
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – January 1, 2017 
If I Were God: 

I'd Never Use People to Accomplish My Plans 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 53 

 Monday 
• 2 Kings 9:14-10:17 
• Acts 24:22-25:12 
• Psalm 1-2 

 Tuesday 
• 2 Kings 10:18-11:20 
• Acts 25:13-27 
• Psalm 3 

 Wednesday 
• 2 Kings 11:21-13:9 
• Acts 26:1-11 
• Psalm 4 

 Thursday 
• 2 Kings 13:10-14:22 
• Acts 26:12-32 
• Psalm 5 

 Friday 
• 2 Kings 14:23-15:22 
• Acts 27:1-12 
• Psalm 6 

Discussion Questions 
• Imagine you were the President-elect. What criteria would you use to select your 

cabinet? 

• If you weren’t the one making the decisions, would you ever be selected?  

• Our God could have chosen any means to accomplish His plan, and yet, He 
chooses to make His case through us. Why do you think our Heavenly Father 
invites us into His work? 

• How have you seen the phrase “God chose 
what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise” (1 Corinthians 1:27) to be true in your 
life? 

• “God would never give an assignment without 
first giving the skills to complete it.” What 
talents has the Lord given you that could be 
used to make His case to the world?  

• How are you currently using those talents for 
Him? How could you use them even more in 
the New Year? 



Monday – A New View of You 
By Kel Cunard 

“not many of you were wise according to worldly standards”  
1 Corinthians 1:26 

    If we were God, we would have unlimited power and authority at our disposal. 
We’ve all thought that if we want something done right, we have to do it 
ourselves. How much more would we feel that way if we were divine and could 
do no wrong? 
    With certainty that we were right and confidence that nothing could derail our 
plans, why would we ever entrust our work to the whims of man? If I need a root 
canal, I would not hand the drill to my eleven-year old. If I needed my brakes 
changed, I would not hand the pliers to my mom (she’s capable in many areas, 
but auto repair is not her forte.) And if I wanted to make my case to a dark and 
rebellious world, I would never choose the very beings who broke everything in 
the first place.  
    In spite of what seems like iron-clad logic, our Heavenly Father did the exact 
opposite. “We are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.” 
(2 Corinthians 5:20) If we were God, we would never use people to accomplish 
our plans, and yet our all-powerful Lord chooses to make His case through us.  
    Consider the weight of that statement. The Almighty has entrusted a portion 
of His redemptive plan to US. There are moments when the weight of this 
responsibility blows me away, and other times when I wonder what He is 
thinking. Nevertheless, you and I need to change how we see ourselves if we 
are ever going to make a compelling case.  
    Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31. This passage perfectly frames our place in God’s 
plan. The power of God is displayed in the weakness of man. He is not making 
His case through us because we are essential. He is making His case through 
us and in spite of us “so that no human being might boast.” And while we are not 
essential, we are wholly and dearly loved. I don’t always need my sons to help 
me lift something heavy. In fact, they can make the task more difficult. But I 
delight when they want to join in their father’s work.  
    We are neither hired hands nor yes-men for an oppressive regime. If we are 
in Christ, we are sons and daughters of the King. We are fearfully and 
wonderfully made (Psalm 139) and loved with an everlasting love (Jeremiah 
31:3). Even though our foolishness is highlighted in 1 Corinthians 1, we are also 
“his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10) 
    In this New Year, I challenge you to have a new view of you. You are not 
accidental. You are not random. You were created with a purpose and 
redeemed to play a part in your Creator’s plan. If you love Jesus, He is making 
His case through you, and He has given you everything you need to do 
everything He has planned. How will you make the case for Christ in 2017? 



Tuesday – You’ve Been Chosen 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” Ephesians 2:10  

    As we’ve learned over these past couple of weeks, the statement “If I were 
God I would(not)…” can begin many interesting debates. However, any of those 
debates can ultimately be settled by four simple words – we are not God. It can 
be frustrating not having all of the answers, I know. However, there are some 
aspects of God’s sovereignty and wisdom that we will not understand, agree 
with, or be able to comprehend. The Lord, in all His power, is much too vast and 
complex for us to fully grasp. We must learn to find peace within our faith, and 
trust in Who God has promised and proven to be. We must learn to observe and 
remember what God has done in our lives, and in the lives of those before and 
around us, as a testimony that will spur on our faith. Even though we cannot 
understand all there is to know about God, we must understand this about Him 
before moving on: He is sovereign, He is good, and His plans are perfect, even 
if they make little-to-no sense to us – because He is God, and we are not. 
    That being said, we know that God is sovereign and has perfect plans…but 
can we be a part of those plans? We are broken, sinful, disobedient children, 
how could we possibly be used to fulfill part of our Father’s plan? God not only 
wants to bring us alongside His purpose but He specifically chooses and calls 
us individually to take part in it. It can be an overwhelming thought at times; 
“what is God calling me to do?” However, I believe there is a simple process to 
discover what God is calling you to do, and I’ve broken it into three attainable 
steps.  
    Step 1: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.” (Matthew 22:37) This is the most important step in 
discovering your role in God’s plan. Spend time in His word, and spend time in 
prayer with Him; do it every day. Without practicing these things we lack 
closeness with Him, and we lack hearing His direction in our lives. Above all, an 
intimate relationship with God is key, and relationships are built through 
conversation and constant learning about the other. 
    Step 2: “For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my 
mother’s womb.” (Psalm 139:13) God uniquely crafted you specifically and 
purposefully. What are you good at? What makes you come alive? What are 
you passionate about doing? What abilities and talents has He given you? 
Observe the unique qualities He crafted into you; make a list if that helps. (I love 
lists!) 
    Step 3: “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 
2:10) The third and final step is to walk it out. Now that you’ve made growing 
your relationship with the Lord the top priority, you are positioned in a place to 
see more of His heart, and hear His voice and direction more clearly. You have 
observed and recognized the passions and abilities He has given you. Now, 
where is He leading you based on what you’ve learned about Him, and 
yourself? Walk in it. 
    Personally, God constantly reveals more of His truths, His heart, and His 
glory through the time I spend with Him, and He has gifted and impassioned me 
with writing. It is because of these things I am able to be a part of His plan by 
writing devotionals He uses to encourage others, but also to convict my own 
heart. God has also chosen you for so many specific parts of His plan! He is 
already pursuing your heart. Pursue His heart back, and use the talents and 
qualities He has specifically given you so others can know the great love and 
hope of God that is waiting for them. 



Wednesday – The Innkeeper 
By Cathy Slusser 

“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.”   

Luke 2:7 
 

    I have been thinking about the role of the innkeeper in the Christmas Story. 
We often vilify the man because he didn’t have room for Jesus. We use him as 
an example of what happens when people fill their hearts up with other things 
and close off Jesus. We think about him standing at the entrance to the inn, 
shaking his head “No” and shutting the door in 
Joseph’s face. We wonder if he turned his nose up 
at two peasants who didn’t think ahead to make 
reservations at the inn. How could they?  

    We imagine that if it were us, we would find a 
room for Mary. After all she was in labor and about 
to give birth to the Son of God! Who would put a laboring mother into a dirty stall 
in a stable, surrounded by animals? Surely, we could turn out a slumbering 
guest and send them to the barn. Why, of course, we would make room for 
Jesus!  

    Instead of making the innkeeper, the villain, what if instead, we thought of him 
as the hero? What if that innkeeper wrestled with what to do with Mary and 
Joseph? He didn’t want to turn them away though he had no idea that the Savior 
would soon be born. What if he held up his hands and said, “I am sorry. I have 
nothing to spare. All my rooms are taken. If only I had known to save a room for 
you.” Then, he thought. “I do have a place. It is not a pretty place. It is messy 
and loud. But, it is a roof over their heads.” Then, he led Mary and Joseph to the 
stable, the only place he had.  

    Sometimes, God calls us to action, but we make excuses. Like the innkeeper, 
we think, “I have nothing to give. My life is a mess. Who am I to do (fill in the 
blank)?” God does not call us to do grand things for Him. He calls us to 
obedience. He calls us to use what we have for His glory. What if we made a 
goal to let 2017 be the year that we say, “Yes,” to God instead of excuses? 
What if we open up our empty hands and surrender to Him? What if, like the 
innkeeper, we said, “It’s not much, it’s a mess, but you can have it all?”  

    Read Luke 2:1-20 aloud and listen to each word as you say it. Sometimes, we 
get so familiar with this piece of scripture that we don’t really listen to what it 
says. Imagine now that you are the innkeeper and God is knocking at the door 
of your heart. What excuses are you using to keep Him out or to ignore the call 
He makes for you to follow Him? Compare the innkeeper to the shepherds who 
went immediately. What if you welcomed God into your heart today?   

Sometimes, 
God calls us to 
action, but we 
make excuses. 



Thursday – For Just This Time 
By Amy Pilson 

“And who knows whether you have not come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this?” Esther 4:14 

 
    Today we have so many social programs that seek our support. There is St. 
Jude’s, March of Dimes, American Cancer Society, World Hunger, SPCA, World 
Wildlife Federation, etc. Can you guess what almost all of them have in 
common? They all have a well-known person to serve as a spokesperson – or 
more than one in many cases. Everyone seems to believe that someone rich or 

famous will draw more support. Most would 
probably agree that the concept works in modern 
day marketing.  

    If this is such an effective technique then why 
didn’t God use the same concept? Sunday we read 
1 Cor. 1:25 “For the foolishness of God is wiser 

than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.” This verse seems to 
echo Isaiah 55:9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” In other words, He 
is smarter than we are and knows better. But at the same time, we have an idea 
later in 1 Corinthians 1 when scripture tells us that part of the reason is so that 
no man can boast. God is still in it to receive glory.  

    Can you imagine what would have happened had God selected Jesse’s first 
born rather than David, his last? And what if God had only used people who had 
never really messed up with murder, adultery, fraud, theft, persecution of 
Christians, etc.? We’d believe we’d never have a chance to be used by God. 
We’d believe He’d never even choose us to save, if He had only selected those 
people believed to be the best of the best.  

    It has hit me over the last couple of years that we really have no business 
questioning whether God is choosing to use us to do something we don’t feel 
qualified to do. Are we smarter than God? Do we know the outcome? Is He 
incapable of fixing anything we mess up? We can come up with 101 reasons 
why it doesn’t make sense, and therefore talk ourselves out of it. But using 
people and circumstances that don’t make sense to us tends to be God’s 
pattern.  

    Many of those chosen questioned their calling as well. And many of them had 
doubts and fears. I encourage you to take the time to read the story of Esther. It 
isn’t very long. Open your heart to see if God might not be preparing you for 
your “such a time as this.”  

Many of those 
chosen 
questioned 
their calling…. 



Friday – An American Myth 
By Kel Cunard 

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind.” Romans 12:2 

        "You can do anything you set your mind to." This saying is so wired into our 
culture we don't even stop to test its logic or examine its effects. However, 
studies show that the average American worker is mismatched for the position 
he or she holds. The results are personally and corporately costly and 
destructive:   

• Only 13 percent of employees find their work meaningful. 
• Only 20 percent of employees were in jobs that made use of their talents. 
• Only one in three managers was well-suited to his or her position. 

    These myth-induced misplacements lead to prolonged stress that takes its toll 
on the body and the bottom line: 

• Evidence is growing that job misfit (from underutilization or inappropriate 
use of giftedness) creates stress that leads to physical ailments, marital 
breakdown, addiction and other mental and emotional disorders. 

• An MIT longitudinal study found 75 percent of circulatory disorders were 
due to an absence of job satisfaction.  

• The National Science Foundation reported $100 billion in stress-related 
employer expenses for a single year.  

    When these mismatches begin to cause stress we employ a tried but not 
necessarily true solution. In his book Why You Can't Be Anything You Want to 
Be, Arthur F. Miller outlines the culprit for these chronic mismatches – the 
American Myth of Becoming. He writes: 
    There's no escaping the grim truth that 'becoming' is all about expectations. It 
says that you are not adequate as you are, but with enough effort you can 
(maybe) 'become' adequate in time… The 'solution' is as American as apple pie 
and the Fourth of July. It is the idea, deeply ingrained in the American psyche, 
that one can become and do whatever one wants. This is without a doubt one of 
the greatest lies ever promoted… 

    This myth consumes Christ followers as well. Not only do we think we can 
overcome our design with enough training and certifications, we also believe we 
can overcome our sin if we set our mind to it. And neither could be further from 
the truth. Read Romans 12:1-8. Instead of trying to become someone the Lord 
never intended you to be, why not prayerfully discover the person God designed 
you to be for your good and His glory. Instead of believing you can become a 
better person with enough effort, let Jesus make you more like Him by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to overcome the world's myth and 
live in the joy of your Creator's design.  
  



Weekend – Counterfeit  
By Kel Cunard 

“Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness  
to be tempted by the devil.” Matthew 4:1 

    My formative years were spent in North Carolina. As a child of the 80s, I loved 
the Dukes of Hazard, Knight Rider and Star Wars. As a die-hard Tarheel, I loved 
Michael Jordan. I was never any good at basketball. Vertically challenged kids 
who can’t jump don’t make it to the NBA, but that didn’t stop me from dreaming I 
could be like Mike. The introduction of his signature shoes in 1985, the Air 
Jordans, only fed my obsession. The shoes were everywhere. Everyone who 
was anyone had them, but they weren’t cheap. Even in 1985 dollars, you had to 
sell a kidney to buy his shoes.  
    My buddy Vern and I plotted and schemed every possible way to convince 
our parents to buy them for us, but nothing worked. We seemed destined to be 
stuck in Zips or Kangaroos – neither of which did any good for a middle 
schooler’s game – but then our parents got together and made a plan. A small 
store in Siler City, NC was selling these shoes at a fraction of the cost. As a 
surprise, they bought each of us a pair of Aire Jordans. No, that’s not a typo. 
They were Aire Jordans. They had the signature red, black and white colors, but 
they were made of pleather and had an odd check instead of the iconic Nike 
swoosh.  
    When we wore our faux sneakers to school, they did not have the desired 
effect. You can’t be like Mike in Aire Jordans because a counterfeit is never a 
replacement for the real thing.  
    Many people spend their lives searching for the real thing. They try one thing 
after another trying to find the soul satisfaction that only the authentic Christ can 
provide. Read Matthew 4 and join us this Sunday as we begin a new series 
called Counterfeit, and confront all the ways we have settled for knock-offs. 
  

Pray for the World: Italy 
    Italy is a long, mountainous peninsula that dominates the central Mediterranean 
Sea. One percent of the population are Evangelical Christians. Prayers are 
requested for the least reached sectors of the population. This includes indigenous 
people groups, the people of Sardinia, university students, drug addicts, ancient 
minority groups, Muslims, the Romani (gypsies), and the illegal immigrants. Pray for 
the Gospel to specifically be spread to them, bringing spiritual freedom and 
richness. (Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
   God is our shield and He saves those who are upright in heart. Give glory to Him 
this morning as your read Psalm 7, and prepare your heart for worship.  

 



  



 


