
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – November 27, 2016 
Missions: 

Something More 

Acts 11 & 13 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 

 The purpose of our church is “To develop missionaries who will share the love of 
Christ with our community and beyond.” What do you think it means to be a 
missionary? 

 How have you developed as a missionary over the last 12 months? What are you 
doing differently today that you weren’t doing this time last year? 

 What are some specific and tangible ways 
you are sharing the love of Christ with those 
around you? 

 How does the story of the early Church in 
Acts 11 & 13 provide a visible example of our 
mission statement being fulfilled? 

 How do you think the Lord might be calling 
you to be a missionary? What are you going 
to do to act on this calling? 

Bible Reading Plan 

2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  
OT, NT & Poetry: Week 48 

 Monday 
 1 Kings 3:1-4:19 

 Acts 14:1-18 

 Proverbs 20:14-30 

 Tuesday 
 1 Kings 4:20-5:18 

 Acts 14:19-28 

 Proverbs 21:1-13 

 Wednesday 
 1 Kings 6 

 Acts 15:1-21 

 Proverbs 21:14-31 

 Thursday 
 1 Kings 7 

 Acts 15:22-35 

 Proverbs 22:1-6 

 Friday 
 1 Kings 8:1-21 

 Acts 15:36-16:10 

 Proverbs 22:7-16 
 



Monday – Multiplication 
By Kel Cunard 

“Then after fasting and praying they… sent them off.” Acts 13:3 

    The Church in Jerusalem started with a clear mandate. “Go and make disciples 

of all nations...” (Matthew 28:19-20) The command of Christ was crystal clear: 

You are to multiply what I have done in you by being “my witnesses in Jerusalem 

and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 

    Nevertheless, the clarity of Christ did not translate into the activity of His people. 

Even though their mission was clear, their response was as evident as it was 

obstinate. In spite of the command of Jesus to go, they stayed. They never veered 

from their comfort zone. They stayed near the people they knew, and the people 

who needed to know about Christ were left to fend for themselves. The early days 

of the Early Church were not marked by multiplication.  

    But then, the Lord allowed their comfort zone to be turned upside down. In Acts 

9, the Jews seized Stephen and stoned him to death. After he was martyred, a 

great persecution drove the young Church from Jerusalem and dispersed them 

to the outer reaches of the known world.  

    Nothing can thwart the plans of God, and He will go to great lengths to make 

sure those who know Him also make Him known. The dispersion of these 

reluctant missionaries led to the planting of several churches. One of which was 

in the bustling Roman city of Antioch, on the bank of the Orontes River. This 

church was unlike most of its sister congregations. Its members were primarily 

Gentiles; many of them were Greeks. These young converts heard the truth of the 

Lord Jesus and responded with great enthusiasm. They not only responded; they 

multiplied. They obediently shared this new hope with their neighbors, and a 

“great number who believed turned to the Lord.” (Acts 11:31)  

    News of what God was doing in Antioch reached the church leaders in 

Jerusalem, and they sent Paul (Saul) and Barnabas to spend the next year 

teaching and discipling them. The love of Jesus was so evident in Antioch that 

this is where His followers were first called Christians (which means little Christs).  

    But this stellar reputation was not enough. The people had a hunger for God, 

and a passion to be used by Him in mighty ways. They desired something more. 

After fasting and praying, the church at Antioch wanted to see other cities 

experience the love of Jesus just as they had. They knew the Lord was calling 

them to multiply. Read Acts 13. Just as Christ had commanded His disciples to 

make disciples, He had called His Church to make churches. After seeking the 

Lord’s will, they sent their two best leaders – Paul and Barnabas – to plant new 

churches.   

    The rest of the book of Acts tracks the missionary journeys of Paul and his 

companions. In city after city, they planted church after church. You and I gathered 

each Sunday, in part, because a church in Antioch 2,000 years ago was willing to 

do exactly what Christ said to do. They were willing to multiply.  

    Are you ready to embrace a future where the Lord will use us to make Him 

known in our community and beyond? Are you willing to multiply? 



Tuesday – My Heart’s not in That 

By Amy Pilson 

“Only fear the Lord and serve him faithfully with all your heart. For consider what 
great things he has done for you.” 1 Samuel 12:24 

 

    The other day a long-time friend of mine asked me if I was loving law school. 

My answer wasn’t a resounding yes at all. In fact, my response in a nut-shell, was 

“I know I’m doing what I’m supposed to be doing.” Not a very exciting answer, is 

it? I’ve thought about that quite a bit because it bothered me that I didn’t have a 

burning passion about law school. What the Lord led me to realize – and I think 

partly for this devotional – is that a passion or deep desire to do the thing God is 

asking us to do is NOT a requirement for obedience. It is NOT a requirement to 

be in His will.  

    Take a look at some of the examples we have in scripture. Abraham surely did 

not want to sacrifice his son Isaac. Moses didn’t want to go to the Pharaoh. Queen 

Esther was scared and dreaded going to the king on behalf of her people. 

Nehemiah had a heart for his people but was afraid of mentioning his desire to 

leave to the king. The disciples weren’t ecstatic about some of their work (Jesus 

had to assure them that they would be given the words to speak at the right time). 

Cornelius didn’t want to go see Saul (who became Paul). No – very few of the 

people asked to do something by God were ecstatic and excited about it. A lot of 

fear played a part. Excuses may have been made. Some felt unprepared. 

Sometimes their heart just wasn’t in it.  

    We can often get caught up in excuses or road blocks. We may think that 

because we teach a class that we have to stay where we are. We don’t stop to 

think that maybe God is calling someone to teach the class in our place and if we 

don’t obey God in taking on a new role, they won’t be able to obey Him in teaching. 

It may be that we feel we won’t have time. (I used this one….who has time to 

study for classes?) Maybe we think we can’t afford it. (Remember when Jesus 

sent out the seventy in Luke 10? He sent them with nothing!)  

    Bottom line is that we don’t have to be overly excited or have a burning desire 

or passion to do what the Lord is asking us to do. We have to have an open heart 

and a willingness to be obedient. Sometimes the joy comes after taking the steps 

of obedience. Sometimes that genuine passion for the task isn’t ever felt. It doesn’t 

need to be if our passion is for the Lord and serving Him. He will sustain us. He 

will be our joy.  

    Read the story of the seventy disciples being sent out and their return in Luke 

10 and 11.   



Wednesday – Called to Tell Others 
By Nick Molick 

 “And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word 

of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed. And the 

word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region.” Acts 13:48-49 

    Throughout the history of the early church there are stories of great and terrible 

persecution, but they seem to always be coupled with a story of how God’s word 

went forward and had an incredible impact on those who heard it. Ashamedly, I’m 

continually amazed by these stories. I see and focus upon all that was set up 

against the Apostles and the fledgling church. Political leaders were against them, 

religious leaders from either end of the spectrum were against them, and society 

as a whole wanted to go on living their lives as they wanted without God and His 

plan for salvation. However, I’m then struck by the power of God’s word, His plan 

and His promises.  

    Jesus told us that the gates of hell would not prevail against the Church. 

Therefore, why would we think that a few societal norms being changed has God 

now wringing His hands and trying to figure out what to do next? We have seen 

all of this before and God always prevails and He does so by using people to take 

His word to all peoples of all tongues and tribes, so that they can hear the good 

news. With the perseverance of God’s plan in mind to spread his Gospel, we know 

we are all called to be missionaries of one sort or another.   For some, this means 

jetting off to the far remote corners of the globe to reach one of the 6,900 unique 

people groups that have yet to hear the Gospel. While for others, the mission may 

be something more local, but just as impactful as speaking to a neighbor who had 

walked away from their faith. There are all types of missions for missionaries in 

between these examples. What is consistent with all of these is that the mission 

and the missionaries should be connected to and supported by a Bible-believing 

church that is built to spread the Gospel. 

    Just as there are many different types of missionaries, we see many different 

types of churches today with varying focuses on spreading the gospel. One 

exciting type of mission for churches, that has gained great momentum in the past 

decade or so, is church planting. There are a myriad of great Bible believing 

church-planting organizations that recognize the call and the eternal value of 

standing up churches where they are needed, and giving them the support and 

guidance to grow and prosper to the glory of God.  

    We are blessed to be part of a church that has church planting as part of its 

Kingdom building mission. This is an exciting time to be part of FBC Palmetto, as 

we look to spread God’s love and word in whatever manner the Lord would have 

us all do it.  

    How can you prepare yourself to find whatever mission God has for you? What 

spiritual gifting has God given you to aid in the spread of His message?   



Thursday – After God’s Own Heart 
By Amy Pilson 

“And when he had removed him, he raised up David to be their king, of whom 

he testified and said, ‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a man after my 

heart, who will do all my will.’” Acts 13:22 

    We’ve looked at how our heart needs to be ready to serve God, regardless of 

how our heart may feel about it. We see in Acts 13:22, that doing all God’s will is 

what qualifies us to have a heart like God’s – the way David did. So what does 

God’s heart look like? 

    We know that throughout scripture, God speaks to us about caring for the 

fatherless and the widow, and giving the sojourner food and clothing (Deut. 

10:18). Scripture also talks about us ministering to those that are in prison (Matt. 

25:36). The same scripture talks about those who are hungry, thirsty, naked, and 

strangers. Jesus says in Matt. 25:45, “…as you did not do it to one of the least of 

these, you did not do it to me.” It’s pretty clear that God wants us to minister to 

the physical needs of people in our community and beyond. 

    Beyond the physical needs, God recognizes and meets the emotional and 

spiritual needs of people. Second Corinthians 7:6 tells us that God comforts the 

depressed. In several places in scripture we are told that Jesus recognized that a 

person was troubled. One of my favorite verses is Matthew 9:36, “When he saw 

the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and 

helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” The New American Standard Version 

says they were “distressed and dispirited.”  

    The physical and emotional needs were, and continue to be, ways that God 

meets the needs of people. His main purpose in all of it is to bring people to Him 

so that He may meet their spiritual needs. His desire is that none should perish 

and that all would come to a saving knowledge of who He is and what He has 

done for us. He wants people to accept Jesus as Lord and Savior in order that 

they too might spend eternity with Him in Heaven.  

    He commissioned the disciples to go into all the world to make disciples, and 

that direction is for us as well. We are to serve God with all of our hearts. We need 

to ask Him to give us the eyes to see others the way He sees them. We need to 

ask God to break our hearts for what breaks His. We must be willing to step out 

in obedience when He places the needs before us. Hebrews cautions us to not 

forget to minister because we may unknowingly be ministering to an angel (Heb. 

13:2).  

    Is your heart ready for God to speak to it? Are you willing to reach out in ways 

you may have never even considered, or which you may not consider exciting? 

Take a minute to read Psalm 82 and reflect.  

 



Friday – In the Bubble 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  
I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.” Luke 5:27-32 

    Missions is a favorite topic of mine. I work in this church, and through this job 
get to minister to people within the church very consistently. In fact, I teach 
kindergarten through fifth grade children every Sunday, with a passion to instill a 
love and awe of God in their hearts. Even though ministry is something I do often 
within the walls of FBC Palmetto, it’s an area of my life that I tend to be habitually 
complacent in outside of church.  

    Looking at my group of closest friends, and even acquaintances, ninety-nine 
percent of them already know the Lord. Don’t get me wrong, it is very important 
for our closest friends and confidants to follow Jesus. We need their God-inspired 
wisdom and support in life! However, I’ve been stirred lately by the fact that I rarely 
spend time with those who don’t know the Lord. Reading through the book of Luke 
in the evenings, a passage that I’ve known for a while freshly convicted me over 
this fact.  Jesus often went and had meals, or spent time with sinners; the people 
who did terrible things in the sight of religious leaders. In this particular passage 
in Luke 5 (verses 27-32), Jesus is having a meal with a tax collector named Levi 
(fun fact: Levi would later go on to become a disciple and write the book of 
Matthew). At this feast was a large amount of other tax collectors and other 
Gentiles. The Pharisees then began to grumble against Jesus, questioning His 
choice to associate with sinners. Jesus’s response is classic mic-drop-in-yo-face 
awesomeness. He responds to the Pharisees in verses 31 and 32 by saying this, 
“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I have 
not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.”  

    Honestly, when reading this I mentally fist bumped God and thought, “Yeah 
Lord, you tell ‘em!” Then immediately He corrected my own complacency. The 
people of God, those who already know Him, need discipleship, encouragement 
and teaching in their faith to help them grow spiritually. This is part of the role of 
the church. However, an even bigger need is for those who don’t know the Gospel 
to be told about it! This is another role of the church, a more urgent role I think. 
As Jesus metaphorically said, those who have salvation are no longer in need of 
a Savior, but those who are dead in sin desperately need Him. 

    Intentionally, and consistently, ministering to the lost is something that I’ve 
found my personal life lacking in lately. Sure, there are plenty of kids who come 
into Kids Worship on Sunday mornings who don’t know the Lord; I pray that they 
see a glimpse of God through the service, and that the teachings of Him point 
their hearts toward His. But more often than not, I spend majority of my time in 
my Christian bubble with my Christian friends, with no concern of sharing the hope 
of the Gospel with someone who does not know it. It’s not that I don’t want to; 
mostly it’s because life is busy (as it will always be) and I’ve failed to prioritize 
sharing the Gospel.  

    God continues to point this out to me, it’s now my choice to act on what He’s 
convicted. I don’t know if this has struck a cord with you at all, but if it has, 
remember that time is precious, souls are lost, and you have the greatest 
message of hope to give. How will you steward it? 

 



Weekend – If I Were… 
By Kel Cunard 

“One man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years.” John 5:5 

    Every Monday morning, football fans gather to impart pearls of wisdom to one 

another. With massive passion and miniscule humility, we share all the ways we 

could have played better, coached smarter or officiated that weekend’s games 

with more wisdom than the much maligned referees. Monday morning 

quarterbacking is a time-honored tradition. It is a no risk proposition for its 

participants because none of us will ever have to put on the pads, wear the 

headset or blow a whistle. When you don’t have to take action or responsibility, 

it’s easy to say, “If I were…” 

    Our not-so-humble critiques aren’t limited to football or Monday mornings. 

When it comes to the way God runs the universe, we always have a lot to say. If 

we were God, we wouldn’t let such bad things happen. If we were God, we 

wouldn’t send anyone to Hell. And if we were God… well… God help us if any of 

us really ran the world.  

    Over the next few weeks, we are going to look at several stories we would have 

never written, but our lives and our world are better because God did. Read John 

5:1-17 and join us this Sunday as we begin our If I Were God…sermon series. 

  

Pray for the World: Indonesia 
   Indonesia is made up of 17,500 islands. Less than six percent of the country’s small 

population is Evangelical Christian. Indonesia needs prayer for the development of a 

missionary vision. The history and background of Indonesian Christianity are unique, 

and Indonesians are able to make a significant contribution to world evangelization. 
Pray for: 

 Churches to be gripped by the challenge of hundreds of unreached people 

groups in their own country and in other lands of Asia and Africa. The financial 

and human resources are there. Denominations will need to work together on an 

unprecedented level. 

 The sending out of Christians. 

 And training and strategy issues that are vital for such a vision to be 

accomplished. Changing the mindset of ordinary Christians – and theological 

students in particular – to become more missional is crucial. (Taken from 

operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
   Read Psalm 1, as you prepare your heart for worship this morning. Take delight in 

the Word of God and spend time thanking Him for the gift of the Bible. 



 

  



 


