
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – November 13 2016 
If I Were God: 

I Wouldn’t Let Bad Things Happen 
John 9 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 50 

 Monday 
• 1 Kings 13:11-14:18 
• Acts 18:1-17 
• Proverbs 24:23-34 

 Tuesday 
• 1 Kings 14:19-15:24 
• Acts 18:18-28 
• Proverbs 25:1-12 

 Wednesday 
• 1 Kings 15:25-16:20 
• Acts 19:1-20 
• Proverbs 25:13-28 

 Thursday 
• 1 Kings 16:21-17:24 
• Acts 19:21-41 
• Proverbs 26:1-12 

 Friday 
• 1 Kings 18 
• Acts 20:1-16 
• Proverbs 26:13-28 

 

Discussion Questions 
• If you could ask God to explain one thing in your life, what would it be? 

• Why did the disciples believe the man’s blindness in John 9 had been caused by 
sin? Have you ever felt like pain must be the product of sin? 

• Why did Jesus heal the man only after he left Christ and washed his eyes in the 
pool?  

• How have you seen God use pain as a 
megaphone? 

• What have you learned during the painful 
seasons of life? Do you think you would have 
grasped those important truths without 
walking through those difficult valleys? 

• The blind man was an outcast from society, 
but within the span of a few hours, he was 
giving his testimony before the most powerful 
people in that society. What do you think the 
Lord could do if you were willing to share your 
story? 



Monday – Murphy’s Law 
By Kel Cunard 

“Rabbi, who sinned...” John 9:2 
    I don’t know who Murphy is, but I sure do hate his law. Murphy’s Law 
summarizes what we have so often seen to be true: If anything can go wrong, it 
will – and at the worst possible moment. In a 1995 edition of the European 
Journal of Physics, physicist Robert Matthews of Aston University published an 
article entitled “Tumbling toast, Murphy’s Law and the fundamental constants.” 
Matthews looked at the tendency of tumbling toast to land butter-side down. He 
asserted that the additional mass and aerodynamic effect of a thin butter layer 
cannot explain these frustrating landings. He concluded that this manifestation 
of Murphy’s Law was based on “the fundamental constants in our universe. As 
such, we have probably confirmed the suspicions of many regarding the innate 
cussedness of the universe.” 
    Murphy’s Law is a guilt free way of describing the effects of sin. If we can 
attribute everything that goes wrong to some untamed, natural force, we don’t 
have to own our part in this universal wrongness. But without sin, there would be 
no Murphy. I can’t confirm it scientifically or biblically, but I bet if Adam dropped 
his toast in the Garden of Eden, it never landed butter-side down.  
    Things go wrong because mankind chose wrong. Everything in our universe 
now tends toward decay, and every living thing begins to die the moment it 
begins to live. Sin broke everything, and everything from tainted toast to 
shattered lives are its results. Because of sin, we must all endure the ravages of 
disease, violence and corruption. Without original sin and its Murphian ripples, 
there would be no sickness or death. But this truth can lead to flawed 
conclusions. 
    Read John 9:1-5. As Jesus and His disciples were traveling together, they 
saw a man begging by the side of the road who had been blind since birth. The 
struggling stranger prompted a question: “Jesus, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?” To the disciples, since sin brought sickness 
into the world, therefore sin must also bring sickness into individual lives. 
    The response of Jesus shattered their prevailing paradigm. The blindness of 
this man was not the product of anyone’s sin. The man was designed that way 
by his Creator so that the power of God could be displayed in and through him. 
His blindness was not a punishment. His pain had a purpose.  
    In his book, The Problem of Pain, C.S. Lewis wrote, “We can ignore even 
pleasure. But pain insists upon being attended to. God whispers to us in our 
pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pains: it is his 
megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” For more than 2,000 years, a deaf world has 
been stirred by the resounding story of a blind man’s astounding day. He began 
his day with eyes that did not function, but he ended his day with the eyes of all 
the religious leaders on him as he testified of the power of Jesus: “One thing I 
do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”  
    If we were God, we wouldn’t let people hurt and would unwittingly short-circuit 
their stories. This man’s pain had a purpose. It was the preface for the rest of his 
story. The same is true of you. No matter what life brings, you can trust the One 
who gave you life. Rest in His plan and trust that He will never waste your pain.   
  



Tuesday – Reconciling Difficulties 
By Cathy Slusser 

“He has made everything beautiful in its time.” Ecclesiastes 3:11 

    In her novel, The Beekeeper’s Son, Kelly Irvin tackles the age old question, 
“Why do bad things happen to good people?” The book, set in modern day, tells 
the story of Phineas King and Deborah Lanz, Amish residents of Bee County, 
Texas. Phineas, who loves solitude, nature and beekeeping, was injured in an 
automobile accident when he was eight years old. Beyond his horribly scarred 
face, Phineas carries a secret: he believes he is responsible for the accident 
that also killed his mother.  

    Deborah’s father died of a heart attack when she wass a teenager resulting in 
her family’s relocation to Bee County in South Texas from her home in 
Tennessee. Deborah resents the move from the lush green mountains of her 
home state to the barren desert. While adjusting to her new home and her 
mother’s possible remarriage, Deborah befriends Phineas, helping him to 
understand that he is worthy of love. At the same time, Phineas helps Deborah 
to see both beyond the dry lands of South Texas and his scarred face.  

    Deborah cannot see any good that will come out of her family’s move until her 
love for Phineas blossoms. Phineas cannot see any good in himself until he 
sees himself through Deborah’s eyes. More than a sweet romance, in The 
Beekeeper’s Son, Deborah and Phineas wrestle with the deaths of their parents.  
Phineas believes his mother died because he was bad; Deborah believes God 
cannot be good because her father died. They both come to see that God is 
always good and though bad things happen, it does not reflect their own 
behavior and worth.  

    The world we live in is filled with peril, but we can always trust God to be 
there and to use each moment to teach us Who He is and how He wants us to 
live our lives. When Phineas’ father, Mordecai, talks to Deborah about the loss 
of his wife in the accident, he says, “I learned to take each day as it comes, to 
enjoy it, to thank Gott (God) for it, to appreciate the blessings of this earth.  
We’re only passing through, but this is Gott’s (God’s) creation and it is worthy of 
our praise and thanksgiving.”  

    The Beekeeper’s Son, one of a trilogy written by Irvin, is an interesting way to 
see how humans of all faiths struggle with reconciling the difficulties of this earth 
with the character of God.  

    Read Ecclesiates 3:1-15. List all the times referred to in verses 1-8.  What 
does it mean that God makes it all beautiful in its time?  Do you see yourself as 
beautiful?  Why or why not?  Why did God put eternity in our hearts?  Why does 
God do what He does?  (Remember that in the Bible, the word fear is 
interchangeable with the word reverence). 

 



Wednesday – On Display 
By Keith Thomas 

“The heavens declare the glory of God,  
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.” Psalms 19:1 

    Holiday store window displays are a tradition in New York City.  Stores like 
Macy’s, Bloomingdale's, Lord & Taylor, Saks Fifth Avenue, and Bergdorf 
Goodman place a high priority on creating window displays for the over five 
million people who will visit NYC between Thanksgiving and New Year’s 
Eve.  R.H. Macy used Christmas-themed window displays in his original store 
back in the 1870s, and Lord and Taylor unveiled its first animated holiday 
window display experience in 1937.  With more people shopping online for their 
gifts these days, the window displays continue to play a vital role in “converting” 
sightseers into paying customers. 

    The amount of effort that goes into creating these displays is huge.  Most 
stores won’t even divulge the amount of money spent each year on creating 
their displays, and they are quick to thank the many corporate sponsors that 
help them underwrite the displays each year.  Roe Palermo, vice president of 
store visuals for Lord & Taylor says it takes eight people, nine months to design 
the displays, and six months to build the sets (off-site).  Then a team of twenty 
five people work three weeks to re-assemble the sets on-site in the basement of 
the 102 year old store.  The store is equipped with a freight elevator that was 
originally used for horse and buggies, but is now used to raise the displays right 
into place. 

    Much effort was spent during a few years of Jesus’ ministry to create the 
team of evangelists that would display the Gospel message to the world.  The 
disciples never seemed to be lacking questions of their teacher, Jesus.  The 
problem was the type of questions they asked.  When they asked Jesus about 
the reason for the man’s blindness in John 9, they asked a “who” question - 
“who was responsible for this man’s blindness?”  “Who” questions usually place 
blame on someone or something else.  The real question they were asking was, 
“What caused this man’s blindness,” but Jesus tells them that a greater purpose 
was to be served, “. . . that the works of God might be displayed in him.”  The 
blindness was not the point.  The healing of the blindness was the work Jesus 
chose to put the power of God on display.  

    As followers of Jesus, we’re on display, every day.  We’re not in costume or 
draped with twinkling lights, but we are on display to show the world the power 
of God in our lives.  Millions are watching and looking for something 
beautiful.  Holy living, humbly displayed, will convert doubters into 
believers.  When we display the unending love of God, raving fans are created 
for a lifetime.   

    What attributes of God are on display in the “windows” of your life?  

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2019.1


Thursday – We Are Not God 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“But the serpent said to the woman, you will not surely die. For God knows 
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God…’”  

Genesis 3:4-5 

    “If I were God… I wouldn’t let bad things happen.” That’s an interesting 
statement. One I’ve probably felt in my heart sometimes, to be honest. But you 
know what? When you think about it, as a Christian, it’s a very vain thought to 
think, a pretty dangerous one in fact. In the beginning of the world, Adam and 
Eve wanted to be God, so they acted on Satan’s temptation and ate from the 
forbidden tree. This brought sin and darkness upon the world. In Heaven, way 
before Adam and Eve, there was an angel named Lucifer who questioned God 
and wanted to be Him. Guess what happened to this angel? He was cast from 
Heaven into a place known as Hell, and we now have Satan.  
   A person who claims disbelief in God is permissible to question God’s 
sovereignty (how He chooses to rule the universe) because they have yet to 
recognize God as God. However, as a Christian, why do we question God’s 
sovereignty? Why do we deny Him our full trust and surrender? Why do we His 
people cast our blame and misunderstanding at Him, when things beyond our 
control don’t go the “right” way? 
    I struggle with this is in my own heart. Just recently, with the wildfires in 
Gatlinburg, the question stands: why God? Why do tragedies like this happen? 
Why don’t you stop them? The answer is simple, but it requires trust and 
surrender to accept.  
    I don’t believe God intended for bad things to happen when He began 
creating. He put Adam and Eve in a sinless, perfect place, where they had direct 
fellowship with Him. I believe that was His design. However, He gave His 
creation the ability to choose, and they chose to disobey. When that happened, 
the perfect place was now imperfect, and imperfection brings faulty reality. We 
live in a world where bad things happen, because imperfect people make up our 
imperfect existence.  
    I believe some bad things happen to people as a result of consequence, for 
example: A woman commits adultery, her husband divorces her, and her teen 
children don’t want much to do with her. This is a consequence of a sinful action 
that she chose to do. However, what about when innocent people face a 
consequence they didn’t directly cause? For instance, the man’s blindness in 
John 9, or the people in Tennessee who lost everything in a wildfire. 
    All I can explain is this: bad things happen in this world, even to good and 
innocent people, because sin is a part of our reality and sin brings brokenness 
and pain. Therefore, we live in a broken and painful existence. Thankfully, God 
sent Jesus to free us of the ultimate pain of Hell and reconcile us to Him, but He 
also sent His Holy Spirit to guide and comfort us when facing trials of many 
kinds on Earth. 
   All this being said, let us not put God on trial in times of trial. It is dangerous to 
assume He isn’t sovereign. It is dangerous to assume we could do things a 
whole lot better. It’s dangerous to think “If I were God…”  
    Instead, we can trust in the One who put us here, saved us from our 
consequence of death, and Whose plans have a perfect purpose. We can turn 
to Him for comfort and wisdom when our reality hurts and doesn’t make sense. 
We can trust that He is God, and His plans are good, even amongst our 
brokenness.  



Friday – Loss of Focus 
By Nick Molick 

“But this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.”  
John 9:3  

    We read and hear about the account of the blind man in John 9 and we think 
to ourselves, “How could the disciples think that this man’s sin caused his 
blindness?” We, or at least I, fall into the trap of thinking I am so much more 
evolved than the simple Hebrews of the Bible. But, in reality nothing could be 
further from the truth. I make the same mistakes and miss the point completely 
about calamity befalling people all over the world. I know that bad things happen 
and I want to believe that people’s sin doesn’t heap ashes on their heads but I’m 
not consistent with this. Bad things happen, but why do they happen? Why does 
God go about His business this way? I would do things differently. The problem 
with this thought is that it comes from our earthly point of view, and that view is 
myopic and terribly self-centered. It searches for our own glory, not God’s. 

    We are bombarded on a seemingly minute by minute basis, with news of bad 
things happening to supposedly good people, and vice versa. What are we to do 
with all of this? How do we make sense of it all? This story in John 9 gives us 
some great insight into how the world sees struggles, miracles and judgment.  
The initial question about who sinned to make the man blind shows that the 
disciples were still working out of a fairly earthly worldview, and saw this man’s 
struggle tied to something he or his family had done. Sin does have 
consequences, and at times dire ones, but this is not what is going on in this 
story. Neither this man nor his family did anything to bring his blindness about, 
rather his blindness was there so that he could be healed by Jesus and glory 
would be given to God. But, note the Pharisees’ reaction – grilling the man and 
his family about why he was blind, if he was really blind, and what Jesus did. 
They exhaust the line of questioning that goes nowhere, and finally arrive at the 
thought of, “well, he did it on the wrong day, that is the issue.” From the 
Pharisees’ point of view, healing and miracles were one thing, but they were not 
to be done on the Holy day of the Sabbath. This seems to miss the point, 
doesn’t it? 

    The blindness this man suffered was analogous to the spiritual blindness the 
Pharisees were suffering, and that spiritual blindness was far worse. Judgment 
comes for the spiritually blind, not the physically blind. The Pharisees chose to 
focus on themselves and their own rules and traditions and in the process 
missed the King of Glory. Let our focus be on Christ and His father’s glory no 
matter what trouble comes our way. 

    In what ways do you make the same mistake of ascribing sin to suffering like 
the disciples did? How can you combat spiritual blindness?  



Weekend – Lie in It 
By Kel Cunard 

“I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.” Luke 2:10 

    Idioms are more than the sum of their parts. They are phrases that make 
sense only because we have all decided they make sense. The literal meaning 
of the group of words would neither make sense or an impact, but because we 
all understand their connotation, their deeper meaning comes through loud and 
clear.  
    “You’ve made your bed, now lie in it” is one such phrase. Its meaning has 
nothing to do with pillows, sheets or comforters, but each and every one of us 
has had to lie in a bed we have made. This idiom makes mpact because we all 
have context. We have made a mess of things and had to live with the 
consequences. Even more, we have dealt with so many people who have 
wrecked their lives and then wanted someone to clean up after them. No matter 
how many times we’ve been in the same boat, we have wanted them to lie in 
the bed they made.  
    If we were God, we might have said the same thing to the people who made a 
mess of things. They chose to rebel, they chose the side of sin, they made their 
bed, now they can lie in its consequences for all eternity.  
    If we were God, we probably wouldn’t have sent our only Son to save sinners. 
But praise the Lord, He did! Thankfully, our Heavenly Father did not give us this 
idiom for all the times we’ve been idiots. Read Luke 2 and join us this weekend 
as we continue our If I Were God… series looking with fresh eyes at the wonder 
of Christmas.  

  

Pray for the World: Iraq 
    Iraq is nestled in the fertile plains of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, and is the 
site of the ancient Sumerian, Assyrian and Babylonian Empires. Less than one 
percent of Iraq’s population are Evangelicals. The emergence of Iraqi Arab 
evangelicals in recent years is an answer to prayer. During Hussein’s rule, there 
were a few hundred; now there are an estimated 53,000 in the country. Many of 
them come from Muslim backgrounds but have encountered Christ through 
evangelical witness, gospel radio and especially through dreams and visions of 
Jesus. They are obvious targets for persecution. 
    Iraq’s future remains uncertain. Saddam Hussein’s dictatorship was removed, but 
a host of problems still plagues the country.    
    Pray for: The establishment of a national government, healing after decades of 
suffering, the elimination of corruption, and for the suffering the Iraqi people have 
endured. Continue also to pray for the growth of the church in Iraq and for those 
who know the Gospel to be bold.  

Prepare for Worship 
    Read Psalm 4 this morning, as you prepare for worship, and thank God that He 
fills us with peace and joy and provides safety.  



 
  



 
 


