
 
  



  



  



  



Sermon Notes – November 20, 2016 
8 Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe 

Dead People Go to a Better Place 
Matthew 7:7-23 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 47 

 Monday 
• 2 Samuel 23:1-7 
• Acts 12:1-19 
• Proverbs 18:1-10 

 Tuesday 
• 2 Samuel 23:8-39 
• Acts 12:20-13:3 
• Proverbs 18:11-24 

 Wednesday 
• 2 Samuel 24 
• Acts 13:4-21 
• Proverbs 19:1-12 

 Thursday 
• 1 Kings 1 
• Acts 13:22-34 
• Proverbs 19:13-29 

 Friday 
• 1 Kings 2 
• Acts 13:35-52 
• Proverbs 20:1-13 

 

Discussion Questions 
• What are your initial thoughts and reactions to the idea that all dead people don’t 

go to a better place? Why do we hear people use that phrase in reference to 
someone passing away? 

• How do you feel about what the Bible says about Hell? What is at stake if we 
miss the Bible’s teaching on this topic? 

• What does a life look like that takes the broad 
gate and the broad path versus a life that 
takes the narrow gate and narrow path? 

• Did any of the descriptions of a lukewarm 
Christian resonate with you? Which ones and 
why? 

• What is your response to this message? 



Monday – A Better Place 
By Kel Cunard 

“What have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt?”  
Exodus 14:11 

    Sometimes we embrace misguided beliefs because it’s too painful not to. We 
don’t like the idea of a loved one spending eternity in hell. If we were in charge 
of the universe, we might let good people slide. But if anything is clear in 
Scripture, our God is righteous, just and holy. He cannot and will not turn a blind 
eye to sin. The one and only way to approach Him is through the sacrifice of His 
Son. 
    Therefore, no matter how much we wish it was true, our beloved relative who 
never wanted anything to do with Jesus did not go to a better place when he 
died. In his book, Ten Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe, Pastor Larry 
Osborne adds: 

   The same goes for the sweet lady next door who would never hurt a fly 
but would also never bow the knee to Jesus. Or the morally upright cousin 
who just happened to also be a card-carrying member of a cult claiming 
that Jesus and Satan were brothers and God was once a man. Or the 
sincere Buddhist coworker who graciously and heroically battled cancer 
without a trace of bitterness thanks to his deep trust in the tenets of his 
faith.  
   If the words of Jesus and the teachings of the New Testament mean 
what they say these wonderful people and friends aren't in a better place 
either. We might wish they were. But they're not.  
   This is not something I write with glee. I pen it with a heavy heart. If I 
were in charge of the universe, it would be different. But I'm not. And by 
now I've learned that whenever God and I disagree over how to run things, 
he's always right. I guess that's why we call him God. 

    We bristle at this thought. Most of us have lost loved ones whose destiny is 
not certain. In our honest moments, we fear the worst, but most of the time we 
live in a state of denial. Even though we never saw anything in their lives that 
looked like Jesus, we hope upon hope that they are with Him.  
    Sadly, nothing could be further from the truth. Hell is real, judgment is certain, 
and anyone who has not surrendered to Christ will not go to a “better place.” 
Holding to this truth will never make us popular, but this truth is not our idea. 
Read Matthew 7:7-23.  
    “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads 
to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and 
the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.” (Matthew 7:13-
14). There is a road that leads to a “better place,” and it is painfully narrow. 
There is also a road that leads to destruction, and it is regrettably wide. When 
we believe or promote the utterly foolish idea that everyone goes to a better 
place, we only ensure that less and less do. By embracing hard truths, we can 
promote mankind’s only hope, the hope that can be found in Jesus Christ.   



Tuesday – Wake Up! 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God 
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 6:23 

    Admittedly, this is a tough topic to write about. We live in a culture that says 
we must be careful in what we say as not to bring offense to someone else. But, 
the Bible is offensive. As Christians in our culture we should definitely practice 
love and grace in the way we speak, but we should never alter or leave out parts 
of the Gospel that might be seen as offensive. We’d have to leave out most, if 
not all, of it! So if this week’s message offended you, I am so sorry. However, I 
hope and pray that it opened your eyes to the big picture of your eternity and the 
eternity of those around you. That being said, let’s talk about it.   
    As Evangelical Christians, we believe in both a Heaven and a Hell, and that 
each person who was, and is, and is to come will spend eternity in one of these 
two places. We can believe this because of what God’s word says. The Bible is 
very clear on the existence of Hell, in fact it is mentioned one hundred and sixty-
seven times under different names. On multiple occasions Jesus warns us of 
Hell. In Luke, chapter five, He speaks of not fearing those who can kill the body, 
but instead to fear God, who has the authority to cast into Hell (verse 5). He 
then goes on to say not to fear the love of God, for we are valuable to Him, but 
to fear the wrath of God and punishment (Hell) over our unforgiven sin.  
    Then if everyone sins, does that mean we all go to Hell? Not necessarily. In 
case you didn’t know, God sent Jesus to die to fulfill the consequence (death 
and Hell) of our sin. In Romans 6:23 the Bible tells us that, “the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
    Does this mean that everyone now has a free pass to Heaven and can now 
act on Earth as they please without fear of condemnation to Hell? The answer 
would again be no. In John 3:18, we are promised, “Whoever believes in Him is 
not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because 
he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God”. Salvation from sin and 
eternity with God in Heaven is promised and available, but only to those who 
believe in who Jesus was and the weight of His sacrifice. To “believe,” as God’s 
word describes, goes beyond just a simple mental recognition of the truth of 
God. To really believe in Jesus as our savior goes beyond simply believing, to 
pledging allegiance and surrender to Him. It’s when it becomes real to us – the 
moment we end self-worship, forsake and turn away from our habitual sins, and 
begin to worship God with heart, soul, and mind. A murderer can say with words 
that he didn’t kill, but his actions and evidence will indict him. Such is true of 
salvation! A person can claim to have belief in God, but if the evidence of their 
actions proves otherwise, their salvation could be false.  
    Unfortunately, if there is no evidence in a person’s life of heart transformation 
after repenting and turning to God, then their heart probably never knew God. 
They are most likely in Hell or headed that way. That breaks my heart to think 
about and to say, since I know it’s true for some of my friends and family. As 
Christians we need to wake up! Let us be burdened to share the Gospel with 
others and to speak life and truth about salvation with them. We have our 
salvation. Wouldn’t it be selfish to hoard the news of it and not proclaim it to 
those whose eternities are written in Hell right now? This is a convicting thought 
for me for sure, and I hope it is for you as well. Let us be a people who take the 
word of God to the lost and the hurting, to those whose salvation is not yet 
realized.  



Wednesday – Equality 
By Amy Pilson 

“Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as 
I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs 

to me?  Or do you begrudge my generosity?” Matthew 20: 14-15 

    There is a new show out this season called The Good Place. (I am not 
recommending it, and there is potential it could be cancelled, but it’s out there.) 
The premise is that this young woman dies and goes to The Good Place. The 
problem is that she wasn’t really supposed to be there because she wasn’t very 
“good” during her life on earth. Her presence causes mayhem in the perfect 
order of things while she is trying to learn to be a good person and rightfully stay 
– all before the mistake is discovered and she is sent to the “other place.” 

    It’s quite sad when you stop and look at the show with an analytical slant. In 
the good place no one can swear or use cuss words.  You arrive there based on 
how nice you are and the good you do for the environment, society, etc. The 
people are just about perfect. Unfortunately, this is one perception that people 
have of who gets to go to Heaven. So many feel there is a magic combination or 
formula that needs to be followed in order to get there. Much like the Rich 
Young Man in Matthew 19:16-30. (The story is also in Mark 10:17-31) 

    Many people question how God could possibly send a “good” person to a 
place of such torment. They believe that a truly loving God wouldn’t be able to 
do such a thing. There are those who can’t believe God would let a terrible 
person go to Heaven either! Honestly, it can be a hard concept to grasp. We 
deal with the same sort of feelings on a smaller level every day, when we 
wonder how a small child could be allowed to be abused, how such a good 
person gets cancer and isn’t healed when another person is. We even deal with 
it when we see speeders and red light runners get away with it and yet we are 
stopped on our way home from church. We cry for justice and yet can’t seem to 
grasp that God is a just and loving God and that’s why the rules are the same 
for everyone.  

    Would we think that God was unfair if the criteria was different for different 
people? In the show we mentioned earlier, who determined what constituted a 
“good” person? The term is extremely subjective! For example, you may think 
that The Good Place is a good show while I don’t think I would classify it as 
good. So would we really want such subjective criteria determining where we 
spend eternity? I for one do not, as I know my sins all too well. 

    While it may be hard to grasp that good, loving people could end up in hell, 
we have to be honest with ourselves in order to be honest with others. Who do 
you know that may need a dose of truth?  



Thursday – Where Have We Put Ourselves? 
By Nick Molick 

 “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except through me.’” John 14:6 

    There are many inconvenient truths in life, and the claim that “the earth has a 
fever” is not one of them. An inconvenient truth that should be central to our 
lives is referenced in John 14:6. Jesus continually brings these truths to us and 
gives us no wiggle room on them. This goes against the current day “tolerance” 
we are constantly besieged by. We are told we cannot present the Gospel this 
way because it infringes on the feelings and rights of others who may think 
differently. Reasoning like this in regards to the way of salvation misses the 
essential point. The essential point is the eternality of the belief and faith we 
have in Christ that determines our future. When that is the consequence of 
belief and faith, I think it is necessary that we present the unvarnished truth no 
matter whose sensibilities may be bothered by it.  
    Look at the example we are given by Christ throughout his ministry; Jesus 
boldly went against societal and religious norms. He continually hung out with 
sinners and unashamedly told all who would listen that He alone was the way of 
salvation. Why did He do this? What drove Him to the far reaches of society to 
proclaim His message? Jesus did all of this and so much more, because He 
knew the consequences, He knew that if it was left to us we would end up 
sending ourselves to Hell. That thought needs to fuel our theology and 
evangelism.  If we know Christ and follow Him we should have a holy angst 
within us that we need to share the full throated Gospel with all that will give us 
a hearing. We need to have that desire to share God’s plan of salvation because 
we also know the consequences, we know that apart from Jesus we are 
destined for Hell, which from my reading of the Bible does not equate to a 
“better place.” Most of us have had friends or family members pass that we 
know did not know Jesus, or we had our doubts about their salvation. In these 
instances, platitudes are often offered that speak of the deceased as having 
gone on to a better place. This is where our theology meets our evangelism, 
albeit with equal parts deftness and courage. We are called to speak truth into 
these situations, not necessarily at the funeral home but definitely in follow-up 
conversations with those within our sphere of influence.  
    Sharing the inconvenient truth that not all people go to a better place does not 
bring us ease, comfort, popularity or accolades. Quite the opposite. Sharing 
Christ’s teaching about salvation, and heaven and hell, brings difficulty and 
claims of being narrow-minded or worse. This is one of the many reasons Jesus 
gives us the examples He does. He went to the difficult places, to the church 
leaders of the day and to where the sinners were. We need to do this today 
because Jesus still does that today in order to share His message. Jesus and 
Jesus alone can redeem and save. 
    In what ways has society today made the thought of one way to heaven 
taboo? What can we do as believers to combat the stereotype of being closed-
minded when presenting Jesus as the only way? 

 



Friday – The Banquet Table 
By Amy Pilson 

“I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 8:11 

    “He’s in a better place.” “At least she isn’t suffering anymore.” “We will see 
him again one day.” All of these comments are things that give us peace and 
comfort in times of our grieving. But as Pastor Phillip discussed on Sunday, 
these statements may not be true. We don’t want to think about what it means if 
they aren’t. Our minds just can’t accept the thought of someone we love being in 
a “bad” place.   

    Jesus tells a story in Luke 16:19-31 about a rich man and a beggar named 
Lazarus. As Lazarus begged throughout his life, the rich man often passed him 
by without contributing. When they both die, the rich man ended up in Hades 
and the poor man went to “Abraham’s bosom” carried away by angels. There 
are so many things that can be taken away from this story but what spoke to me 
was how the rich man longed for someone to be sent to tell his relatives about 
the fact that Hades does exist. But Abraham tells the rich man that even if 
someone who was raised from the dead is sent to warn his brothers that they 
won’t listen if they haven’t believed already.  

    I have watched as my dad has struggled over not having shared his faith with 
his best friend from high school. That friend was killed in a motorcycle accident 
at a very young age. To this day, Dad lives with that regret. My mom has a 
similar guilt over not having shared Christ’s love and salvation with her 
grandparents who were very influential in raising her as a young girl. She felt so 
convicted that she wrote a long letter to her entire extended family in order to 
share what she hadn’t shared with them.  

    For some reason many of us find it most difficult to share our faith with those 
who are closest to us. That’s very sad because their absence in Heaven will be 
most notable to us, not that of people we hardly know. We also think that there 
is plenty of time to talk with them. We aren’t promised a tomorrow. We may be a 
bit embarrassed or might be teased or rejected by them, but isn’t it our duty to 
let them know that a person goes to one of two places when they die? We can’t 
make them believe but we can tell them.  

    As we sit with our family and friends this Thanksgiving, consider the Lord’s 
banquet table in Heaven and if everyone present, or even missing, will be with 
you for eternity. If anyone were to pass before the next Thanksgiving, would you 
be carrying guilt for not having shared the Gospel with them? The greatest gift 
we have been given is God’s love for us through the sacrifice of His Son for our 
eternal salvation. We can be thankful for that, but we can also share that the gift 
is available to our loved ones as well. 

    Read Matthew 22 and see what Jesus had to say about His wedding feast 
and those that attended.  

  



Weekend – Mission and Multiplication 
By Kel Cunard 

“Then after fasting and praying they… sent them off.” Acts 13:3 

    We are creatures of comfort. Stepping outside of our carefully cultivated zone 
is not easy, and yet, you find yourself visiting, attending or being a member of a 
church whose mission is to "develop missionaries who will share Christ's love 
with our community and beyond."  
    The purpose of our church is entirely opposed to a comfort zone of any sort 
because sharing Christ's love rarely happens within it. We believe Jesus wasn't 
kidding when He said to "go and make disciples of all nations" and to be His 
witnesses "in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth." We believe our only proper response to what Jesus has done for us is to 
be a missionary for Him – across the street and around the world. But are our 
beliefs reflected in our actions? 
    The early Church was rarely comfortable. The Lord stirred and stretched them 
to not only grow but multiply. One church became two. Two became four. Four 
became… you get the idea. We will gather together this weekend, at least in 
part, because an ancient congregation chose to obey Christ command to be 
missionaries through church multiplication. Read Acts 11:19-21 and Acts 13:1-3.  
    Are you content in your comfort zone or are you ready to step out and share 
Christ's love? Is our church's mission reflected in your life? If not, why not? 
 
  

Pray for the World: India 
    India geographically and politically dominates South Asia and the Indian Ocean. 
There are twenty eight Union States and seven Union Territories. Two percent of 
India’s population are Evangelicals. Bible-believing churches and groups are 
growing to a degree that far exceeds what is reflected in official figures, but it is hard 
to reliably enumerate the scale of growth.  

    There are certain factors that equate to this growth, and they continue to need 
prayer. These include: A multiplicity of dynamic, newer, Pentecostal and charismatic 
fellowships, the increase of evangelical denominations and congregations; the 
charismatic movement in the Catholic Church; the discipleship of the Yesu Darbar 
(large gathering of Jesus followers in North India); networks interceding for the 
evangelization of the country; and the millions who have become more open to the 
message of Christ. Please continue to pray for the people of India and the believers 
who reside within the country. (Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
As you prepare your heart for worship this morning read Psalm 150. Praise the Lord 
and celebrate His greatness with song today! 



  



  



  



 


