
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – December 25, 2016 
Merry Christmas 

Ephesians 2:8 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 52 

 Monday 
• 2 Kings 3 
• Acts 22:1-21 
• Proverbs 29:12-27 

 Tuesday 
• 2 Kings 4 
• Acts 22:22-29 
• Proverbs 30:1-14 

 Wednesday 
• 2 Kings 5:1-6:7 
• Acts 22:30-23:33 
• Proverbs 30:15-33 

 Thursday 
• 2 Kings 6:8-7:20 
• Acts 23:23-35 
• Proverbs 31:1-15 

 Friday 
• 2 Kings 8:1-9:13 
• Acts 24:1-21 
• Proverbs 31:16-31 

Discussion Questions 
• What has this Christmas meant to you? What have you learned about 

God and His love during this season? 

• What was your best moment of the past year? 

• What was your worst moment? 

• What impact will these best and worst 
moments have on 2017? 

• What specific ways can you honor God in 
the coming year? (In your family, your 
work, your community and His church) 



Monday – Adored, Abhorred & Ignored 
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?” Matthew 2:2  

    Every nativity set includes three wise men carrying gifts to baby Jesus 
in the manger. But they were not there the night Jesus was born, we 
aren't sure how many there were and the truth is we know very little 
about these visitors from the east. Read Matthew 2:1-11 for the account 
of three very different reactions to the coming of the King of the Jews. 
    God sent these wise men a miraculous star to light the way to the 
birth of the King. These men were Gentiles and in their story we see that 
the Lord was reaching out to the nations long before Paul became a 
missionary to the world. These magi or wise men would have been 
wealthy and scholarly. They were the astronomers and scientists of their 
day, but they humbled themselves and worshipped the King. They did 
not let great distances or unclear destinations keep them from adoring 
the Christ child.  
   The first King the wise men met was not thrilled with the news they 
carried. King Herod was a cruel man who was a brutal murderer. He had 
his own wife and her two brothers executed because he suspected them 
of treason, and had married at least nine times to satisfy his own lust 
and reinforce his political alliances. He abhorred the thought of a 
challenge to his power from this King and was willing to slaughter the 
children of a whole community in order to save himself.  
    Often missed in the familiar story are the actions and attitudes of the 
priests. These religious leaders could probably quote from memory the 
passage from Micah that foresaw the birthplace of the Messiah. They 
knew the Scriptures well enough to point someone to Jesus, but they 
would not go and worship Him themselves. A mere five miles separated 
them from the long-expected Savior, and yet they did not go to see Him. 
Gentiles from far away sought and found the Christ, while the Jews 
ignored Him.  
    We can do the same thing with Jesus. Our flesh has a unique weapon 
against complete surrender to God. We are experts at 
compartmentalization. With ease we can adore God in one area of our 
lives, while we ignore Him in others and abhor the thought of His 
intrusion into the dark recesses of our selfishness. In what areas of your 
life have you ignored or abhorred Jesus?  



Tuesday – An Even Darker Night 
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light…” Isaiah 9:2 

   It is never accused of being a quiet and sleepy town, but tensions were 
particularly high in New York City during the summer of 1977. A 
nationwide economic downturn had devastated the metropolitan area 
and fear continued to grip the populace as the Son of Sam murders 
remained unsolved.  
    The pressure built on the night of July 13 as the northeast 
experienced a brutal heat wave and summer storms caused lightning 
strikes that led to one of the largest blackouts in history. The lights went 
out in the city that never sleeps. Over ten million people were without 

power and normal life came to a halt in the 
darkness. Play was suspended in the 
bottom of the sixth inning at Shea Stadium 
with the Mets down 2-1 to the Chicago 
Cubs. Beneath the city, four thousand 

people had to be evacuated from the subway system while chaos 
reigned on the streets above.  
    By the time power was restored the next day, over 1,600 stores were 
damaged in rioting and looting, firemen had responded to over 1,000 
fires and almost 4,000 people had been arrested. What the ConEd 
power company called "an act of God" led to an outbreak of godless 
behavior in the darkened streets of our largest city. 
    Darkness has a way of enabling the worst in us. In efforts to satisfy 
the flesh, we even seek out the cover of darkness. But sin is revealed 
and darkness is destroyed in the presence of light. In Isaiah 9:2, the 
Lord pointed to the birth of Christ and the illumination that He would 
bring. "The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone." At 
the manger we see the great light in a tiny babe. At the cross and the 
grave, we blink at the glory of the Lamb who was slain and in His 
brightness we see our sinfulness and we know we have nowhere to 
hide.   
    Read Matthew 5:14-16. The light of Christ did not return with Him to 
Heaven. He has passed that light to us and we should live in a way that 
shines Jesus on those trapped in deep darkness. How do you think God 
would have you let your light shine before others? 

Darkness has a 
way of enabling 
the worst in us. 



Wednesday – The Forgotten 
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David 

a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11  

    There are currently over seven billion people on the face of the earth. 
How many could you name? It is doubtful that any of us could remember 
them all even if we had the opportunity to meet every man, woman and 
child. If we limit the sample size to Manatee County, I'm not sure we 
would do much better with its 327,000 residents. There aren't many 
people who could even name all 600 of the attenders on a Sunday 
morning at our church. The hard truth is that we probably forget more 
people than we remember.  
    Thankfully, we serve a God who remembers the forgotten. He is the 
Father to the fatherless and He repeatedly calls the church to care for 
the poor and the widows. He even seems to give special attention to the 
ones society has overlooked. Read Luke 8:8-20. On the night of our 
Savior's birth, the first ones to hear were the last ones that would have 
been remembered. The angels stepped out of the presence of God into 
the presence of the lowliest and smelliest of the residents of Judea. No 
one looked at their son and dreamed of the day that he would become a 
shepherd. It was the grunt work of the outcasts. But God had not 
forgotten them and he gave them the privilege of being the first people to 
tell the world Christ was born. God not only remembers those we forget 
but He delights in using them for His glory.  
    We may not remember every name, but this Christmas season we 
can remember those groups of people the world all too often forgets. 
Over three billion people in the world live on less than $2.50 per day. 
According to UNICEF, 22,000 children die each day due to poverty – 
double the population of Palmetto dying every day. The residents of our 
own country are not immune to these struggles. Ten million people, 
including three million children in the U.S. go to bed hungry every night.  
And in 2011, over 25,000 people in Sarasota and Manatee County were 
helped by homeless service providers. Almost 6,000 of those were 
children. We probably pass the forgotten each day. 
    If our Heavenly Father remembered the forgotten when He had good 
news of great joy to share with all the people, then perhaps we should 
remember them as well. How would the Lord have you remember the 
forgotten this year? How can you share His love with our community and 
beyond?  



Thursday – Doing New Things 
"Behold, I am doing a new thing..." Isaiah 43:19  

    A fresh start, a reset, a do-over; each New Year provides a new 
beginning – a chance to resolve and remedy the mistakes of the past. 
Surveys show that forty-five percent of Americans make at least one 
New Year's resolution, and their top five goals are: lose weight; get 
organized; spend less, save more; enjoy life to the fullest; and stay fit 
and healthy. 
    As reasonable as these resolutions are, the same surveys show only 
eight percent of those people will successfully achieved their goal and 
25 percent of them will fail by the end of the first week. In spite of these 
low success rates, psychologist John Norcross says "people who 
resolve to change behaviors do much better than non-resolvers who 
have the same habits that need to be changed." Resolvers at least take 
the first step, but success comes from a plan not from a resolution. 
"These habits and behaviors are very difficult to change, and when you 
don't have a well-thought-out plan on how you are going to make 
sustainable changes that fit into your lifestyle, it leads to failure." 
    As a Christ-follower, my prayer for every year is that I will grow closer 
to Him than I have ever been before. Each year of my life has had the 
same goal but they have not always had the same success – same 
person, same goal, same God but different results. Why? Like all areas 
of life, we plan to fail when we fail to plan.  
    In this New Year we desire as a church to see Jesus work in and 
through our lives in new ways, but new results require new methods.  

• First, we have to stop thinking spiritual growth is something we 
can create. Read 2 Corinthians 5:17 & Revelation 21:5. We 
cannot fix ourselves. The Lord makes us a new creation, and He 
is the One who is making all things new.   

• Second, we have to stop believing spiritual growth is something 
that will just happen. Read 1 Timothy 4:7-10. We are not called to 
be couch potato Christians. Paul used the terms of athletic 
training to describe our preparation for service. It is time we 
started following his lead.  

• Third, we have to plan to pursue God so that life doesn't get in the 
way. Read Colossians 3:1-2. The greatest sin of our time might 
be busyness with all the wrong things. If you want to see Him do 
new things in and through you, set your mind on things above and 
make Him your top priority.  

    If you could ask God to do just one thing in your life in the New Year, 
what would it be? Make 2017 all about putting your heart, and mind in a 
place where He can do something new in and through you.   



Friday – Dangerous Living 
“…for we walk by faith, not by sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7 

    With Christmas behind us and a new year before us, it is a perfect 
time to reflect on how we live in response to what God has done. In his 
book Wild Goose Chase, Pastor Mark Batterson wrote of the glorious 
danger of living wholeheartedly for God. 

    I wonder if churches do to people what zoos do to animals. I love 
the church. I bleed the church... But too often we take people out of 
their natural habitat and try and tame them in the name of Christ. 
We try to remove the risk. We try to remove the danger. We try to 
remove the struggle. And what we end up with is a caged Christian.  
    Deep down inside, all of us long for more. Sure, the tamed part 
of us grows accustomed to the safety of the cage. But the untamed 
part longs for some danger, some challenge, some adventure. And 
at some point in our spiritual journey, the safety and predictability of 
the cage no longer satisfies.  
    Every once in a while, I have random thoughts that seem to 
come out of nowhere. Here's a thought that fired across my 
synapses not long ago: Do angels yawn?  
    I know it seems like an inane theological question, but I seriously 
wonder if angels have the capacity to get bored. More important, I 
wonder if some of us are living such safe lives that not only are we 
bored, but so are our guardian angels. If they could, would our 
guardian angels coax us out of our cage and beg us to give them 
something dangerous to do?  
    The Danish philosopher and theologian Søren Kierkegaard 
believed that boredom is the root of all evil. I second the notion. 
Boredom isn't just boring; boredom is wrong. You cannot 
simultaneously live by faith and be bored. Faith and boredom are 
antithetical. 

    With a new year dawning, prayerfully consider how the Lord would 
have you step outside your comfort zone and begin to live a life of 
obedient adventure for Him. After all, we have been invited into 
something amazing. If you are in Christ, you have been charged to be 
His ambassador. Read 2 Corinthians 5.  
    Do not spend the next 12 months being cautious in your 
representative role. Go across the world on a mission trip to bring the 
Gospel. Go into the forgotten parts of town to be Jesus to someone in 
need. Go across the street to share the reason for the hope that you 
have. Prayerfully seek His adventure for you and He will make it clear in 
His time. Here's to a year of living dangerously at First Baptist Church of 
Palmetto.        



Weekend – Who Would Make Your Team?  
“Not many of you were wise according to worldly standards...”  

1 Corinthians 1:26 

    Imagine you are the President-elect. At the end of a long and bitter 
campaign, you have won the highest office in the land and are now tasked 
with assembling your team. You have 15 cabinet-level posts to fill and 
another 4,000 government positions that require appointees, and you only 
have 73 days between the election and the inauguration to finish the job. No 
pressure.  
    What criteria would you use to make your selections? What experience 
and degrees would you require? What attitudes and aptitudes would be 
essential for your team members? Would you be able to make the cut? 
    If you or I were tasked with picking the team that will lead our nation, we 
would set the bar high. We would look for the best and the brightest, the 
sharpest of minds and the purest of hearts. And many, if not most of us, 
wouldn’t make the cut.  
    If we were God, we might bring the same criteria to picking His team. We 
would pick the best and brightest and the ordinary and average need not 
apply. In fact, if we were all-powerful, we might by-pass humans all together. 
Thankfully, that’s not what our Heavenly Father did. He chose imperfect 
people to accomplish His perfect plan. In preparation for this weekend’s 
sermon, read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 and consider the wonder of God’s 
selection process.  
     
  

Pray for the World: Israel 
    Israel is a country located in Asia, with a 75 percent Jewish population. Less than 
half of a percent of the population identify as Evangelical Christian. The Christian 
Church in Israel is fragmented, although sounds of unity are beginning. It is 
comprised of about 80 percent Arabs, 12 percent expatriates (Egyptian, Ethiopian, 
Greek, Russian, Armenian, Italian, others) and eight percent Jews.  There are 
Catholics (five rites), Orthodox (nine traditions) and Protestants/Independents (over 
20 denominations, many individual congregations and over 100 mission agencies). 
Pray for spiritual unity that transcends history, ethnic conflict, national origins, 
eschatology and secondary areas of theology. 

(Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship this morning, read Psalm 6. Celebrate the 
fact that He hears your prayers, and spend time thanking Him for hearing you in 
your distress. 
 



  



 


