
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – October 9, 2016 
8 Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe 

Godly Homes Guarantee Godly Kids 
Proverbs 22:6 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 42 

 Monday 
• 1 Samuel 18:17-19:24 
• Acts 2:1-13 
• Proverbs 7:1-11 

 Tuesday 
• 1 Samuel 20 
• Acts 2:14-41 
• Proverbs 7:12-27 

 Wednesday 
• 1 Samuel 21-22 
• Acts 2:42-3:10 
• Proverbs 8:1-9 

 Thursday 
• 1 Samuel 23-24 
• Acts 3:11-26 
• Proverbs 8:10-22 

 Friday 
• 1 Samuel 25 
• Acts 4:1-9 
• Proverbs 8:23-36 

Discussion Questions 
• Prior to this sermon, would you have agreed with the statement that “a godly 

home guarantees godly kids”? Why or why not? 

• Why do you think Proverbs 22:6 has been used as a guarantee that rebellious 
kids will eventually return to the faith? 

• Read Deuteronomy 6:5-7 – what do these 
verses say about personal responsibility? 
What are some practical ways to carry out 
these instructions today? 

• What of the following do you think most 
influences our personality and character? 
Why? 
 
 

Genetics ___________ % 
Environment ___________ % 
Choices __________ % 

 



Monday – Proverb or Promise? 
By Kel Cunard 

“Train up a child...” Proverbs 22:6 

    Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he 
is old he will not depart from it.” However, we act like it says that a godly home 
guarantees godly kids. We seem to believe that if we train up our children in the 
way they should go, God promises they will come back, no matter how far they 
have wandered.  
    In his book, Ten Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe, Pastor Larry 
Osborne writes: 

   To begin with, Proverbs 22:6 is not a promise. It's a proverb. Promises 
are absolute, especially God's. When he makes a promise, it's a done 
deal. You can take it to the bank. But a proverb is different. It's an 
observation about how life generally works. It tells us what usually 
happens, not what always happens. The book of Proverbs is called 
Proverbs for good reason. It's comprised of God-breathed observations 
about life. But the observations are far from universal. The righteous aren't 
always honored. The wicked sometimes succeed. The diligent can lose it 
all, and the lazy can strike it rich. The same goes for Solomon's 
encouraging words about children who are properly raised. It's a proverb, 
not a promise. Not many will depart from their spiritual roots. But some 
will. 

    If this well-known verse is not a promise, what can we cling to in those 
moments when we worry which path our children will choose? If they have 
exercised their free will and already landed in the captivity of sin, what hope do 
we have? 
    First, we can cling to God’s plan. As parents, we are commanded to train a 
child in the way he should go. His plan is for parents to teach God’s 
commandments “diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit 
in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and 
when you rise.” (Deuteronomy 6:7) We are to provide a Christ-like example for 
our kids to emulate. This is what the Lord requires of us. We will be judged on 
our obedience, not theirs.  
    Second, if your child is a prodigal, you can rely on the way your Heavenly 
Father will respond if he or she returns. Read Luke 15:11-32. As Jesus 
described the return of the prodigal son, notice the response of the father. He 
was looking down the road hoping to see his rebellious heir return. When his 
image came over the horizon, this dishonored father ignored proper decorum, 
hiked up his robe, and ran to embrace his lost son. With open arms he was 
ready to offer unconditional love and restore the prodigal’s position.  
    The Lord doesn’t promise that if we train our children in the way they should 
go, they will never depart from it. He also doesn’t promise they will always return 
if they do choose to rebel. But He does promise to waiting with open arms if they 
do. If we believe this dumb thing, we run the risk of unwarranted guilt or foolish 
pride. Parents take way too much credit and accept way too much blame for the 
way their children turn out. All we can do is be the best parent we can be today, 
and trust our Heavenly Father to be ready to run and embrace His children if 
they wander away. 
 



Tuesday – Just Wait 
By Cathy Slusser  

“But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is 
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.” 2 Peter 3:8  

After the birth of our first son, Glen and I knew we were perfect parents. Our 
son was contented and happy. As he grew, he would sit for hours and play with 
a box of blocks. When we took him to restaurants and he sat quietly in his high 
chair, we looked down our noses at the parents of children who ran wild, 
screaming and annoying other customers. Then, we had our second child and 
realized that we weren’t perfect parents, we had just been blessed first with a 
compliant child.  If our second child had been first, he would have been an only 
child.    

He came from the womb asserting his independence and refusing to bow to 
authority. What happened? Same parents, same genes, same household, same 
parenting styles (well, parenting styles had to change when we were dealing 
with a revolutionary, instead of Fred Astaire singing in the rain). Before the birth 
of our second son, we took credit for everything our child did. Of course he was 
good, so were we. However, our second child taught us that if we don’t take 
credit for the good, then, we don’t have to take credit for the bad.   

Even now that they survived childhood and adolescence and turned into 
successful young adults, I am quick to deflect any praise. “God raised ‘em,” I 
say, and I am serious. About ten years ago, I would never have dreamed we 
would have made it to this point. I had to learn to let go and avoid 
micromanaging, get on my knees, and let God work. I learned that God’s way is 
not always easy; that He can take kids and their parents through the swamps 
before He brings them to solid ground again. Raising kids – like growing old – 
ain’t for sissies.      

For the parents struggling with their own revolutionary, I laugh and tell them it 
will be okay. I advise them to relax and not condemn themselves or their 
anarchist. But, some “kids” take a lifetime and their parents never get to the 
place that we have. What to say to them? Did they fail as parents? Did God fail 
them? Because someone has to be blamed, right? What if I tell you something 
truly revolutionary? Quit looking for blame and keep praying. It’s not over until 
we take our final breath and even then, in God’s time, it is never over.    

Read 2 Peter 3:8-18. What does it mean to you that God is patient with us as 
sinners, and longs for our repentance? How does knowing that impact you as a 
parent? What does God tell us to do while we wait? How can we put Peter’s 
instructions to work with our children?  



Wednesday – We Are All Prodigals 
By: Nick Molick 

“But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants 
have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger!’” Luke 15:17-18  

What is one of the scariest moments of your life? For me one of them is easily 
driving either of my newborn sons home all those many years ago. How could 
God bless me, with all of my faults and sins, with a newborn life to take care of 
and nurture? How would I do this? How could I emotionally support my wife in 
this effort, and could I possibly do enough to know that they would one day 
know the Lord? Most of those answers were found in fits and starts and lots of 
learning from mistakes but somehow both of our sons survived, despite my own 
failings. We all want to be great parents because we want kids who know and 
love the Lord, and will be about the business of the kingdom the rest of their 
days. We lean into the supposed promise of Proverbs 22:6 and think that should 
seal the deal. What we fail to realize is that we, the parents, are products of 
Genesis 3. We have a sin nature and produce other human beings who are also 
fallen and have a sin nature. The toddler years are the initial confirmation of this, 
with more to follow. 

The weight of believing the environment we provide as parents guarantees 
results, is too much for any set of parents. We are unable to provide the perfect 
environment to guarantee salvation to our children; God is, after all, the One 
who is sovereign. However, that does not mean we have a pass on the great 
blessing and responsibility of parenting. In fact, it’s quite the opposite; we are 
called to present the Gospel, to live the Gospel and to model the image of the 
Son that we are being, by God’s grace, continually molded into. So we do have 
responsibility in this endeavor, but that is in no way a guarantee of results. Our 
children do have free will. No matter how much that irks us, that is a fact. This 
free will makes them responsible for their actions, despite current society trying 
to teach them that they are always victims. A less than pleasing report card or a 
behavioral issue should not always find their fault within the “system,” someone 
else, or any other outside force. One of the best things we can do as parents is 
to take responsibility for our own mistakes, our own shortcomings, and praise 
God for our blessings.  

Let’s look quickly at the story of the prodigal son. He was the son of a 
successful loving father who was providing for his family and two sons. 
However, the younger wanted to take his inheritance before his father’s death 
and go on about the rest of his life. This was a huge social embarrassment and 
would have brought shame to the father. But the father let the son go and he 
watched. Much like God lets us go our own way at times. He is always watching, 
like the prodigal’s father, waiting to run to him and fall upon his neck. God wants 
to intervene in our lives like a loving father. The idea that parallels parenthood is 
sometimes our children have to go off to the far country first before they realize 
the error of their ways, no matter what environment they have been brought up 
in. Let us be a model of the prodigal’s father, because we know our God looked 
for us when we were far off. 

Do we have the ultimate control over the salvation of our children? What 
freedom can you find in the answer to that question? What is the remaining 
responsibility of parents that are believers?  



Thursday – When I’m A Parent 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when 
he is old he will not depart from it.”  Proverbs 22:6  

I am not a parent. It’s just not that season of my life yet. When that time 
comes, I’d be lying if I didn’t say I’d be nervous. Caring for a child calls for much 
responsibility, love, devotion, and selflessness. Not only are parents supposed 
to care for their child’s emotional, physical, and mental needs, but as Christian 
parents the spiritual needs of the child hold a heavy weight.  

Are Christian parents only successful if their children grow up loving God? If 
their children reject God, does that mean the parents failed spiritually? I don’t 
believe this to be the case. However we read verses like, “raise up a child in the 
way they should go and they will not depart from it” (Proverbs), and 
automatically assume that if we raise them right they’ll be saved. Then, however 
many years later, it is devastating when those children grow up and renounce 
God.  

What’s the deal here? You might find yourself exasperatedly saying, “These 
kids grew up going to church two the three times a week, they know scripture 
and Bible stories, and they prayed in front of me all the time. God, why the 
sudden change?”  

Have you ever read Matthew 7:21-23? It reads like this, “Not everyone who 
says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does 
the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, 
and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I 
never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’” 

There is such a thing as acting in the name of the Lord, but never knowing 
Him, and when we don’t truly know God it is possible to walk away from Him. 
We should pray for our children as if they are lost, because realistically 
speaking, they may be. As parents, we are given a responsibility to help lay a 
foundation of knowledge of God before our children, helping them to understand 
truths about Him. We can teach them to pray, and exemplify worship and 
vulnerability in our own lives; however, we cannot make a choice of salvation for 
them. When God created Adam and Eve He gave each of them the ability to 
make their own decisions. This is obviously still true for us today. Your child has 
the choice to either disobey or obey what you ask them to do. They have the 
ability to either choose to believe, surrender to, and follow Jesus; or not.  

As a future parent, I will need to trust God for the salvation of my children. I 
will always pray for them, over them, and with them. I will do all I can to be open 
and honest with them, sharing my own spiritual struggles and successes. I will 
do my best to provide them with access to knowledge of who God is. I will do my 
best to teach them what it looks like to know God, and to follow Him. However, 
the ultimate choice to accept or reject salvation will be their own to make. We 
are called to be faithful, God is the one who is fruitful.  

So if a child grows up in a Christian home, to Christian parents, and in 
adulthood decides not to follow the Lord, is that the fault of the parents? Of 
course not. Parents are called to faithfulness, to teaching and raising their 
children to know God, but the choice of their child’s salvation does not deem 
them as failures or successes. Spend some time this morning talking to God, 
and praying for your children. If you don’t have children, like me, I’m sure you 
know a child. Spend some time praying for them this morning, that God would 
soften their heart, and reveal Himself to them. 



Friday – Dropout or Disciple 
By Keith Thomas 

“The son shall not suffer for the iniquity of the father,  
nor shall the father suffer for the iniquity of the son.” Ezekiel 18:20  

Statistics abound in helping us understand what happens to Christian 
students upon leaving high school. One study conducted by Lifeway Research, 
in 2014, estimates that 70% of the young adults who attended church for at least 
one year while in high school, dropped out of church after graduation. Other 
polling groups say the numbers could be as much as 86%, but the Lifeway 
Research study discovered that of the 70% that dropped out of church, nearly 
two thirds of them returned.   

What seems to be the cause of the young adult departure? It turns out, that in 
most cases; it was a lack of intentionality on the part of the young people. The 
church dropouts don’t seem to be leaving out of rebellion, and they don’t have 
any major disagreements with the theology they were taught through the 
years. It seems they just tend to get off track when it comes to church 
attendance, and they don’t see it as an important part of their lives at the time. 

The research reveals that several factors were instrumental in helping young 
people to stay in church. 1. The young people wanted the church to help guide 
them in making decisions. 2. The parents were married and both attended 
church. 3. The pastor’s sermons were relevant to everyday life. 4. An adult, 
other than a family member, made a significant investment in the student’s life, 
both personally and spiritually.  

So, why give you all the statistics and surveys? Why quote all the 
research? Why didn’t you bring up the one third of young people that never 
return to church? Because the underlying topic is parenting, and parenting gets 
real personal, real fast. Toes get stepped on and feelings get hurt, and honestly, 
the research helps me neutralize this sensitive topic with the hopes of avoiding 
hate mail. Discussions about parenting can either puff parents up with pride or 
cut them down with guilt. Parents cling to verses like Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a 
child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it” 
because it gives them the reassurances that their prodigal will come home.   

The best way to treat Proverbs 22:6 is to remember that it’s a proverb, not a 
promise. It’s not a guarantee. It’s a broad observation about life that encourages 
parents to dedicate themselves to the task of teaching their children righteous 
living.   

Our children should be our number one mission field (Deuteronomy 6). This 
requires intentionality and quality time spent with them. We are God’s greatest 
mission field (John 3:16). He has always been intentional in loving us, and 
Jesus spent quality time on earth teaching and discipling us.   

Being intentional in our relationship with God and spending quality time with 
Him daily is the basis for excellent parenting. It’s known as discipleship, and we 
are all called to be one and to make them. Who is responsible for his or her own 
actions? Read Ezekiel 18:1-32.     



 
Weekend – Fixing Faith 

By Kel Cunard 
“Some were tortured...” Hebrews 11:35 

    If you listen to the voices from some of today’s churches, you might believe 
faith can fix anything. I recently heard one prominent figure state, “Without faith 
we don’t have what it takes to bring the power of God into our lives to change 
things, to fix things. Faith can fix anything.”  
    At first glance, this perspective might seem hopeful and true, but there are at 
least two problems with this idea that faith can fix anything. First, this mindset 
frames faith as something we create. It is the by-product of our emotional and 
mental focus, but nothing could be further from the truth. Faith is given by God 
so we can focus on Him. We no more create it than we create the air we 
breathe. Just as we cannot physically survive without the air God gives us, we 
cannot spiritually survive, let alone thrive, without the faith He provides.  
    Second, this perspective of faith defines fixing on our terms. When we believe 
this lie, we rely on ourselves to conjure up enough faith to fix our problems the 
way we want them to be fixed. There is no recognition of God’s sovereignty but 
plenty of celebration of our ingenuity.  
    Believing faith can fix anything sets us up to fail and to miss out on God’s best 
work in our lives. Read Hebrews 11:35-40 to see some of the surprising 
outcomes of amazing faith and join us this weekend as we confront the next 
dumb thing smart Christians believe: Faith can fix anything.  
     
  

Pray for the World: Guyana 
Located on the North coast of South America, Guyana is a developed coastal 

strip with under-developed, forested interior. Almost twenty percent of the country’s 
population is Evangelical Christian. Although there is continued responsiveness to 
the Gospel among most ethnic groups in the country, Guyana still has its unique set 
of challenges.  

Most Afro-Guyanese and mixed-race Guyanese are Christian, but nominalism is 
widespread, stable two-parent families are rare (a legacy of the time of slavery) and 
syncretistic and deviant beliefs have become common. Obeah Spiritism and 
witchcraft, Rastafarianism and foreign sects, as well as the Nation of Islam are 
influential here. Pray for the true and uncorrupted Gospel to radically impact these 
communities. (Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 143 and 
give thanks to God for His steadfast love, and for His deliverance.  
 



  



 
 


