main character’s wife, Claire, goes to visit their security man who is dying in the 
hospital. She tells him that her husband, Francis, is praying for him. After a few 
exchanges the man says he never saw Francis pray in the entire eight years he 
worked for him. It got me to thinking about a conversation I had with our 
grandson Landon a few weeks ago. We were swimming in the pool and he 
asked me, “Nani do you pray all the time like Daddy? Do you pray when you 
hear ambulance sirens?” 

We know that Daniel was known to pray. His enemies knew of his faithfulness 
in prayer and decided that was the only way to get him to violate a law. Our son 
Jake, Landon’s daddy, seems to be known for praying. I write my prayers out a 
lot of times. My sister was over helping me radically clean out my walk-in closet, 
and she kept finding stacks of papers, prayers that were pages and pages long. 
She was quite surprised at how much I pray. None of us pray in a way that we 
grandstand. We don’t try and draw attention, but there is evidence of it in our 
lives. 

Prayer is a little like eating. The more you do it, the more it is going to show. 
You won’t be able to prevent it. It’s vital.  We can see how important it is when 
the person who has ever been closest to God took time to pray. We have Jesus 
as an example, and He often took time to pray.  Luke 5:16 tells us “But he would 
withdraw to desolate places and pray.” He prayed so much and with such 
results that the disciples asked Him to teach them how to do it. (Luke 11:1) 

We have to ask ourselves whether or not there is enough evidence in our lives 
to convict us of being a person who prays, if we were to be put on trial for it. Do 
others know that we pray? Not from an actual first-hand witnessing of the act, 
but enough proof of it in the way we live our lives? It was important that Jesus 
did it and told us to do so as well. We are told to pray for our enemies, to pray 
for workers in His ministries. It doesn’t have to be complicated. As Landon 
proceeded to tell me in our conversation, “praying is just talking to God all the 
time.” If a six-year-old can comprehend it, I think we all can. 

Spend a little time reading the Lord’s Prayer in Luke 11:2-4 or take some time 
to read a few of David’s prayers in the Psalms as examples of how you can 
pray. (There are also a lot of resources available based on the movie War 
Room. Look it up online.) 



Wednesday – Who Are You? 
By Cathy Slusser 

“And I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and 
 daughters to me,says the Lord Almighty.”  2 Corinthians 6:18 

When we planned our trip to Alaska, Vancouver was simply the place where 
we got off the ship; the city where we would spend a few days resting before we 
headed back to the real world. We were surprised by what a remarkable city 
Vancouver is. In fact, it is a city worthy of a trip all on its own! We only had three 
days so we hit the ground running. We had to leave the 
cruise ship early in the morning so we took the shuttle to 
our hotel, left our bags in storage and set off to see the 
city.   

We rode the ferry on False Creek, learning about the 
area and its sights. We saw former Olympic stadiums 
now used for city and regional sporting events, the 
science museum, public art, rowing clubs, and the Granville Market. The 
historian in me was pleased to see so many historic buildings.  Vancouver has 
many Victorian-era brick buildings with fanciful designs, towers and buttresses 
wedged among the modern skyscrapers.   

I saw signs explaining a unique preservation tool:  selling of air rights over 
historic buildings.  Newly constructed buildings are limited to a certain height in 
historic districts, but can be raised higher if the developers purchase the “air 
rights” over already existing historic buildings nearby.  This allows the owners of 
historic properties to raise money to preserve their building and is an incentive 
to keep those old buildings intact instead of tearing them down when the land is 
more valuable than the building.      

A church planned to use the money that they earned from selling their air 
rights to restore their historic sanctuary, build affordable housing and a 
community kitchen.  What a neat way to use the new to save the old, allow for 
growth and help the neighborhood!  But, it made me wonder who I am selling 
my “air rights” to.  You know, the people who I let govern my mood and attitude.   

Do I give others the right to control the way I think about myself, to float their 
opinions of me above the one that I know is true?  Do I remember who God 
says I am and stand on His Word?  While the concept of air rights works well for 
historic preservation, it is not the best way of thinking for us as Christians.  Who 
are we trying to please?  God or man?  Let your thinking show that! 

Read 2 Corinthians 6:16-18.  Who does God say we are?  Who do you think 
you are?  Do they match? 

Who are 
we trying 
to please? 



Thursday – Devotion Meets Decree 
By Keith Thomas 

“The prayer of the upright is His delight.” Proverbs 15:8 

    Heads of State have been enacting decrees for centuries. Monarchs, 
dictators, prime ministers and presidents have used their power and position to 
create rules of law to accomplish their agendas. From the respected to the 
ridiculous, decrees (known in the United States as Executive Orders), are 
issued for anything from national holidays to acts of war. President Herbert 
Hoover, in 1931, issued an Executive Order on Executive Orders. It was a “how 
to” on writing an Executive Order; how to title it properly, how to use the correct 
grammar, margin specifications, and even what size paper to use (8 ½ X 11). A 
more serious and well known decree was issued by President Abraham Lincoln 
on January 1, 1863, “The Emancipation Proclamation,” gave freedom to all 
slaves living in each of the Confederate States. 

    Daniel, a captive under Babylonian rule, was no stranger to edicts, decrees or 
executive orders. In the sixth chapter of the Book of Daniel, we see Daniel’s 
daily devotion to God meeting head on with a decree enacted by King Darius. 
The punishment for defying the decree was death. Daniel broke the king’s 
decree and was sentenced to a den of hungry lions.   

    This didn’t make sense. Daniel was King Darius’ favorite advisor. In fact, a 
promotion would soon put Daniel in charge of the whole kingdom. If Daniel was 
so trusted by the king, what could he have possibly done to deserve death? 
What crime warranted such a brutal execution? The answer: Daniel was caught 
praying.  

    Daniel knew God. His relationship with God went deep, because of prayer. 
Daniel 6:10 says that Daniel would go to his house three times a day to pray to 
God. Spending time with God, in this way, was obviously something Daniel was 
not willing to sacrifice for the sake of King Darius’ decree. Prayer meant that 
much to him. 

    God delights in our prayers. It’s through our time spent with Him that He 
inspires us, encourages us, and empowers us. King Darius saw this in Daniel. 
Chapter 6:3 says Daniel was, “distinguished above all other high officials and 
satraps because, an excellent spirit was in him.” God was visibly known 
because Daniel knew God.  

    Yes, God rescued Daniel, but examine the real, ultimate result of Daniel’s 
faithfulness to God through prayer. Look at the new decree sent out from King 
Darius in Daniel 6:25-27. Because of Daniel’s faithfulness, God’s name is made 
known throughout the land. Amazing! How many of God’s attributes can you find 
in Darius’ new decree? 



Friday – Whom Do You Serve? 
By Nick Molick 

“When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his 
 house... He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and 
gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously.” Daniel 6:10 

Throughout the first half of the book of Daniel we read how Daniel and his 
closest friends are shining examples of how to face a society and culture that is 
set on seeing their way of life come to a swift and certain end. When we, or at 
least I, think of that scenario I see our current society doing many of the same 
things to the Church that Christ is building today. Words and truths have been 
stripped from us, no longer does “he” mean “he” or does “she” mean “she”. Now 
marriage means anything the courts deem it to mean, never mind the fact that 
the court was not the one who established marriage in the first place. These are 
just a few of the foundational truths that our country and western society were 
founded upon. Instead of being celebrated as tenets that ushered in an era that 
saw more people rise out of poverty and despair than any other, we are now told 
these tenets are the reason our society is intolerant and closed-minded. How did 
we get here? How did we experience a series of moral shifts that led to moral 
reversals?  

We got here by forgetting whom we serve. The story of Daniel and his 
experience leading up to and in the lion’s den is a great example for not just 
exiled Hebrews to look to, but for believers who see a society and country 
quickly leaving them in Babylon. There was a group of schemers among the 
people that Darius put in power who didn’t want an old Hebrew placed over 
them. They did not want Daniel monitoring them and making sure they had no 
plans to enrich themselves. What the greedy power brokers wanted was Daniel 
out of the way, but they struggled with how to do it. Read Daniel 6:5. We see 
there what the view of Daniel was. They knew Daniel was beyond reproach, and 
the only way to find fault with a man who truly served God was to make a law 
prohibiting worshipping or praying to God. Does any of this sound vaguely 
familiar in light of our current day?  

The great inspiring point we need to learn from Daniel and exemplify is how 
he reacted to the situation. Daniel knew that his life was now on the line, and he 
had a choice to make. Character came into play once again. Would he do the 
right thing when the easier option was not to do the right thing? Daniel didn’t 
nervously pace and wonder what he should do; he didn’t call in a group of 
friends and ask them for their opinions.  None of that happened because Daniel 
knew whom he served. He served the one true and living God, who saw his 
people out of slavery and promised them future salvation. Daniel’s reaction was 
to go home and pray with his face set to Jerusalem as the Hebrew law required. 
Daniel petitioned the Lord who had empowered him and a small group of exiled 
Hebrews to be an example to a people who were lost and serving something 
other than God. Let us be a people and a church that know and love whom we 
serve.  

Read Acts 5:29 and ask yourself how you can live that out today and every 
day to God’s glory.  



Weekend – Remember to Remember 
By Kel Cunard 

“Do this in remembrance of me.” Luke 22:19 

    Did you forget your sister-in-law’s birthday again? How about those three 
items your wife asked you to grab at the grocery store? For those of us who 
weren’t born with photographic memories, there are ways to remember things 
we shouldn’t forget. We can tie a string around our finger, put an entry in our 
calendar, or put sticky notes on every conceivable surface.  
    And yet, there are some events we have no trouble recalling. Some moments 
that are indelibly burned in our brains, memories that just stand out. The 
strongest are often tied to a piece of music or a particular smell. It only takes a 
few notes or the slightest whiff for a vivid memory to pour back into our minds.  
    When our senses are engaged our memories are enhanced. Maybe that’s 
why Jesus chose a meal to seal our remembrance of Him. On the night before 
He died, He took the bread and wine and painted a picture of His suffering and 
sacrifice, a picture we should never forget.  
    In preparation for Sunday’s sermon, read Luke 22:14-23 and join us this 
weekend as we not only participate in the Lord’s Supper but also remember the 
One who was broken and poured out for us. 
  

Pray for the World: Greenland 
   Greenland is a land area that is eighty-five percent glacial ice cap, it is the world’s 
largest island, with the lowest population density of any country. Less than five 
percent of the population is Evangelical Christian. Greenland needs prayer for a few 
special ministries to take root within the county. Here are some ministries to pray 
for: 

1)  A new and more contemporary version of the Bible in Greenlandic was 
released in 2001 – pray that many will read it and be changed.  

2) The JESUS film was translated into the Greenlandic language through a 
collaboration of YWAM, the Pentecostal Church and CCI: it has received 
widespread distribution and impacted many. Pray for the continued work of 
this ministry in reaching the people of Greenland. 

3) Training for leaders and counselors is needed. With such widespread 
brokenness and responsiveness, more Greenlandic Christians must be 
equipped to minister effectively. Recently INO established a leadership 
training school for local believers, and for the equipping of the national 
church. Pray for the finances to continue training and raising up Christian 
leaders. (Taken from Operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare you heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 138. Praise 
God for looking kindly upon you and for protecting and preserving your life.  
 



  



 


