
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – January 8, 2017 
Counterfeit: 

Legitimate Needs 
Matthew 4 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 50 

 Monday 
• 2 Kings 15:23-16:20 
• Acts 27:13-25 
• Psalm 7 

 Tuesday 
• 2 Kings 17 
• Acts 27:26-38 
• Psalm 8 

 Wednesday 
• 2 Kings 18 
• Acts 27:39-28:10 
• Psalm 9 

 Thursday 
• 2 Kings 19 
• Acts 28:11-31 
• Psalm 10 

 Friday 
• 2 Kings 20:1-21:18 
• Romans 1:1-7 
• Psalm 11 

 

Discussion Questions 
• What leads us to buy products that make big promises? What makes us 

disappointed in these products? Why do we keep buying these types of 
products? 

• What are some areas of our life where we have taken short cuts and lived to 
regret it? Why do we take the short cuts? 

• Why are we so quick to handle our problems 
or meet our needs without waiting on God? 
What are we afraid of? 

• What was Satan tempting Jesus to do? 

• Why did Jesus quote a passage from 
Deuteronomy? What was the story line from 
that passage? What was Moses trying to 
teach them? 

• Why does God want us to wait for Him to 
meet our needs and desires? 



Monday – The Not So Real Thing 
By Kel Cunard 

“And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.” Matthew 4:2 

    Only valuable things are counterfeited. At any moment, there is more than 
$147 million of counterfeit U.S. currency in circulation. These forgeries are only 
produced because the real thing can meet real needs.  

    Temptations are tempting because they resemble the real thing. Counterfeits 
never wear an honest nametag. They pass themselves off as the real thing and 
that’s what makes them so very dangerous. Sins masquerade as the answer to 
our wants and needs. They promise to quench the desire, fill the void, and solve 
the problem. J. C. Ryle, a 19th century British pastor, wrote:  

   We are too apt to forget that temptation to sin will rarely present itself 
to us in its true colors, saying, "I am your deadly enemy, and I want to 
ruin you forever in hell." Oh no! Sin comes to us like Judas, with a kiss; 
like Joab, with outstretched hand and flattering words. The forbidden 
fruit seemed good and desirable to Eve; yet it cast her out of Eden. 
Walking idly on his palace roof seemed harmless enough to David; yet 
it ended in adultery and murder. Sin rarely seems [like] sin at first 
beginnings. Let us then watch and pray, lest we fall into temptation. 

    When Jesus was led into the wilderness to be tempted, He faced three 
temptations that categorically represented every sinful enticement we might 
face. Read Matthew 4:1-4. After fasting for 40 days, His hunger was real and 
His need for sustenance was genuine. At that precarious moment, the devil 
presented a temptation to meet a legitimate need in an illegitimate way.  

    The enemies’ tactics haven’t changed much. He tries to leverage our 
legitimate needs and wants to trap us in the clutches of sin. Just as there are 
huge amounts of counterfeit currency in circulation, our world is saturated with 
dangerous temptations that pose as the real thing.  

    We are wired to love and be loved, but we settle for counterfeit cohabitation 
rather than the God-honoring and safe confines of marriage. We want our 
financial needs to be met, but we aren’t willing to set aside our material wants 
and live within our means. Both of these scenarios promise fulfillment and only 
deliver destruction. We buy their lies because they come as cheap counterfeits, 
but we end up paying a high price.  

    The One who made us hardwired our needs, and only His ways can 
legitimately fulfill them. Are you settling for any counterfeits? Ask the Lord to 
reveal anything in your life that is less than His best.   

  
  



Tuesday – Waiting On Direction 
By Cathy Slusser 

“Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage;  
wait for the Lord!” Psalm 27:14 

    Glen and I have different methods for making decisions.  Glen is careful, likes 
to know all the facts and have some time before he decides.  I, on the other 
hand, jump in feet first without first looking to see where I will land or if I have a 
parachute to slow me down.  My decisions are usually emotionally based, while 
Glen’s are rationally based. Take for example a purchase we made for 
Christmas…  

     I wanted a kayak for years, I love being on the water, particularly Florida’s 
rivers.  We have a canoe, but Glen and I can’t canoe together.  It results in a 
shouting match, then, I defiantly quit paddling while Glen complains that his 

shoulder hurts from doing all the work.  A kayak is 
more stable and easier to paddle, and most rental 
kayaks we have tried are single person vessels. 
So, I decided that we should get at least one, 
maybe two.  The purchase was put on hold when 
we got in an argument a few years ago because 
Glen wanted to get a double kayak.  I balked at a 
two seater thinking we’d end up in divorce court, 
so I gave up.   

    Last fall after a lovely trip to Rainbow River, I dreamed of having a kayak of 
my own so I could enjoy the peace and delight the river brings anytime.  I even 
suggested that a kayak would make a good Christmas present.   I was ready to 
buy a single kayak right away, but Glen wanted to do some research, check 
Craig’s list and make a case for a double kayak again. I knew to plant the seed, 
let him think about it and wait.  No amount of emotional manipulation would 
speed the process along.  It is hard, but he rarely leaps without thought so I’ve 
learned to wait.   

    Just before Christmas, we purchased a three seater kayak (got to have room 
for the dog) and have been enjoying it a lot.  No thoughts of divorce yet.  Of 
course, he was correct in waiting.  He is not always right with his rational 
decision making, but the majority of time, he is (don’t tell him I said that). I can’t 
say that I know how God makes decisions, but I know that He is always right.  
I’m learning that I can’t just leap without waiting on His direction, even though 
waiting is not the easiest thing for me.       

    Read Psalm 27.  List the reasons the Psalmist gives for trusting God.  Why do 
you think he says, “I believe…” in verse 13 before he admonishes us to wait?  
What do you need to wait on God for today?   

I can’t say that I 
know how God 
makes decisions, 
but I know that 
He is always right.   



Wednesday – What Are We Hungry For? 
By Nick Molick 

“After fasting forty days and forty nights,  
he was hungry.” Matthew 4:2 

    There is a useful acronym that is used in counseling and parenting and it 
reads H.A.L.T. The letters stand for hungry, angry, lonely and tired. When any of 
these physical and emotional stresses befall us, we are susceptible to poor 
decision making and behavior. At times in our lives, a few of these conditions 
show up in conjunction with one another, while other times a singular one can 
arrive and throw us off course. Honestly, a shade of any one of these can 
sometimes send me reeling.  When I think of that fact, in the balance against 
what Christ’s reaction was to temptation, I shudder. 

    When we experience any of the above mentioned physical and emotional 
stresses, our focus and desires can be affected. If I am ravenously hungry, it’s 
hard for me to focus on too much else other than where I can get something to 
eat. In the recounting of Christ’s temptation in Matthew 4, we see how 
powerfully different Christ reacts when tempted – even though He may not have 
been feeling His best.  Jesus answered temptation with God’s word and with a 
focus on what God’s will was for Him. It is interesting to observe how He 
handled Himself after forty days and nights of fasting. If I work through lunch I 
feel as though I am being subjected to some type of cruel and unusual 
punishment. But Jesus, in all His human hunger, still pointed the tempter back to 
what God’s word says. 

    So what are we to do with this? If we look in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 we can 
find an answer, “Or do you no know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were 
bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.”  Paul is reminding us here that 
our bodies have been given to us by God, and that we are to glorify Him with 
them. This includes taking care of them. We will not glorify the God who has 
given us our bodies and time on this earth if we sit back and wait for our 
physical needs to somehow be supernaturally met. God has called us into His 
work with Him, to labor and provide for our needs while glorifying the Savior who 
has redeemed us. Christ was ministered to by angels after His temptation, and 
we are called to minister to each other, to meet each other’s needs as the body 
of Christ. Let us be about the work of satisfying our needs while glorifying God 
and keeping our focus on Jesus no matter how hurt, angry, lonely or tired we 
may be.  

    Read Romans 12: 1-2. How can you use your body as a living sacrifice to 
God? Why is it incumbent upon us as believers to provide for our basic needs? 

 
 



Thursday – Delay Gratification 
By Amy Pilson 

“Jesus said to them, ‘My food is to do the will of him who 
sent me and to accomplish his work.’” Matthew 4:34 

    I don’t know about you, but I have a hard time not eating even when I’m not 
hungry. That being said, I can’t even imagine being on a forty day fast as Jesus 
had just endured. To me, the bigger temptation was the possibility of immediate 
gratification. Jesus was on His way to eat, but Satan’s taunt was to do 
something about it right then, rather than wait.  

    With each new generation, we tend to become more insistent on immediate 
gratification. How many of us have stood in front of the microwave wishing it 
would go faster? As if a fraction of the time to cook something compared to the 
oven still isn’t fast enough for us. We are somewhat impatient when we 
approach God too. We take a matter to Him and expect an answer right away. 
We have a hard time waiting for Him to answer in His timing. We forget about all 
that He is doing for us already, and put all of our focus on our immediate need 
or want.  

    What we can see from Jesus’ example is that when our focus is on God and 
His plan and purposes for our life, we can more easily set aside our desire for 
that immediate gratification. In Matthew 4:30-34 we see another example of 
Jesus talking about food. He had been teaching crowds and the disciples were 
concerned that He hadn’t eaten. He talks about how His “food” is to do God’s 
will and accomplish His purpose.  

    Have you ever been in a situation where you got so wrapped up in what you 
are doing that you lose track of time and forget to eat? Maybe, you weren’t even 
really hungry? Our bodies have come to rely on food for things other than what it 
was originally intended – fuel for energy to accomplish our work. When our 
focus is on the things that are truly important and we are relying on God, our 
needs will be met without our having to take actions to resolve the situation 
immediately. When we do take matters into our own hands it often isn’t the best 
for us. We make poor decisions on the food we choose. We may not get the 
best price on a product, or spend money we don’t really have. We may say 
something that we shouldn’t have, etc.  

    The next time Satan tempts us with immediate gratification, we need to ask 
ourselves if our focus is on God or our own desires. Is it really the right time to 
act on the situation or are our weaknesses being played upon by the enemy? 
Can we hold out until the timing is right?   

    Read 1 Corinthians 10:13, and I highly encourage you to memorize it this 
week.  

 



Friday – Who Is to Blame? 
By Kel Cunard 

“Let no one say when he is tempted…” James 1:13 

    The temptation to sin can be intense, but there are moments in our lives when 
our weakness makes them stronger. In Alcoholic Anonymous, participants are 
encouraged to halt whenever they feel Hungry, Angry, Lonely or Tired. Hunger 
can cause weakness and cravings that could be filled in unhealthy ways. Anger 
creates a short fuse and a non-existent filter. Loneliness is a feeling of isolation 
that can drive people to fill their void with destructive choices. Exhaustion can 
impair our physical, mental and emotional capacities as much as any narcotic. 
All of these feelings can be triggers for the old behaviors A.A. members hope to 
flee. Temptation will never go away, but knowing the warning signs can prevent 
disaster. 

    There are a number of factors that can increase the intensity of temptations, 
but God is not one of them. In our weakest moments, we will blame anyone and 
everyone, but even though Jesus was led into temptation, our Heavenly Father 
never tempts us. James, the brother of Jesus, put it this way: 

    Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for 
God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. But each 
person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then 
desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully 
grown brings forth death. (James 1:13–15) 

    If we are to overcome our affection for counterfeits, we have to acknowledge 
our role in temptations. Temptation begins with our own desires. It hijacks our 
natural needs and wants which have been corrupted by our selfish and sinful 
nature and lures us into the snare of slavery. Our desires, when we attempt to 
satisfy them with counterfeits, give birth to sin and ultimately death. 

    Thankfully, our desires are not determined. The things that drive us to act are 
not fixed in place. By God’s grace and through the power of the Holy Spirit, our 
desires can change. We will always yearn for love, acceptance, and success, 
but those desires can begin to fall into their proper places. Just as our desires 
lured and enticed us to sin, when knowing and loving God is our sole desire, we 
can resist temptation. We should never blame Him when we are tempted, let 
alone shake our fist at Him when we embrace counterfeit solutions, but we can 
keep our eyes on Him when temptations try to entrap us.  

    What is your sole desire? How have your misplaced desires led you to accept 
counterfeit answers? What can you do today to keep your eyes on Jesus? 

  



Weekend – Jump 
By Kel Cunard 

“If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down…” Matthew 4:5 

    No amount of reassuring words can stop your knees from knocking. Even 
though 70 percent of our planet is covered with water, jumping into the pool is 
terrifying for most kids. Loving adults provide assurances of survival, but 
overcoming that fear is no easy task. 

    We learn to dive into the deep end because a trusted party told us to jump. 
The time was right, the conditions were safe, and someone who loved you was 
ready to catch your fall. Those moments of anxious joy became happy 
memories, but they are no guarantee that every leap is safe.  

    The Bible is full of God’s promises. Many of them rest on His love for us and 
revolve around all the ways He will catch us when we fall. He even invites us to 
leap into His will, no matter how scary it is, and trust that He will ultimately 
provide a safe landing. However, we tend to turn His promises into a license to 
jump whenever and wherever OUR will leads us. Regardless of how ridiculous 
our dive, we expect Him to come to our rescue and remove all consequences. 

    Have you ever jumped and been surprised when no one caught you? 
Perhaps you fell prey to the temptation to use God and His promises to 
accomplish your will. Read Matthew 4:1-7 and join us this weekend as we 
continue to confront the ways temptation lures us to accept a Counterfeit.   

 
  

Pray for the World: Jamaica 
    Jamaica is the third largest island in the Caribbean after Cuba and Hispaniola. 
Twenty-eight percent of its population are Evangelicals. Currently, the country finds 
itself in the midst of moral and social collapse. Powerful South American drug 
cartels, using Jamaica as a transshipment point for cocaine destined for the USA, 
wield great influence. This fuels violence, putting Jamaica fourth globally for 
murders per capita. Rape and domestic abuse are widespread. As part of an anti-
corruption drive, the government has invited greater participation from churches. 
Pray that government and church leaders may reject compromise. Pray for courage, 
moral integrity and determination to turn the country back to God. The National 
Leadership Prayer Breakfast brings church leaders together with leaders in politics, 
business and the security forces to address and pray for these issues.  
(Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship this morning read Psalm 8. Give praise to 
God for He is majestic and glorious. Spend time thanking Him for the beautiful 
things He has created.  



 
  



 


