
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – December 18, 2016 
If I Were God: 

That's Not the Way I’d Save the World 
Luke 2 & Colossians 1:13-17 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 51 

 Monday 
• 1 Kings 19:1-20:12 
• Acts 20:17-25 
• Proverbs 27:1-11 

 Tuesday 
• 1 Kings 20:13-43 
• Acts 20:26-38 
• Proverbs 27:12-27 

 Wednesday 
• 1 Kings 21:1-22:12 
• Acts 21:1-16 
• Proverbs 28:1-12 

 Thursday 
• 1 Kings 22:13-53 
• Acts 21:17-26 
• Proverbs 28:13-28 

 Friday 
• 2 Kings 1-2 
• Acts 21:27-40 
• Proverbs 29:1-11 
  

Discussion Questions 
• When someone makes a mess at your house, who has to clean it up?  

• If you were God, would have sent your son to save the world? Why or why not? 

• As you reflect on the Christmas story, what aspect of the account is the most 
remarkable part to you? How can you share that insight with others this 
Christmas season? 

• In Colossians 1, Paul describes the work of 
Christ as a daring rescue behind enemy 
lines. How have you experienced the rescue 
of Jesus in your life? Who do you know who 
needs to hear the story God is telling through 
you? 

• Colossians 1:17 says Jesus “is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together.” 
How would your life be different if Jesus was 
not a part of it? 

• If an unsaved friend asked you to explain who 
Jesus is, what would you say? 



Monday – A Daring Rescue 
By Kel Cunard 

“He has delivered us.” Colossians 1:13 

    In January of 2007, 19-year-old Cameron Hollopeter experienced a seizure 
while waiting on a New York subway station platform. The intense convulsions 
caused the young man to fall on the tracks in the path of an inbound train.  
    Standing near Cameron on the platform were Wesley Autrey and his two 
young daughters. The 50-year-old construction worker saw the impending 
danger and realized no one else on the platform was going to help. Ignoring the 
risk to himself, Autrey jumped down to the tracks and grabbed hold of 
Hollopeter. With no time to spare, he rolled them both into a drainage trough 
between the two tracks. The subway train roared overhead with only inches of 
clearance between them and certain death.  
    Wesley Autrey's heroism was celebrated by Mayor Michael Bloomberg with 
the city's highest civic award. He was given $10,000 by Donald Trump, a trip to 
Disney World and a year's supply of MetroCards. He was even invited to be 
interviewed on television by Ellen DeGeneres and David Letterman. Autrey 
reluctantly accepted all the accolades with sincere humility saying, "I just did it 
because I saw someone in distress. Someone needed help."  
    You and I are confronted by a fate that is far more dangerous than anything 
Cameron and Wesley faced that day. Our distress goes beyond physical harm 
to eternal hopelessness. Without intervention, our sin places us in the oncoming 
path of God’s wrath, a collision we would never survive. Thankfully, the Lord did 
not leave us to languish in our hopelessness. He sent Jesus to execute a daring 
rescue. Read Colossians 1:13-17.  
    Given the level of our distress, we would have dispatched an elite group of 
angels to accompany Jesus in His mission behind enemy lines. We would have 
sent history’s greatest invasion force to rescue those who were trapped in “the 
domain of darkness.” If we were God, we would have gone for a grand display, 
but we would have been wrong. 
    Instead of coming with overpowering force, Jesus came with unbelievable 
humility. The One who created all things and in whom all things hold together 
set aside His power and glory and took on the flesh of a helpless babe. This 
daring rescue began in a most unexpected way because it was the way that 
communicated the most love.  
    As you prepare your heart and home for Christmas, don’t lose sight of the 
daring rescue Jesus executed on your behalf. The Baby in the manger became 
the Savior on the Cross and the Conquering King at the grave. He came to set 
you free and invite you into the task of rescuing others. Will you dare to be used 
by Him to help set others free? 
 



Tuesday – He Is God 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“I believe; help me with my unbelief.” Mark 9:24  

    My mind is a wacko place – seriously. I over analyze everything, am super 
emotional, and my imagination runs wild like a barefoot hippie in a meadow. 
Because my mind tends to wander, I sometimes picture myself in the shoes of a 
person living before Jesus came. I try to envision who I may have expected the 
Savior to be, without any previous knowledge of Him. 

    I totally see Jesus as being a handsome and conquering king. One who 
wielded a sword and literally fought for sin with an army of angels and men. 
However, that’s not at all the Jesus who actually existed. God didn’t send Him 
as a valiant and brave warrior, fighting and killing for the redemption of sin. 

Rather, God sent His Son to earth as a vulnerable 
baby, born into humble means. He grew up to 
love people earnestly, teach them about God the 
Father, and perform miracles so others might 
come to know Him. He even spent significant 
amounts of time with people who didn’t seem to 
matter, or hold value to anyone else.  

    God decided to send Jesus to be someone who absolutely no one would 
have expected! (Until He told the prophets who Jesus would be nearly four 
hundred years before Jesus came, of course). On top of that, fast forward thirty 
years and He fulfilled salvation in a way that you or I probably would never have 
planned if we were God. 

    It can be challenging to our faith when we don’t understand the ways the Lord 
acts. However, I’ve learned over time to hold firm to the fact that God is 
sovereign and He is good, no matter what. Life could be great, or life could be 
Hell on Earth, but I will still cling to the fact that my God is sovereign and that He 
is good. Life events can happen according to my plan, or they can happen in the 
complete opposite way; but God is still sovereign and He is still good. It’s a 
matter of constantly realigning my heart to trust Him completely; to need and 
depend on Him always. It is called having faith.  

    When you find yourself questioning why God does things the way He does, 
remember that He is God. He created everything, and therefore has the perfect 
understanding of how it is to function. He created you and knows exactly what 
your heart needs. He desires for us to bring things to Him in prayer, and He is 
there to listen. Talk to God about the times you doubt Him, and ask for Him to 
help your faith grow. A man once cried out to Jesus saying, “I believe; help me 
with my unbelief” (Mark 9:24). By choosing to trust in Him, by choosing faith, we 
welcome Him into His rightful place as Lord and center of our lives; and there is 
no greater blessing than to know Him.   

 
Remember 
that He is 
God. 
 



Wednesday – Not Like That  
By Nick Molick 

 “So that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed.  
And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” Luke 2:35 

    The world tends to glorify things that aren’t necessarily worth the glory it 
heaps upon them. From reality “stars,” to entertainers, and athletes, we can 
major on the minors in terms of misplaced glory. Why do we find them so worthy 
of our time and attention? We could spend the remainder of the word count 
available to delve into that multi-faceted question, but the main point is that 
these people are good at what they do. They have sacrificed much of their time 
to become good at something that has translated into a vocation for them. We 
like to observe and appreciate it from afar, but to try to attain that type of 
proficiency at anything takes real dedication, hard work and sacrifice. That 
sacrifice would involve our time, effort, altered schedules, rearranged priorities 
and the list goes on.  
    I think our default state is not to be wired like that. We like to do what we want 
to do when we want to do it, and if something imposes on that, we believe the 
world is against us. Or at least it may seem that way. 
    Compare and contrast that mindset with the experience of Mary and Joseph, 
and the loving God who set our redemption in motion with them. When Mary is 
first approached by Gabriel she is told that she is “highly favored” and that “the 
Lord is with you” yet she finds that troubling. Why would she find that troubling? 
Mary is having a real outside force come into her life and lay out a series of 
events that will involve her and a great many others, thus changing the course 
of her life. We don’t like when we have a surprise meeting sprung upon us 
during the work day let alone have the course of our life altered by Gabriel 
coming to tell us something.  Once Mary is told she will give birth to Jesus even 
though she is a virgin she says in Luke 2:38 “I am the Lord’s servant…May it be 
to me as you have said”. Mary put Gods will far above her own, to the glory of 
God. 
    When we think of the sacrifice God made, giving his Son up to be tortured 
and murdered for a people who were rejecting Him, there needs to be a reverent 
awe that envelopes us. And if we try to put ourselves in God’s place by thinking 
we would have come up with an easier or better way, we are deluding 
ourselves. There was no other way for a righteous and just God to atone for the 
innumerable sins of man, than for his Son to become that sacrifice for those 
sins. I wouldn’t do that, I couldn’t do that, and that would make me a lousy God. 
    Let us give glory to the Highest this week and remember all that Christ, 
through the love of the Father, has done for us; even though we deserve just the 
opposite. Christ is truly the greatest gift of all. 



Thursday – Nanowrimo 
By Cathy Slusser  

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.” John 1:1  

    In November, I participated in a writing exercise called Nanowrimo (National 
Novel Writing Month). During Nanowrimo, participants commit to writing 50,000 
words in one month. That breaks down to 1,667 words per day. I found 
Nanowrimo to be less like writing and more like having the flu.   

    At first, you are all hot and feverish about 
meeting your daily goals.  “I will write, or else.” 
Then, the nausea hits and writing becomes like 
vomiting words onto a page. It is neither 
pleasant nor good. Once the nausea subsides, 
you are exhausted and want only to finish. It 
doesn’t matter how well it is, as long as you can 
say it’s over. I prefer to take my time, do my 

research and have my writing be well done at the end.   

    However, I did learn from Nanowrimo that I must discipline myself to write 
consistently. The gaps in my creativity come more from time than from talent. At 
the same time, I am the only one who knows the extent of my talent and if I am 
more comfortable writing slowly and deliberately, it is better to write 500 words 
well than 5,000 words just to see that number on the bottom of a page. I am 
happier and more inclined to go back to the work if the last paragraph doesn’t 
read like a second grader wrote it. I did finish 50,000 words, but I can’t claim that 
they were all good words. I have a lot of editing ahead of me.   

    The whole time I was writing, I kept thinking, “Whose idea was this? This is a 
terrible way to write a novel.”  Just because it wasn’t my way, doesn’t mean it 
wasn’t a good way. Some people need that motivation and that deadline. The 
same thing can be said about God’s way to bring Jesus into this world. Maybe 
we question His decision. Maybe we think that it would have been better for 
Jesus to come into the world carrying a sword and wearing a crown.   

    However, God knew that Jesus’ position as man and God would be the one 
that would save us; and that seeing God in the form of man would best show us 
how to live our lives. We only see one viewpoint, but just because it doesn’t 
make sense to us doesn’t mean that God didn’t know best!   

    Read John 1:1-18.  Who does John call “The Word”? What does it mean to 
you that Jesus was present at creation? What does it mean to you that Jesus 
was human and God? Why is that important?   

We think it would 
have been better 
for Jesus to come 
into the world 
carrying a sword. 
 



Friday – The Fulfillment 
By Keith Thomas 

“But this has all taken place that the writings  
of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Matt 26:56 

    It has twice the amount of steel as the Eiffel Tower, and is about the size of 
28 football fields.  It employs over 3,500 people, utilizes hundreds of robots and 
self-driving cars, and its conveyor belts could stretch over ten miles in 
length.  It’s the epitome of operational efficiency - it’s the Amazon fulfillment 
center in Ruskin, Florida.  Since opening its doors in 2014, the one million 
square foot facility in Ruskin has tripled its workforce from 1,000 full-time 
employees to over 3,500 in 2016.  

    The first item to be received into the Ruskin fulfillment center was an Elsa doll 
from Disney’s feature film, Frozen.  Sales are far from being frozen at Amazon 
these days, especially during the Christmas holidays.  On just one day, 
Amazon’s worldwide customers ordered 54 million items on Cyber Monday in 
2015.  Electronics were the top seller, flying off the fulfillment center’s shelves at 
a rate of 33 items per second. 

    Amazon’s accomplishments are impressive, but it pales in comparison to the 
greatest equation of all time; Jesus’ fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy.  Over 
300 prophecies about Jesus are contained in the Old Testament scriptures, and 
every single one of them was fulfilled.  If just eight of those prophecies were 
fulfilled that would mean the odds of fulfillment would be one out of ten to the 
eighth power (1 in 1,ooo,ooo,ooo,ooo,ooo).  If it was 48 prophecies fulfilled, it 
would read one out of ten to the 157th power.  The chance of over 300 
prophecies, completely, and 100% fulfilled can only be written as - JESUS.    

    Fulfilling the demands of millions of customers can be a daunting task, to say 
the least. Amazon’s success comes from a finely tuned automated system. 
Jesus succeeded at redeeming us from sin’s shackles with unconditional love. 
This prophecy was fulfilled through Isaiah when he wrote, “For to us a child is 
born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder . . .” 
(Isaiah 9:6).  Those infant shoulders grew to adulthood, and it was about those 
shoulders that Isaiah continues to write, “But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought 
us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5).        

    Make this Christmas season more about consuming the word of God. Read 
Zechariah 14:9 and remember the One who reigns and will reign forevermore.     
“A Savior has been born to you…” and He fulfilled the Father’s plan so that we 
could be filled full of His power and love.      



Weekend – Christmas Day 
By Kel Cunard 

“For unto you is born this day…” Luke 2:11 
    The little ones are bouncing with excitement. They skip along a shiny sea of 
crumbled wrapping paper from toy to toy. The bigger ones move less and yawn 
more. Their adolescent grunts of gratitude are harder to detect but no less 
heartfelt. The early wakeup call has mom and dad looking forward to their 
second cup of coffee as they gather strength for the day. It's Christmas morning 
and there will be toys to assemble, Christmas dinner to fix, and family 
gatherings to attend.  
    Amidst the buzz and bustle, pause for a moment and reflect on the first 
Christmas morning. In the darkness of the early hours, Joseph marveled as his 
strong hand, calloused by years of carpentry, dwarfed the tiny one wrapped 
around his finger. God the Son who held all creation together was grasping his 
hand. Mary held the One who would hold her for eternity. A part of creation was 
cradling her Creator. In her arms was a tiny reminder of how far God's love 
would go. And contrary to the classic carol, the Christ child probably let out a 
cry. Soft and unremarkable on this night, but that quiet little voice would one day 
shout "It is finished!" from the cross.  
    As you dig through the paper and boxes to find those missing batteries, don't 
miss the opportunity to celebrate the birth of our Savior. Read Luke 2 to the 
children you love. Share the story with your family, live it in your life. This 
Christmas make sure you remember that Jesus came to us so we could share 
His love with the world. 
 
  

Pray for the World: Ireland 
    Ireland comprises eighty percent of the island of Ireland. Northern Ireland is a 
part of the United Kingdom. About one and a half percent of the population is 
Evangelical Christian.    
    Pray for the young people of Ireland. Their spiritual need is underlined by the 
rapid increase of serious social issues: alcoholism, suicide, broken families, 
alternative lifestyles and post-Christian attitudes. Many are open to the gospel when 
it is presented and expressed in a new way. Pray for many young people to have 
life-changing encounters with Christ. 
    Significant ministry challenges:  

a) The older generation, many of whom are entrenched in rigid traditional 
mentalities about religion, faith and culture. Relational, patient interaction is 
required to have an impact on them. 

b) Muslim numbers are increasing faster than evangelicals. They are an 
ethnically diverse immigrant population, poised to continue rapid growth. 
Pray for Irish believers to reach out to them in friendship and Christian love. 

 (Taken from operationworld.org) 
 

Prepare for Worship 
    Read Psalm 5 as you prepare for worship this morning, and thank God for His 
refuge and protection.  
 



  



 


