
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – November 6, 2016 
8 Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe 

God Brings Good Luck 
Psalm 73 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 45 

 Monday 
• 2 Samuel 11-12 
• Acts 8:9-25 
• Proverbs 13:11-25 

 Tuesday 
• 2 Samuel 13 
• Acts 8:26-40 
• Proverbs 14:1-15 

 Wednesday 
• 2 Samuel 14 
• Acts 9:1-19 
• Proverbs 14:16-35 

 Thursday 
• 2 Samuel 15 
• Acts 9:20-31 
• Proverbs 15:1-14 

 Friday 
• 2 Samuel 16 
• Acts 9:32-43 
• Proverbs 15:15-33 

 

Discussion Questions 
• What are some things people often believe will bring them good luck? What good 

luck charms or rituals have you had? 

• What do people do when their charm or ritual seems to stop working? 

• Prior to this week’s sermon, how would you have responded to the statement, 
“Following God brings good luck”?  

• What is wrong with the idea that God is our 
good luck charm? 

• Have you ever felt the same way Asaph did 
as he wrote Psalm 73? What caused it? Did 
anything happen to put things in proper 
perspective? 

• If God is not our good luck charm, what is the 
proper and productive way to view Him? 



Monday – Until Our Luck Runs Out 
By Kel Cunard 

“I was envious of the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.”  
Psalm 73:3 

    On the north side of Chicago and across Cubs nation, last Wednesday night 
brought much rejoicing. After 108 years of frustration and several lifetimes of 
being America’s lovable losers, the Chicago Cubs have finally won the World 
Series. 
    A lot happens in more than a century, and the world was much different when 
the Cubbies beat the Detroit Tigers on October 14, 1908 to clinch the franchise’s 
second of back-to-back world series titles. When the Cubs last won, Mark 
Twain, Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid were all still alive. The periodic 
table only had 85 elements and Pluto had not been discovered. There were only 
46 stars on the flag in 1908 as Alaska, Arizona, Hawaii and New Mexico had not 
yet become states. Women couldn’t vote and minorities could not play in the 
Major Leagues. Your only option to experience a game was to go to the park as 
the first baseball radio broadcast wouldn’t happen until 1921. Since the Cubs 
last won the World Series, Halley’s Comet appeared twice, and there was 
enough time for the Titanic to be built, sail, sink and be rediscovered 73 years 
later. For Cubs fans, this win might literally be the best thing since sliced bread, 
as pre-sliced loaves didn’t emerge until the 1920s.  

    When your team comes back from a 3 to 1 deficit and ends 39,467 days of 
frustration, you might be tempted to chalk it up to good luck. How many Cubs 
fans were clinging to a four leaf clover or rubbing the fur off a rabbit’s foot when 
Cleveland tied the game in the bottom of the eighth inning? When the last out 
was recorded, countless fans were convinced their team was fueled by the 
power of their rally cap. The ripe smell of the clothes they refused to change had 
undoubtedly been enough to end their eternal championship drought. For those 
on the winning side, good luck charms become the stuff of legends.  

    But for every victor, there is a vanquished. The trash cans of Cleveland are 
full of failed good luck charms. Their lucky pennies, jerseys and even underwear 
are tossed on the junk pile of broken dreams. After all, what good is a good luck 
charm when everything goes wrong? We only trust in charm until our luck runs 
out.  

    Moments in our lives reveal if we view God as our good luck charm. When 
our dreams come true, we cling to our cosmic-sized charm. We’ll follow His 
rules if He fulfills our dreams. However, when our hopes lie in a puddle of tears, 
we wonder what went wrong. How could a good God allow such bad luck? If He 
can’t help us, why are we keeping Him around? If He can’t bring good luck, 
maybe He’s the reason for our bad luck.  

    If you’ve ever felt this way, you’re not alone but you couldn’t be more wrong. 
In Psalm 73, we see an ancient writer wrestling with a timeless question: Does 
God bring good luck? As we continue our 8 Dumb Things Smart Christians 
Believe series, read this remarkably relevant chapter and ask yourself if you 
ever treat God like a good luck charm.  



Tuesday – His Sovereignty  
Versus Our Questioning 

By Amy Pilson 
“And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full 
assurance of hope until the end, so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators 
of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.” Hebrews 6:11-12 
 
    Someone very dear to me went through a very painful experience in her life. 
She is a woman of great faith, but it shattered her world. It was very difficult to 
encourage her because she often remarked that she didn’t understand why God 
was allowing it to happen when He could have prevented it. Aren’t we all that 
way at one time or another? We know that God is able to keep things from 
happening and we wonder why He doesn’t.  

    Many people tend to look at Job and his situation and believe that because he 
never cursed God that he was okay with the situation and never really got upset. 
To the contrary, Job lamented the day of his birth (Job 3:3), wishing he had 
never been born. Job begged for God to take away the pain and 
suffering….even by death (Job 6:8-9) in order to end his misery. He questioned 
why it was all happening when he had a pure heart and couldn’t find anything 
that he had done to deserve it (Job 16:17).  

    Besides death and taxes, a Christian has assurances that are given to us as 
God’s sons and daughters. We also know that as His sons and daughters we 
are going to be pursued by the enemy. It is Satan’s desire to see us broken; to 
give up hope. His goal is to have us question God’s sovereignty.  

    The footnote in my study Bible for Job 2:6 says, “The sparing of Job’s life is 
not a mercy, and not merely a concession necessary to the test, but is integral 
to the test. The most difficult of life’s sorrows are sometimes found when even 
the mercy of death is denied. This was the ultimate test of faith.” To know that 
God is still who He says He is and that He is going to save us for eternity in the 
worst times of our lives is why we don’t have to rely on luck – we have 
assurances, the best odds possible.  

    It isn’t luck that is at play in our lives but rather it is God’s sovereignty. Take a 
look at Job 38 – 41. Read it carefully. How could anyone doubt God’s reign and 
supremacy after reading those verses? When we stop and consider God in light 
of the list of things that He did and which only He could do, there is no way we 
could question why He allows certain things to happen. God is pointing out to 
Job, and to us, that we can’t even begin to understand His ways and His 
thoughts. Isaiah 55:9 says, “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  



Wednesday – Fixer Upper 
By Cathy Slusser 

“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless the 
Lord watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.”  Psalm 127:1 
 
    In their book, Magnolia, reality television stars, Chip and Joanna Gaines, tell 
the story of how their home improvement business became the subject of 
HGTV’s Fixer Upper. Residents of Waco, Texas and graduates of Baylor 
University, on their show, Chip and Joanna use humor, love and creativity to 
share the secrets of buying older, outdated homes at a cheap price and 
restoring their beauty, making them a place that families can call home.   

    Chip provides the humor, particularly on “demo day” when he crashes 
through walls and ceilings in attempts to imitate super heroes, while Joanna 
recycles three dimensional architectural pieces into wall art adding candles, 
flowers and books to create inviting spaces. The television show spilled over 
into the Gaines’ real life businesses, home renovation, décor and real estate 
companies. In addition, they promote other local businesses in the Waco area 
and operate a bed and breakfast. The Gaineses, active members of Antioch 
Community Church in Waco, are quick to give God the credit for their success, 
but their book reveals that business has not always been good.  

    When the real estate market began to slide in Texas in around 2010, Chip 
had already been warned by friends, and also by a “feeling” that he credits to 
God. The Gaines had already begun to pull back on some of their real estate 
investments, but when banks recalled lines of credit, they endured hard times, 
unsure how they would pay their employees and debts. Rather than file for 
bankruptcy, Chip and Joanna chose to repay every penny that they owed even if 
it meant living in a much smaller home or cutting back on their own personal 
spending. Because of those difficulties, Chip and Joanna appreciate their 
current success even more, but they also realize that nothing but God is truly 
secure.  

    Their relationship with God and family are high priorities for the couple. 
Joanna says she has learned that when God says, “If you trust me with your 
dreams, I’m gonna make [them] bigger and better than you could have ever 
dreamed,” He can be trusted; and when he says, “Walk away,” she can do that 
with peace, knowing that He has something better in store. The Gaineses are 
quick to say that luck hasn’t played a part in their story, but faith in God during 
good times and bad is the key to successful living.     

    Read Psalm 127. List the things that according to the Psalmist are useless 
unless we allow God to do them. What dreams are you striving to reach on your 
own? How can you give your dreams over to God and trust Him to accomplish 
them?       



Thursday – Will Faith Bring Us Luck? 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and  
no one will snatch them out of my hand.”  John 10:28  

    If having God in your life brings good luck, then why do bad things happen to 
those who follow and serve God faithfully? Reid and Kyra Karr, along with their 
three daughters, were missionaries in Rome, Italy. In August of 2015, they were 
finishing up a short furlough in Cartersville, Georgia where they were visiting 
with family. Reid and Kyra loved each other, and fiercely loved the Lord, 
dedicating their lives and family to serving Him and the Italian people. They 
were faithful to God with their lives, and all their friends knew this to be true.  
    On August 13, 2015, the evening before the Karr family was to return back to 
their home in Italy, tragedy struck. While Reid and Kyra, and their two youngest 
daughters, were travelling back from a family get together, a “parked” semi-truck 
rolled down an embankment and pinned their pickup truck to a guardrail on Ga. 
41. Kyra was killed instantly, while Reid and their two daughters sustained 
injuries. The driver of the semi-truck was believed to be outside of his parked 
vehicle conducting a safety inspection, when the truck began rolling down the 
hill. Investigators came to the conclusion that the driver was under the influence 
of drugs at the time, and forgot to set the parking brake. It took the emergency 
crews two hours to get the Karr family out of their pickup truck.   
    Kyra was remembered by those who knew her as being “one of the most 
godly young ladies you could know.” She was part of a street ministry in Italy to 
those caught in sex trafficking. She and her husband also served refugees who 
were crossing the Mediterranean Sea into Italy. Since her death, her husband 
Reid, along with their three children, have returned to Italy and resumed their 
ministry.  
    I ask the question again: if knowing God and serving Him brings us good luck 
and fortune, then why would something like this happen to the Karr family? The 
answer is simple: God is not a God of earthly luck or fortune. Remember Jesus? 
He served the Lord faithfully, and his life was not full of fortune or luck – He died 
a horrible death for us. Just like the Karr family, there are many other stories of 
tragedies that happen to believers worldwide. Take a look at the persecution of 
the church! In interviews with members of the Karr family since the accident, 
their message is the same: “God is still good.” Even though an innocent person, 
doing the work of the Lord, was killed – God is still good.  
    We live in a broken and fallen world, where inevitably bad things will happen; 
either as a result of our own sin or the effect of someone else’s. This should not 
make our faith and hope in the goodness of God waiver though. God does not 
promise us earthly treasure, or security. However, He does promise us an 
eternal dwelling place with Him. In the midst of tragedy, misfortune, and “bad 
luck” we can always put our hope in the goodness of God, the salvation He has 
given, and the place He has prepared for us in Heaven.  
    Read John 10:28-30. We all will eventually die, whether it be unexpected or 
long suffering. But when we know God, believe in Jesus and the atonement for 
our sins, claim Him as our Savior, and lay down our lives for His purpose and 
glory, we can rest assured in the hope He has promised.  



Friday – What Have We Been Promised? 
By Nick Molick 

“His wife said to him, ‘Are you still maintaining your integrity? Curse God and 
die!’ He replied, ‘You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good 
from God, and not trouble?’ In all this, Job did not sin in what he said.”  

Job 2:9-10 
     
   The thought that God should bring about greater temporal circumstances for 
us is a common one, one that is preached in certain churches. How does that 
square with the lessons of the Bible? What are we promised in the Bible as 
followers of Christ? Really think through that question. As much as society 
wants us to have happy thoughts, a happy life, and a happy future (as far as 
belief in God goes) we know that those thoughts are not a guarantee, nor a 
promise, that Jesus gives us. Why do we find such comfort in the thoughts of 
promised comfort and/or ease? That seems to be an easy question. That is 
what we want. We naturally seek the path of least resistance. We want to have 
things break our way, and from what some modern twisted theology teaches us 
is that the great cosmic bell hop in the sky is there to serve our purposes and 
look out for our temporal good. 
    So how do we square that with what God’s word says? The answer to that is 
gritty and real and lets us in on the secret of why some of us don’t like to talk 
about it. Jesus has given us an earthly example of how to live. That example is 
not one where He was born into wealth, His family and friends all adored Him, 
and he rivaled Zig Ziegler in the realm of winning friends and influencing people. 
Quite the opposite is the case in the biblical record. The example we are given 
is a suffering Savior that was not received by His own and ultimately humiliated 
and killed by those He came to save. Believers in Christ should not take this 
example of ultimate love and sacrifice and change it into a lesson of how God is 
for our ease and comfort.   
    God is after your soul, your eternal good, and that is the best news in the 
world; even if it might not equate into our best life now. Jesus overcame the 
world, so we can experience it, warts and all, and still have the hope in our 
eternal home – where all of the struggles here melt away and He dries our tears.  
    Now does that help in our everyday life when we stub our toe, lose a job, 
have health issues or lose a loved one? The short answer is it should. Jesus did 
not come to promise us luck, He came to give us life and hope that is always 
looking at something beyond this life while still telling others about the hope that 
is in us.  Life is hard and rarely goes the way we have envisioned it. But when 
our life experience is laid over and against what God’s word tells us, we should 
have something wash over us. That something is the thought and knowledge 
that Jesus came into our world and humbled Himself to suffer and go through so 
much pain, abandonment and suffering, but yet rose again to save us and 
defeat the end that we all will meet.  
    Praise God for His long suffering love and His mercy and grace. Ask yourself 
how you have believed in a God of “luck” at times rather than a God of grace. 
How do the two differ?  



Weekend – A Wrong Turn 
By Kel Cunard 

“For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians  
than to die in the wilderness.”  Exodus 14:12 

    There are moments on a journey when you just know you’ve made a wrong 
turn. You thought you knew where you were going, but this place can’t be right. 
It’s dark, it’s scary, and you don’t like it one little bit. In your confusion, you 
conclude that if it feels like the wrong place, you must have made a wrong turn.  
    Life can feel a lot like that journey. We find ourselves in the depths of a dark 
valley, and we conclude we must have made a wrong turn. Even though we 
were listening for God’s voice and making every effort to do His will, the 
destination is anything but desirable and we just want to find a way out. 
    But what if we’re wrong? What if every dark valley isn’t an indicator of a 
wrong turn? There are times in life when our poor decisions land us in painful 
conditions, but there are also moments when we have done everything right but 
our destination couldn’t look any more wrong.  
    As we continue our 8 Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe series, this week 
we turn our attention to the idea that a valley must mean we made a wrong turn. 
In preparation for Sunday’s sermon, read Exodus 13:17-14:31 and be ready to 
rethink some wrong turns. 
  

Pray for the World: Hungary 
    Hungary is a landlocked, central European state on the River Danube. Less than 
three percent of the country claims to be Evangelical Christians. Young people 
remain one of the most receptive groups to loving others and culturally relevant 
witnessing. Some things to pray specifically for: 

- Teaching of religious knowledge in schools. 
- More children's and youth programs in churches. 
- University students, who are open to most spiritual influences, both healthy 

and unhealthy.  
- Summer outreach programs done by many Hungarian churches. 
- Reconciliation between Christians and Jews.  
- The establishment of Christian facilities that can care for, and demonstrate 

the Gospel in real ways to the homeless population. 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship this morning, read Psalm 147. “Praise the 
Lord!” this Psalm encourages. Spend some time today praising God for the 
blessings He gives, and the perseverance we develop in trials.   



 
  



 


