
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – October 30, 2016 
8 Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe 

Let Your Conscience Be Your Guide 
1 Corinthians 4:3-5 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 44 

 Monday 
• 2 Samuel 3 
• Acts 6:8-15 
• Proverbs 11:9-17 

 Tuesday 
• 2 Samuel 4-5 
• Acts 7:1-20 
• Proverbs 11:18-31 

 Wednesday 
• 2 Samuel 6:1-7:17 
• Acts 7:21-34 
• Proverbs 12:1-12 

 Thursday 
• 2 Samuel 7:18-8:18 
• Acts 7:35-53 
• Proverbs 12:13-28 

 Friday 
• 2 Samuel 9-10 
• Acts 7:54-8:8 
• Proverbs 13:1-10 

 

Discussion Questions 
• What did you find helpful, challenging, or most troubling about this sermon? 

• How do you feel about letting your conscience be your guide? Do you agree or 
disagree that this is a good idea? Why? 

• Have you ever seen someone whose foolish and selfish decisions were ruining 
their life and the lives of those around them but they refused to take 
responsibility? How did it turn out for them? 

• Have you ever followed your conscience to a 
really bad place? What did you learn from 
that experience? 

• If our conscience is like a thermostat that we 
set to our comfort zone, can you remember a 
time when it was recalibrated? Something 
that used to be right is now wrong – or 
something that used to be wrong is now 
right? 

• If our conscience isn’t trustworthy, where do 
we go for guidance? 



Monday – Arrive At Your Desired Destination 
By Kel Cunard 

“Who can understand it?” Jeremiah 17:9 

    Regina and Francisco Murmura were excited to be vacationing in Rio de 
Janeiro. Regina was a travel agent, and she was quite comfortable with GPS 
technology. Using the Waze navigation app, they typed in the name of a touristy 
avenue in Niteroi, a large city across the bay from Rio. The app listed several 
similar options, and they picked the one that seemed correct. However, the 
option they selected led them to the right street name but in the wrong section of 
town, a street of the same name in one of the city’s most dangerous and 
notorious slum areas. 

    On that Saturday night Regina and Francisco planned to spend time strolling, 
shopping and sharing a delicious meal. Instead, they were guided turn-by-turn to 
a dead end street where someone opened fire on their car. Rival drug gangs are 
prevalent in the area, and the couple’s vehicle was struck by 20 bullets. 
Tragically, one of them hit and killed Regina.  

    When a representative from the company that designed the Waze app was 
asked to comment, he said the organization was “incredibly saddened” by the 
incident, but “unfortunately it's hard to prevent drivers from navigating to a 
dangerous neighborhood if it's the destination they select.”  

    If your conscience is your guide on your journey through life will you be happy 
with the destination? Your conscience can guide you, but there is no guarantee 
you will arrive safely. The problem lies in the nature of the conscience. It 
answers to the owner. We decide its sensitivity. We determine the point at which 
it sounds the alarm, and given enough time and effort, we can desensitize our 
conscience to the point that any behavior seems right.  

    In his book 8 Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe, Larry Osborne writes:  

   The problem is that a lot of us imagine our conscience to be a spiritual 
thermometer. We assume it can be placed into any situation and it will tell 
us the moral temperature— too hot, too cold, or just right. But that's not 
how our conscience works. It isn't a spiritual thermometer. It's a spiritual 
thermostat. The difference is important. Thermostats don't define hot or 
cold. They reflect our definitions of hot and cold. We set them to respond 
however we like. 

    Read Jeremiah 17:9. This verse describes our hearts. Without divine 
intervention they are “deceitful” and “desperately sick,” and the consciences 
they guide cannot be trusted. Our flawed and fallen thermostats must be 
regularly calibrated to the trusted and true standard of God’s word. Our 
consciences can provide a valuable warning system, but only if it is constantly 
regulated by the Holy Spirit. If your conscience isn’t properly calibrated, you are 
heading toward danger. Stop believing your conscience can be your guide and 
start letting your Heavenly Father guide your conscience.  



Tuesday – Hard Decisions 
By Cathy Slusser 

“After removing Saul, he made David their king. God testified concerning him:  
‘I have found David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; 

 he will do everything I want him to do.’”  Acts 13:22 

When it was time for our little anarchist to go to school (for background on the 
use of anarchist to refer to our youngest son, see my devotional on October 18), 
we had no idea what to do. Send him to public school where our compliant child 
thrived, but is not the best place for rebels; or send him to private school that we 
could not afford, and if so, which one? In those days, charter schools were not a 
choice, and I knew that our relationship as mother and son would not survive 
homeschooling.    

We finally narrowed it down to a school that had Palm in the name and 
another with the word Moore in its name.  It was a really hard decision to choose 
between the two. Finally, I took my Bible and began randomly opening it to see 
what God might tell me. Now, this is a method often used by Christians to 
ascertain God’s Will, but not one I necessarily endorse. I mean, what happens if 
you are seeking advice on accepting a marriage proposal and run across Paul’s 
words to stay unmarried? Or you want to take a cruise and read the Book of 
Jonah?   

When we take God’s words to us out of context and treat the Bible like a holy 
ouija board, we can run into trouble. In this case, I was desperate to know what 
was right. I fully expected to open my Bible and find a verse like Psalm 92:12:  
“The righteous flourish like the palm tree and grow like a cedar in Lebanon” or 
John 10:10: “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they 
may have life and have it more abundantly”.     

No matter where I opened my Bible, I did not find anything about palms or 
more. What I found was the reassurance that no matter what decision we made, 
God was in control and wanted to raise our young revolutionary to be a man 
after His heart. So, we made a decision based upon what was best for our 
family and trusted God to do what He needed to do to make that happen. God 
gave us the Bible to know Him better. It is not just a book to use in an 
emergency, but one that helps us develop a relationship with Him and know His 
will for our lives whether we are choosing a school, getting married or going on 
vacation.  

Read Acts 13. Compare how Saul/Paul and Barnabas make decisions to how 
Bar-Jesus operates. In this passage, Paul preaches about men who God uses 
to govern His people. What do they have in common? What does verse 33 
mean to you and how will it impact how you make decisions in the future?    



Wednesday – Wise Action 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick;  
who can understand it?” Jeremiah 17:9 

I remember a few months ago we were going through a sermon series on 
gray areas. A gray area would be something that is unclear, and from a 
Christian perspective – something that is not specifically addressed in the Bible. 
For example: to drink or not to drink, who exactly to marry, which college to go 
to, where to raise a family, etc. We always have the God-given ability to choose 
what we do and what steps we take, however, the way those choices are made 
should differ between a believer and a non-believer.  

I believe a person who does not know the Lord can definitely make moral 
decisions. However, they base their decisions off of their own human 
conscience – something that is sinful by nature. As a believer, on the other 
hand, decisions are made from what we know of God, what His word speaks, 
and convictions of the Holy Spirit in our lives. However, do believers often base 
their decisions off of their own conscience instead of the leading of the Holy 
Spirit and biblical principles? Do we as Christians allow our “heart feelings” to be 
the standard from which we make decisions? 

In Jeremiah 17:9 we are reminded that, “the heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately sick; who can understand it?” If our hearts cannot be trusted 
because of their lack of stability, we should not allow our feelings in a moment to 
determine our actions. We cannot trust our conscience to be our guide.  

What do we do instead? We must weigh our options, and be guided, by the 
Spirit of God and His word.  

Here are some questions/tips to help us make decisions based on our 
knowledge and love for God instead of our fickle conscience: 

1. What does the Bible say? 
2. Am I letting my emotions get the best of me? 
3. Don’t let FOMO (fear of missing out) drive your decisions. 
4. Give other Christians permission to speak into your life. 
5. Is this the temptation of instant gratification? 
6. “When in doubt, leave it out!” 
7. What is my motive? 
8. Remember God’s way is the best way. 
9. What story could God be writing? 
10. Don’t assume that just because something is difficult, that it is not God’s 

will. 
11. Have I spent time in prayer with the Lord about this?  

We are human, sinful by nature, and because of this our hearts and emotions 
cannot always be trusted. But since we, as believers, have the spirit of God 
within us, our life paths and decisions should reflect His character. Let’s begin to 
make a habit of wise action – and not conscience-led action. Wisdom comes 
from the Father, through closeness with Him and the reading of His word. What 
habits need to begin in your life today to cultivate wise, spirit-led and biblical 
action? 



Thursday – Know Your Job 
By Nick Molick 

“The human mind is, so to speak, a perpetual forge of idols” John Calvin, 
Institutes of the Christian Religion, Chapter 11 Paragraph 8. 

    We see and hear the conscience referred to in many things (movies, books, 
plays, poems), and it is portrayed as something we need to adhere to, 
something we need to listen to, and something that is there for our good. What 
this train of thought misses is who creates that conscience, and how we 
manipulate and use it for purposes that are not necessarily God honoring. This 
may be some type of paradigm shifting thought for some. How in the name of 
Jiminy Cricket can we say that the conscience is a bad thing? Well, that begs 
the question; “what makes the conscience bad or at least susceptible to error?” 
The answer to that is…us. We are the issue with our conscience. Our hearts 
and minds are fallen and want to produce something other than God to fulfill 
them. Only God through His divine providence and sovereignty is able to work in 
our hearts and minds and change us so that we find our satisfaction in Him. 

    We start from a losing position; since the Garden we have been in need of a 
rescuer who can save us, change our hearts and minds, and bring to us a 
tenderness of spirit that can operate so much more effectively than our own self 
driven conscience. Think back to when you were a child, or maybe yesterday, 
you may have done something that fell short of the glory of God. But your 
conscience was not bruised or riled to action, and you may have rationalized 
what you did. I’m familiar with this line of thought and have grown too numb to it 
and its dastardly effects. This is an example of us not knowing our job. From our 
own fallen state we cannot be the final arbiter of what is meant for good – for our 
flourishing. It takes the illumination of our minds and souls by the Spirit, to give 
us that type of discernment and to become men and women who are after God’s 
own heart.  

    While this thought starts in a place of abject sin and failure in the Garden, the 
thought is one of great and loving hope. This hope is given to us by God. He is 
the One who is calling us to Himself. He wants us to seek His mind on things, 
and not rely on our own gut feeling. That is not to say that God cannot prompt 
and give clarity on issues. He can and He does, but that should not be confused 
with our conscience. Our job is to seek His counsel and wisdom, not rely on our 
own thinking and feelings. The Bible is full of stories that show people who relied 
on their own thoughts, making peace with their conscience, which led to their 
destruction. Let us be a people who seek God’s guidance and offer prayers to 
our Creator who can give clarity. There is assurance there. Much more 
assurance than giving a “little whistle”. 

    Read 1 Corinthians 4:1-5. How does the command given by Paul on 
judgment change how you view your own judgment of others? In what ways do 
you rely on your own thoughts and feelings, rather than prayer and supplication? 



Friday – Treasure Worth Seeking 
By Keith Thomas 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Matthew 6:21  

    It is believed that compasses were first used by the Chinese around 300 to 
200 B.C. Interestingly enough, compasses weren’t originally used for navigation, 
but for fortune telling. It wasn’t until the 11th century that compasses were 
adapted for use as navigational tools.   

    There have been a variety of compasses created through the centuries; the 
Dry Compass, the Bearing Compass and the Liquid Compass, but nothing has 
ever been created quite like the compass used by the fictional character Captain 
Jack Sparrow, in the Pirates of the Caribbean films. Captain Jack’s compass 
didn’t point North like traditional navigational compasses. His compass had a 
special power that provided an unconventional type of navigation. This compass 
would point in the direction of whatever the user wanted most in the world. 
Captain Jack relied heavily on this unique compass to make decisions for his 
life. It led him to the Treasure of Cortés and even the Fountain of Youth, but 
there were times when his heart’s desire was confused, and the compass 
reacted by spinning out of control.   

    When someone’s life is spinning out of control, how often has it been said, 
‘Let your conscience be your guide’ or ‘Follow your heart’? There’s a problem 
with this way of thinking. This philosophy doesn’t take into account that our 
hearts are tainted. Selfishness lies at the center of our conscience, which 
originates from the very core of our sin nature.  Jesus hit the nail on the head 
when he said in Matthew 15:19, “For out of the heart come evil 
thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander.” 

   Satan’s deceptive lies in the Garden of Eden promised Adam and Eve that 
they would “be like God” if they ate from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and 
Evil (Genesis 3:4-5). They quickly learned otherwise. Only God is God. We have 
never been, nor will we ever be, Him. This is why we can’t fully trust our heart as 
life’s navigational tool.  

    God has given us many tools to navigate our way through life. As believers, 
we have Jesus as our Savior, and the Holy Spirit dwelling in us as our guide. 
He’s given us scripture to help us learn more about Him. And God has given us 
a way to communicate to him directly through prayer.  Read through this prayer 
in Ephesians 3:14-21. As I read this, it was as if the words in verse 18, “breadth, 
and length and height and depth” became North, South, East and West on the 
compass.  But looking deeper, this passage is not an explanation of a direction 
to go; it’s a prayer of Who to know. Setting a course for loving God is the best 
direction to point your heart. God is the Greatest Treasure ever worth seeking, 
and we can trust His navigation.          



Weekend – Good Luck Charm 
By Kel Cunard 

“All in vain have I kept my heart clean…” Psalm 73:13 

    When your team is playing, everything has to be just right. You must wear 
your favorite jersey even though it’s tattered and torn. It is absolutely essential 
you sit in the same spot every week. If you were to wander to the other side of 
the room, who knows what might happen. And you can’t serve chicken wings 
because they lost the last time you served them. Maybe quesadillas will bring 
good luck. 
    A few of you might find all this a bit crazy, but you would be surprised how 
many otherwise intelligent people believe the fortunes of their favorite team rise 
and fall on the accumulation of their good luck charms. Advanced degrees and 
high profile careers do not make one immune to fevered fandom. Good fans are 
just doing their part to tip the scales for their beloved team.  
    And many of us are infected by a different idea. We have believed that living 
life God’s way is a guarantee of good fortune. We believe that if we will just 
practice His rituals, He will tip the scales in our favor. We have believed that 
God is the great good luck charm. While this is always an error, the danger 
comes when we do the right thing and the wrong thing still happens. We follow 
all the rules for a godly life, but our luck turns out to be anything but good. We 
get angry when we believe God promised one thing but delivered another. 
    What if believing God brings good luck is not only dumb but destructive? 
Read Psalm 73 and join us this weekend as we continue our 8 Dumb Things 
Smart Christians Believe series by confronting the idea that God brings good 
luck.  
 
  

Pray for the World: Honduras 
    Honduras is a mountainous land with rain forests and coastal plains on the 
Caribbean and Pacific coasts. Twenty three percent of the population is Evangelical 
Christian. Mission vision in the country has grown significantly in the past decade. 
There are now several mission agencies, both denominational and 
interdenominational, that train and send cross-cultural workers. Pray for the whole 
Honduran Church to gain a greater vision for outreach and mission. Foreign mission 
agencies can still play a key role in training and development, specialized ministries 
and in holistic projects, for which there are many openings. Pray for humble 
sensitivity and for a legacy of raising-up and empowering Honduran leadership and 
initiatives. (Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship today, read Psalm 145. Give glory to God 
for He reigns forever and watches over His people. 



 
  



 
 


