
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – November 13, 2016 
8 Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe: 

A Valley Means a Wrong Turn 
Exodus 14 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 46 

 Monday 
• 2 Samuel 17 
• Acts 10:1-8 
• Proverbs 15:15-33 

 Tuesday 
• 2 Samuel 18:1-19:15 
• Acts 10:9-33 
• Proverbs 16:10-19 

 Wednesday 
• 2 Samuel 19:16-43 
• Acts 10:34-48 
• Proverbs 16:20-33 

 Thursday 
• 2 Samuel 20-21 
• Acts 11:1-18 
• Proverbs 17:1-12 

 Friday 
• 2 Samuel 22 
• Acts 11:19-30 
• Proverbs 17:13-28 

 

Discussion Questions 
• What did you find most helpful about this week’s sermon? Challenging? 

Troubling? 

• How would you have responded to the phrase “a valley means we took a wrong 
turn”? Would you have agreed or disagreed? Why? 

• Have you ever found yourself in a valley and 
known God had sent you there? Share with 
your group. 

• How did you know it was God who sent you 
there? How did you respond? What did you 
learn? 

• What is the difference between a valley God 
has sent you to and a valley you put yourself 
in? 



Monday – A Dead End 
By Kel Cunard 

“What have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt?” Exodus 14:11 

    Four hundred years is a long time, especially when it’s spent in a dead end. 
For the people of Israel, generations had come and gone without any relief. 
Even though their ancestors found hope in Egypt when God used Joseph to 
save them and the world from a famine, for centuries they had lived under the 
thumb of a relentless oppression. They were slaves and there seemed like no 
way out.  
    Then the Lord called a voice out of the wilderness to set them free. Moses 
was one of their own and yet also a former member of the royal court. Against 
all odds and beyond all hopes, their Heavenly Father made a way where there 
was no way. He rained down plague after plague on Egypt to break the will of 
Pharaoh. When all was said and done, the people of Israel were delivered from 
bondage and their only burden was the overwhelming weight of plundered 
Egyptian gold and silver. When the sun rose on the day of their exodus, it 
seemed they were finally emerging from the dark valley of their suffering. 
    There was and is a direct route from Egypt to the Promised Land, but that is 
not the path Moses followed. The Lord guided His people along the most difficult 
course right into another dead end (Exodus 13:17-18). More than a million 
people were pinned with their backs against the Red Sea with danger coming 
over the horizon. Pharaoh’s change of heart had been short lived, and his army 
and over 600 chariots were thundering toward the Israelites. The perplexed 
people cried out and wondered how they had arrived in an even darker valley. 
They must have made a wrong turn. Read Exodus 14:1-12. 
    The people’s arrival at a dead end was not the first recorded incidence of a 
man not stopping to ask for directions. God led them through the wilderness to 
camp by the Red Sea and eventually face the choice between death by spear or 
by drowning. He placed them precisely in the position where they had no way 
out. Why? Because our God deals in dead end scenarios, and He delights to be 
found just when we have decided all hope is lost. He led His people straight into 
a dark valley in order to reveal that nothing was impossible for Him.  
    We tend to discern God’s will by the ease of our path. If everything is going 
right, we must have done nothing wrong. However, the moment we find 
ourselves in a dark valley, we are ready to double back and find our navigation 
error. But not every dark valley indicates a wrong turn. Our sin can land us in 
very dark places, but the level of light does not always indicate the level of our 
obedience. The people of Israel were exactly where God wanted them to be, 
and their outlook could not have been any darker. At the moment when it 
seemed all hope was lost, Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and 
see the salvation of the Lord, which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians 
whom you see today, you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and 
you have only to be silent.”  
    Are you standing in a dark dead end? If your position is not the result of sin, 
you might be right where God wants you to be. Instead of looking back for your 
wrong turn, look forward to what God is going to teach you. Fear not and stand 
firm. The God who led you to the dead end will also lead you out.    



Tuesday – Question With Boldness 
By Nick Molick 

“Who among the gods is like you O Lord? Who is like you –majestic 
in holiness, awesome in glory working wonders?” Exodus 15:11 

 
    We give ourselves too much credit. More specifically, I give myself too much 
credit. I think I’m responsible for my successes (as limited as they may be), and 
I know I’m definitely responsible for my failures. So when life presents valley 
moments to me, I know in my heart and mind that I have somehow manipulated 
the cosmos and will of God to put myself in this situation. How biblical is this 
train of thought?  

    So what do I need to do? What do we need to do when we have this type of 
reaction, when life presses in on us? We need to remember that we are not the 
center of it all, and that even though we may be walking in obedience, bad 
things can still happen. This really shouldn’t be a surprise to us; the lessons and 
history contained in the Bible reveal people who were walking in great 
obedience and still life’s deepest valleys visited them. Look at Job or Jeremiah, 
the weeping prophet. These men were steadfastly clinging to God while the 
circumstances in their lives would have shaken or destroyed another’s faith. 
These and many other examples are what we need to keep in our minds when 
we find ourselves in the valley.  

    There are many valleys in life, some self-imposed, some the product of 
circumstances, and the others just happen. Some clarifying questions, from the 
book 10 Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe by Larry Osborne, help. These 
questions help us find out how we should respond when we find ourselves in the 
valley of life. These questions are: why am I here; how should I respond; and 
what can I learn? By asking ourselves these questions we are able to rightly 
think about our role in the valleys of our lives. Is it the result of choices we 
made, or were we walking in God’s will and it still happened? Either way the 
next two questions should follow and aid us in coming up with our response. No 
matter the valley, God wants us to keep our eyes on Him and know that He is in 
control. When valleys happen, and they will, we need to keep in mind those 
three questions and know that our God wants to be glorified in all circumstances 
of our lives. Let’s not forget our God in the valley. Instead, let us praise Him and 
thank Him for His love, mercy and offer of salvation. 

    How have valley times in your life affected your relationship with God? When 
struggles come again in your life how can the three clarifying questions help 
you?  



Wednesday – Tunnels 
By Cathy Slusser 

“Even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine 
like the day, for darkness is as light to you.” Psalm 139:12 

    My paternal grandparents owned a house in Franklin, North Carolina and 
expected us to visit when I was a kid. It was more than a trip to see my 
grandparents, but a lovely respite away from the Florida heat to a place full of 
wonderful and exotic landscapes. Rivers and creeks full of rocks and waterfalls, 
mountains to hike, wildflowers to pick and gravel roads to explore. I looked 
forward to the trip every year, but my parents did not.  

    After the twelve hour drive through Georgia in days before the Interstate, they 
just wanted to sit on the porch looking at the mountains. As soon as we arrived, 
my grandfather loaded us all back in the car to show my dad some real estate 
that was for sale. A product of the Great Depression, my grandfather did not 
believe in banks and invested most of his savings into land. Buying, improving, 
and then, selling property was an exciting venture for him. He thought my dad 
should feel the same. Though Grandpa always planned some fun activity for my 
sister and me, my parents endured days of weaving around mountain roads and 
navigating narrow driveways to see property that they never intended to buy.  

    On those trips, we often went through tunnels that took us through the 
mountains instead of around them. Entering the tunnel always raised my 
anxiety. We knew that they were coming. Signs warned us of the approach, but 
the entrance was dark and the passage dimly lit. Because the tunnels ran along 
a curve, sometimes, you could not see the opening at the other end. My dad 
tried to make it fun, blowing his horn so we could hear it echo, but even though 
we were headed for an interesting place, even though we were on the right 
road, I still remember the tunnels as an unpleasant experience.  

    In life, we frequently encounter “tunnels” or dark times. They are not the result 
of a wrong turn or mistaken road. We can be on the right path, following God’s 
will and then, out of nowhere, a tunnel appears. Sometimes long, sometimes 
short, we never know what will be on the other side until we get through them. 
We can only trust that God is still in control and that He will bring us to a better 
place. A place where rivers sing, waterfalls roar and wildflowers grow in 
abundance.      

     Read Psalm 139:1-14.  How does it make you feel to understand that God 
knows everything we do and everyplace that we go?  How does it make you feel 
to know that God is with you wherever you go?  Do you “know that full well” and 
recognize the difference between God simply knowing about us and God being 
with us?  How does that impact you today?    



Thursday – A Look at the Gospel 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner  

“In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart;  
for I have overcome the world.” John 16:33 

    Over the past few weeks we have discussed different unbiblically supported 
ideas that many Christians believe to be true. A few weeks ago we learned how 
having faith will not fix our broken circumstances, and then a couple of Sundays 
later we learned how God does not promise good luck. This Sunday’s message 
was on how a valley doesn’t always mean we made a “wrong turn”. After writing 
about several of these topics I’ve noticed a common theme: the belief in most of 
these false ideas of God and the Christian faith come from a skewed image of 
the promises of the Gospel.  
    Let’s break down the Gospel real quick… God created the universe and all 
within it – including man and woman. He gave them direct communion with Him 
and allowed them the gift of free choice. Man and woman decided to take their 
freedom of choice to disobey the One who created them. Sin and death and 
brokenness now enter the picture as a result; sin was and is always punishable 
by eternity in Hell. In order to receive pardon from sins, people would have to 
offer sacrifices to God whenever they would disobey (sin) Him and His 
commands. Hardly anyone could directly speak to or hear from God. God had 
mercy on His people and sent His son Jesus to Earth with a plan for redemption 
from sin. Jesus grew up, teaching all he could about the power and good news 
of God. Jesus was crucified as the ultimate sacrifice for sin. No more would 
people need to make offerings and sacrifices for their sin because all sin had 
been paid for by the death of Jesus. Sin and brokenness still exists in the world, 
but after recognizing and confessing Jesus as our savior, the eternal 
punishment for sin is no longer Hell. The Holy Spirit is sent to all who believe the 
death of Jesus to be the sacrifice for sin and confess Him as savior; because of 
the Holy Spirit, everyone who has received it is able to pray directly to God and 
hear directly from God.  
    Did you catch that one part? “Sin and brokenness still exists in the world, but 
after recognizing and confessing Jesus as our savior, the eternal punishment for 
sin is no longer Hell.” In other words, bad things are still going to happen on this 
earth, and they always will. While on Earth we will have to deal with the earthly 
repercussions of our disobedience to God. However, our eternal destiny has 
been shifted, because of what Jesus did – because of God’s mercy and grace.  
    Does a valley, a time of darkness and despair in one’s life, mean they made a 
bad choice and that God is punishing them? Not necessarily. Times of despair 
and brokenness come into our lives as a result of the sinful reality we live in. In 
John 16:33 Jesus reminds us of a very important truth…”I have said these 
things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have 
tribulation. But take heart; for I have overcome the world.”  
    He didn’t say that our faith can fix the repercussions of sin, He didn’t say that 
because we believe in Him earthly luck and fortune await us, and he definitely 
didn’t say that times of darkness and despair won’t be a part of our born-again 
reality. But, He did promise that He has overcome the world, ensuring our place 
with Him in Heaven. He did say to take heart, to keep our faith and hope in His 
plans and goodness amongst times of trouble. When trials, depression, 
hopelessness, and “valleys” occur in our lives remember the Gospel. Remember 
what God did and what He’s promised. Only through faith in the hope He has 
given can we stand strong when our world is shaken.  



Friday – Life’s Landscape 
By Keith Thomas 

“Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed,  
but let him glorify God in that name” 1 Peter4:16 

    Death Valley National Park is the largest national park in the lower 48 states, 
coming in at 3.4 million acres. The valley itself is 130 miles long and ranges 
from 6 to 13 miles wide. It’s the lowest point of North America and one of the 
hottest places in the world. The average daily temperature is around 120 
degrees in the summer, and in 1913 it set the world record at 134 degrees. It’s 
not a pleasant place to be in the middle of the summer. The annual 1,000,000 + 
visitors must plan ahead for excursions through the valley by making sure they 
have enough gas in the car and extra drinking water. If not careful, a person 
could find themselves in a life threatening situation very quickly. Despite all the 
efforts of the National Park Service to educate the visitors of the dangers of the 
valley, there is at least one heat-related death each year in Death Valley.  
    There are two other heavily visited regions in the U.S. that also use the name 
Death Valley. Their combined visitors total over 1,200,000 people per year. The 
temperatures can be hot at times, but it’s the noise and survival rate that is the 
biggest problem. The Death Valley’s I’m referring to are Louisiana State 
University’s, Tiger Stadium and Clemson University’s, Memorial Stadium. Both 
have been nicknamed “Death Valley,” and both are known for having crazy, 
enthusiastic fans which create extremely hostile playing environments for the 
visiting teams. Even Alabama’s coach, Bear Bryant, once remarked that "Baton 
Rouge happens to be the worst place in the world for a visiting team. It's like 
being inside a drum." 
    Life is full of peaks and valleys. The mountain top moments are exhilarating, 
but they don’t always seem to last long enough. Before we know it, we could 
find ourselves on a plateau or maybe down deep in a valley listening to the drum 
beat of darkness.   
    Earth’s topography gives us many examples of life’s landscapes. We visit 
many valleys on life’s journey. Some “valleys” are named despair, regret or 
sickness. Others are labeled fear, grief, or shame. Whatever your “valley” is 
called, God wants to be honored and glorified through it. (Isaiah12) The valleys 
might seem unbearable and never ending, but God wants you to know, and the 
world to know, that He is the Lord our God. (Exodus 14:1-4)  
    Knowing that God is our one and only source for what is true, what is 
beautiful and what is right, the valleys become opportunities for us to make His 
name known. Like the heat of Death Valley National Park, or the loud and 
hostile fans at the Death Valley stadiums, life’s valleys create an arena for God’s 
grace to be on display. (2 Corinthians 12:9-10) It’s not about winning or losing, 
it’s about how you’re playing the game. Name the arena you’re in “Providence 
Valley,” and your battle cry “Jehovah!” 



Weekend – Dangerously Dumb 
By Kel Cunard 

“The way is easy that leads to destruction.” Matthew 7:13 

    The truth isn’t always welcome at funerals. As the weird cousin is eulogized, 
the speakers use softer words like “curious” and “high-spirited.” The aunt who 
was a bit of hothead is described as “passionate and fiery.” The just plain mean 
man down the street is hailed as sensitive and caring to the those who “really 
knew him.”  
    We go along with it. The family is grieving and only a weird and mean 
hothead would stand up and tell the whole truth about the dearly departed. But 
there is one untruth that is dangerous to ignore: Not everyone goes to a better 
place.  
    Larry Osborne, author of Ten Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe, writes, 
“Jesus and the Bible are quite clear— the wicked don't go to a better place. 
There's a real hell. It's not the devil's playground. It's not a perpetual wild party. 
It's Satan's worst nightmare. Yet… at the point of death, lots of us believe (and 
want to be assured) that the recently departed has gone to a better place no 
matter what… But it's a myth – another popular but completely unfounded 
spiritual urban legend. Dead people don't always go to a better place. That 
might be what we'd like to believe. It has a nice ring to it. But it's not true.” 
    In preparation for this weekend’s difficult but essential sermon, read Matthew 
7 and join us this weekend as we will wrap up our Dumb Things Smart 
Christians Believe sermon series with an idea that is dangerously dumb: “Dead 
people always go to a better place.”   

Pray for the World: Iceland 
    Iceland is a volcanic island in the North Atlantic that is mountainous and largely 
barren with many large glaciers. The largest religion in the country is Christianity, 
however, less than four percent are Evangelicals. Though the number of 
evangelicals are low, their numbers are growing. In particular, Lutheran Free 
Churches, Pentecostals and charismatic churches are increasing and displaying 
admirable unity and cooperation. The Pentecostal Church, together with World 
Horizons, runs a short-term discipleship ministry, and the ex-YWAM training center 
is now a residential Christian training community. Several congregations use the 
Alpha Course to good effect. Pray that the living faith and unity of evangelicals 
might open the hearts of many to the good news. (Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    Read Psalm 148 and give glory to God for who He is, and what He has done, as 
you prepare your heart for worship today.  



  



 


