
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – December 4, 2016 
If I Were God: 

I Would Have Healed Everyone 
John 5 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 49 

 Monday 
• 1 Kings 8:22-66 
• Acts 16:11-24 
• Proverbs 22:17-29 

 Tuesday 
• 1 Kings 9 
• Acts 16:25-40 
• Proverbs 23:1-9 

 Wednesday 
• 1 Kings 10:1-11:8 
• Acts 17:1-9 
• Proverbs 23:10-20 

 Thursday 
• 1 Kings 11:9-43 
• Acts 17:10-21 
• Proverbs 23:21-35 

 Friday 
• 1 Kings 12:1-13:10 
• Acts 17:22-34 
• Proverbs 24:1-22 

 

Discussion Questions 
• If you were God what would you do? Why? 

• What is unique about Jesus being around the multitudes of sick people? Who 
or where makes us feel uncomfortable? 

• Why did Jesus ask the man if he wanted to be healed? Where have we 
experienced hopelessness, in our life or someone else’s? 

• What causes someone to question why 
Jesus only healed one man? Why are we 
likely to overlook the hope Jesus gave and 
focus on what He didn’t do? 

• What kind of God would you make? What 
would be the hardest part about being God? 

• What is our ultimate response to God and 
His plan? 



Monday – If I Had a Million Dollars... 
By Kel Cunard 

“Do you want to be healed?” John 5:6 

    What would you do if you woke up to find you were 12 million dollars richer? 
Last week, twenty coworkers from the North American Stamping Company in 
Portland, Tennessee discovered they had won a share of a $420 million 
Powerball prize. They decided to take the lump sum, which ends up being 
$254.7 million making each of them $12.7 million richer. Let that dollar amount 
sink in for a while.  
    If you awoke to a $12 million payday, what is the first thing you would do? 
Who is the first person you would call? What is the first thing you would buy? A 
year later, would you be in the same job, live in the same house or drive the 
same car? A decade later, would your life be better or worse? Are you sure? 
    In an article reflecting on the fate of lottery winners, Fortune magazine 
reported: “The Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards says nearly a 
third of lottery winners declare bankruptcy—meaning they were worse off than 
before they became rich. Other studies show that lottery winners frequently 
become estranged from family and friends, and incur a greater incidence of 
depression, drug and alcohol abuse, divorce, and suicide than the average 
American.” 
    How many of us have dreamed of winning millions in the Publishers Clearing 
House sweepstakes? If we were millionaires, we’d defy the odds. Our lives 
would be easier, and we could make life better for everyone we love. How many 
of you have hoped that unexpected knock at the door was Ed McMahon holding 
an oversized check? (Well, at least when he was alive. It would be pretty 
terrifying if Ed McMahon knocked on your door today.) While we’d love to wake 
up 12 million dollars richer, there is no guarantee our windfall will enrich our 
lives or anyone else’s. Sometimes getting what we want guarantees we will 
never grasp what we need.  
    Just as we wish we had more money, we also wish we had more power. 
Though we would rarely, if ever, speak the words aloud, we often ponder to 
ourselves, “Things would be different if I were God…”  
    Life doesn’t always make sense. If we’re honest, nonsensical moments seem 
to be the norm. We don’t understand why doing the right thing still turns out 
wrong. We struggle with bad things happening to good people. And we wrestle 
with the actions and inactions of a God who assures us of His love. If we were 
God, things would be different. But would they better? 
    Read John 5:1-8. By the Pool of Bethesda, Jesus walked by and over 
dozens, if not hundreds, of hurting people in order to heal just one man. If I was 
God, I would have provided wholesale healings to everyone within the sound of 
my voice. If I had the power, why wouldn’t I? However, if I was God, my moment 
of self-sacrifice would quickly descend into self-celebration. If I had a million 
dollars, I’d probably make a mess of things. And if I was God, the world would 
quickly be all about me. 
    Over the next few weeks, our “If I were God” moments will provide the 
backdrops as we discover all the reasons we should be glad we are not God. 
His ways are higher than our ways, and His thoughts than our thoughts. (Isaiah 
55:9)   



Tuesday – A Singular Focus with  
Innumerable Impacts 

By Nick Molick 
“Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight years. 

 When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had been in 
 that condition a long time, He said to him, ‘Do you want to be made well?’”  

John 5:5-6 
  

    Why does God do things the way He does? Why do we continually come up 
with other ways we would go about business if we were to assume His role? 
Why are we continually unable to make sense of suffering and strife in our 
world? The answer to these questions, like all other questions, is found in God’s 
word, and leads us to some serious contemplation. We are told in Isaiah 55:8 
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
declares the LORD.” So with that in mind, we should know that our thoughts and 
actions will not necessarily always square with what God has in His holy and 
just mind. Our actions will be bent toward a fleshly, earthly focus. We may do 
well in our own eyes, only for the short-term, while the eternal salvation of others 
suffers. The healing at Bethesda is a good example of this train of thought. 
    In the account of the healing at the pool at Bethesda, we are told of Jesus 
walking among a multitude of people who were sick, lame, and in dire need of 
healing. Christ focused solely on one man who had been lame for thirty-eight 
years. Why did Jesus pick this man when there were all kinds of others in need 
of healing? Why heal him, and not all of them?  
    Again, we are led back to scripture with the refrain of His ways are not our 
ways. Glory to God that His ways are not our ways! The vast multitude of people 
surrounding the pool were focused on the pool and the water itself, losing sight 
of the “living water” that was in their midst. Charles Spurgeon wrote in response 
to this account, “A multitude of needy people were there, yet none of them 
looked to Jesus. A blindness had come over these people at the pool; there they 
were, and there was Christ, who could heal them, but not a single one of them 
sought him. Their eyes were fixed on the water, expecting it to be troubled; they 
were so taken up with their own chosen way that the true way was neglected.”  
    I fall into this trap believing I know the “right” way to go about things, only to 
be shown that I know nothing; and in most cases, less than nothing. Let us be 
thankful that God has His own way and doesn’t rely on us to give Him some 
good ideas to get through the day. We may have the seemingly greater good in 
mind if we were given the power of God, but God is the one who sees it all, the 
beginning to the end. He sees outside of time and He is holy and just and that 
alone should let us rest in His promises.  
    In what ways have you been convinced that God’s way is ultimately better 
than your own? Why do you think it was important that Jesus only healed the 
one man at the pool? 



Wednesday – Where’s the Peace? 
By Amy Pilson 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare 
and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope”. Jeremiah 29:11 

 

    Have you ever felt like the odds were so stacked against you that your 
situation would never change? Most, if not all, of us have. Yet when we stop and 
really take a few minutes we can often think of 
others who are in worse conditions than we are. 
That’s supposed to be a thought that gives us 
encouragement but often doesn’t.  

    I think about the lame man who was healed by 
Jesus, at the Pool of Bethesda. He was older than 
most men lived during that time. For 38 years he 
had been blind, lame and paralyzed. Not to mention, he was alone. We tend to 
overlook the part where he tells Jesus that he has no one to put him into the 
water. Can you imagine such a life? His chances of ever being healed were next 
to none. I’m sure that as the years wore on more and more people were there to 
try for healing, and His odds kept decreasing.  

    Throughout scripture, God chose the least likely to be used by Him. Moses 
was a murderer, David was the youngest and he became an adulterer and 
murderer. God sees beyond the physical condition of our lives and focuses on 
the spiritual. Even when Jesus physically healed someone, He was always 
concerned about their spiritual condition. His common phrase was “go and sin 
no more” and “your sins have been forgiven you.”  

    So how do we apply this to our lives? Well, I think the biggest thing is to never 
count anything out. We can’t know the ways of God for His thoughts are higher 
than our thoughts and His ways higher than ours. We can’t rule anything out 
because of our age, our physical condition, our choices or sins, our education 
level, our finances, etc. We long for things to make sense and unfortunately 
most of the time they won’t – at least to us here and now.  

    We have a promise that the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard our hearts and our minds in Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:7). 
But how and why? It is because God knows the beginning and the end. He has 
our best interest at heart. His purpose is not for us to live here on Earth but to 
live with Him in eternity. That’s the future and the hope that Jeremiah 29:11 talks 
about. We are strangers here on earth with our home being with Him in Heaven. 
This is where faith comes in – we have to put our trust in Him. 

    Spend some time focusing on the gift of Jesus as the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 
9:6) and what that means to you in your life, especially during times of 
uncertainty. 

The peace of 
God will guard 

our hearts 
and minds. 

 



Thursday – His Will Can Be Trusted 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner  

“For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher  
than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” Isaiah 55:9 

 
    I am twenty-one years old, and I don’t have a lot of life experience, nor 
wisdom. In fact, most of the time, I feel very unqualified to be writing devotionals 
for you. This series in particular, is actually very difficult to write about, because 
they are tough questions to answer. Why didn’t Jesus heal everyone?  
    In John 5, Jesus is found at a pool in Jerusalem called Bethesda. Many 
people would come to dip in the pool, believing it would bring healing to their 
illness. When Jesus arrived there were many who were in need of healing. 
However, Jesus only chose to heal one person that day. It was a man who had 
been an invalid for thirty-eight years, a man who had waited hopelessly at the 
pool for a long time. He could not walk and was alone, which meant he had no 
way of dipping into the pool. But then Jesus showed up, He spoke to the man, 
the man believed Him, and he at once was healed.  
    Here is a person in a hopeless situation, who many were probably familiar 
with since he had been hanging around the pool for a long time. When Jesus 
noticed Him and healed Him, I’m sure many were in awe, including the man, 
and glory was brought to God – not to a “healing pool”. 
    Honestly, I don’t have the perfect answer as to why God didn’t and doesn’t 
heal every person who is in need of it. But this I know to be absolutely true: God 
is sovereign, He is in control, His ways are higher than ours, and His thoughts 
perfectly wise. These are all characteristics of Him that we can fully trust 
because He has proven them in His Word. The reason why signs and miracles 
occur, is always to reveal the glory and power of God; in hopes that at least one 
person will choose to believe what they have seen and follow Him. The man at 
the pool received the biggest blessing of his life that day. It was not his healing, 
even though that too was a blessing. The biggest gift he received that day was 
to be made aware of Who God is and his eternity was forever changed.  
    God doesn’t promise our healing. He does promise comfort, peace, joy, rest, 
and reconciliation for those who choose to believe in Him. He doesn’t even 
promise good fortune or good health to those who follow Him. But He does 
promise an even bigger gift than healing – salvation.  
    I have a chronic pain that I deal with on a daily basis, and I believe absolutely 
that the Lord could heal me of it. However, He may choose not to, and if that’s 
the case… I’m okay with it. I trust in the fact that my God is who He says He is; 
that His ways are higher than my ways, and His thoughts than my thoughts 
(Isaiah 55:8-9). That His plan is perfect and to be trusted in, and I rest in the fact 
that I’ve already received the greatest gift from Him anyways – salvation.  
    Spend some time this morning rejoicing in the salvation that Jesus has made 
possible. Pray earnestly and present your requests to Him with thankfulness – 
even pray for healing. Also, remember that He is sovereign and His will can be 
trusted. 



Friday – Laser-like Focus 
By Keith Thomas 

“…whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life.” 
John 5:24a 

    LaserDisc technology hit the North American market in 1978.  Its optical disc 
format allowed its viewers a higher-quality home video experience.  It also 
provided studios with the ability to store more content on the disc.  Viewers were 
soon able to choose additional content from the disc menu that ranged from 
“Deleted Scenes” to “Director Commentaries”.   

    The first movie to be released with an audio commentary version loaded on 
the LaserDisc was King Kong, in 1984.  The commentary featured film historian, 
Ronald Haver, took his audience on a “lecture tour” of the film.  Film 
commentaries continue to be offered on many of the movies released today; but 
the LaserDisc has been quickly replaced by the smaller, optical, discs that are 
known today as CD, DVD, and Blu-ray. 

    The popularity of the “Behind the Scenes” or “Director’s Commentary” can be 
attributed to our curious human nature.  We want to know how a certain stunt 
was performed, or why the director chose a particular actor for the lead 
role.  We are enthralled to know the story behind the story. 

    Biblical passages, like the one in John 5:1-17, pique our curiosity to know the 
story behind the story, or more importantly, the purpose behind the question.   

    A question structured properly and presented sensibly, demonstrates how 
much you care.  That’s why, when Jesus arrived on the scene at the pool of 
Bethesda, it was obvious that people needed healing, but with laser-like focus 
Jesus zeroed in on one man, to ask one question of him, “Do you want to be 
healed?” (v.6). It seemed obvious, but Jesus asked it, even though He already 
knew this man’s story. Jesus healed the man physically, but He cared more 
about the spiritual condition of this man’s heart.  It’s why Jesus sought him out 
later, to tell him that a lifestyle of sinning would lead to further judgment (v.14). 

    What would the commentary of your life look like?  Which director is narrating 
it: you or God?  Would you include the “Behind the Scenes” or leave them on 
the editing room floor? 

    God knows all of your “Blooper” stories, and He still cares for you.  His deep 
questions and commentary on your life are intentionally designed to bring you to 
a place of holy living.  The methods and mediums of telling stories will change 
through the years, but God’s unending love for us will always be the constant 
story that captivates the audience with truth.  God, as the perfect director, chose 
Jesus as the perfect lead, whose perfect mission was the heart of man, “. . . to 
seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:10)     



Weekend – So Many Bad Things 
By Kel Cunard 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
John 9:2 

    Disease, war, famines and floods. Why does a loving God allow so many bad 
things in His world?  

    If we were God, we’d do things differently. We’d make every day easier than 
the day before, and we certainly wouldn’t let innocent people suffer senselessly. 
But we wouldn’t necessarily have any problem letting the guilty writhe. After all, 
we have no issue with bad things happening to bad people.  

    Our internal ponderings are nothing new. As Jesus traveled with His disciples, 
they came upon a blind man begging by the side of the road. One of them 
turned to Jesus and asked what they were all wondering: “Who sinned to cause 
this man to be born blind?” I don’t think they were prepared for His unexpected 
response.  

    If we will let go of our “If I were God…” assumptions, the answer Jesus 
provided can change the way we see everything. Read John 9 and join us this 
weekend as we try and discover the good that can come from so many bad 
things.  

 

 
  

Pray for the World: Iran 
    Iran is situated between the Caspian Sea to the north and the Persian Gulf of 
Oman to the south. It is a central desert ringed by mountains. Less than one 
percent of the country’s population is Evangelical, while ninety-eight percent of the 
country is Muslim.  The majority of the wider Christian community are Christian 
Armenians with a smaller number of Assyrians and Chaldeans. They are cultural 
and linguistic islands isolated in a Muslim sea. While they live in relative peace, their 
fear of persecution and of job and educational discrimination, as well as their desire 
to offer their families a more stable and promising future, drive many to emigrate.  

    Pray for a work of the Holy Spirit in these often-nominal churches, that Jesus 
might shine through their lives and that they might have a burden for their Muslim 
neighbors. Pray also for the Evangelical churches, adequate income for Christians, 
courage and fortitude, protection and deliverance, and also for the churches outside 
of Tehran. (Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare for worship this morning, read Psalm 3, and give thanks to God 
who is our shield and glory, and the sustainer of our needs. 



  



 


